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f!Barrett Lowe, City Supe rintendent , \Vess ington Sp rings 

I .
! An Appreciation t 
I You have honored me by asking that I contr ibute to your I
 
f County His to ri cal Proj ect ; and I assure you that I am more than r
 
r. ~c tiv ity.
 i
i When boys and girls set out in
 searc h for the romance of the I 

in the good ship Adventure. I 

I cha nt ment to the But whe n
 

• dt y , Events close to us a re always

I portance than those far away. The

I eve nts too k place on t he very spots
 

comparati ve ly of m or e im- • 
knowledge th a t histor ical I 

so fa miliar to us lends en- I 

f pleased to do what li ttle I ca n to promote such a worth-while f 

f pa st th ey a re intell ectual voyageu rs

f Perhaps no his tory equa ls in in terest that of our immedi a te vi cin- I 

Istory. we ourselves go in searc h of
i hi story, and have the pleasure of put ting It into writing fo r th e !

I first t ime , a double In terest results. I
 
I Or iginal res earch In local hi story offers us op portun it ies here- I
 
I tofore reserved for th e pro fessional histortan. In . opening thes e I

i opportunities you render great service to yourselv es a s . well a s to :
 
• yo ur coun ty and state; and in making the project possible !

I your County Superintendent contributes a dm ira bly to th e ca use of I

I education. Both you and he a re to be congra tula ted. I wis h such I

I activities could be ca r ried out In every county In th e state. I

I -Barrett Lowe, Pres. Junior Hi s tori cal Soc ie ty. j

+----_._._-------_.-._ --_..- .-._---._.._+ 
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I History Projects I 
II . Hi story Projects, of this cha rac te r a re mo st comme ndable a nd 11

' should ha ve the coop eration and support of everyone. They '1­

I as semble for use and analysis a volume of his to rical da ta not
I available by another method. As educationa l process es t he y a re i
I unsu rpassed. The young citizens who have engage d in them a re i 
I receivi ng a training of inestimable value and out of them there
f is certain to em erge a battalion of th inkers, wr iters, ph ilosophers, 

. 11 historians and state sm en who se names will be h eld in pride and 
1 veneration by th e ge nerations to follow.
I I Th ere is some thing especially fascinating about the history
I of one' s own nei ghborhood. Th ere is sca rc ely a ya rd of it that has
1 not been im pressed wit h some hist or ical circum stance that is 

worthy of preservation. I kno w of no other pla n for gathering and1I conse rving these im por tant data comparable to turn ing th e s tude n t
 
f body of th e county into enthus iastic search for t hem. I am sure
 
f the resu lt will justi fy th e methods em ploye d.- W e of Hughes Coun ty
 
'1 are proud of your a chi ev em ents.
 
1, I ,- Doa ne Robinson, S ecr etary Em eritus, State Hi storical Society.
 

i 
A Just Tribute 

A record of the Ih is tory of Hughes County can well includ e 
t ' , growth and value of its educatio na l institution s, an d a por­
sL w al of th e high standard of it s schoo ls would ,be in comple te if 
rr­

ref eren ce was made to th e tea chers th er eo f. 
- :.,, ' 
11 The majority of the ir s tudents are oft entimes dep endent upon 
-n em for an in centive to attain sc holar ly success , while ot he rs ab ­

,r b grace s of charac te r and moral worth as exe mplified in the 
J). ~ily li fe of th eir beloved tea ch er. Faithful te ac he rs ! Theirs is 

ore than th e so lving of mathem a ti cal problems or explana tion of 
. lJxed rules. They have large groups whose individual dispo si tions 
J J 
. (nd ideals are as va r ied as all th e colo rs of the flower k ingdom ....
 

i here comes the question of how best to make a personal contact
 
1, vith a youthful min d that will 'br ing desi red res ults, a nd ho w and
 
: wh en to praise or punish. Great is the hon or due to that teacher
 
1who can discipli ne a nd a t th e same tim e com ma nd the effecti on of
 

t
 
the stude nt.
 

Th e worth of such ins tru ctor s ca nnot be gauged in terms of dol­

lar s and cents. Unlike tho se in ot her occupations, th eir years are 

I
limited as to length of service in the ir cho sen profess ion , du e to
 
pres ent-day decrees, and th ei r m on th s of work each year is cur ­
tail ed, hen ce lessened in com e. 

I•.- -_..- -_..- ..- ..- ..- ._..- -_..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- .._ .-..- ..- ..- ..- ..- .+ 
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I Society pla ces in th eir hands its greatest possessions-child- !
I ren whose habits , minds and cha rac te r are in th eir formati ve period 1
I -then too oft en it is loth to pay a just recompen se. i 
i That Hughes County has recognized th ese fa cts and a cte d i
i wisely is pr oven by the high cha racte r of the product s which its i
i school s have giv en to th e world . i 
i -Chas. H . And erson. i 
i i 
i ii . 
i i 

I 
1 
I 
I
1 

Utilizing the s wings a t Hillview , De Grey di strict, 1930 

IA Dream Realized 
J_ ~ 

At the meeting of the Hu gh es Count y Rural School Assn.
I on Se pte m be r 19, 1934, held in th e baseme nt of the Congregational 
i churc h, th e compiling and ultima te publication of a H UGHES
i COUNTY HISTOR Y was design ated one of th e objectives of the 
• organiza ti on. Th e office rs at that time were: Ca rol Gunnison,
1pr esid ent : Katherine Bruce, vice pr esi den t; St ella Stephen son, sec­
. ret ary ; Zetta Lau ghl in , treasure r . Th e exec uti ve committee con­
:.1 sisted of Harriet W oodard, Cre ta Grandle, Delila Bane, Carol GUD 

ni son and Bert L . Hall.1
I Progress was s low a t fir st; people weren't much interested
i wh en no definite a ssurance of a finished volume could be given.
i It required time and persistent effort to make the contac t s that \ 
'1 should be mad e. Repeated Iul low-ups wer e necessary in many in­

stances to get desired results. All parts of th e county should be I 
cove re d yet th e finan cial eleme n t limited the scope of the under- i 

;.:' taking. i 
1 Co. Supt. Carlos E. W estover had made a beg inning in this I' i field befor e leaving offi ce in 1933 by mimeographing and assembling • 
• in loose leaf form th e best a r ticles submitted by pupils in a Youn g 1 
f Citizen League essay contes t on th e topi c "My Coun ty." In fact,
i th e Pi erre "Days of '81" committee had prev iously stimulated re-

11:. 

• se arch in pion eer lo re by offering prizes to pupils for true local 1
I frontier stories. i+.-._..-._..- ..- ._..- ._..- ..-._..__..- ..- ._..__._..-.---+ 
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I . After th e s eptem'be r m eeting refer re d to a bove , the schools in i
I eac h school distri ct were to secure a brief h is tory of th e ea r ly or- i 
I ga n ization of such ; a lso a bout fir s t schoo ls , teachers, patrons, etc. i 

Th e ea rly day settlers s ti ll a li ve were to be solicited for remin- iI1 iscences . P ersons especially versed in local history were to be i
i invited to a ssist in th e com pila ti on. • 

So during th e interve ning mo nths which have now grown in to ! 
yea rs, gradually a nd quie tly the de si red material has been accumu- I 
lated an d arra ng ed and mad e ready for t he printer. We hoped a I 

1"1 good crop mi gh t brin g th e opportune time for such a financial ven- ! 
I~~ II Th e la bor ous task of compilation is drawing near comple ti on I 
1 as copy is turned over to th e pr inter and pr oof is being checke d Ii for cor recti on. Th e expe r ience has been a pleasant one for the 
I write rs, making new a cquaintances with the "builders" of our coun ty, 

and becoming mor e in ti ma te with those already kn own. W e hav e 
I en joyed and been enrich ed in spirit by the under taking. 
I An orthodox hi stori an may be disa ppo inted with our product. 

We se nse that the re are im per fec ti ons bo th in fac t a nd in s truc­
ture with information gl eaned fro m in numera ble so urces. Would 

1"I you be one of those to dis count the will ing ness of pupil effort in
I attem pti ng to help in th is en te r prise? 
1 May you peruse this book with th e atti tude of one wish ing for 
· qui et a dven ture a nd rev eren t reverie, ha vin g as compan ions tliose 
I r ugg ed ho me-seek ing men and wom en of a half ce ntury and longer 
II" ago? What if 50 or 55 years have dim med m emory so that th ere 

I 

I

is a momentary s lip of fact? Go ba ck in anecdote with gray haired
 
II s ires a nd dam es for th e sheer enjoyme n t of living again in that
 

gen eration wh ose a ct or s a re fast passing from life' s s ta ge .
 
I che rish the vision of a moth er, r es ting after work is don e,
 

sharing with somebody's grandmother, the asp irations nourished 
in a r ranging a cla im shac k ho me; a ti red father with pip e and eas y I 
chair, expe rie ncing the thr ill of building a new b us tness in a new 
to wn, in a new Em pire, wit ho ut th e attenda nt hardships. Or I se e 
a frec kled boy in a ru ral sch ool vitalizing the "Pione er Unit" by f 
becom ing engross ed with th e struggles of our fore fa the rs. ! 

We a cknowledge a ssi stance fro m th e ta len te d pen of Mary Gld· ! 
dings, Ft. P ierre artis t, and to various parties for th e loan of cuts. I 

" In clos ing we wish to express appreciation for the m any hands i
I and mind s and hearts which ma de this volume pos si ble. The co­
. operation of t he busines s a nd professional firms has been of Ines­
I ti mable help in the realization of this dr eam-this volume . 
I Marc h 28, 1937. - Amy B. and Bert L. Hall. 

i 
I 
I 
iI t • . -._._. _ .__• • _ ._. - __• • _l ~+- -5­



Geological History 
Hugh es County is la rgely covered with glacial drift und erlaid by 

several hundred ,fee t of th e P ierre sha le Iormation and the cha lk of the 
Cretaceo us a ge. Th e soil, being la rgely glacia l drift , conta ins large 
amo unts of san d and ma ny boulders, so me 'of hug e pr oportion s. The 
border of one of the las t thru.sts of the great glacier is the eastern bank 
of th e Missouri River wh ich is the western boundary of Hughes County. 

The grea t mass of ice a nd snow tha t form ed t he bo dy of th e 
gla cier car rie d with them, or pus hed 'before th em , great masses of 
'boulders from bedro ck whe re it wae f orm ed fa r up in Cana da . 

In the moraine which r uns a long the bank of th e Missouri in Hu ghes 
County, s tone cutters find a good source of many kinds of fin e granite 
useful for tombstones and building materials. Th e stones of the County 
Courthous e in P ier re were cut from the boulder found in this great 
m oraine. 

As Is h ue in all glacia l dr ift coun tr ies ; many lake beds rem ai n 
to show the visit of the grea t ice sheet. In Hug hes County, practi ca lly 
all of these hav e been drained or the water has eva pora te d. Howev er, 
in recent yea rs impounding da ms hav e been buil t across th e outlets and 
artificia l lakes a re bei ng form ed in some of the old beds. 

As was mentioned above, th e so il j,s underla id with wh at is known 
as th e Pi erre sha le. This shal e underlies mo st of the state in the for ma­
tio n somewhat like a saddle, with the pumm el being h eaded in the Black 
H ill s and the ca ntl e being near Sio ux Falls. Un derlyi ng thi s is found 
th e Dakot a sands tone benea th wh ich i,s t he gra nite layer . Th e sands tone 
is th e water-b earing stra ta and vari es fr om a thous and feet · below the 
surfa ce in the western s ide of the county, to sixteen hundred feet in 
the high est portion of th e northwestern pa rt of the county. Wells dug 
in ' th e vicinity of Pi erre and Harrold on th e two bor ders of th e county, 
ran ge in dep th ,from 1,160 feet to 1,537 feet; th e la ter having pen etrated 
a fe w feet in to th e gran it e. Th e gr eatest pr ess ure from th ese well s is 
reported to be 210 pou nds to t he square inch , whi ch is ca pab le of rai sing 
th e wa ter to 1,900 feet ab ove sea level. The water yield s . con siderab le 
ga s, whi ch has been utilized as the sour ce of the city supply ill P ie r re. 

In th e Cre taceous stra ta are found many lossil crus ta cea ns, Th ese 
are remai ns of anc ien t fo rms of fish , and show th at whil e thi s layer of 
th e ea r th 's sur face was being fo rmed, i t was covered with water. There 
are on ly a very few places wh ere lower s tra ta rock protruded throug h 
and a bove this s tra ta in Sout h Dakota. The main one of th ese pla ces is 
th e Black Hills. Th e layers a bove this sands tone and cha lk con tain 
th e toss tl of th e vertebras, a nd the mem bers of th e a nimal ki ngd om 
between the verte bras a nd th e earlier for ms . Along the banks of 
r ivers in th e cuts , they make through th e ro ck, a re often foun d th e 
bon es orfoasil remains of so me of th es e forms. 

In the Memorial Building in Pi erre th ere may be found th e bones 
of a tur tle , tha t wa s found on the bend of th e Mi-ss ou ri abo ve Pi erre, 
which .In .life wa s .a lm ost a s big as a small horse. Numerous other 
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types have be en found from time to time by different expeditions from 
our own state, or college and museum collectors Irom the East who are 
making geologica l collections of th e great we st ern plains. 

Th e soil in Hughes County is r ich as a re sult of the disintegration 
of th e bed rock of shale , mix ed with the ri ch materials depo sited by th e 
g la cier, th e wind-blown materials, and decayed vegetable matter, tou nd 
in th e numerous water hol es and lake bed s of th e post-gla cia l pe riod. 

On e place for studying th e differen t formations is in th e deep rail ­
road and highway cut s , particularly those near the Missouri River 
wh er e the cut s are often very deep. 

If on e ca res to distinguish between th e soils befor e the gla cier cov­
e re d th em and afterwards, on e has but to look a t the great hills of 
gumbo on the western bank of th e Missourt, an d the sandy bou lder­
stre wn hills on th e eas tern s ide ne ar Pierre. 

No geological study h as been made of th e Pi erre or Hugh es Count y 
qu adran gle, but a very interesting topographica l map ca n be se cured 
from th e Department of Geological Survey a t W a shington, D. C. for 
$.06, to show th e contour of the lan d and other interesting features, in 
whi ch on e wh o is making a s tudy of the county -wo uld be inter es ted .. 

A. G. Wright, P rinc ipa l, Pierre H. S. 

Brief Description and History of Hughes County 
Ther e are tw enty-one and a half congress ional townships consis ting 

of 774 sq. rni ., 495,360 acres. About seve n to wnships are on the former 
Winnebago reservation in the southe as te rn pa rt. The Mlssour! wash es 
the enti re southe rn border in cluding 75 mil es of the windings . The 
isl an ds are : E cho, Lost, L. A. Framboise, Wood, Ceda r, Dorian, Okobojo 
and Farm. There are two creeks of conseque nce, Med icin e Kn oll and 
Cha pe lle . 

Th e county wa s named for Alexander Hughes of E lk Po int; cre a te d 
in 1873 and read justed in 1879 an d was organized Novemb er 20, 1880, by 
Gov . Ordway. The co unty seat was located a t Pierre. The Governor 
appointed three co mmlssioners: George L. Ordway , Wm. R. Ledwich 
and J oseph Reed. The railroad reach ed Pi erre about that time. Ex­
ploration dates to earliest Missouri river navigation. S everal Fren ch 
men married Indian wom en and settled within the county as ea rly a s 
1830. Chief se t tleme n t and trade wa s at Ft. P ierre on th e west sho re . 

Three Ro ussea us settled at th e mouth of Medicine creek 1860. In 
1855-6 Gen. Harvey established three military camps on th e ea st side 
of th e river for wood a nd pasturage. In 1863 Gen . Sully built Ft. Sully, 
five mil es below Pierre. The first Am eri can se t tleme n t of prominen ce 
was made in 1873 wh en Thos. L . Riggs establis he d an -Indian Miss ion at 
Oahe wh ich continues. 

In 1889 Pi erre' 'became t he state ca pit ol. Government Indian School, 
U.	 S. La nd Office, Dist. Court and F ed eral Court are loca ted here. 
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Company A, First South Dakota , recruited at P ierre for the P hill ipine 
war in 1904. 

- Doa ne Robl nson's Hist. of South Dakota and Alfred Theodore 
Andreas' Atlas (1884). 

A Few Fragments of History 
Hughes coun ty lies in Central South Dak ota. It begins where the 

tenth gui de meridian in te r sec ts the Missouri Ri ver; th ence, north to the 
third standard parallel-its northern boundary. The Missour i River 
lies to th e W est. Its area is 485,760 acres. 

The Chicago & North Western reached Pierre in 1880. There wa s 
a ferry at Pi erre and mu ch fr eight was hauled to the Black H ill s. 
F re igh t and mail were hauled by wagon to Gettysbu rg from Blunt un til 
1887 when th e rail road was comp let ed bet ween Gettys burg and F aulkton. 
In 1910, it was completed between Blunt and Gettys bu rg.-Irma Howard 

Hughes County was organized in 1880. The first commissioners 
were : Mayor L edwich , Joseph Ree d, S. S. Laird. The court house was 
built in 1882. Bell was lyn ch ed in 1885. Judge Shanon held court in 
1881. Th e first school buildin g is no w own ed by Mrs. Louis Kehr . The 
great P ierre flood was in 1881. There are now s ix people livi ng in 
Pierre who were living here in 1880 : Mrs. Carrie Farnum, S. D. Blair, 
Burt Dick ey, Palo Bianchi, Hank Hausman, and M. P. Martin . 

-M. P. Ma rtin, 1935. 

Who Teaches In An Older Schoolhouse? 
According to records found in an old re cord book Mentor Standard 

. s chool wa s built some ti me 'bet ween August 2, 1884 and July 3, 1885. 
Philip Pickering was hired to build the schoolhous e for $575. J . K . 
Hamil ton wa s clerk of the board ; Sa m ue l Strayer, di r ector. Miss 
Maggie C. King wa s employed to teach a term of 3 months beginning 
Sept. 14, 1885 at $30. per month. 

-Orva Roda Olson . 

State Superintendents 
Territorial and State Sup erintendents of th e Depa rtmen t
 

of Public Inst r ucti on
 

J ames S. Fo ster (e x-offi cio) 1864-1868
 
T. McK endrick Stuart. 1869 
J am es S. Foster 1869-1870 
J . W . Turner 1870-1871 
E. W . Miller 1872-1874 
J. J . McIntire 1875-1876 
W. E . Caton 1877-1878 
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W . H. H. Beadle 1879-1885
 
A. Sheridan J ones 1885-1887
 
Eugene A. Dye 1887-1889
 
Leonard A. Rose 1889
 
Gilbert L . Pinkham 1889-1891
 
Cortez Salmon 1891-1895
 
Frank Crane 1895-1899
 
E. E. Collins 1899-1903
 
Geo. W . Nash 1903-1906
 
M. M. Ramer 1906-1907
 
H . A. Ustrud 1907-1911
 
C. G. Lawrence 1911-1915
 
Chas. H . L ugg 1915-1918
 
Fred L. Shaw 1918-1925
 
C. G. St. J ohn 1925-1929
 
E . C. Giffen 1929-1933
 
I. D. Weeks 1933-1935
 
J. F . Hines 1935­

County Superintendents 
The following people have held office as County Superintendent in 

the Hughes County Schools since the fir st s ch ool d.istrlct was estab­
Ushed and organized in 1880. 

1880-1882 William B. Williams 
(Res·igned J uly 25, 1882) . 

1882-1883 T . L. R iggs (Completed t erm) 
1883-1887 , J . C. Collister 
1887-1891. Crosby G. Da vis 
1891-1893 Margaret C. King 
1093-1897 Li zzie D. Laughlin 
1897-1901. Emily F . White 
1901-1905 Ma ude Russell Carter 
1905-1909 Ida M. Hatch 
1909-1913 ; W . E . Calhoun 
1913-1917 Margaret Linden 
1917-1921. Daisy Solberg 
1921-1925 Grace E . Matteson 
1925-1929 : Bert L . Hall 
1929-1933 Carlos Westover 
1933-1937 Bert L . Hall 
1937- C. E . W es to ver 

It is interesting to note that each of our County Superin te ndents 

were held over for two terms in office. 

~Harriet W oodar d. 
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The Early Schools of Hughes County 
A little over fifty-three years ago , Decem ber 23, 1880, when the 

Da kotas were kn own as th e Dakota Territory , Wm . B. 'Will iams a c­
ce pt ed an a ppointme n t as th e first superintendent of th e public sc hools 
of Hughes County. Aft er taking hi s oa th of of fice he pro ceeded to a t­
te nd to hi s offi cial du ti es, on e of whi ch wa e to form the enti re county 
into one school district , wh ich was ca lle d Sch ool District Number One. 
Th en in- his own words, " I is sued and ca used to be posted up In five 
consplcious pla ces hi the count y, a notice, declaring the count y as 
Dis tr ict One, a nd ca lling a meeting of the sa id Schoo l Di-strict for the 
purpose of elect ing dis trict officers an d attending to su ch other bu si­
ness a s mi gh t law full y come befor e it, to be held on January the 10th, 
1881, at 8: 00 o' clock P . M. at the W aiting Room of the Pass eng er Depot 
at P ierre." Upon that date the off icers were duly elected and th e busi­
ness of th e meeting a t ten ded to. 

October 10, 1881 th e county treasure r t urned over to C. W. Rich­
a rdso n , t he t reasurer of th e school distri ct , th e sum of $820, which 
amount had been allot te d to the sc ho ol fund. 

The first teacher 's exa mina ti on was held Nov. 3, 1881, wit h three 
candidates seeking certif icates, nam ely : L. E. Pen ny , Louis e Cavalie r 
a nd E . L. Bundy. 

Miss Louise Cavalie r taught th e on e sc hool then open in the district, 
at P ier re. Th e first sc ho ol hou se was a small fram e building, th e rna­
teria l for which had been hauled to P ie rre by teams, by Louis Kehr, 
a youn g bus iness man who was opening up a gen eral m erch andise 
s tore at t he corn er of Dakota Ave., a nd Coteau Stree t. H e had fr eighted 
In t he materia l for his new store bu ildin g and from the left over ma­
ter ia l th e fir st school house in Hu gh es County was built. The scho ol 
hou se was built just north of wha t is known now as th e Pioneer Store, 
on Cotea u St reet. To day this firs t sc hool house stands ea-s t of th e 
s tore building on Dakota Aven ue , a quaint reminder of those firs t s chool 
days enjoyed by the childr en of those first pion eers who did much to 
bu ild up our community. Am ong tho se lis ted as the pupils of Miss 
Ca va lie r 's sc hool a re : Carrie Herbison, Will Cessane and a sis ter, Maude 
Shirtliff , Myrtle High, Max Kehr, and Glenn Store. 

A year la ter L. E. Penny conducted the school In a very acceptable 
manner ac co rding to the no ta tions of County Supt. Williams. 

April 12, 1882 Su pt. Will tarns hired a ' r ig . and visi t ed the territory 
north and eas t of Pi erre, a nd helped to organize two new school dis ­
tricts, .to be known as School Districts Number Two and Three. These 
dtstrlcts cor re spond with th e districts now known as P eoria and Mentor. 
Peoria became d-istrict number three with a total of 27 children of 
sc hool age, while Mentor became Dis tr ict Number Two with 21 schoel 
children to accommodate. These di stricts were carefully bounded by 
ribbons of red ink upon a map of the county, a nd kept on record by 
Supt. Williams. 
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Th e following officers were 'ele cted for these districts : Peoria: 
Yellow Ha wk , Director; H. M. Riggs, Clerk ; Arthur Ward, Treasurer. 
For Mentor District: J. M. Kl einfelter, Direct or ; F . C. Bullis, Cle rk ; and 
Pete Alleman, Treasurer. 

Th e four th school district wa s formed afte r some delay, as muddy 
ro ads pr evented a ,successful fir s t meeting, bu t on J anuary 20, 1882, th e 
Rousseau District was law full y organized with th e following offic ers 
install ed: Desirie Channie, Dir ector; Wm. O'D onnell, Clerk, and M. C. 
Rousseau , Treasurer , w ith 26 ch ildren elig ible for school en roll me nt. 
Miss Tina Heron seems to have bee n the fir st tea ch er in tha t dis frict . 

J ul y 25, 1882, Su pt. Will ia ms resigned. Accor ding to hi s r ecords he 
had receiv ed a total of $21.75 for hi s work as County Su pt. Thi.s in­
cluded in cid ental expe nse for stamps, and the hir ing of rigs for travel 
to the pla ces of meeting for the organiza tion of the four dte tricts that 
had been forme d during hi s term. 

T. L. Ri ggs complet ed th e term for Mr. Williams. 

It was 'not until April 9, 1883 that the schoo l dis t r ict s named we re 
ren umbere d and given th eir present boundary line s . 

SCHOOL DISTRICT HISTORY
 
Arnott School
 

My fam ily came to Raber T'wp., March, 1907. At that time no 
sc hool was es tablis he d in this communit y ; howev er, there were two 
families livin g here with school childre n , Margaret Kalish, who at­
t ended Snake Butte school ; Paul and Hoyt WHey, who were a ttending 
school in some shack in th e Giddings loca lity. 

Th e first school es ta blishe d dn th e Arnott District began th e fa ll 
of 1907 in an old house belonging to Lon Hanks. Miss Nellie Mon roe, 
from How ard wa s our first t each er. We atten ded school on ly six 
months per year-all in on e 's t retch . Th e old house wa s cold but we 
had a good a ttendance. Billy Roach, and th e Mathews, W iley, Sw ift, 
K alish, Daniel s, and Whaley ch ildre n. W ill iam, Gladys and I attended 
school part of the year, a s th e winters were long and time hung, heavy 
on our hands those first two years. 

J . P . La ughlin, Junkm an and 'Billy Congdon were ou r school officers 
a t th at time. Th e fall of 1908 we commenc ed school in a cla im ,shack 
owned by Mr. an d Mrs. F ra nk 'Mill igan which stood just a cross the r oad 
from our present Arnott sc hoo l s ite . 

The lan d is now owned by Mr. Frank Harbaug h, of P ie rre. Eva 
Dix was homesteading the land our schoo l was located on and the 80 
a cres ju st wes t was our teache r 's. 

We had a large enrollme n t and we re very crowde d. This sounds 
laughable, but is true; wh en t he tea che r wi sh ed to se nd a class to the 
bl a ckboard, t hose s it ti ng near the board had to be excuse d to make 
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room. It was very difficult	 for the teacher to keep order' tinder such 
crowded conditions. 

During the late fall or winter the con tra ctor sta rted work on the 
school building where it now stands. The rough lumber in the Arnott 
sc hool ca me from P . J . Laughlin's timber on the river. By the latter 
part of March our Arnott sc hool house was ready for use. I rem ember 
so well that ni ce fresh paint sme ll. I can 't just remember, but I believe 
I was in th e 4th grad e; dt might have been the 5th. We still have the 
same heating system, but some changes have been made in the school 
house a s th e walls are plastered now and were tin she eted when con­
struct ed. I can 't say exactl y as to teachers' sa laries then, but I think 
$35 per month. My mother finished a term of school in the Black Lake 
district that year or the year before and it seems to me that was the 
sal ary. 

Arnott sch ool has be en in continuous session since 1907. There 
has been a n attempt a time or two to move the scho ol house but in each 
in stance it failed and th e s tr ucture r emalns exa ctly where it was estab­
lished . M rs, Kathryn Pool was not on e of the earlie s t teach ers of the 
Arnott sc hool, yet I conside r her a pioneer and al so Mlss Laura Blake 
who is Iiving in Pierre. 

My father ,served on the school board for a number of years. I 
ca n' t rem ember exac tl y the year, and those records have been destrcy ed. 
Th e school re ceived its name from the Arnott post otfice. 

-Grace St einer. 

Valley School District 
Th e first record of th e Springdal e School is in 1892 wh en th e school 

board wa s com pose d of Richard Brown as cle rk ; H. H. Br ekke, as cha ir ­
man and William H. Hillmer as treasurer. William H. Hillmer was the 
father of the pr esent cha irman of th e school board, J. W. Hillmer. 

The tea ch er at that time was Miss Mabel Dean, who received a sal­
ary of $30 a month. 

Th e sc hool a t that time wa s located on th e now graveled road 
whi ch is a mile west of t he pr es ent location of the school. Later it 
was moved to about "a quarter of a mile from wh ere it now stands. Five 
years ago it was moved to it s pres ent location. 

-Springdale School. 

Pleasant Valley Township 
Mrs. ,Addie B. Jackson was th e first school teach er of Pleasant 

Vall ey schools that we have records of in the superintendent's ottice. 
Th e term began March 28, i 887 and ended June 17, 1887. 

Re cords are shown of a School Board in 1883 which consists of: 
J . H. Vanhorn-President, Blunt. 
J. C. Tansey-Clerk, Blunt.. 
Patrick	 Kelly-Treasurer, Blunt.
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The census for 1884 shows that there we re 17 sc hoo l ch ildren In 
P leasant Va lley township at that ti me by actua l enumeration. 

Som e of th e family names found in <this census were : Nafe, Brew­
ster, Jackson, Dunn, Wheeler, Vanhorn, Brown and Mann. 

Pleasant Valley 
Jim Ryan, who homesteaded here In th e '80s, was one of th e earliest 

res idents of this di strict. Beth Ed en sc hool was pr eviously called th e 
Ryan school. At that time It was situated a mile and a half north of 
th e present loca ti on. Beth Eden School is now on the quarter section 
whi ch was or iginally the Dunn homestead. Miss Barkdoll gave the 
name of Beth Eden to this school soon a fter it was moved to th e present 
location in 1923. 

Th e earliest settlers of the district have now eithe r r etired or have 
pa ssed on from this world. Most of the re si dents of t his district at the 
pr esent time have located here since 1920, with th e exce pti on of Mr. and 
Mrs. Ray Pool. Both Mr. and Mrs. Pool were teach ers in this vicinity 
as young people, and sin ce th eir marriage have mad e it th eir home. 
Mr. a nd Mrs. Russell have be en in the country si nce 1912 and in this 
district for many years. 

A new school has taken. the place of the old Sunnyview school 
building. This old school house is now th e farm home on the Otto 
Burki pla ce. 

Th e to rnado in J une 1924, took the lon e ash tree wh ich stood near 
th e corner of Beth Ed en sc hoolya rd. 

-Minnoise Hoyt, Beth Eden, teacher. 

Webster District 
On th e 9th of April 1883 th e Co. Commissioners divided Hughes 

County into 21 School District s , of which th e Congressional township, 
No. 111, range 74, was known as Webster School District No. 8. 

The firs t school elec ti on was held on May 13, 1884. The 
followin g offi cers were elec te d : 

Cle rk-A. J . Webster 
Treasurer-Albert Jordan 
Cha irma n- G. W. Giddings 

The fi rst school census was taken in 1884. The census lis ted 7 
girls and 11 boy s, with th e following family names appearing : Thomas 
MnNul ty , G. W. Giddings, Albert Jordan, J . J. Kelley, Rob ert Mill er, Mr'l. 
L. E.	 Freres . Charles Schuster and A. J . Webster . 

The first sc hoo l term began under the supervision of Co. Supt. 
Cro sby G. Davis and teacher, P. E . Chase. T he school term began Aug. 
8, 1887 and ended F eb . 29, 1888. A m onth ela pse d and school again 
started on Apr. 23, ending for th e year on J une 22, 1888. 
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The following pupils were enrolled in the first school. Grade number 
is shown following name. 

McNulty, Maggie-5 Nothdurft, Edward-2 
McNulty, Mary-4 Nothdurft, Earnest-2 
McNulty, Nelll e-3 W eatherwax, Frankie-1 
Jordan , Earnest-3 Nothdurft , Tony-1 
McNulty, J am es-2 

Westminster Township 
Westminster was organized on the 9th day of April , 1883. Con­

gres sional Town ship No. 112, range 74. The number of it was NO.7. 
It was la ter organized in with th e territory now taken in by th e Harrold 
Distri ct. . 

Bretton School District 
In com pliance with section No . 24 of th e school code approved March 

8, 1833, <the county comm issione rs div ided th e count y into twenty-one 
s chool town ships. No. 6 was named Bretton district an d consi sted of 
Congress ional Town ship No. 112, Ran ge 75. Three schools were orga­
niz ed in th e Br etton Dis tric t, namel y East School in the S. W. corner of 
th e E. If.! of Sec. 11 ; th e North school or pre sen t Li ttle Daisy in the 
S. E . corn er of the W lh of Sec. 4: and th e So uth school or pr es ent 
N. R. G. in th e N. W. corner of the W lh of section 17. 

Th e North school was moved from Sec. 4 to the S. E . corne r of the 
E lh of Sec. 5J Sept. 20, 1913, and th e So. school was moved fro m Sec. 
17 to the S. E . co rner of the SE 14 of Sec. 18, Aug. 7. 1924. It was r e­
built and th e lighti ng fac ili tie s changed to conform wit h mod ern ideas. 
(The North school still s ta nds as built.) The eas t end of Bretton con­
s olida ted with Harrold, June, 1920, thus leaving only two schools in 
Bretton . In 1934 the South school wa s close d, the re being only 2 
pupils. Th ese two went to L ittle Dai sy. 

The firs t sch ool term of the early n ineties began in Nov . and las ted 
until March; th e second began in Apr. a nd was out in J une. 

Th e a verage number of days taught was ar ound 50 and th e average 
attendance 14. The pupils' ag es ranged fro m 5 to 20. Th e tea ch er's 
sa lary was $30.00 per mo . A man teach er wa s hired during th e winter 
term"and a "Woman for th e spr ing. 

Na mes commonly found on th e reports of the 90's were : Seeley, 
Clopper, Br ek ke, Lewis J . Borger, A. Enstad, Markus, Fred F oote, Plin 
Foote, Bert Foot e, E lme r Knight, Black s, P hilips, "Garre ts, John Lottie 
a nd Ca rey. 

Books found in the fir st" librarie s were-Swinton Readers, Swinton 
Spell ers , Robinson and Fish Arithmetic, Harney Grammars, Swinton's 
Geography and Pathfinder Physiology a nd Hygien e. 

-Little Dai sy. 
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Dry Run District 
(This ma terial was tak en fro m records filed In the office of the County 

Sup erinten dent.) 
In an early "C le rk's Record Book" we find the first account of Dry 

Run Dist ri ct, whi ch state s : "Schoo l township number 12 sh all consis t 
of cong ress ional townsh ips number 111 range 78 ; and fractional con­
gressional townships num ber 110 range 78. 

The oldest term re por ts of teache rs were for the year 1886-1887. 
F ound were four te rm reports for sc hools number 2, 3, 4, 5. The 
Coun ty Superintende nt at this time was Mr . Cros by G. Davis of Blunt, 
South Dakota. 

Schoo l number 2 began Nov ember 1, 1886. The term report was 
da ted Ma rch 25, 1887 evide ntl y th e close of school. This school was 
tau ght by Kate Cronan wh o received a salary of $30 a month. There 
were seventeen pupils In this sc hool. 

School number 3 began Nov ember 15, 1886 and en de d March 18, 
1887. The teacher J . M. Porter receiv ed $35 a mo nth . . Five pupil s 
atten ded th is school. Comme n ts on th e schoo l were "no dicti onary a nd 
no glob e." 

School number 4, ta ug ht by Nelli e Donahue bega n November 22, 1886. 
The term report was dated April 8, 1887. The t ea ch er recei ved $35 a 
month. Ten pupils a ttende d this school. Comme nts on the school 
were "no dictionary, or text boo ks but . ha s glob e, maps, cha r ts, etc." 

School n umber 5 began Nove mbe r 3, 1886 and ende d March 25, 1887. 
\VllIia m J. B. Sh erwood taught th e sc hool. School was in sessi on one 
hundred days. Comme n ts r epor t "a coa l and s torm cella r; also charts 
and globe but no maps or dictionary." Seven pup ils attended this scho ol. 

In a note and a lso a letter se n t the County Super intendent J. C. 
Collister by J ohn Rand, Direct or a cting as Cle rk of Dry Run township, 
on July 20, 1884 a report was made that there were fifty-si x chi ldren 
over seve n yea rs and under tw enty years of ag e and un mar ried in Dry 
Ru n township. 

The tea ch er' s term reports a nd the school ce nsus for 1884 written 
by enume ra tor, Mrs. J essi e Hardy, li s ted such fa miliar na mes as these: 
" Mark, J essi e , W alter a nd Ralph Burton ; Mike, Pete r , Tracy, an d Katie 
Blw er ; Thom as, Laura, Joseph, Willie a nd Leon Chau ssee; Leonard a nd 
Oli ve Scove l ; J oseph, Minnie a nd Mary Bruiette ; Frank Bab cock; 
Wall ace Alexander, Frank an d Justin Calhoun; Mable Taylor. 

Account written by Norma D. Larsen . 

History of Logan District 
In looking over Teachers' Reports a report was found for Logan 

School District of Dakota Territory dated Sept. 20th, 1886. It had be en 
se nt to J . C.Colllste r , presumably th e County Superintenden t at Hal" 
rold. The teacher of sc hool No . 2 was Florence M. Henderson.· J essie 
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Hunting, Lettie Veal. Della Veal, Mary Darling, E ste Veal and May Veal 
were the first pupils of whom we hav e any record. 

A report of t he Clerk of Logan School Township, B. A. Tozier, in 
1 887 sho ws the school cens us to inclu de 18 child re n . A not ation gi ves the 
census of 1883 as 25. In a Supt's rep or t of 1888 t he re is a rating of Mrs. 
H enderson's teaching a s follows : Order of Gov't-l00 % , Methods of In­
struction-900/0 , Gradation of School-90 % , Thoroughness of Work­
.85% . Neatness of Work- 800/0 , Cond itio n of Room- 80%. 

On July 9, 1889 the minutes of the school board meeting revealed 
t he hirin g of th ree teache rs at 'a n a pproximate monthly sal ary of $33.33 
for six month s. The sc hool tax levied was 10 mills. Th e district's in­
come for th e year am ounte d to $685.07. Na tural philosophy was a subje ct 
listed but no one was enroll ed. 

The fir s t sc hoo l a pportion me nt that we have any record of was 
m ad e in 1892 to th e school t reasurer, J . P . Youngberg an d it amounte d 
t o $35.71. 

The sch ool board minutes th at were reco rd ed for March 31, 1903 
were the firat detailed rep ort to whi ch we had a ccess . The sch ool board 
c onsis ted of Wm. Hopkins, Thomas Whalen and J. P . Youngberg. At 
this meeting it was recommended to a llo w professional Interest Certi­
fica te teache rs $1 per month more tha n non-pro fes si onal teach ers. The 
wages in 1907 we re ra ised to $40 for a 6 month div ided term: 3 mo s. in 
f a ll and 3 in spr ing. 

In 1909 by a petition th e location of the north sc hool wa s mov ed 
from SW% Sec . 20-112-77 to S. E . corner of Sec. 2-112-77. It was moved 
again in 1911. 

In 1910 a sev en month term of sc hool wa s a dopted and in 1912 the 
term was len gthened another m on th. 

Medi cine Kn oll or which is be tter known as Medi cin e Butte is a 
high butte near Blunt in Logan Township. It is a land mark on the route 
f rom the Minnesota River to t he Missouri. Fremont ce lebrate d July 
4, 1839 sh oo ting ro ck et s from the butte. Th ere is a Sioux memorial in 
t he form of a se r pent to commemorate the 'bravery of a young man 
who once was keeping hi s fast upon it when he observe d Ree ene mies 
a pproac hing. He was prayi ng in such a loud voi ce that he attracted th e 
a ttenti on of his r ela tive s ca mpe d on a cre ek below who r ush ed to hi s 
re scue. The Pi erre Kiwanis Club has pla ced a bronze marker on the 
corner three mil es west of Blunt on Highway 14 to direct in terested 
'Visitors to th e old Indian land mark. 

-Evelyn McCall. 

De Grey District 
The history of Hughes County dates ' back many years a s the rna­

jority of us already know, but unless we bave made a specia l s tudy of 
sections of this te r r tt or y or by listening to tales of our grandparents or 
e arlier -set tlers we do not recognize the .significance of names and mark­
ings familiar to us. 
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Two names whi ch we still us e and wiII continue to use are: De Grey 
a nd Cha pelle. De Grey is the name of a Post Offi ce and Township in 
the central and southern part of th e county and bordering on the Mls­
souri Riv er. Charles De Grey (1823-1877) is th e person for whom these 
tw o pla ces a re named. Mr . De Grey was not born in South Dakota, but 
lived for many years a t the mo uth of Chapelle Creek. We find by asking 
old resid ents that his house would be out in the ri ver now, because the 
river has washed away so mu ch of th e lan d. . 

Cha pe lle, a cree k in th e ce ntral a nd easte rn portion of the coun ty a nd 
emptying into th e Missouri Riv er near De Gr ey, was named a fte r David 
Chapelle, who settled at th e mouth of th e cre ek about 1832. 

At th e mouth of the creek many inte res ti ng things hav e happened. 
We find th at Lewi s an d Clark stopped at the mout h of the creek and 
spen t the night. Anothe r interesting feature that we find near is an 
old Ree Indian Fort. By tal king to Tom White and Am os Shi eld , tw o 
of ou r olde r In dian s. we find that th is Ree ca mp was the pe rma ne nt 
ca mp of t he Rees, or it was the ir winte r headquarters. W hen Mr. Hank 
Jones first moved th ere, he suld th at it wa s nea rly im possible to go 
ac ross the grounds with a team and wagon, but now we find that by 
ca re ful driving on e can go ac ross it with a ca r, for th e tren ch es and 
dugouts for t he tep ees are only four and five feet deep. 

Ar ound the outs ide of the fort is th e tren ch, and near the creek on the 
eas t ca n be seen th eir runway. On the other side of the creek was the ir 
burying grounds, where many in teres ting th ings hav e been found. 

Another in teresting thing whi ch fe w peopl e notice a re th e old 
Government Trail s. Many of th ese ca n still be see n , and from th e looks 
of the many beaten paths a gr eat many hours were sp ent on these 
roads, and no telling all the hardships th at have been enc ounte re d not 
onl y in a day , bu t for a gr eat many years, by bo th whites and Indian 's. 

An ordin ary red colore d roc k th a t was in Sectio n 14 of De Grey 
Township ca use d a great deal of comme nt. becau se of the fac t than an 
imprint of a huma n hand and two crow feet could be seen on the to p. 
Recently this rock has been removed from it s natural sur roun dings, 
thus spoiling part of its hi storical value to people of th e county and 
also South Dakota. No one seems to know wh at has becom e of this 
rock which has probably been in th at same pla ce for hundreds of ye ars. 

- Wildwood School. 

(Th is ro ck about the s ize of a small barrel was brought to Pi erre 
about 1935 and placed in front of the Memorial building wh ere historical 
archives are kept. It is beli ev ed that Seward Leep er of Blunt had charge 
of this removal, who acted in the belief t hat th e an cient relic wa s being 
placed wh ere many more people could obs erve it.-Supt. Hall. ) 

Crocus Hill History 
Just north of the Will Sparks homestead a school s tarted in thefall 

of 1904 in a tar paper claim shack. Mrs. Sparks was the firs t teacher 
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and she named it Crocus Hill. She took examination in Supt. Maud R. 
Carte r 's ho use in Pierre. 

Six pupils attended: F rank, Ethel , Edna Schaap; Billy and Emma 
Congdon ; Agnes Merlckel. Edna died near th e en d of the term fro m 
injury on a swing board at hom e. Sarah "Sadie" Kelley, n ow McGaHee, 
taught th e next year. Then the pr es en t building was built on th e site 
where it now stands a mile ea st of t he f ir st bu ildi ng. Charlie Hilgen­
ba ch er, P ete Lau ghlin , a nd BilI Congdon was the Sc hoo l board . Hazel 
J ohnson ta ught th e first t erm In the new building. The school got its 
name from the m ultitude of Crocus flow ers that bloomed in th e spring. ­

E . Sparks..... :' f" .,:. - El va 

Hillside School of Medicine Valley 
Th e .history of this school started in 1929. Formerly this wa s a part 

of th e Blunt ·Independen t Scho ol Dis trict. Then some of the fa milies 
living ou tsi de of Blunt de cided It would be cheap er and more convenient 
t o have t heir own distri ct. So th e south wes t corner of the Blunt di s­
t ri ct, reo rganized in to a distric t of nine se ctions , naming it the Medicine 
Valley district after the Medicine Creek wh ich runs through it. 

The fir,st School Board Members were: Mr s. Dave Ru nge, George 
Sias. and Wilbur Hogue. 

Th e first school which wa s he ld for two years was in a house on 
the Runge Ranch, only two children were enrolled. 

. It wa s decided to have a sc hool in the center of the di strict . They 
bought a small build ing to which th ey built an addition and placed it where 
it now s tan ds on NW·28·112·76. It has been named the " Hill s ide School," 
by the pup ils.-Bernette H ertel. 

Paradise Valley School District 
The f.irst sc h ool board of Paradise Valley School Distr ict of wh ich 

we have record was In 1922. The following people made it up : 
M. B. Gregg, Chairman
 
Arne Hagemo, Cle rk
 
Bernard Gr egg, Treasurer
 

The first year the s chool was taught by Margaret Matthews, the 
first half, and Ida G. Jones the second half. 

There were six pupils enrolled at the beginning of the year, who 
ca me fr om the fa milies of St. J ohn, Gregg, and Mlddletent. 

Buckeye School Township 
The firs t school teacher that we have records of In t he County 

Su pt. office for Bu ck eye to wn sh ip wa s Kez la Voorus. Her school 
open ed in April 11, 1887, and closed dn July I , 1887. We ha ve records of 
II sc h ool board as far back as 1883·4. The members were : 
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WilHam Cole-President 
F . H. Stelgmeyer-Cle rk 
Thomas Nee ley-Treasure r 
The earliest school census we have for Bu ck eye township dates 

back to 1884. The t otal number of pupils was 30. Among th e family 
names recorded we find: Neel ey, Cole , Lo ndo n , Crabb s, Herron, Ke ller, 
Young, Millen, and H orn. 

Joe Creek School District 
The 'fi r st school board of whi ch we have any r ecor d In the offi ce of 

the Supt. for J oe Creek School District was In 1922. The ' following 
made up the board: 

Bert L. Hall-Joe Creek-Chairman '1,8 3 ,-",,,,_ 
w. C. Rutherfor d-Joe Creek- Cle rk 
Fred Schen egge-De Grey-Treasurer 
Amy B. Ha ll was th e first teacher In th e Joe Creek Dis tr ict. There 

were 8 pupils In attendance a t this school and the)/' ca me from the 
following families : Barry, Ru th erford, and Dougherty. 

Brief History Of Rousseau Scl100l District 
Rousseau was fir st settled by French people who ca me here In 1880. 

There we re two families who lived close together, on e was M. c. Rou s­
seau and th e other a brother, Romeo Rou sseau. M. C. Rousseau married a 
Fren ch Canadian woman and R. Rousseau married an Indian squaw. 
Rousseau station wa s named for them. 

T he 1\1. C. Rousseau fa mily had a trading post. Th e Indian s brought 
furs to trade. Th ey a lso cut trees down and t raded the m to the fe rry 
boats th at went up and dow n th e Missouri Ri ver, these boats took them 
to th e sa w mill s. There were ma ny In dian ca mps near. Rousseau also 
ha d a post-o ffice to handle mail for th e nearby se ttler s. Th ere was 'als o 
a store where articles were kep t, suc h as tobacco, foods , and clo thing. 

-Ethel Robley. 

Harrold Schools by An Early Teacher 
In 1883 the place where Harrold now s ta nds th ere wa s nothi ng, but 

pralrie . Houses or a town could not be seen for miles around. It was 
not to rem a in so very long; land seeker.s and Immigrants. cam e cro wding 
out into th e West, bringing with them lumber enough to build a 
temporary shack in whi ch to store their ho usehold goods. 

Landseekers and immigran ts were willing to pa y what we cons ider 
a big price 1'0 sleep on the floor of a section house. 

More lu mber was soon shipped In and business buildings and shacks 
rapidly sp rang Into sight. The Sheldon was a part of th e old hotel 
which was torn down In 1931. Most all the en tertainment whi ch th e 
town afforded for It s residents at tha t time was held In th e Sheldon. 
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One of the most outstanding was the church services which were 
held in the dining room of the building. I 

In 1884 a public school was opened in a building formerly used as 
land office. It was situated east of where Dr. Martin lives'; This build­
ing was used for two years. In this school house a teacher's examination 
was held. Among the persons who took this examination was Mr. K. M. 
Foot who afterwards taught in a country school. 

In 1886 a large building was built and in 1922 the present brick 
structure was erected. In the second building the lower room was used 
for a school and the upper room was used for church services, Ladies' 
Aid meetings, Masonic gatherings. and various other entertainments and 
social affairs. { 

The third and fourth year of the public school, country children were 
brought in and the school numbered between 68 and 70 children. All of 
these were crowded into one room and orie teacher was to, properly, 
teach 'them, re ceiving a salary of about 35 dollars per month. 

This was a hard task because most of them came from different 
states, had different books, some having none at 'all and with many 
different classifications as to grades. 

The settlers, of course, had thrilling experiences. None of the in­
habitants had cars or had even seen one, but there was a rumor that a 
car was going through. The people all gathered in what was then main 
street to see the great novelty which it indeed, proved to be at ~his 

particular time. Although the car went only about five or ten miles an 
hour people stood back in order to give it plenty of room. 

Another story is also told about a cyclone. Two or three men who 
were working on a well jumped into the well so that they might be shel­
tered from the storm. A little while later one of the men climbed to the 
top and peered over, "The town has been swept away," he told his fellow­
men, after a long gaze. One of the other men then climbed up to look. 
"Why." he said, " you were looking north instead of south; the town 
is stilI standing." This was the laugh of the town for a couple of weeks. 

This 'informati on was received from an old settler, Miss C. M. Hall 
of Harrold. 

Notes From Early Records-In Superintendent's Office 
1902-Cfass Motto-"Will find a way, or make one." 
1901-Hattie Pietrus, -Buckeye, received perfect attendance certifi· 

cate, 
1902-Perfect Attendance 

Everett Schumacher Peter and Otto Lindbloom 
Martin Samuelson Gilbert Pearson 
Albert, John, and Ida Westlund Marion IhIl 

1903-Class Mbtto-"I can and I will ." 
Only two 8th grade graduates, Lillie Pearson and Robert Riggs. 

1904-Louisana Purchase Centennial Exposition at S1. Leuis-Ex­
cerpt from notice of S. D. World's Fair Commission. 
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"A grea t portion of th e people of this nation look upon 
South Dakota as th e home of the Indian, the cowboy an d th e 
outlaw, and wonde r If we have any churc hes or schools. Th e 
great expositi on will be an oppor tu nity to show to all th a t In 
ed ucation, as well as the pr odu ction of fine crops, South Da­
kota stands In th e fro nt line." 

1906- Cla ss Motto-"Be ready," 
.1906- Since las t legislature added to the req uirements for teacher's 

cer ti fica te s a knowledge of S. D. history, the announcement 
tha t the American Boo k Co. has ju s t dssue d "A Br ief His to ry 
of South Dakot a," a li ttle volume fro m the pen of Doane 
Ro binson wllI Ibe of special In terest . 

1906- Revised Course of Study. 
1906- Sys tem of Ethica l Training in Public Schools Adopted-­

"S outh Da kota is t he first state in the union to ad opt th e 
system of moral and ethical t rai n ing," 

1906- P res. Theod or e Roosev elt cause s fu ro r by directing th at 300 
simplified spelli ng words recommended by th e Carnegie 
committee be used In printing of pub lic docum ents. 

Here a re a few : dasht, catalog, judgm en t. blush t, de­
prest, ki st , claspt, drest, mama. 

1906-Aglt a tl on for perfect universal language-e-Bsperanto. 
1906- Hans A. Ustrud-State Superlntendenl 
1907-Supt. Ida Hatch of Hughes Co., Issued a ca ll fo r 20 teachers 

need ed to fill va cancies In the county. 

BLUNT EARLY DAY HAPPENINGS� 
History of Blunt� 

By Virginia L eeper 

The town of Blu nt Is loca ted In northern Hughes County and was 
named after Mr . J ohn E . Blunt, chief en gineer for the Ch icago and 
Northwestern ra ilway wh en th e railroad was fi rst la id through this ter­
ri tory. It Is s it uated in a beau tiful va lley which Is t ra versed by Med icine 
Cre ek , and is famous for Its fe r tile soi l. When -th e valle y wa s first 
settled it con ta ine d only th e "Lone Tree," but po ssesses at the pr esent 
time more trees than any other townsite In the county. 

Few tow ns of Its size ca n boast so varied and Interesti ng a history 
as this one . Th e story of th is settlement pr esents In a n unu su al way th e 
panorama of events usu ally associated with a pioneer settlement. The 
rapid growth of the great central region of the United States, th e great 
westward migration of population, th e magnit ud e of which had never 
bef or e be en equa led In hi s tory Is portray ed in small degree In the story 
of thi s on e settleme nt. 

The fi rs t r ecord of the town dates ba ck to 1880. t he year when the 
Chicago and Northwestern ra ilway was built through to P ierre. In tha t 
sa me year Mr. John Miller s toppe d off at th is "siding" and he took a 
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claim ju st south of th e present town. T o this m an goes the dis ti nc tion 
of having been th e firs t set tl er in Blunt. 

There was no further se ttleme nt un til J anu ary, 1882. On th e sixth 
of tha t mon th Mr. Georg e W. Freela nd, Mr. J ohn J . Stebbins and Mr. 
N. E . Westover to ok claims In the va lley . Mr. William ' J . Leeper also 
ca me In J anu ary, 1882. Mr . Freeland built a shack under the only t ree In 

- th e valley. This "Lon e Tree" is s till in exis ten ce and Is loca ted on the 
bank of a stream sout h of town at t he site where a mill was located 9­

few years la ter. 
On th e 23rd of March, 1882, a group of people kno wn a s the " Ill inoi s 

Colony" arri ved from L incoln , Ill in ois, and th e sev eral families to ok 
cla ims In a body north west of Blunt. During the s pring a few con ti nue d 
to a rrive from time to time. By July 4 th ere were a bou t 65 persons in 
the vicinity. 

A pos toffice was opened in Blun t July 1, 1882, wit h N. E. Westover a s 
postmas ter. In th at same year the fi rst store wa s starte d in Blu n t by 
W. F. Seward of , Pi erre. Th e first New spa per made Its app earance In 
Ma rch , 1882 and was k nown a s th e Medici ne Va lley Times. T he Ad vo­
ca te, th e pr esen t Blunt pa per put out Its fi rst editi on J uly 21, 1883. 

Th e origina l townsite was platted In 1882 a nd by April I , lo ts In 
S te bbins a nd Freeland' s additi on were pla ced on sale. 

Accord ing to a n issue of th e Advocate, da ted August 4, 1883, the 
town of Blun t conta ined a n unu su al n umb er of busines s buildings, it 
sta te s th a t th ere were, "Hotel s 6, groceries 12, law and land off ices 11, 
lumber yard's 9, dry goods stores 5, clothing stores 4, drug s tores 4, 
ha rdware 6, sa loons 5, bakeries 4," etc. The arti cle summarizes, "This 
Is certa inly a very good bu siness showing fo r a town of 1,000 in habi­
ta nt s a nd only th re e months old ." 

Th e "eighties " were generally a pro sp erous ti me for th e new settle­
ment. New se t tlers ca me In la rge num bers, induced both by th e ra il ­
road companies and the ease of obtaining new la nd . The trading terri­
tory sur rounding Blunt was very la rge, exte nding south and west to th e 
Missour i Ri ver, eas t for many miles and north for a lm os t a hundred 
miles. Stages made regula r t rips to Le Beau, Fairbank, Clifton and oth er 
points north. 

Th e period of greatest growth an d prosperit y fo r Blun t occurred 
during the de ca de betw ee n 1883 a nd 1893. Th e census reached a peak 
of 1600 inha bit an ts during th a t ti me . W ith all du e respect to it s able 
ci ti ze ns and th eir best efforts to pr eserve th is pro sper ity it is ack now­
ledged tha t from 1893 to the pr esen t ti me th ere ha s been a very s te ady 
decli ne in business affairs in Blunt. Again we can dra w th e close 
parallel between the history of th is particul ar tow n and a t housa nd 
ot her so-calle d " boom" tow ns. The peak at which it start ed could not 
be maintained for obvious na tural reasons. In th e fi rst pla ce a railroad 
wa s built extending fr om the East to Gettysburg, making this to wn a 
rival trading ce n ter to Blunt and dr a wing on mu ch of It s valuable trad ing 
territory. In th e second pla ce P ierre, onl y thirty mil es di stant became 
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th e ca pital of th e State and had always .been th e . coun ty se a t of Hughes 
Count y. Many of the most en te rpris ing of . Blunt busines s men saw 
greater opportuniti es for wealth in the ca pita l cit y and mov ed to Pierre; 
Dr ou th and depr essi on soon dis cou raged some of the ear ly settlers and 
they returned to their hom es in the East or began ca t tle ra ising in stead 
of farming . 

Shortl y after the turn of the century prosp erity seeme d to corne back 
to t he settleme nt in a small measure a nd th e years 1906 to 1910 sawn 
pe rio d of re newed ac ti vity in the ci ty of Blunt. In 1910 anothe r eve nt 
took pla ce whi ch tended fur th er to diminish activit y in Blunt. This was 
the building of the rail ro ad north from Blunt to Gettysburg, reli eving 
Blu nt of her en ti re northern t ra ding territory and fur th er dlmfulahlng 
new enter prise in th e town. 

Two wars involving th e Un ited States have occurred during th e 
Ilre-tlme of Blunt, t he Span is h-Ame rica n and th e W orld W ar. At th ese 
t¥fi es of national eme rge nc y th e citi zens of Blunt were glad to gi ve 
th eir utmost of life and property for th eir count ry. Th ere are st ilI a 
number of people residing here who . took part in these combats a nd 
la ck of time and spac e pr ev ent mentioning th eir names here. However, 
we s ti ll r ecognize th eir se rvice and failure to mention th eir names 
diminishes in no way our appreciation of th eir sa crifice. 

A great many events of lasting importance to Blunt took pla ce in 
th e year 1920. A period of boom prosp erity again seem ed to invad e 
th e town. New settlers streame d in and land values aga in rea ch ed 
astonishing lev els. Th e population, a lt hough mu ch depl eted si nce th e 
day s of early se ttleme nt rea ch ed a lev el to permit th e es ta blishme nt of 
a city for m of governmen t consis ti ng of a mayor and counc ilme n. 

Th e cit ize ns of th e town deem ed it neces sary to es ta blis h a four­
year accre dit ed high school a nd this wa s als o accomplished in 1920. A 
new sc hool building was erec te d to a ccommodate th e enlarge d program. 

Some en te r pr is ing people of th e town, beli eving in th e pos sibility 
that oil could be located here, finan ced the drilling of a well in 1920. 
Th e a t te mpt proved un successful. 

In May , 1920, a flood of quite se ve re proportions occurred in Blunt. 
A se ries of heavy spring rains had cause d Medicine Cre ek to overflow, 
flooding almost the enti re valley and ca us ing cons idera ble damage to 
homes and washing out 19 miles of track between Blunt and Pi erre. 

In .1921 the town voted to establish a municipal water supply system 
and sin ce that time th ere have been few er disastrous fires in Blunt. 

Blunt has had its own history of Incoming and outgoing people, the 
es tablis hment of new businesses and failure s and discouragements have 
likewise occurred. New hom es have be en built, old homes moved away 
until the present town resembles the settlement of 1883 not at all. . . 

In the short space of this brief account it is impossible to mention 
the names of all the people who have helped to build the town, their 
efforts are duly appreciated and accounts of their activity can' be found 
in records elsewhere. 
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By way of sta tis:tic a l information Blunt in July, 1934, is a to wn of 
a pproxi mately 500 citi zens. The ci ty go ve r nme nt is h ead ed by the 
mayor , W . S. Leep er. and th e foll owing counc ilme n. Gust Strom . H. 
Tennyson . L . Osterkamp. Ard en Shipley. Ll oyd Allison. G. E . Marsh an d 
H . Glans, cle rk. Blunt has fou r churc he s, Catholi c, P resby te rian, 
Meth odist a nd Christia n. Othe r organi za tio ns of importan ce are the 
Am eri can Legion, Am erican Legi on Auxiliary. th e Order of th e Eas tern 
S tar and th e Masonic Lodge. 

Th e pr esent sch ool sy stem cons is t s of about 150 s tude nts, a supe rin­
tendent an d se ve n tea ch ers. There are three buildings. a high school 
building. a g rade school building and a gymnasium. 

In conc lus ion I ca n only say that I con sider it a great privileg e to 
have been allowed to com pile this bri ef hi s tory ana have done my best 
with limited time, refe re nce material and abili ty . If important event s 
an d characte r s have been omitted , I ca n only beg that I m ay be exc used 
on this account. 

Taken' fr om our files of th e Blun t Advocate under the dating of 
Saturday, July 21, 1883. This paper was a large 9 colum n, 4 page and 
enti re ly se t by hand. 

In an a r ticle headed, 'Blun t Hi s tory,' we fi nd r ecorded : " Many a 
town in the East no larger than Blu nt have a history da ting back to the 
Revolution . Us ua lly those pla ces hav e little besides their hi story to 
boa s t of. Blunt is willing to m ake the mo st of her hi s tory, bu t ca res 
mor e for the bu sy pre sen t and the great future which she fee ls is just 
before her. One year ago the s ite wh ere sh e now is located wa s a most 
beautiful, circular, prairie-bottom wi th on ly on e or t wo buildings in view ; 
th ree or four months ag o only a few more shac ks had been a dde d, but 
with the opening of Spring and the influx of n ew se ttle rs the ne w to wn 
began to take sha pe a nd m ost of the tim e ha s been booming. E ven no w 
during th e season usu ally cons ide re d dull new buildings are started 
a lmos t daily an d merchants a nd hotel m en rep or t a good business . 

In 1880 Mr. John Mill er s topped ot t a t th e 'Siding' and t ook a claim 
just sou th of the pres en t town. To him belongs th e cre dit of ha vlug 
been the firs t settler in the vicinity of Blunt. Mr. Mill er mus t have had 
a lon ely time at hi s cla im as t he re do esn 't seem to have been any further 
set tleme nt until 1882. On th e 6th of J anuary of tha t year Mr. George 
Freeland, Mr. J ohn J. Stebbins, an d Mr. N. E. W es tover appear to hav e 
di scov ered simultaneously the advantages of this valley for a town-site 
and each sq ua t te d on a quar ter sectio n of land. Judge L eep er came in 
the same yea r and took up a cla im clo se to the others. 

"On th e 23rd of March , 1882, wh at is known as the " Ill ino is Colony" 
arrived from Lincoln, Ill .. and the se ve ra l families t ook cla ims in a 
body just no rtheast of Blunt. This body consisted of Damascus Zollers. 
wir e and tw o boys and married daughter, Mrs. Houney; Samuel Hayes, 
wif e and three daughters ; John Zoll ers and wif e; J. J . Houtz and 
wi fe ; George -Raber, wi fe and little girl ; Orin Reed and family ; 
Finch Re ed and family; Emanuel Ir eland, wif e and child; L. H. Dixon, 
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George J. Reed, Alb ert Eb erts , Beverly Coop er, an d Frank Cunningham, 
in all tw enty-sev en persons. During th e spring a few more arrived anrl 
it is es ti mated about sixty-five were in th e vicinity aro und th e Fo urth 
of July. In th e Fall \V. F. Sew ard and family came from P ierre and 
sta r te d a store on their cla im northea s t. A Po stoffi ce was ordered 
opened at Blunt in July, 1882, bu t by some mistake it wa s located at the 
Tank. and was no t moved to Blun t until Augu st, wh en Mr . N. F . West­
over wa s th e Po stmaster. 

"The depot wa s loca ted at th e foot of Pi erre st ree t, a box ca r having 
pr eviously don e duty as both a pa ss en ger an d fr eight depot. 

"The fir s t regular board ing house was open ed in March by Mr s. 
Ev ans, now known as th e Evans House. Th e Metropolitan Hotel. on e 
of th e largest and fin est along th e Dakota Centra l ra il road wa s erec te d 
at a cos t of over $7,000. 

"A s an ind ication of th e cha rac te r of th e people flo cking into tho 
new count ry it is only necessary to say th a t they did not negl ect th eir 
religious du ty . Prea ching was held fr equently las t summe r by Rev. 
~lcG ready a nd others. 

"Day sc hoo l was op en ed in May by Miss Emma Kingsbury, to wh om 
thi s communit y has been indebted for it s fir st sc hool fa cilities . 

"Almost before th e boom st ruc k Blunt, a new spaper wa s s ta r te d in 
March . It was known a s the Medicine Valley Times a nd th e fir st 
propri etors were A. C. Lanish and 'I'hos. P . H opp, It wa s publish ed in 
the Westover & Hou tz' s land office, a room 14 feet squa re . The pa per 
cha nged "hands four times in a s many week s, th e present proprietor 
taking possession May 21. It was th e la tes t editi on in Blu nt as t he 
Blun t Advo cate; the fir st is su e of which lay s befor e you." 

Ano the r heading in this edit ion, OUR FIRST MAN UFACTORY, r e­
la tes to an en te r pris e operated by Mr . Sargent, "at hi s shop, be tw een 
State street a nd Lone Tree avenue , h e ha s in a small way begun to 
mak e bed spr ings and hopes to increase his fa cilities ." 

A graded race t ra ck wa s built so th ese early settle rs could se ttle 
all a rgume n ts wh en it came to owning fast ' t r ot te rs ,' 

An ot her to pic taken fro m this old copy, " Corn stalks th e h eight of 
a man were shipped east by expre ss. Evidently so me residen t is bound 
to convince in credulous fr iends in the east th a t Dakot a is a corn 
coun try," " Drought is unkn own an d the crops are eviden ce of th e 
exceeding proauctiven ess of Dakota soil ," "The grass es on th e hill s 
and in th e vall eys a re th e most nutritous in the world," "As a corn 
raising count ry it is unquestionably equal to Iowa or eve n Illinois," 

Some of the a dvertiseme nts were t ruly 'master pieces,' One of th em 
st a ted, " Disease Cure d Without Medicin e" which wa s a promotional 
a rgume nt in favor of the wond erments of th e Magnetic Kidney Belt. 
Anoth er would have it th at "Hostetter's Bitters" was th e only sure cure 
for any and all stomach di sorders. Still a nothe r, "Wise 's Axl e Gr ease 
Never Gum s," Many other small advertisements offere d money to loan 
for proving up cla im s. 
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Abe Lincoln 's Teach er 
One of th e on ly tangib le rem nants of Abraham Lincoln's transactions 

with Dakota Territory, th e state still unborn, is hi s signa ture scrawled 
a wkwardly on an imp osing do cum ent appointing J . P. Kidder, associate 
justice , Februa ry 3, 1865. The autograph, on e of many fa mo us on es , 
is trea sured by State H is tori a n Lawren ce K. F ox. Lincoln sign ed the 
appotntment only two months befor e hi s a ssassination. Thus, one of 
his first and one of hi s las t offi cial a cts ha d to do with Dak ota Territory. 

According to Mr . Fox, Lin coln 's sc hool teac he r once lived at Blunt" 
Com ing to th e Ter ritory and res id ing a t Blunt, Men to r Graha m pa ssed 
away and was buried th ere. A few years ago th e former sc hoolma ste r 
of the Civ il War Presiden t was removed from his grave at Blunt and 
tak en to P et ersburg, Illi nois , for interment, near the ' pla ce of Lin coln's 
youn g manh ood. 

The name of Li ncol n ha s been bestowed upon a county in Sout h 
Dakota. And an attempt to crea t a new s ta te out of th e Black H:Hs 
r egion would perpe tu ate th e name- L in coln . 

Blunt's Early Days 
(From a le t t er by H enry Hoffman , on e of th e ea r ly settlers .) 

In reply to your request in the "Pierre Daily Dakotan", h eaded "OLD 
TI ME RS ASKED TO HELP CH IL DREN", will say I came 10 Blunt in 
the spring of 1883, from Plankinton, Aurora Cou nty , Dakota Territ ory, 
for at th at tim e th e pr e sent South Dakota had not been admitted as a 
state, and wi thin one month after my arrival at Blunt a s a resident of 
that pla ce, I had the hon or of being elected Chairman of the Sch ool 
Board of Blunt To wnship. The other two members of the school board 
were Charles Hammond , Secr etary, an d Dr . Va nvelsor, T rea surer. It 
beca me our duty to plan and build three sc hool ho us es. The four room 
schoo l house a t Blunt was the la rges t of th e three. This wa s planned 
so that a s t he town increased in pop ulation an additional fou r rooms 
could be buil t on th e s outh side, th us making a n eight roo m sc hool 
build ing wit h an upper and a lowe r hallw ay as t he entrance to the schoo l 
rooms on both upper and lower floors . This build ing was lo ca ted in th e 
center of an enti re blo ck, th us giving plenty of playgroun d for the 
ch ild re n. 

Du rin g t he first few years after the found ing of Blunt it had an 
estimated pop ulation of a bout 3,000 persons, and wa s the la rgest busine ss 
center in the ce n tra l pa rt of South Dakota. Bes ides many retail stores 
it had a wholesal e groce ry op erated by C. N. Hawley, a whole sale ha rd ­
wa re s to re . many la rge lumber ya rds , a la rge opera house, man y hote ls 
a nd board ing houses , tw o flour mill s, se veral churc h buildings bes ides 
m any large and sma ll res idence buildings. 

Of dis tingui sh ed pe r son s who hon ored Blunt with th eir pr esen ce 
were the Sioux Chie f, Dr ifti ug Goose , a nd hi s in te r preter, who mad e the 
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writer a very interest ing visit, in which vrslt he stated tha t 'he was ma de 
Chie f of the Si oux India ns because he al ways liv ed an upright lif e. 

Another dtsttngutshed pers on wa s Miss Alice H amill, dau ghter of 
S. S. Hamlll, M.A., a world ren owned eloc uti onist and author of "New 
Scien ce of Elocution" , who ga ve a magnlflcient ente r ta inment in th e 
Blunt Opera H ouse. 

But th e grea te st woman acco rd ing to all hi story- ancient a nd 
mod ern-of the world that honored Bl unt with h er pr esen ce was Miss 
Susan B. Antho ny, wh o started a nd persi st ed in a mov em ent that has 
now fre ed the women of a ll th e principal countr ies of the wor ld. She 
s tands out as th e greates t wom an of a ll times . The writer had the 
honor of visiting wi th her while he and hi s family accompanied h er from 
Blunt to On ida, Sully County, wh ere she delive red a lecture, th e grea tes t 
th e wr it er has eve r had the pr ivilege to hear. 

A Few Words of Early History at Blunt 
My father ca me to Blunt in 1882. The U. S. Land Offi ce was at 

Huron at that time. On Oct. 12, 1882, fa ther fil ed on a heH se ctio n of 
land 2 mil es eas t of Blu n t. Our homestead was NE 14 15-112-76 and our 
tree cla im wa s S\\T14 14-112-76 wh ich we s t ill own. W e moved onto the 
land April 4, 1883. We ca me from South English, Keokuk Co., Io wa. 
We had 2 mules, 2 horses an d 2 cows. You could get a ll the sod break­
ing yo u could do that yea r at $6.00 per acre. 

I wen t to school in Blunt with May Cowa n, now Mrs. rio W . March, 
J ennie Ston e, Frank and Fred P igney , Emma Airh art, n ow Mr s. T ra cy 
an d Mr s. Gropengesier of On ida. 

The county offi cers were: Commissione rs G. \V. Harr is , P . F . McClure, 
S. G. Evans ; Reg ist er of Deed s, J. A. McArthur ; Sheriff, P . W. Corn ­
ford ; Treasurer, D. S. Williams ; Justi ce of the P ea ce, C. N. Kli en­
Ielter and J . J . Houtz; Constable s , J ohn Bark, Ni cholas Gearhard, W . H. 
Gray and Louis Sch erzenger; Corone r , Dr. \V. B. 'Stee re. Offi cers in 
Blunt : J . C. Stebbins, Dep uty Sh eriff and Dep uty U. S. Marshal ; Con­
s table, Orrin Reed ; J . J. H outz was Jus ti ce of the P ea ce. 

The' summer of 1883, Blunt had 2 flo ur mills and a broom fa ctory 
r un by Mr . Bak er. The Opera Block wa s 72 x 51 with 3 store room s 
downstairs . The se cond floor was used for the Opera Ho us e. The 
Metropolitan Hotel was 3 s tor ies hi gh and ha d frontage of 60 ft. on each 
of 2 s treets. ' It wa s open ed for bus iness about th e middle of J un e, 1883. ' 
The Dickover House, of 21h stories was open for business about May 
1, 1883. 

I br oke the ground for the Youngbloo d Park where th e grove now 
is, at th e north en d of ma in s treet . 

Blunt ha d 2 banks, the Ba nk of Blu n t a nd the Hugh es Co. Bank, 
both do ing a big bu si ness . Wrn . Brown, real estate, later built the r esi­
den ce across the stree t fro m the St. Charles Hotel In Pi erre. Dr . D. W. 
Robinson had a n office in the Clapp an d Son Drug s to re . He later ca me 
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to Pierre. N. E . Westover wa s fir st postmaster in Blunt. Chas, Burke 
had a real estate offi ce . He located later at Pierre. Archi e Cowan had 
a boot and shoe fa ctory. H e wa s th e father of Mrs . D. W. Marsh. John 
and Bob Barkley had a harness and saddle factory. Kemp Bros., books 
and gen eral store, later lo cated in Pi erre and built the K emp block on 
Pierre Street. Wm . Rowland, A. E. Butler and Gr isham J ones Hard­
wa re Co., had one building 24 x 70 with 2 stories and one 16 x 40. W. 
H . Gleckler and P . F. McClure, big hardware store, manager Lawren ce 
Mauch. This firm also had a hardware s tore in Pierre at th e same 
tim e. Ho lm es, Will sey furniture store later located on Pierre St., at 
Pierre. Schouweil er Bros., gen eral store, all doing a prospering bu siness. 

_ In 1884 Blunt held a county fair. The grounds were 1 mil e eas t of 
town. Th ey had a ni ce round ra ce track. There were many exhibits. 

From th e mouth of Medicin e Cr eek on down th e Missouri river was 
Indian Reservation. Chas. Barry had a log house about: 3 mile s down 
th e riv er fr om Medicine Cre ek in th e timber. At DeGrey there was Hank 
Jones and on th e west s ide of the creek wa s Bill Gill en. In the lower 
end of th e Big Bend Old St. John. Th es e were all squaw men who had 
settled here in th e early days. 

In th e early days we burned hay, flax straw and buffalo chips for 
fu el. We would gather th e bu ffalo chips in th e -Ia ll by t he wagon load 
and store th em under a dry roof for winter; when the snow was deep 
and we couldn' t get anything else . Later we got-wood from Chas. Barry. 
a squa w man, who liv ed down the river. We would go down and stay 
all night and sleep on th e floor of hi s log cabin and pay him $1.00 per 
load for th e wood . It would take us 2 days to get a load o~ wood . Later 
we us ed to go down to th e mouth of Chapell e Creek and get wood from 
Bill Gill an, al so from Wm. Ashley Jones, a rebel s oldie r who us ed to give 
us "hell " if we eve r m en tioned a Un ion s oldle r : so we had to be a lit tle 
careful what we said wh en we were around wh ere this old devil wa s. 
H e had killed se ve ral poor fellows in his time just because they had 
let th eir tongue run away with th em. 

In 1896 we had an awful hard winter, the snow was over two feet 
on th e lev el. You couldn't get a nywhere . if you eve r got off th e main 
trail. 

The first couple in Blunt, to be made man and wif e wa s in th e sh ad e 
of the old lone tree, which was a cottonwood. 

We had a neighbor who had a cla im about 1% miles south of us. 
H e had just an old shack, so he dug a little hole about 2 ft. square and 
3 feet deep and put up a sign with this inscription on it: "These improve­
ments might be better, and th e water might be wetter, this hol e will 
answer as a well even if water is not to be found this sid e of hell ." 

Th e Hughes County Cour thouse was built in 1883 at Pierre, S. D. 
The corner stone was laid by th e Odd F ellows lodge of Pierre and H. J. 
Simms was th e master of ceremonies. He was a wholesale and retail 
liquor dealer and his pla ce of 'busines s was on Pierre Street about wh ere 
the Thomas Gro cery is now . Pi erre had street ca rs propelled by one 
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little mu le, running from th e Locke Hotel to East Pierre on Dakota Ave. 
Another lin e ran from th e Locke Hotel one blo ck west and then up the 
hill , to Capit ol Ave. This ca r was propelled by two little mu le s. All 
cars ran until 11 P . M. 

P ierre had a number of large ho tel s. Among th em wa s the North 
Western, a th ree s tory building, whi ch 'Was wh ere the Harding Garage 
now stands. Th e Grand Pacific wh ere the Red Owl Store now s ta nds. 
Th e Park Hotel, whi ch is the old Hospital build ing at this time ; the 
Well s Ho use of three 'stories which was about 6 blo cks east of the 

-By Gus Kleinschmidt, March 8, 1937. 

Metropoli tan Hot el , r eferred to in th e pr evi ous a rticle. 

The Blunt Oil Well 
(By Celia Carey) 

During th e prosperous days of 1921-1922 promise of anothe r boom . 
came to Blunt in the promotion of the Blunt Oil Well. A Mr . Adams 
fostered th e survey of th e formations about Blunt and se t tled upon a 
s ite close to th e railroad right of way about a quarter of a mile east of 
Blunt as th e lo cation- of the oil dome which wou ld bring wealth. The 
company was organized. Stock was sold, and more s tock . Le ases we re 
made. Peop le had vis ions of Blunt rising lik e the mushroom cities of 
th e Oklahoma oil fields from a population of 600 people one day to a 
seething metropolis of 30,000 th e next. The derrick wa s erecte d and 
engines and machinery were pla ced in readiness for drilling to begin. 
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On the day of th e breaking of th e ground a "Spudding In Day " cele bra­
tion was held. People from th e whole sur ro unding country came. A 
foo tb all game. ban ds. a s tun ti ng a ero plane. a pa ra chute drop. a nd a 
barbecue were some of the eve nts of the day. W e children expec te d to 
see at any ti me a grea t foun tain of oil burst from the top of the ' derrick . 

The promoters conti nued to se ll stock rarand wide un til all prospects 
had been urged to profit in thi s almost patriotic ente r pr ise. But the oil 
did not a ppear nor has it to this day appeare d. 

Mr. Adams has gone in search of mor e ca pital. the s tock ho ld ers 
have th ei r worthless s tock. and th e derri ck is in ruins. Ano the r boom 
bubble ha s 'burst. 

The Great Blizzard 
(Told by Mr s. E . F . Mercer to Mary Schroer) 

Although th e morning of J a nu a ry 12th, 1888. had seem ed to 
promi se a bea utifully m ild winter day a few flakes of snow began 
falling before t he Merce r childre n we re r ea dy to leave for school. Mr. 
Mercer to ld th e ch ildren to wa it a few minut es to se e what' th e weather 
would be. In th e few mi nu tes all pos sibility of go ing to school ha d 
passed . Th e few flakes had beco me my riads . and the roaring north 
west gale ha d blown th e snow in to a ra ging sea of white darknes s. Th e 
blizz ard of .. ·88.... ha d begun. 

Mr. Mercer and two of the boys went out of th e house a shor t way. 
perhaps, to th e barn. In trying to com e ba ck to the house th e boys missed 
th e building and ran into th e hitching post beyond. Conside r ing ca re ­
fu lly what direction to go th ey tried again and ma naged to h it th e hou se. 
Th eir fa th er had run into the pump nearer to the house and wa s able 
to find hi s way to the door. 

Mr. Blakney . a t ea ch er in a school a bit east of Blun t . wanted to get 
home to his wif e because she was alone and would worry about h im. 
He sta r ted and although at fir s t he could see Ii littl e way ah ead. he soo n 
could see nothing bu t th e wh irling bli nding snow. Taking h is handker­
chie f he held it before him so he could tell which way th e wind was 
blowing. beca use he kn ew it was 'blowing toward his hom e. By watching 
the handkerch ief as a guid e he s tru ggle d on un til he s tumbled agains t 

• someth ing which he k new wa s ba ck of the house. Th en he succeeded 
in cra wli ng into the house. 

Fa rth er so uth east some of the sc hool ch ildren had reached scho ol 
befor e the storm struck . Ma ny of th em had to stay a t the school for 
tw o or three day s befor e th ey we re able to leave. 

A Pioneer of 1895 
Th e E . E. Simmon s' family came to Blunt in 1895. They hauled 

th eir hou seh old goods to the ir farm west of Blunt in a wagon. 
Befor e the y could get th ei r furniture in th e house. t hey we re 
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surprised by a blizzard not a very bad one to the people who lived here, 
but to a native of Ohio it see me d very severe. 

Mr. Simmons operated a store in Blunt for ab out three years. The 
Indians came in to buy supplies . He says that he dr eaded seeing a band 
of th em arr ive. Th ey would stand looking at the she lve s, see something 
the y wanted a nd point a t it. They nev er sp ok e a word of English. On 
being grunted a t by the father, a small Indian child 'would state what 
was wanted . Th e Indians paid for th e articles as the y got the m, th en 
ran out sid e and counted th eir money. 

Mr. Simmons al so rem embers wh en the Texas Longhorns roamed 
through the streets of the town, going to th e a rtes ia n well to dr ink. 

He tells of a n a mus ing in cid ent, wh en a bronco and hi s rid er went 
bu cking into th e barber shop wh ere Mr. Beebe , an old se t tle r was 
getting a shave . Mr. Beeb e jumped out of th e cha ir, towel and lather 
flying, to chase them out. 

Upo n being a sk ed wh y Blunt was loca ted here in stead of se ve ral 
mil es east whe re a wa ter tank that was ca lled "Clear "Water" wa s 
loca ted , Mr. Simmons said th at three prominent ranch ers, one of t hem 
the afor em ention ed Mr. "Beeb e, had ranch es here . . Th ey got togeth er 
and pursuaded th e people to se t tl e in Blunt. 

- The lma Frazier. 

An Experience of the E. F. Mercer Family 
Th e Mercer family ca me to Hughes County in April, 1883. They 

settle d on th eir claim three mil es eas t of Blunt, a long th e s ide of th e 
road which is known now as U.S. Hi ghway, No . 14. On this farm Mr s. 
Mercer and two of her so ns live"a t the pr es ent time. 

Probably, the mos t prom ine nt feature of that ti m e was Bell's idea 
to murder Small. Small and Bell were two agents. Bell had his re s i­
denc e in Harrold, while Sm all s taye d in Blunt. One day th ey agree d 
upon signing some pap ers. They met just eas t of the Mercer home­
s tead. While Small was s igning th e document, Mr. Bell went to his 
wag on, go t hi s ha tchet, and th en proceeded in th e. killing of Sm all . He 
wrapped Small 's body in a blanket and buried him in a plowed field 
nearby. 

Many days passed a nd th e people of Blunt were very tnqutsttlve 
about t he di sappearan ce of Small. A detecti ve wa s secured to Inv esti­
ga te th e matter . He come out here, :but k ept th e authority of t he 
det ective bu siness a secre t. As th e detective was suspicious of Mr. 
Bell , he kept hi s re siden ce in Harrold, nea r Bell 's hom e. The detective 
pr et ended as though he had committed a murder. H e had killed a man 
by th e name of Sm all. Bell was th en arrested and taken to Pierre, to 
th e jail . After Bell was ta ken to P ier re , a ri ot broke out in Blunt and 
Harrold wh ich resulted in a mob go ing to Pi erre. The mob too k 
hatchets and broke in the ja il door. They to ok Bell captive. Bell was 
hung over the flag pole, in the court yard. 

-31­



Mrs. Mercer recalls tha t at one time th ere were large fair grounds 
east of Blunt. Th e gro unds had a large race track . There were many 
wome n rid ers. Although th e people of those days did not have many 
veg etables , fr uits and other things to exhibit, the women di splayed 
beautiful fanc y work. 

-Florence Jane, J ennietta Shore, Gerald Shore. 

Early Pioneer Days 
Mr s. Thomas Whal en endure d many hardships in the early days of 

Hugh es County. She lived in a dugout 10 miles south of Blu nt. The 
dugo ut was built si mila r to a cave with a half-story hous e made over 
the top. 

'While livin g in this humble home, she experienc ed a sev ere 
blizza rd whi ch lasted two days in 1888. Th e snow was so t hick that 
her husband too k a clothe sline, fa stene d one end to the du gout, and, 
a fter a lon g sea rch for th e barn , connecte d th e other end of the line to 
the barn S{) he would be able to find hi s way ba ck. In this terrible 
s torm th ey lost nearly all th eir ca ttle. No train ca me from Huron for 
105 da ys followin g thi s blizzard . 

In tho se day s eve ryone let hi s cattle run all over the prairie, and 
hired men to herd. During blizzards many ca t tle perish ed, because they 
had no she lter. Th e round-ups , wh ere all ca ttle own ers branded their 
cattl e, were exci ti ng occasions. Here th e cowboys showe d th eir great 
sk ill in ca tc hing wild , long-horned ca ttle. 

Mrs. Whal en a lso remembered many very cold win ters wh en the 
peo ple ha d to wrap th eir feet with canvas to keep th em from treeztng, 
There wa s no wood an d they had no money to buy coal so the y had to 
resor t to using cow chips and hay for fuel. 

Mrs. J ohn Mile s was an other pione er lady wh o expe r ience d many 
hardsh ips . Sh e related a very des tructi ve fire s ta r ted northw est of 
Okoboj o in 1889 and sw ept th rough Hu gh es county down to th e Missour i 
Ri ver. A wind blowing eigh ty miles an hour forced the flames along 
th ro ug h the ta ll buffalo grass leaving behind a pa th of r uin. It took the 
fire on ly forty-fiv e m inu tes to rea ch th e r iver. Mr s. Miles told about 
Ann ie Sw een ey who wa s a lon e on her fa the r 's farm. An ni e saw the 
fire approaching a nd ran to free the stock, bu t before she ha d time to 
mak e her esca pe after finish ing her mi ssi on the fir e had sur rounded 
th e place and she perish ed with the s tock. In memory of this gi r l' s death 
a song wa s wr itt en telling of her bra ve a ttem pt to fr ee th e ca t tle and 
es cape, hersel f. 

Many oth er such raging fires were witnessed by this pioneer woman. 
Such pr airie fires were common occurren ces in early days. 

Th e experien ces of th ese two wom en give a picture of only a few of 
th e hardships suffe re d by th e pioneers of Dakota Territory. 

Sylvia Eldge and Dorothy W eck er. 
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Breaking S.od On The Prairies--Taber 
(The F'ollowlng Is A Referen ce Ma de To H ughes County In This Book)' 

Behind the littl e village, which we lea rned was named Blun t, massi ve ' 
hills ro se one over th e other. The roa d se emed endless, as we wended 
our wa y upward to th e summ it of what we afte rwa rd learned was ca lled 
a " butte," one of a se rie s of hills th a t. foll owing the Missouri ri ver, 
spread eastwa rd until merged into the prairies. 

When we reach ed the top, we found ourselv es facing a count ry al mos t 
a s flat as a table, which extende d north and eas t a s far as we could see. 
We had no trouble in following th e ro ad , a s' it was the on ly mark of man 
or beast in evidence. Not a house, not a barn wa s ,in s ight ; not a 
furrow of plowed land. Mile after mil e we drove, and ho ur after hou r! 

Oft en , we would stop and ge t ou t of the bu ggy to res t and to pic k 
prairie flowers ; blossoms that we never before ha d se en. But what 
interested us mo st were the many bu ffal o ske le to ns , lai d ou t, as it were, 
to blea ch like whi te sheets upon the green pr airies, mute ev ide nce f)f 
a n almo st extinc t fo rm of li fe. Some of these ske le tons were almos t 
intact; th e teeth in th e jaw s were un loosen ed , while grea t mats ' of 
coarse hair s till clung to th e skulls between th e horns. 

At one stop in particul a r, th e fee ling tha t perhap s the foo t of white 
man never had t rodden these vi rg in plai ns took possession of us and 
we fe lt that we we re on holy groun d. The prairie grass, swa ying in the 
sum me r win d, gave the wide expanse of t he country the semblance of a 
vast ocean, the wa ves of which never we re a t rest. I trembled with fear 
at th e immen sity of it all and wondered wh at this s trange country held 
for us. I seemed in danger of losing a ll se nse of persona l identity, 
m er ged , as it were, into th e e te rnal vastnes s of space. 

The Besancons 
H. 0 .Besancon was one of the real pioneers of Hughes county, 

coming west fro m New York in 1883 for h is wi fe 's health. a nd loca ti ng 
at Harrold wh ere he es tablis he d th e Harrold Star, a liv e paper tha t 
cont r ibute d its fu ll share tow ard attracting settlers to this coun ty. Mr s. 
Besan con did not reg ain her health a nd di ed th at fa ll, being the first 
woman buried at Harrold . 

In 1893 Mr. Bes an con mo ved to Blunt a nd bought the .Advoca te fro m 
W. S. Ingham who had been pr eceded as publish er by Geor ge Schlosser. 
H e conti nue d as publish er of the Advocate from 1893 until his dea th in 
1915, wh en the work wa s taken up by h is son, C. E. Besancon wh o con­
tinued as edit or and pub li sher until 1927 wh en he was succeede d by 
Haro ld Felhaber, a nd the following year 'C. E. and h is wif e (former ly 
F ern Dri sty) and th eir ch ildren, Betty and Clark, moved to Rapid Cit y 
whe re Claire has since been enga ge d in comme rc ial printing until th e 
fi rst of this ye a r wh en he be came deputy auditor of Penningt on county. 

H. O. Besancon marri ed Mrs. Lucinda H elm in 1886, and a few years 
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afte r her death mar ried, in 1908, Mrs. Mary Holmes , a pioneer woman 
who loca ted in Hyde coun ty a mong the ea rlies t se t tle rs . Mrs. Besan con 
s pen t the las t six .yea rs of her life a t t he State Soldiers' H om e a t Hot 
S pr ings, from where she fr equ ently visited th e Besancon hom e in Rap id 
Cit y. Sh e pa ss ed a way March 17, 1936. . 

There we re few proje ct s of a communit y na ture tha t r eq uired 
a ttention in the early days of Ha r rold and Blun t that did not rece ive an 
impetus fro m th e rea dy pen and the helping hand of H. O. Besancon. 

The Barbecue 
(\Vritten by Regina Ho efer fro m informatio n given her by 

Mr s. E . F. Merc er ) 

In 1885 du ring th e boom days in Blunt a big ce lebration was held 
at whi ch one of t he main a tt rac ti ons for the in te rest ed immigran t s fro m 
the Ea st wa s a n Indian War Dance. Over fifty Sioux braves took part 
in the dance a nd while ma ny of the warriors wor e wh it e an d Ind ian 
scalps on thei r bel t s t hey wer e not on the war pa th. As pay for t he 
part. they took in the ce lebra ti on the Indians were given a beef by th e 
town people. After beating the animal to death the Indian s cooked it 
an d pa rtook of the feas t. 

The Unfinished Railroad 
(Writ te n by Ma ry Schroer fro m in formation given her by 

~lrs . E . F. ~I ercer ) 

For a few years during th e "E igh ti es" Blunt wa s thrilled with the 
prosp ect of having a se con d railroad build a lin e through th e city. A 
group of men , believ ed by som e to be ca r pe t bagge rs, orga ni zed the 
Du lu th, P ie rre, and Bla ck Hill s R ail ro a d Company to build a rai lroad 
from Dulu th throug h Aberdeen, Blun t and to Pi erre. Th e co mpa ny 
hop ed to get money an d grants of land from th e United· St a tes govern ­

.ment. The grad e was a ctua lly completed mos t of th e way from Aberdeen 
to Pi erre but no ra ils were eve r la id , .e it he r beca use th e boo m brok e 
or the road was given up. The old grade still s ta nds, ris ing in so me 
pla ces like lon g hills behind whi ch stock find kindly shelte r fro m win try 
winds, an d ma king in ot her places deep cuts in th e hills . 

The Garver Fa mily 
The Ga rver family came to Dak ota a nd to Blunt, May 26, 1883. The 

m orning of th e 27th , snow fell and during the day we ha d sev eral inch es, 
whi ch wa s rath er a d ism al welcome to strangers in a st range land . 
\Ve obtai ned a qu a rter of land as our pr eemption t wo mil es north of 
town. It wa s covered up by a nothe r se t tler who in ten ded to homes tead 
it late r . \Ve had a t wo-room ho use an d a go od we ll and altogether 
we fe lt very pr osperous . \Ve kn ew full we ll wha t pion eering mean t, 
t hough we never suffe re d, we had ha rdships to endure. 
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Blunt was a busy little town. All lin es of business were well' 
r ep resen ted. We had nea r ne ighbors on almost eve ry quarter of land : 
water was a great dr a w-ba ck many had to ha ul it a long di stance . 

Our la nd was near the Sully coun ty lin e, a nd th e mail rou te over 
whi ch all fr eight was hau led to Sully and Potter counties. 

\Ve were all happy and content ed. Our chief enjoyment wa s going­
to town Sa turday and going to Sunday school in a rural sc hool house. 
We were not blessed wi th an abundance of wealth. 'We were just one 
great family willing to help each other In eve ry way poss ibl e. 'l'Imes 
were hard and trying. 

We could usu all y ra ise vegetables. W e calle d th e li ttle purpl e to p 
turn ips, Dak ota apples, and ate t hem with great relish. We were nev er 
annoyed by India ns ; it was a rare treat to come to town the 4th of 
July wh en th ey would put on some kina of en te r tain me nt for us. 

- As dictated to Robert Tjomsland, a student . 

Adventures of William Hopkins 
William Hopkins arrive d in Hughes County Mar. 12, 1883. Blunt 

a t th is ti me wa s a very small town with only three building s ' and one 
sm all tr ee. Two buildings were owned by N. E . Westover, one he used 
as a sto rage place for a sm all a moun t of lumber whi ch he sold to 
se ttle rs, the other was a post office. T he oth er building, mak ing the 
third in town , was own ed Iby "01" Riggl e, an d he used it as a drug s tore 
and hotel, if you wish ed to s leep in a cha ir, on th e counter, or on th e 
floor. Mr. Hopkins wanted a place to sleep, flnding all the best places 
on the counter and in th e cha irs occup ied, he had to s leep on t he floor. 
In th e morning he had a breakfast whi ch consis te d of a piece of beef 
and a slice of bread; he paid a dollar for bed and br eakfa s t. 

Wh en Mr. Hopkins ca me he brought 2 mul es, 1 cow, 1 hor se, and 2 
chickens. As he had to go to Pi erre for lumber to build hi s house, he 
hired a young man to take hi s cow and horse to hi s bro ther's ranch 
three mil es north of Blu nt. Taking his two mules and a wagon he started 
on a two day's trip to Pi erre for lu mber. 

W heu he came back , he sta rted at once to build a dug out. Firs t 
he dug a hole 14 feet squa re and 3 feet deep . Over this he ra ised a so d 
top and relined th e whole ho use with th e lumber. Wh en he had com­
pleted the walls and ce ili ng, he had only a few boards left; so he 
cove re d th e fl oor with straw and rag rugs. One heavy doo r wa s the 
means of ente r ing, and one window high in the wall . wa s the only wa y 
of lighti ng. 

The Hcpklns fam ily had to go to P ie r re to obtain food and clothing. 
When money became sho rt, Mr. Hopkins re nt ed h is mules to Mr. White 
who \\ as breaking sad between Pier re and Blunt. He rec eived seven 
dollars and tw enty ce nts a day for the ir use. 

In 1885 th ere were ma ny wild animals: badgers, deer, antelope, 
coyote s, wild ca ts, and other a nima ls . 
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Very early in the morning on May 5, 1887, Mr. H opkins and Arden 
Shipley sta r te d in a wagon, drawn by mu le s, to the Black Hills in 
search for a better place to settle. \Vhen they were ju s t a few mlles 
from Blunt, a terrible blizz ard. came up before they could ge t to shelter ; 
th ey turned the ir wagon over and lay un der it. 

Th e blizzard left so much sn ow tha t the cr ude road to the Black 
Hills was blockad ed; so th ey returned to Blunt. 

- Extracts fr om Ev elyn Nesheim, Alma Trueper, a nd Ell en Nesheim 

. Experiences of Ed Carey 
In the fa ll of 1882, Mr. ' Ca re y brought hi s family a nd worluy 

possessions to Blunt. At that t ime, Blunt cons is te d of a depot. M r. 
Carey and hi s family solved thei r difficulty by sleeping all night in th e 
box car contain ing th eir furn iture . The next morning th ey went to 
Harrold. There th ey liv ed in a dugout. Neverthles s, th e Careys calle d 
this "home" for th ree month s. Th ey built a new home southeast 
of Blunt-a sad house with a wood en roof and rea l windows ! Th ey 
cons tr uc te d a ri ckety framework of 2 x 4's and built a roof of planks, 
exte nding it ove r th e s ides. Th en th ey piled blocks of so d along the 
wall s upward to rea ch th e roof leavin g spa ce for windows. Thi s was 
mu ch better than a dugout. It was compa ra ti vely warm, alt hough Mr. 
Carey te lls of how th ey had to twist hay for fuel. 

Mr. Carey, although he did not ac tua lly figh t th e Indians, was 
th oroughl y fri gh ten ed by th em . One day, word ca me to him th at Indians 
were nea r, holding a se ries of wa r da nces . Mr Carey took hi s wife and 
childre n and as many personal bel ongings as possibl e and stayed con­
cea led in a nearby dug ou t overn ight. Fortunately, th e In dians didn' t 
mol es t th em , bu t thei r nearness to the wild red skins had ca used terro r 
to reign in the Carey family for a while . 

Kerosen e lamps were not very commo n and the Carey fa m ily had a 
devi ce that they us ed in making candles ; th ey would kill a beef and melt 
th e ta llow the n pour it in to the device used, and in th is way, they could 
make nine candles a t one time. 

Mr. Ca rey te nde d fifty head of ca t tle for a man in Sioux City ; 
after a short time he s ta r te d in to th e cattle business for himself ; fie 
shipped in ove r four hundred head of ca t tle. He le t th em graze on 
laud that is nOW a part of Blunt. 

Th e Carey chil dre n received th eir high school education in Blunt, 
and a ll of th em attended colle ge . 

Mr . Carey bought a big house in town, and th e Carey family moved 
into this hom e about' 1920. It wa s in this home th at Mrs. Carey pa ssed 
away. 

- Gra ce Tennyson an d Laura Alber tu s, 

When Mr. Fred Pigney Moved to Blunt 
In th e year of 1885 Fred Pigney moved to Blunt. He came to this 

city by train. Blunt had been settled two years. 
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A great amount of snow fe ll in 1888. There was so much that the 
t rain s were unable to run. It was impos sible to travel by horse aud 
wagon. When ever anyone wished to go any place he had to go by ho rse 
and sled . Mail was ca r rie d from city to city by the sec ti on men . Man y 
people had to burn hay. Mr . P igney, however, wa s fortunate enough in 
having coa l to burn. 

-Thera Belle Gray. 

What Happened to J. W. Pyne 
J. W. Pyne came from Danville. Ill ., to Blunt .in 1883. While here 

he met with many hardships, fin ally being for ced to mak e hi s living 
by putting up hay. 

Later he moved to Canning bu t here the problem of ea rn ing a living 
was not mu ch eas ie r than in Blunt. Howev er, in 1884 he secured a 
con trac t from Georg e Harris giving him th e r.ight to build a first cla ss 
flour mill. Because th ere wa s no pow er to run his mill , h e had to build 
a dam. Th is dam wa s built near a la rge spr ing wh ich furnishe d th e 
water pow er . John Kramer shoveled the firs t dir t for th e st r uc ture. 
In orde r to complete th is, it was neces sa ry to tunnel about 400 feet 
through a hill. Thi s wa s don e e nti r ely by hand. The di rt ,being car ried 
out of the tunnel with wh eelbar row s. When the mill wa s completed in 
1885, it was a su bstanti a l fra me s t ruc ture . five st ories high . It remained 
in oper ation 2 mo nths. One ni gh t a se ve re rain s torm loos en ed th e blu ff 
a nd a lan dsli de destroyed th e mill. Estal Pyne was in th e build ing wh en 
it colla psed bu t escape d wit h a few minor scratch es. 

In th e place of th e flour mill Pyne built a small feed mill which ­
opera ted seve ra l yea rs a n d fina lly it was struck by lightning. 

Pyne left Canning in 1893 to go to Leav en sworth , Ka nsas, wh er e he 
died destitute.-Russ ell Samco. 

Re e Pottery 
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Childhood of Blunt Lady Recalls Yankton Capitol 
Mrs. Anna Ma rsh , on e of Blunt's oldest a nd finest citi ze ns, relates 

that her grandfather , Melancthon Hoyt, built the buildin g at Yankton 
which housed th e fir s t meeting of th e Te r r itor ial Council wh ich was held 
in 1862. It was us ed as a meeting place of t hi s group un til the first 
capitol bu ildin g wa s er ect ed . It wa s a lso used as a res id en ce , for school 
cla sse s and churc h ser vices . 

F rom th e picture she has, the building would no t ap pear to be over 
20x28 fee t, a s tory and a half high, with a small lean to built on th e rear. 

Mrs. Marsh, th en 5 years of age, arrived in Yankton in th e spr ing 
of 1865, making the trip from Sioux City by boat. Sh e r ecalls with 
amuse ment that the trip took sev eral da ys , One reason for th e sna il-like 
speed was that the own er of the boa t was under con t rac t with th e gov­
ern ment a t $100 per day an d was In n o great hurry to termina te th e 
journey. 

Dr. WilHam Jayne, fa mily physician for Abraham Lincol n, wa s the 
first territorial governor of Dakota . 

L. J . Walker Comes for Two Weeks; Stays 25 Years 
Last Sa turday ni gh t, L . J . W alke r com ple te d tw ent y-fiv e years a s 

Agen t fo r the Northw es te rn Rail road . Mr. \Valker tell s u s tha t wh en 
he ca me here he was to s tay fo r two week s and th en be se nt on to so me 
other town, but it look s li ke it ha s been a long two weeks. \Ve thi nk 
that Mr. \Valker has se t a r ecord for some of th e you nger men on th e 
road to look up to and t ry to be t ter it if th ey can . 

Dur ing Mr. Wa lk er's stay here he ha s taken a ctive part in a li th e 
a cti viti es of th e comm unity. He ha s se rved on tfie Cit y Coun cil a nd at 
the presen t ti me Is th e Mayor of Blun t. T wo of h is ch ildre n hav e grown 
up a nd gradua ted fro m th e local schoo l an d are now att ending the "G. 
S. D 

W e hope tha t Mr . Wal ker an d h is fam ily wl1l stay in Blunt as long 
as he Is In se rvice with th e Northwestern Rail road a nd tha t he will make 
th is cit y h is hom e wh en h e r et ir es . 

T he Advocate joi n s with Mr. W alk er 's many fr ien ds In wi shing him 
many more happy years In Blu nt. - Advocate, 1936. 

Workm en Demolish Old Hotel, Landmark 
T he Blunt Advocate-Oct. I, 1936 

\Vorkmen a re bu sy th is week teari ng down the old Blunt Hotel 
building, whi ch is on e of th e old est lan dma rk s in Blun t a nd In cid entl y, 
In H ugh es county. 

Erected during th e 'la nd boom ' in 1883, the old hotel building was 
among the very first sub s tant ial ly con st ructe d buildings in Blun t. Dur­
ing th e ea r ly 80's thi s r ooming pla ce had the reputation of being one of 
th e fin est along the r ailroad , off ering cit y a commoda ti on s a t a rea sonable 
ra te. 
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A few years a fter it s erect ion th e Blun t .Hotel came und er the able 
man agem en t of A. D. Tilton and it flourish ed in pr osp erity up un til some 
doz en years of t he 20th century wh en railroad t ravel began to decline. 
Year a ft e r year sa w less pa tronage until about eight yea rs ago it hou sed 
it s last cus tomer , unl ess for an occa sional wayward tramp. Since that 
time th e effec ts of ti~ e an d weather hav e ta ke n toll on th e old land­
mark until it had be com e an eye-sor e to' Blu nt's main stre et. Th e county 
having taken title to th e pr operty by virtue of tax deed , sold it recently 
a nd the lumber is being sa lvaged. 

See-Back-Agraph 
From Blun t Ad vocate fil es, Sept. 22, 1883 

Lo ca ls 
The Christianized Indian s at the camp meeting in P eor ia Bottom las t 

Sunday partook of th e Lord's Suppe r and soon after joined in a dog 
fea st. 

Th e cor ner s tone of th e court h ouse a t P ierr e is to be laid th is 
a ft e r noon . 

The P ie rr e Record er says hereafter cla im-jumpers will do well to 
g ive Blunt a wid e berth. 

In th e ad s we fin d men tion of : Full Suits for $3, $4, and $6. Sugar 
lOc per po und, Ba con lOc, Coffe e l 7c, an d so on. 

Openi ng The Oper a House 
Th e eve nt in Blunt this week ha s been th e Ior rnal opening of Steb­

bin s ' Opera House Mond ay by th e Peerl ess Dra ma tic Company. A gran d 
Ball follo we d Tuesd ay ni gh t 's performance. 

Th e dress a nd manner s of t he peopl e showed wealth and refinem en t 
with a ll pa t ron s a ppearing in full evening dress . 

The cur ta in con ta ins a lif e si ze pai n ti ng of a Roman chariot drawn 
by three foa ming s teeds. 

An Early Denizen of the Prairie 
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PIERRE CHRONICLES� 
City of Pierre� 

Histo ry: Lon g befor e Pi erre wa s settled , the site wa s a playground 
and battleground for Indian tribes. First the Arlkaras , or R ees, ca mp­
ed near th e river a n d aroun d t he present site of th e State Capit ol. Then 
wh en th e Si oux tribes in vad ed th e reg ion, driving out their pred ecessors , 
th e locati on was' ag ai n po pula r . Skeletons of Indians, together with 
remains of po tt ery , implem ents and a r rowhe a ds, hav e been foun d within 
the city limits . 

Th e gro unds of the Government Indus trial School for Indian s , bor­
dering th e cit y limit s to the S. E ., ha s yielded many reli cs an d skeletons 
whi ch are on displ a y in th e mu seu m of the State Rist. Soci ety. 

Mary B. Ofdd tn gs 
Vererid ry as P lan t ing P late in 1743 
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As early a s 1743 th e Ver endrye expedit ion looked down upon th e 
pr esent s ite of Pierre from th e hill above Ft. Pi erre on whi ch th ey 
plante d the famous Verendrye plate. (Ea s t wing, mu seum of State 
H is t. Soc.) The Lewis and Cla rk expeditio n pas sed by in 1804, s top­
ping across the Missouri River. In 1811 Manuel Li sa, Span ish fu r 
t rad er, visited in the regi on; whethe r he actually campe d on the si t e 
of Pierre is controve rs ia l. 

E rected by Hi s tori cal Society and F t.Pierre Commercial Club, 1933 

Indians: Although fa milies havin g Indian blood are few within 
Pi erre, a group of Sioux families liv e the year around in te nts and im­
provised sh a cks near the Indian school (Le wis and Cla rk t rail , S. D. 34, 
ex te nding S. E . from Ca pitol) . Th ese Indian families hav e childre n 
in the sch ool and wish to be near th em . Lines of " je rke d meat" near the 
tents may be seen from th e highway. 

There are 260 boy s- and girls in th e "S choo l for the Sionx," ma ny 
of whom are breed s. Strange cases of hybridiz a ti ons may be seen 
there as occa sionally r ed haired and nearly blon de In dian youths will 
be found in a tten da nce. 

Early Settlement: The or iginal site of the clty of Pi erre wa s 
on ce th e squa tter 's ri gh t claim of J oseph Kirley who , with Napoleon 
Du chneau, operate d a ferry to ca r ry wagon trains across the river from 
1878 to 1880. A dou ble-ba rrell ed shotgun and $1,500 offered by the 
Chicago, Northwestern R. R. was r eceived by Kir ley for his claim along 
the r iver in 1880. The Kirl ey family, now liv ing near th e Cheyen ne 
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Riv er in Stanley county, still have th e br eech loading gun . It is in good 
conditio n. 

To J. D. Hilger may go th e hon or of naming Pi erre. In th e spring 
of 1880 Hilger, a resident of Bism a rck , N. D., drov e by tea m to Fo rt 
Pierre, a lrea dy a bustling town on th e west s-ide of th e r iver . He ha d 
his lumber and household go ods sh ipped by boat, bill ed "Pierre on t he 
east side of the ri ver opposite Ft. P ierre." 

Th e lumber shipped by th e J . D. an d An son Hilger br other s, was 
used to buil d the first fr ame house on wha t is now Hi gh land av en ue . 
In a ddition to the frame house th ere were so d hu ts and a log ca bin . 
The Hilger resid en ce wa s used as a cloth ing s tor e, pos toffice, church 
and saloon at various tim es . 

On th e lev el bottom land nea r th e river t he town grew (Mis so uri 
av enue. Th e low fram e ho us e beh ind th e City Hall is an or iginal build­
ing .) 

Am ong th e "firsts" were Hil ge r 's clothing s tore, J. E. Ca rpen te r ' s 
grocery store, M. P . Kinkaid 's bank, th e Albright and Wes t lumber yard, 
C. \V. Ri chardson' s dru g store an d a saloon. T wo new spapers wer e a lso 
es ta bl ishe d in 1880, th e Signa l a nd th e Da kota J ou r nal. Th ere was no 
postoffice for C. J . Ha ines, firs,t commiss ioned postmaster , so he used a 
ho use . on wh eels, dra wn by oxen . Three hotels, th e Pi erre House, 
St ebbins and Northwestern, were built to accommodate th e se ttl e rs , 
wagon train cre ws and adventurers. 

\Vith varied rumors flying ab out wh ere th e rail road brid ge would 
be built, land promoters divided the new city. \V. S. Well s, a pr om oter, 
sold lots in what is' now Ea s t Pi e rr e (eas t of the Cap itot .) A new sp a­
per, ho tel , busines s district and ho mes spru ng up in Eas t P ie rr e , open­
in g a strong rivalry between the -two adjacent towns . The Park Hotel 
(which is now the old hospi tal build ing on Dakota av e.) was a com­
pr omise between th e two young towns. 

On Nov. 4, 1880 th e first t rain (C & N. W. R. R.) rea ch ed Pi erre, 
br inging mor e hom es teaders'. Becom ing t he most wes te rly rail road poin t 
in the region, Pierre was th e center of fre ighting 'a nd pa ssen ge r a ctivity. 
Passen gers and fr eight he ade d for the Black Hills were transp ort ed on 
ferry boats acr oss th e turbul ent Missouri from where four-ho rs e coa ch es 
and lon g oxen-drawn wagon train s s tat ed daily tripS' to the Black Hills. 

Folk lo re: P ierre in 1880 wa s th e mecca for bull wh ack ers, sold ie rs , 
gam blers, prospector s , ranch ers a nd se t tl er s . To th is frontier to wn came 
such infamous cha rac te rs as Calamity J ane, Nigger Nell and Arkansas. 

Ark ansa s, a de sperado, tw ice cla ime d th e spotli ght in Pi erre' s co lor­
ful history. The bew hisk er ed ca n l shar p and gun toter caused conside r­
a ble trouble to law a bid ing citi ze ns in the ea r ly '80's . He wa s run out of 
to wn by t he Vigil antes , a volu nt ee r la w an d order body, bu t r eturn ed 
with th e announced in tention of k illing th e lead er of t he Vigila ntes. 
Arkan sa s, afte r bei ng chased by armed men out of a .sa loon , hid in the 
brush nea r anothe r sa loon, wa iting his chan ce for a goo d shot. But be­
fore his chance ca me a bulle t from a Vigilante's gun killed him. After 
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the shooti ng, member s of th e self-elect ed pos se took up a collection, 
b r ugh t Arkan sas a black sui t and m ad e a wooden coffi n. Not unti l work ­
men were exca vating the basemen t for t he pr esent Ca pito l bui ldt ng was 
Ar ka nsas m ore ' th an legend. At that time (1904) an unearth ed sk ull 
was Id en tt rled as tha t of Ark an sas an d now rep oses in the mu seum of 
the State Hi st. Soc. 

Another episode of cit ize ns taking the la w in to the ir own han ds 
was enacte d 'in 1885 when J a s. H . Bell wa s lynched from a flagp ole in 
t he courtho use ya rd. Be ll, a Ha rrold a ttorn ey wh o was being held in 
th e count y jail for th e mu rder of F ores t Sm all , a ri va l law yer, was ta ken 
from his cell by an estimated 40 men . Hi s cr ies for help were fru itl ess 
a nd the m en ca lmly hanged h im fr om a ladder lean ed ag a ins t the flag­
pole. To expedite th e strangulation so me of the men pull ed on Bell 's 
arms . 

A yarn of how Whiskey Gul ch , t he wooded ravine nor th of t he ra il­
r oad bridge whi ch crosse s t he r ive r, derived its nam e ha s pas sed down 
through the years. When J . D. and An son Hilger lan ded th eir cargo 
on the un settled r iv er bank t hey im media tely se t out t o look for a cla im 
on whi ch to take sq uatter's rights. Ten -year-old Edward Hil ger was 
left ,to gu a rd th e household goods ' in a gulch. ' The elde r Hil ger s met 
Napoleon Duchneau, N. Ha th aw ay, Joseph Kirley and Hank La fferty 
who direct ed th em to a prosp ective loca ti on. Upon returning to th eir 
ba se of .su ppltes , th e Hilgers discovered tha t Duchn eau , Ha thaway and 
Du tch Mik e had visited them du r ing th eir absen ce, sam pli ng a th ree ­
gallon keg of whiskey.' The sample ca lled for mo re and with a ga llon 
apiece, the trio staged a jambor ee in the gul ch wh ich becam e pungently 
n amed. A " jungle" in whi ch t ramps and tra nsients cook and sl eep under 
th e s tars is now loca ted in th e gulch. 

Ev er since the ' fir s t fronti ersmen carne in to th e reg ion, wea ring 
boots to protect them fro m ra ttlesn akes an d the eleme nts, boots and 
breeches have been commonly worn by persons wh ose busi ness or 
plea sure takes th em in to the su rro undin g hills . Oth er-wise, exce pt for a 
fe w Ind ians and cowboys, th e manner of dress is th e same as that of 
any Ea s tern city. 

Development: Following the eve nt ful year of 1880 and spri ng of 
;81 in wh ich the n ew town wa s cut off from th e res t of the world from 
mid -December to late April by he avy sn ow and resultan t floods, th e 
town developed rapidl y.-Fed eral Writer's Project, Pierre. ' 

Old Auditorium Talks 
By Cyril Van Hise, Jan. 8, 1936 

I guess I was crea ted just to be trampe d in, for I have stood for 
nearly thirty yea rs of tramping an d crowding and shoving and su rging. 
I wa s built ba ck in 1907; wa sn 't mu ch of a building-quit e a bit to folk s 
't ha t liv ed here then , but wouldn't r ate very high now. Th e up and 
c orning bu siness men of tha t tim e ' (r esp ect ed old tim ers ' to you no w) 
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had taken up a subsc ription-I don't kn ow mu ch a bout mon ey , bu t it W 'lS 

a sizea ble am oun t- seems to me 1 hea rd sa y that Cha rlie Burke had pu t 
In five hundred- but an yway that's the way it happen ed an d these fine 
fellows buil t me a nd turned me ove r to th e city, 1 rem ember the build· 
ing-rem ember it just as well as if it we re yesterday-the carpenters 
sta r ted th e ftoor in th e m orning-the sun was riding hi gh and the robins 
a-twitter ing in the trees and it wa s a right h appy bunch of young fel­
lows that wa s working on me-Louie H agglund and Frank Sm ith, and it 
seems to me that John Biewer was for em an of th e job . 1 reca ll how 
Tony Hen gel used to come ove r eve ry day and in sp ect th e job-had 
tw o little boys ta gging him- th ink on e of the m has grown into tha t 
orn ery Al that's on the city commi ss ion, an d Ed wa s ab out two jumps 
beh ind him-don't gu ess the r est of th e bunch h ad sh owed up yet. 

W ell, 1 was finis hed in the fa ll of nin eteen seven-a ll painted an d 
doll ed up lik e Pluster's ash mule, a nd di d the gang put on a hou se 
warming for me-my-it sure was a go od thing th ose ca r pen te rs h ad 
sp iked me togeth er good-called it th e Gas Bel t Expos iti on-it run big to 
parades , ca rniva ls , a big s tage show inside me , with agricultural exhibits 
a ll over th e place (c rops were plen ti ful th em days)- ask Cha rlie And er­
son abo ut it-ther e were tw o or three of th ese Gas Belt a ffa irs -seems 
to me th ey had a big fam ous band one time-what was it-Sousa - or 
something lik e that-I rem ember th ey had four dray load s of in s tr u­
ments a nd Hank Bloom nearly ha d a runaway wh en he was ca r ti ng the m 
up th e back way and left his t eam s tanding below. 

Th en ther e' s been soldiers parked in sid e of me a lmos t since 1 can 
rem ember-last winter, you know, th e CCC boys had to sp end a few 
nights on my ftoor s wh en th e r iver wa s up-but old Battery "C"-say, 1 
know eve ry foot in tha t outfit- I can tell Archi e Whitem an or Coc ky 
Miller or McPherson the minute they set a foot on my ftoor-then there's 
the white colla r bun ch fro m th e state-house-isn 't it Dennison and 
Deweley, or Due l (I a ssociate that one with a F ren ch break fa s t pa r ty ) 
an d good old Skipper Scurr a nd Dr, Stout and a ll th e gang tha t u sed 
to loaf around inside me an d tell stories and smoke-I really lik ed to 
hou se that bun ch-e-I'm Am erican and patriotic clear thru to the la s t 
shingle nail. 

Th en th ere was the m Democratic Rallles and th e Republican Rallies 
-I could see right through those boy s-after th ere were no more jobs 
the y were lik e everyon e e lse- tha t old party stuff was a ll fro nt-r ight 
down in sid e those men an d women were plain human beings and good 
old Sou th Dak ota stock at that-I lik ed ' em but didn't like the talks 
they made and didn 't mean : 

1 cou ldn't wr ite this s tuff · without m entioning on e of th e very fines t 
things that has eve r taken pla ce insid e me-course 1 r em em be r some 
mighty fine mu sica ls , and exhibits, and one thing and a not he r, but al­
lowing for all th at - th e McClure Chris tmas Partles-e-say, when a bout 
five hundred young sters ge t in side me a t th at happy time of the year 
and st art running around an d really enjoying th emselves waiting ror 
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Sa nta Claus an d Ot to Llnstad and Mr s. Bronte and a fe w more good 
souls t o star t dishing out the ca ndy bags-well , 1 can ju st lay do wn 
happy, it was worth the chips. 

You know, wh en you look back- it' s been a mighty n ice time--J 
think of the day s wh en the y us ed to heat me wi th wood a nd coal 
s toves-then a ni ce heating plant about the time Bill Pringle put those 
heavy timbers in my roof and raised particular thund er with my whole 
se tup-a nd then a couple of years ago wh en his Honor (the best 
mayor that ev er dr ew a breath) got me all fitt ed out with an oil burner 
that doesn't ne ed any dinner bell or anything else-you can ju st sit 
down an d close your doors and rest in pea ce--yes , but th en that's all 
right, bu t just wh en J wa s beginning to enjoy it all-I'VE BEEN 
CONDE MNE D! 

That trial-those heart-rending cour t scenes wh en Ken Scurr fired 
th e whole Legion post to get bu sy and help him condemn me-me, the 
Pierre Auditorium-who has set :ba ck here and se rved and served 
an d se rved until I'm bli stered and crack ed and weak an d wobbly-but 
still serving, Mind You!-condemned to die-I can see that city commis­
sion-my jury-passing on my case- Godfre y Rob erts, th e dirty pup, 
saying "Gentlemen, it's time that old building was wreck ed and a mod­
ern structure e rec ted th at will be a cre dit to th e ci ty of Pi erre" (an d 
und er his br eath, "and the city comm iss ion" )- and Ran Bagby wak­
ing up long enough to say, "I'm for it! "-and St ep St ephen s bellowing 
out a la st admon iti on to th e jury bef or e it passed, wit hout deliberation, 
the senten ce that con de m ns me to . th e la st r esting place of all old 
buildings. 

But th ere 's just on e thing-buildings is queer th ings, and you 've 
heard a lot about this reincarnation stuff-reincarna ted, yet, I'll come 
back-back perfected, s t rong, clean , supple, with my beams rivited, my 
seams tight, my walls solid, my floor s glistening lik e polished billiard 
balls, and I'll se rve you again and again and again. And ths time will 
corne wh en you'll ' con de mn (not you, but your boy s and gals) my 
successor and he'll be rebuilt again and he 'll serve in my st ea d and 
partly be cause of me-it works out like a chain letter wa s supposed to, 
only it works. I'm glad to quit for a worthy successor, and you 'll be 
proud of him and 1 hope you 'll sometimes think of me. 

Now, Friday night th e firem en are having th eir a nnual dance inside 
me-they've be en holding dances ev ery year with me for the la st twenty­
e ight or nine years, and eve ry on e has been a humdinger except that 
tim e way ba ck when th ·e blacksmith shop caught fire about th e time the 
dance wa s half over and there wa sn 't anyone left in th e hall excepti ng a 
man who'd lost a cr utch-and they didn't even come ba ck to shut me 
up that night. But getting back to what I was saying, Friday night the 
firemen are going to hold their fifty-fifth annual ball and from what they 
tell me it' s going to be the last dan ce or public gathering of any k ind 
that's held inside of me-I wish you folks - I' m speaking especially to the 
oldtimers, would come clown-ev en if 'it' s just for a little while, and take 

-45­



-a las t look a t me- in a few week s I'll be to rn down and wr eck ed to give 
way for a youn gster, a mod ernis t- t he on e I'll be part of-a nd I do 
s o want you to r emember my las t pa rty. Good-bye folk s-I've liked so 
well to se rve you. 

Phot ograph by The Miller St udio 
Pi erre $45,000 Auditor ium, Built in 1936 

Capitol Guide Tells Of Past Exp eriences 
Show ing vis itors about the sta te ho use in P ierre is a fa r cry from 

-chasing Indian s a cro ss th e pra ir ie, bu t ' that' s exa ctl y th e case of Gen. 
F. Burke O'Brien, 89 years old, once prominent in Sout h Dak ota a nd 
Minnesota polit ical ci rc le s . 

To walk into the low er corridor of the sta te 's ca pit ol ' and ' ha ve so me 
-on s tell you t ha t th e mild-mann er ed gentl ema n who guid es yo u ab out 
th e building is approa ching the four score a nd t en mark would so un d 
some thing like gross exaggera ti on. 

St eep ed in th e hard sc hool of expe rie nce, O'Bri en is a typi cal ex­
a mple of a se lf-ma de man, hi s staunch Scot ch-I ri sh heritage standing 
him in good stead. W ith only th ree years of sch ooling to his credit , 
he rose to suc cess, climaxed when elec te d 'councilma n in Min nea polis . 

But th e s pa n of some 90 years is cramme d with many other eve nts . 
To begin wit h, he left home withou t his parents' conse nt a t the a ge of 
16 an d join ed Gen eral Sibley on a long t rip in pursuit of Indians, sta r t­

· ing at Fo rt Ridgley, Minn ., and ending a t Bismarck , N.' D., afte r cove r­
ing some 1,200 miles on foot. 

It was near Bism arck th a t he firs t sa w a person die. An Indian 
ha d been dropp ed from hi s hor se, a gunshot wound leav ing him at the 
mer cy of hi s ene my. \Vhil e still 'alive white soldiers scalped the h elpless 
br av e, th ough no word of agony was breathed from his stoic lip s. The 

· specta cle never left O'Brien's memory and tod ay h e ca n r ecall the in cl­
· dent as t ho ugh it were yest erday . 

That was in 1863. The next year he enli ste d in the Union army a nn. 
served und er Gen. A. J. Smith . Through th e mu ck and mire of fetid 
Tennessee swa mps h e followed th e color s , fighting side by sid e with 

: hard, seasone d veterans . Surviving five battles , including th e battle of 
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:Nashville, he s taye d du ring the remainder of th e war and was in Ala­
: bama when Genera l Lee sur re nde re d. 

Th e title ot general was giv en him in 1933 wh en he wa s elected 
. comma nde r of th e G. A. R. of South Dakota. H e is th e only living 
Civil War vetera n in Hughes county and one of the less tha n 40 in t he 

; state. 
O'Bri en sho ok hands with Abrah am Lincoln in 1864 and that yea r 

he voted [or him when he was seeking the pr esiden cy for the s econd 
term. Besid es voting [or Lincoln he has voted for 17 ot he r presiden ts , 

. doubtless a record that stands un cha llenge d by any one livi ng to day. 
Coming to Sou th Dakota in 1905, he worke d [or t he Homestake Min­

ing Comp an y. H is popul arit y gr e w and he wa s elec te d to the legi sla ture 
fro m Lawrence county in 1909. H e has lived in Pi erre since 1920 and 
ha s serv ed in se veral capacities. He was a member of th e bonus board , 
work ed as mail cle rk at the s ta te house, helped in th e treasurer's ort ice 

, and in th e cigarette ta x departm ent. 
Numbered a mong O'Brien 's ac qua in ta nces are persons [r om every 

- walk in lif e. Once he met the governor of Siber ia . 
Upon first s eeing O'Bri en, stran gers un failingly guess hi s ag e a t 

- "a bout 70," a nd after ta lking with him hi s keenn ess or wit and m em ­
o ory [or det ails make th em think th ey hav e gues sed too high . An en­

viab le record of clean living, coupled with a ba ckground of li re in the 
'V est, have given him the st a mina to a tta in th e 'a ge th a t mo st men 
never reach.-From Daily Dakot an , June 4, 1936. 
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Freighting In The 80's 
Mason Martin, one o[ -the or iginal settle r s li ving here when the 

town was but a scattering of. fog houses and when firearms and whi skey 
~ were considered articles of trade, ca me to South Dakota in 1880. 
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The year of Martin's adve nt in to Dakota te r ritory is r eca lled by 
two ev ents : the coldes t , mo s t prolonge d se ige of winter th e st a te has 
expe rie nced an d th e building of the Chicago and No rt hwes t e rn railway 
into Dak ota as fa r as P ierre. 

In December of th a t year Martin se t out for Dead wood with a load 
of fr eight, hi s ch ie f ca rgo bein g a bout two tons of kerosen e. Reach ing 
the Cheyen ne r iver he wa s informed that the merchan t for whom he 
wa s fre ighting had offered a $50 bonus if he arrived in Deadwo od with 
h is ca rgo on a cer ta in day, for the su pply of illumina ti ng fuel in the town 
had been depl e ted . 

When he arrived with the mu ch -need ed sourc e of ligh ti ng he sa id 
he never had a cha nce to ca rry his ca rgo into the s tore. Resident s 
s urroun ded hi s wagon and bou gh t the enti re ca rgo of k erosen e a t 
$2 a gallon . 

Ma r tin ha d left P ierre for Deadwood in Decem ber bu t it was April 
when he re tur ned . The pioneer railroad fared li ttle better, he said, 
P ierre not having ha d a t rain an winter.-From Fort Pierre Times, F eb­
urary 17, 1937. 

Olel Tree Gone 
The big cot tonwood tree trunk tha t has stood in fro nt of th e Hank 

H au sman hom e O Il " Cote au s t ree t, was all cut a wa y to day. Thi s has 
been di sm antled in part for someti me , bu t to day it disap peared . This wa s 
a la ndma rk, being a t ree growing in fro nt of the one bu siness hous e that 
was loca ted whe re it st ill s ta n ds in 1880. Mr . Ha usm an conduc te d a 
bakery and grocery store t here 54 years a go, and th is t ree was 
finally ta ken dow n, for fear th a t its a ge might r esult in the tree or 
hea vy limbs coming down on hi s build ing.- Capital J ou rn al , Dec. 15, 1934. 

Photograph by The Mill er Stud io 
St. Mary's Accred it ed 100 Bed Ho spital 

St. Mary's Hospital, Pierre, S. Dale 
Early in 1899, Dr. Delorme W . Robinson, Pi erre phys ician, having 

felt for some time th e need of a ho spital in P ierre, sent out inquiries to 
various Ca tholic Sisterhoods, inviting inves ti ga ti on with a view to open­
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ing a ho spital in what was then known as the Park Hotel. This building 
had . been va cant for over seven years because of th e transfer of th e 
bu siness section from East Pierre to it s present location. A representa­
tive of the Sisters of St. J ose ph of St. Panl came out and look ed the 
situation ove r but declined th e invitation to es tablish a hospital here. 
Later in th e year a represen tative of the Ben edictine Convent of the 
Sa cred H ea r t of Yankton looked ov er ' th e situa ti on and ag reed to give 
th e id ea a trial. On Frida y. Se pt . I st, 1899, five Sis ters arrived from 
Ya nkton with a combined working ca pit al of $20. Im agine, if you ca n , 
the task of prep aring a building, va cant fo r se ve n yea rs , so a s to be 
su ita ble for th e ca re of the sic k. At t he back door was a la rg e pil e of 
di r t a n d rubbis h a nd as th is wa s Cle a re d a wa y, cups , plates, pitch ers, 
kn ives an d fo rks were un ear thed . These were scrubbed a nd ste r ili zed 
a nd , together wi th a bread baking tin , were used in serv ing th e fir st 
t ray to th e firs t patient, Mrs . Eugen e Ri ch , who en te re d th e h ospital t he 
da y after t he Si s ters a rr ive d . Later in th e year fiv e other Sisters 
a r ri ved an d gradua lly , ro om by ro om , th e build ing wa s pr e pared for 
occupa ncy. As t he patients began to e n ter on e by one, an d s urg ical and 
oth er equ ipme n t had t o be supplie d, Dr. Robinson don a ted t he firs t 
operati ng ro om table. St erilizing wa s don e in ope n vessels and no t 
u nd er pressu r e as now. On Th anksgiving day, the Sis te rs invit ed the 
publi c t o ins pect the h os pi tal. A program was give n for th e ente r ta in­
me n t of th e visitors a nd a lun ch was served . On Dec. 8t h, 1899, the 

\� firs t Ho spi tal baby was, born -the baby was named Mary WOOds and is 
now Mr s. Sheets of Chadr on, Nebraska, th e mo th er of sev eral ch il dre n. 
On J anuary 16th , 1900, th e fi r s t opera ti on wa s perfor me d-an op era ti on 
for ru ptu r e, by Dr . Ro binson wit h Dr . Lavdry now of Ab erdeen as 
as si s tant. Modern equip men t was gra dua lly added as fund s were ava il­
a ble a n d ma ny times t he cit izen s of P ierre, because of their fai th in th e 
ultima te suc cess of the ve n ture, gave a nd lo an ed money to th e SIster s 
and he lped them during emergen cies. In 1911 a m od ernly eq ui ppe d 
operating room was in stalled wi th high pressure steril ize rs . It repres­
e nte d th e latest in h ospital eq uip me n t. Soon a fte r th e powe r hou se was 
added ; modern laundry ma chinery was in stall ed a nd the ba ke ry a nd 
di et k it che n elect r if ie d. An exa m ple of the growth of th e H os pital is 
demonstrated in th e fact th at in 1906, 304 patients were admit te d t o th e 
hospital; in 1916~722; in 1926-1827 and in 1936-3038. 

Th e n eed for a n ew, modern, fire-proof building had lo ng been 
apparent to the Sisters and th e citizens . of P ierre a nd in 1929 a Committee 
com posed of bu sin ess m en of Pierre and Ft. P ierre was appointed and 
pla ns laid for the erect io n of a new St. Ma ry' s Hospital at a completed 
cost of a ppr ox im a te ly $250,000. Th e con t ra ct wa s signed on J an. 2nd, 
1930 ; th e 'cor ner .s tone -wa s la id on May 18, 1930, and Dedication ce re­
monies held ',on Nov . 5th, 1930. The new Hospital is rated as a 100 bed 
.h os pita l. m odern in eve ry detail , is a ccredit ed by th e American Coll ege 

...of Surgeons, assuring patients en ter in g, the same service as an accre­
dited Hospital in the Metropolis of any State in the Union . It is un­
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usu al , indeed , that th e co m paratively small city can boast of hospit al 
facilities co m para ble to those available to ci t izens of Pierre, S t. Ma ry 's 
H osp it al is th e m edical ce n ter for a terr itory wi th a radius of 100 t o 150 
miles from P ie rre. It s success is in large m ea sure du e to the exce lle n ce 
of it s m edical staff an d t he co mplete cooperation of the peopl e of P ierre 
and Central Sou th Dakota , But above a ll, to the unt ir in g de votion 
t h rou g h the years of it s growth , of the Ben edictine Sisters. 

- Geo . K ienholz. 

Farm,Island 
P r es e n ting a va stly differ en t a pp earance than in 1804 when a pa rty 

of t he Lewis and Clark expedit ion hunted dee r and elk th e re, Farm 
Isl an d ha s been de vel op ed in to a n ontstanding recrea ti on al point of 
ce ntral South Dakota throu gh wo rk done by CCC boys with t he co­
operation of th e Un it ed States fo restry service , 

So na m ed because in ear ly da ys so ldi ers and traders of old Fort 
Pi erre used th e sandy , t hree-m ile str ip fo r farm ing pupose s, the isl a nd 
now refl ect s a co m bination of th e modern a nd th e rustic. 

Bu i ld ing Commun ity House 

Sh elter ca bins, boy an d gir l scou t lodges , landscaped ro ads, picni ck­
ing g rounds a nd a n e w com mun ity building, under co nst ru ction , a re 
am on g the a dditi ons to the la nd's na tural pi ctur esqueness" 

Every year girl s couts from s ur ro undi ng a reas' gather on Farm 
isl and for an ex te n de d ou ting, their lodge and it s att endant cam ping 
facilitie s con sti tu ti ng on e ' of th e best ca m ps of th is nature west of the 
Mias iss ippi river. 

In a dditi on to oth er us es, the Ialarid se rve s as a nursery ground 
for t ree seedlings th at are raised for la ter di stribution in the shelter belt 
area. Two mlllion young trees, repres enti ng every, kind raised in the 
she lterbe lt area, were grown unde r irriga ti on la s t sum me r , Despite 
scourges ' of drouth, grasshoppers and bu gs , wa ter supplied by two 
large pu mp s s nable drthe trees ' t o sur vive, They we re r ecently du g a nd 
sh ipped t 1> Brookings for distribution next spring. 

, Lake Named After Mayo r 

First ' tamingta f'ork of th e muddy, turbulent Mis so uri river in th e 
fa ce of .sk ept iclam of e ng ineers, CCC ' boys joined th e mainland to t he 
island by , a dam',const ruc te d of native materials . The r esult is a lon g, 
quiet s t re tch of water-Hipple lake, a pop ul ar fi shing and s wim ming 
spot. The lake was named after Mayor John Hipple of Pi erre because 
his ene rge tic' pro motion of the Isl and's dev elopment. 

Farm' Island;s dense s t re tc hes of trees a~d thick underbrush provide 
an exce lle n t retreat for birds a'od has been :~~t asid e as a game sanctua ry. 

• - : », -sioui 'City Journal, 1936: 
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Farm Island Scenes 

1. CCC Cam p 3. Sh e lt e r H ous e 
2. Ai rp llan e V iew 4. G irl Sc out Cab ' n 

-Fro m "Guid e t o P ie r r e a n d Vi c in ity"
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Hilts Grocery in Same Location as When First Opened 
A burning des ir e to live in P ierre despite see ming un su rm ou n table 

dif fi culties has pa id Mr . F . E. Hil t s hi s re wa rd and after th ir ty years in 
P ie r re h e points with pride to a bu s in ess which was built from noth ing. 
Th e founda tion upon which he has, cons tr uc te d his busin ess has been 
faith in Pierre and th e uns tinted service t o his fell ow townsm en and 
bu sin ess asso ciates. 

The Hilts Gro cery was establis he d in 1907, in the build in g in wh ich 
it is now loca ted . 

Mr . F rank Hil ts was born in Spring Va lley, Minne sota, in 1878 an d 
mov ed with hi s paren t s to Milban k, Sou th Dakota, in 1881, whe re his 
fa ther es ta blished a hom e in th e Dakot a Terri tor y. Mr . Hilts a ttended 
the Milbank cit y sc hools graduating fr om high school the re in 189!l. 
During va ca tio ns an d at odd times he cle rked and did other work in 
vari ous stores in Milbank. In 1900 h e enrolle d in Bro ok ings college an d 
comple te d a bu sin ess cours e the re, gr a dua ti ng in 1901. For sev e ral 
years he was then em ploye d by th e Brook ing s L an d company , of whi ch 
Char lie Goodman was the manager. 

Mr . Goodman desired land of a lower price for hi s custome rs , t han 
that land in th e ea ste rn pa r t of th e s tate, an d so came to Pi erre an d 
sec ure d qua r te r s with C. H . And erso n, in a building less than a hundred 
feet fr om wh at is now the North W es tern fre ight depot tra ck . In 1906, 
Mr . Hilts ca me to P ie rre to se rv e as sub-agent for Mr . Goodman. He 
wa s employe d in this ca pa ci ty for one yea r, after wh ich tim e Mr. Good­
man retired from business and went to Ca lifo rn ia. Out of work, wi th 
but little money , a nd hating to leav e Pi erre, Mr . Hilts rente d the room 
in which th e s tore is now loca ted , a nd put in a groce ry stock, which he 
obtained fro m the Alb right Com pa ny. Bert Garner we nt into partner­
ship with Mr . Hil ts, and in 1907, the Hilts Gr ocery store wa s es ta blishe d. 
In 1908, Mr . Hilt s pu rchased Mr. Ga rner' s partnership, Mr . Garner leav­
ing P ierre then and mo ving to Ca liforn ia, wh ere he since has resided. 
From that time, The Hilts Gro cery occupie d the same loca ti on , with 
a dd itiona l space, up to date. 

In June 1908, he wa s married , a nd during th e follo wing year made 
proof up on his 160 a cr es of Stanley County land. 

For years h e has enjoyed hi s beautiful hom e, formerly kn own a s 
th e C. -C. Bennett resid en ce, a nd as a director of the First National 
Bank, and with hi s other we ll known holdings, h e i s' recognized as 
suc ces sful in eve ry sen se of th e wor d. 

Mr. Hilts att r ibut es his success to th e fai thful se rvice of those who 
have worked for him , an d to those who a re now wi th him. Hi s em­
ployees' own thei r own h omes a nd con tribute to th e welfare of our city, 
and have succeede d through the idea that , effic ient se rvice, plus a 
kn owledge of th e bus iness, brings satis fa ctory resu l ts. 

-Marian Holst. 
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A Half Century in Pierre 
Sep t. 15, 1930, marked th e 50th anniversary of my arrival in Pi e rre. 

I ha d firs t heard of Pi erre , or Ma tto e, a s it was th en ca lle d, in the spring 
of 1880. I secured a job wit h a s urveying party locating the line fro m 
Pi erre west a nd was given tran sp ortation to the en d of the lin e as then 
co mplete d. We arrived at the Lon e Tree a bout 8 o'clock P .M. a nd 
a rranged with one of the tea msters to take us to Pi erre. All he had was 
a lumber wagon and we did not reach Pi erre until 3 o'clo ck A.M. on 
Sept. 15th , 1880. 

\Ve had to pa ss ail th e dance halls and s a loons going up Miss ou ri 
Ave., and th ey were going full bla st: 'Dan cing commen ced at 9 o'clock 
P .M. and after each dan ce th e la d would hav e to cha se up to th e bar 
and pay 50 cents for the d r inks for him a nd hi s partn er. As we were 
raised in a Methodi st Coll ege tow n tha t would no t permit eve n a pool 
table to operate, it was a decided change to se e Pi erre with eve r ything 
wid e op en. 

, Th e next morning we met the pr om in ent ci ti zens of Pi erre, store d 
0 111' tr un k an d pr epa red to go out to the surveyor's ca mp, which ;'ve were 
told wa s at Lance Creek Holes, a bout where Hay es now , stands. The 
surve ying of th e 'orig ina l plat in P ierre at that time had been comple te d 
an d a number of prosp ecti ve bu yers were , on harid wa it ing for a chance 
to buy lots, and th e ge ne ra l opinion wa s that P ierre wo uld soon be a 
cit y. 

Ev ery thing wa s moving fa st in Pi erre. Th e Ral lroad Co. held a 
sa le of lots in Oct. The first regular train rea ched P ierr e on Noveni bel' 
4th and there was a rush to ge t buildings up before winter stoppe d a ll 
wo rk . Three hotel s were und er way, th e Chicago & North Wes tern 
and th e Nor th Western Tran sp ortation Co., were building offi ces and 
wareh ouses, an d a ll kinds of busines s houses were being built. The 
blo ck from Dakota Av e. to Missouri Ave., on P ierre St., was cons ide re d 
th e best location for busin ess and wa s cove red wit h bu siness h ouses. 

Sn ow was falling almost e ve ry day and we he ard tha t th e road 
wou ld probably be blo ck ed . Mr. \Ves t we nt to Ohio to get married and 
got through on th e la st train ea st on Decem ber 20th, and we wei o 
snowed in until the fir st t ra in came th rough on the 8th of May, 1881. 
After th e trains stopped r unning it beca ine very cold wit h deep snow 
a nd we could not do any work so put in a long an d tiresom e Winter. 
Th e saloons and dance hall s wer e in full operation, the saloons had a 
bar on one s ide a nd gambling tables on th e other. 

During th e winter we rece ived a few mails; Th e stage from Yankton 
mad e a fe w trips and a few m ail s were brought in from' the Black Hills, 
Th e ra ilway was comple tely block ed from W inona wes t. The W eek ly 
Sign al was our only paper but it soon stopp ed for lack of material. The 
la st ed it ion was prin ted on straw paper. Our chief am usemen t was ca n is. 

I wa s al one at our lumber off ice bu t li ved very well a s we had 
shipped in so me supplies from Winon a and Mr. 'V est 's rel a ti ves, fa rme rs 
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In Iowa , had se nt him a box co n ta ining a ge nero us supply of butter, 
bacon a nd ot her thi ngs that I appropr ia te d. I had the only kerosene, 
bacon a rid butter in town , so was the envy of the poor fellows wh o did 
no t ha ve anyth ing to grea se the ir grid dles. 

Sunday, March 27th, the day of the floo d, wa s a fine warm da y. I was 
up about 8 o'clock A.M. a nd I saw tha t th e ice was m ovin g s lowly. I 
diLl not s t op for b rea kfast but h urried down to th e foot of P ierre St. 
\Ve could see that th e wa ter an d ice were ove r th e banks at Ft. Pi erre 
and th e people the re were ve ry busy ca r ry in g their property up on the 
hills . In a short time th e water bega n ba ck ing up Pi er re St. a nd we 
co uld see that th e ice wa s pili ng up in the r iver. T~ e ice did n ot b reak 
u p a t Farm Is land a nd the channel on both sides of Ri vers Is la rid W3.S 

com ple te ly blocked with hug e cakes of ice . I dec ided th at I had be tter 
get ba ck to th e lumber yard an d I mad e a run for it, but th e wa ter bea t 
m e to it and when I rea ched my reside nce it was up to my knees. I 
threw eve ryt h ing loose up on th e sleeping bunk and the n put my efforts 
to saving lurn ber as it flo a ted . 

M. P. K inkaid had a s m all ba nk on the comer of Cotea u St. an d 
Dakota A ven ue and had about $11,000.00 on depos it. H e wa s a fr aid th e 
building woul d go, so h e se cure d a sm all build ing th at he m oved up about 
wh ere the Fitch Blo ck stan ds 'a nd ca r r ie d his m oney up th ere. As ni g ht 
ca me on he wa s afraid th at th e ro unde rs might make a raid on hi m, so 
go t ele ve n of h is fr ien ds to sleep with him and we a ll bunked on the 
floor arm ed for a ny attack. 

I went ou t to see a bout getting the lu m ber back t o th e yard tha t 
I had sa ve d by push ing up on hi gh e r ground . I fo und a fellow known as 
Scar F a ced Joe in cha rge of it. H e in form ed m e that I wou ld ha ve to 
pay him $20 a thousa n d be for e I co u ld have th e lum ber. I went up town 
and th e mercha n ts th ere were having th e sa me trouble. \Ve held a 
m eeting an d decid ed to ge t r id of the fellows who were making the 
t ro ub le . \Ve pick ed up 14 m en and on e woman, bought a boat a n d put 
th em in it a nd s tar ted th em out ,on th e r ive r and told them not to r eturn 
to P ierre. 

I wa s a ppoin te d cle rk of courts in 1881 and Sully an d Hyde coun t ies 
were atta ch ed to Hughes fo r judicial purposes . My fi rst term of co urt 
wa s held in a buil di ng on P ierre S t., ju s t below the Bijo u Theatre, with 
Judge Edger to n p residing. 

Almost from t he first P ierre e nga ge d in To wns ite , Court Ho use and 
Capital fight s. Si x towns were in th e first race. P ie rre received the 
la rges t vote and H uron wa s seco nd, and the year following we fo ug ht it 
out with H uron an d won by a la rge m a jority. Mitchell ran la ter again s t 
Pi erre but was badly def ea ted . 

I was very much in terested in the In di ans wh o were with us on the 
su r vey west of the ri ver. Th e sq uaws did all the work. Th ey took down 
t he tepees, load ed the wagons a nd wh en we a rrived at the ca mp th ey put 
up t he tent s , go t the wood a nd water a n d prepared suppe r , while the 
bu ck s la y on th e grou nd r esting. 
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During my 50 years in Pi erre, I have traveled with eve ry kind of 
conveyance-the Indians, with our ' surveying party, had t ravois-I 
trav el ed with bull trains, mule teams, stage coach es, ca r r iages , automo­
bil es a nd a ir pla nes. 

- L. B. Albrigh t's pamphle t on "A Half Cen tu ry in P ie r re" In 1931. 

History of Vilas Drugs 
Those were wild days wh en C. W. Ri ch ardson op en ed th e Bla ck 

Ha wk Medicine Co., in a li ttle fra me building down by the river. P ierre 
was but a group of rambling shacks, so d hu ts an d a log ca bin or tw o. 
Sal oons a nd gambling h ouses lined Missouri Av e., parall eling the r ive r ; 
here bull wh a ck ers fro m th e Black Hills , soldiers from nearby F t. Sully, 
prosp ectors, ga mbi ers, bandits an d hom es eekers con grega ted, jos tli ng 
as th ey toa s t ed one ano ther and n ot in fr equently exc han ged hot lead and 
cur ses. H ere it wa s that Cala mit y J an e spe nt many years; here ca me 
"Nigger Nell" a nd "Arkansas," desp erado of the old school. 

Pi erre, a lthoug h sma ll, was th en as to day a most impor tant poi nt 
In th e rou te betw een th e Black Hills and the "oute r world." But a tiny 
dot in a vast and almost un char ted se a of rolli ng prairie land , It was 
th e ce n te r of fr eigh ting activities , before th e ra ilroad came in 188!. 

The Bla ck Hawk Dru g Store wa s or ig ina lly loca ted on th e eas t s ide 
of lower P ie r re St. In 1884 the frame bu ildi ng wa s destroyed by fi re. 
a ft er which Mr . Richardson rebuilt of brick on th e sa me lot. He con­
du cted t he s to re on that si te unti l the s pr ing of 1909, wh en th e bu siness 
was purchased by Fred L. Vilas. 

Here Mr . Vilas has st r ive n a lways to provide those wh o came to him 
a ty pe of pharma ceutical service whi ch is more th an selling-a ser vice 
th a t places a well-cond uct ed pharmacy on a pla ne fa r a bove tha t of a 
merchand isi ng es tablishme nt. 

In th e day s of the s teamboat, th e stage -coac h and the ox train, 
P ierre was th e most west erly rail point in th e t erritory. 

Vil as ' Downtown Drug St or e is of an e thical- a lt hough th oroug hl y 
modern ty pe. It en joys a subs tanti al pr escription pr a ctice and Is de­
voted to supplying drugs, m edi cin es and rel a ted merch a nd ise. It is 
pa tronized by people from a radius of many mil es . It ha s of ten been 
sa id th a t if yo u wish anything a bit out of the ordinary, you will fin d i t 
at Vila s' . 

The Vilas Uptown Drug Store is of t he ul t ra- modern type, featurin g 
a soda fountain and complete luncheonette service. The large fountain 
at the rear of th e s tore is presided ove r by th ree young wom en ca re fully 
trained in fountain di sp ensing ; It Is th e a im of the man ag em en t that 
t he se r vice of the Store shall no t be excelle d anywhere. This Store 
was purchased by Vil as in 1928. It was comp letely . r emodeled an d n ew 
f ixt ures, finished in du co ename l, insta lle d throughout. An enti re new 
stock was then placed on th e shelves. 

Since op ening the Vilas Uptown Drug ha s en joyed wonderful patron­
age, not only in fountain sp ecialities but through it s many a ttrac ti ve 
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departments. The conve n ien t location, just a shor t di stance from th e 
state ca pit ol, con t ribu tes to its popula rity. 

Dur in g recent years, Mr . Vilas has been aided in the con duc t of the 
Vilas Drug Stores. by his son, and, a s tim e pa sses, Mr . Vil a s, is depend­
ing more and more upon hi s son to reliev e him of som e of his busine ss 
r esponsibilities. 

- "Golden An n iversary", F red L . vnas. 

Lucas Compa ny Over 50 Years Old in Pierre 
In the ea r ly days of P ierre , about 1883, the Leet and Knowlton com­

pany of Roch est er, Minneso ta, es tablished a gen eral s tor e in Pi erre, 
wh ich wa s th e Ioundat ion fo r th e A. E. Lu ca s compan y. 

The Leet and Knowlton s to re was ope ne d in the Ka rcher building, 
now occupied by the L & L departmen t store, an d a large shipmen t of 
s to ck wa s sen t out from Roch es ter, Min nesota. J. C. Eager, a r elative of 
Mr. Kn owlton came out to tak e cha rge, and th e bu sines s con ti nued in 
th e sam e building and under th e same ma nagem en t until 1903, wh en 
Cla r en ce Knowlton ca me fro m Rochest er to a ssist Mr . Eager. In 190fi, 
Mr . E . 1'. Th eim ca me to P ierre from Minnesota , and from th at tim e on 
was asso ciate d with t he s tore . In the same year th e dr y good s and 
ready-to-wear departmen ts wer e mov ed from th e Knowlton store, and 
es ta blis he d a cross the s t r ee t in th e north half of wh at is now the Tony 
Clot hing compan y, an d th is new e3t a blis hme nt wa s known as th e C. E . 
Kn owlton compa ny. 

:\1 1'. Lu cas came to P ierre from Oel wei n, Iowa, in 1907, where he 
had been a buyer fo r Ca rson Pi e rie Scott of Ch icag o, an d Mr . Lu ca s to ok 
ove r t he a ctive man agem en t of th e Kn owlton store which beca me kn own 
soon after wards a s the A. E . Luca s com pany. The business con ti n ued 
in th e sa me location until tha t building was sold, Mr . Lu cas th en moving 
his es ta blishme nt in to th e south s ide of th e present loca ti on. At th a t 
time th e building was owned by Dr. Rub le, an d th e part occupied by the 
Lu ca s compa ny had pr evious ly been a ca rd a nd smoke room. 

In the nor th side of th e build ing in which the Lu ca s s to re was 
es tablis he d J . E. Mall ery's s tore wa s loca ted. In 1908, Mr . Mall ery di s­
posed of th is store to a group of peop le known a s th e Capit a l Com pany. 
After vari ous vicissi tu des th ese peopl e decided to d ispose of th eir s tock 
and in Augus t, 1914, th e A. E. Lu ca s compa ny took it over. F or a couple 
of years it was ope ra te d separately, with Mr. Theim in cha rge, a ssi sted by 
Mis s Eunice Sammis and Mild red E ag er. In 191 5, Mr . Lu ca s decid ed to 
consolida te the tw o stocks, a nd after an au ct ion th e building wa s re­
decorated and archways cut through . By 1923, Mr . Lucas had purchase d 
both build ings. III July, 1924, a bea uty parlor wa s opened upstairs a nd 
operated for two years under th e managem ent of Miss Lou F ridley . 

During the exis te nce of th e L ucas s to re many people have been 
as so ciated wi th it . among th em , Cla ra Steiner, Elsi e Cor e, Mrs. Zoa 
Crawford , Mrs . Lynn Old aker, Mrs . Dick Purcell , Helen Hayes, Dor othy 
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W ild , Mrs. Leon Murphy, Minnie Cox, Mr s. Elva Brown, Myrtle Chaus see, 
Mr s . Me da Griggs, Emma Winck ler, Mrs. Ed H anigan , Lill ian Ahlqui st , 
Ro se and Loretta Burns, Mrs. Harry Morse, Nev a Th ay er, Arlie Brimmer, 
Ste l'la Arnes on , Ms. Nola Brown, Mary Davis a nd Mr s. Hazel Mo ulto n. 

Mario ru Ho lst-Capital Journa l, 1935. 

New Governor's Mansion 
L E SLI E J E NSE N, governor of South Dakot a and on e of the few 

Republican governors in the coun t ry, soon will move into the ne w gov­
er nor's mansion, which wa s bu ilt during th e preceding Democr ati c ad­
min istration . F in ishing to uch es now are bei ng made on the in t eri or of 
the building. The 18-r oom hom e cos t approximately $26,000. It was 
planned by res e ttlement admin istration architects and built by \VP A 
la bor . A bill before th e legisl a ture now in sesston asks $13,500 of s ta te 
funds to furn ish th e dw elling. F eatures includ e a la rge dining room 
for s pecial occ as ion s , an ele va t or, and four ba th rooms. T he la tte r 
furn ish ed politica l ammunition in th e fa ll ca m pa ign, J ensen con te nding 
that on e bathroom would be ample as far as he wa s con ce rned. Gov ernor 
and Mrs. J ensen have two ch il dren, a boy 6 years old, a nd a girl 3. 
T heir hom e previously has been at Hot Springs. 

-Minneapolis Journal , F ebruary, 1936. 

Congregational Church History 
On Aug , 19, 1880, th e movement had , through R ev . T. L. Riggs, come­

to the att ention of th e Am erican Home Mis sionary Society of th e Con­
gregational Church, a nd Rev . \V . B. Williams of Mondovi, Wls., was 
com m is s ione d to prea ch at F t. Pierre an d vi cinity. Mr. an d Mr s . 
Williams liv ed in a littl e home, on the east side of Coteau St. 

E ight persons assem ble d at th is home on the eve n ing of Nov. 28, 
1880, and organ ized th emselves into a Congregational Church. 

P ier r e was fu ll of hard cha r acter s and the saloons and dance halls 
were t he m ain attractions. Th e winte r of 1880 wa s very sev ere. In a 
shor t time a ft er trains quit running the town was ou t of coal , m eat of 
a ll kinds , butter and k erosen e , but there was a 'SUPPly of flour and 
canned good s in th e wa r ehouses of Ft. Pierre. Con ditions were su ch t hat 
it was ' alm os t impossibl e to ge t people inte rested in churc h matters. 

R ev. Williams worked under conditi on s that were hard to overcome 
but he sta r te d a movement tha t gre w a nd r esulted in t he present fin e 
organization. 

J a mes A. Ward is the on ly survivor of th e Charter Members of the 
Ch urch. Mr . and Mrs. Ward were in dis pensa ble members of th e Con­
greg ation. 

On Jan. 2, 1881, th e fi rs t ob servance of th e or dinan ce of th e Lord's 
Supper was kept in Pierre. On Sep t. 11, 1881, wh en th e church wa s 
less than 10 mo nths old , it was unanim ou sly voted to build a new ch u r ch . 
Rev. \Vill ia m s , J . A. Ward and Eugen e Steere were ap po in ted on t he 
buildtug com m ittee. 
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The new churc h edifice wa s dedicated Sept. 10. 1882. No sooner 
wa s the churc h provid ed fo r . a nd wit h a de bt of $250 still upon it , than 
the congregation tur ned its attention to the ere ct ion of a pa rsonage'. 
Ward and Sawtell e were a ppo inted to so licit funds fo r it; Clo ugh, 
McA rthur a nd Nor ton were to fin d a loca ti on. Th e preli m inary action 
was� tak en Ma rch 27, 1883. an d th e bu il ding wa s com ple te d a nd occup ied 
befor e win te r . 

T he churc h plan t so provided stood a nd se rved th e society lit tl e 
cha nge d until 1902 wh en a se vere wind st orm passed ov er th e city and 
se r ious ly in jured the property. It s ca pacit y was ov ercrowded before 
this a n d it was th ou ght advisable t o make some en la rgeme n t in connect­
ion with th e necessary repa irs. Con seq uently th e wing wa s added to 
what is now th e H igh land Av e. en d of the ch urch, th e pulpit was place d 
in its present posit ion an d the porch was buil t at th at t im e. Th ere we re 
no� further changes until 1907 when Mr. Charles L . Hyd e, des iring to 
se cure the church lots fo r business pur poses. off ered in ex cha nge the 

. presen t lo cation of the ch urch and pa r son age , and 5.500 doll ars. T h e 
off er wa s a ccep ted . 

Des ir ing a more commo dious parsonage. th e old build ing wa s s old 
fo r $1100 a nd was remo ved to west Capitol Av e.. wh ere it s till s ta nds . 

Th e churc h was moved to Ole new loca ti on a t th e corn e r of Hi gh land 
a nd Prosp ect and a fu ll baseme n t pla ced under it. 

Some of th e mi nisters were : Willia m B. William s , Smith No r ton , 
Henry A. Todd. James Oakey. Ch a r le s F . R eed, William A. Lyma n. E lme r 
B.� Whitc omb. james E. Ba ll , T homas H. Ratcliffe. Benja m in T . Sch a wb. 

Sev e ral notable la ym en were : Wa rd s , Steeres , Cloughs, Mal le rys 
Hydes . Loc kha rts a nd Robinson s . 

Always consecr a te d women bea r th e great burden s of chu rc h work 
a nd th is ch ur ch has been bl est with very many such and is still so bl est. 
Among th e dep a rted of th ese were Mr s. Les ter H . Claw, Mrs . Cor lis s 
Mead. Mrs. J a m es H. McCoy, Miss Sad ie Rob in son a nd many ot he rs . 

-Golden Ju bil ee Hi story, 1930 . 

History of Pierre Indian School 
T he Pi erre. Indian School has grown fr om a sm all , po or ly equippe d 

institution in 1891. to be on e of th e mo st modern a nd bes t equipped 
sc hools in th e In dian territory. 

We� mi ght sa y tha t it origi nated in 1888, for in th at yea r a 20 acre 
tract of la nd wa s given to t he U. S. Government by t he South Da kota 
L ive s tock Association of Pi erre. a s a site fo r an Ind ia n In du strial sc hool. 
Old Ind ia ns te ll how many moons ago this la nd form ed a par t of th e 
bed · of th e Missouri River. As a farm .n con juuc t ion with th e school. 160 
acre s of la nd about five miles north wer e purchased. 

Schoo l ope ned for ac tua l work on F ebruary 5, 1891. wit h Cro sby B. 
Da vis a s Supe rin t end ent. and five pupils in attend ance . Thes e pupils 
were Arthur C. Bentley . Roy L. Bentley. so ns of L ewi s Be ntl ey. of 
Cheye nne Ag ency; Emma. Olive and Hazel P hilip. da ugh t ers of J a mes 
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"Scotty" Philip, owner of t he largest wild buffalo herd in the count ry , 
whose ran ch was loca ted northwest of Fort Pierre. During th e year 83 
pu pil s were enrolle d, 49 girls and 34 boy s. 

At this tim e th e school consis te d of three buildings-a large brick 
structure, now known a s Morga n Hall ; a lau nd ry building a nu a s ta ble. 
During 1891 addit ions were th e brick building and boiler ho us e ; 
fir e house, co mm is sa rv a nd e m ployees club build ing (r em odel ed and now 
used a s a ho spits l ) were constructed. 
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An a r tes ia n we ll was drilled at the school in 1893, a gush e r of wa te r 
a nd gas bein g brought in at a dep th of 1,191 feet. An out doo r swimmin g 
pool w a s made nea r th is well which was gr eatly en joy ed by the pupils . 
A cot tage for th e Su pe rintend en t was al su cons t r ucted dur ing th is year. 
Bel ow we list th e Su pe r in tende nts who ha ve se rved th e school : 

Crosby G. Da vu -1891-1901 C. J . Crandall-1912-1922 
W ilson H . Cox- 1901-1903 Cla ud e R. Whitl ock-1922-1930 
J . C. Lev i ngood -190~ -1 90 8 Cla rk B. Dickenson-1930 
C. W. Ra s ta ll-1908-1912 Herbert C. Ca lhonn- 1931-19­

The en roll me n t has n ow increa sed to about 300 pu pil s . A r ecent 
pur ch a se of ad ditional land gives th e s chool a t th e pres ent t ime 336 
ac res in campus and sc hool farm . The pla n t no w cou sts ts of 13 hr .ck 
buildings an d H fram e buil dings. All buildings ho usi ng e m ployee s a nd 
pu pil s have hot and cold wa ter, elect r ic ligh ts , and a re hea ted by the 
central h ea ting plant. The sc hool mainta ins a da ir y h er d to provide milk 
fo r t he pupil s a nd eac h summe r a la rge garden produ ces vegetables 
fo r th e sc hool k it chen . A $110,000 school bu ild iug is moder n in every 
r es pect. On J une 14, 1924 a tornad o damaged the build in gs to a n ex te nt 
of $:W,OOO. The dai ry barn colla psed a n d t h ree cows we re k illed. An ex­
t en si ve irriga ti on sy s tem has a ided m a terially in furn is hing foo d fo r t he 
ki tchen an d feed for th e Ii vestock. 

- T a ke n from th e Dako tan Da ys , An Ann ua l, 1936 

Note: T'h is An nua l, co ns is t ing of perhaps 250 pages , is a maste r­
pi ece of co m pos iti on, illustra t ion s, an d a rt work. It was a ve ry purposeful 
project for the st ude nts, a n d is the best m im eograph product for its 
s ize th at th e writer has see n.-Superintendent H a ll. 

Need for a City Museum 
J . R . McKnight has donated to th e cit y as a start for a cit y mu se um, 

t wo framed city warra nts No . 1935 and No. 1937, both issued Aprll 7, 
1887, to P. F . McC lu re , eac h for one doll a r , fo r mayor's salary of 1885 
and 1886 and 1886 a nd 1887, the compensation be ing one do llar a year 
a t th at t ime. Th es e a re rea l reli cs a nd im porta nt fr om a hi storic s ta n d­
poin t. P ierre n eeds a municipal m u seum st a r t ed . A gr eat ma ny articles 
of appare ntly trivia l value perhap s, have g reat wor th a s a ma tter of 
h is tori c reco r d a nd in teres t. F'if't y years make s a good beg ln nt n g for 
a ny city or to wn r ecord , an d P ierre has pa ssed that poi n t by s ix yea rs 
a lready. The olde st se t tl e r s are m ighty fe w. a n d un for tuna te ly many 
articles of real in teres t becom e discarded or des troyed , that m ig ht se rve 
to gre a t a dvantage in a local museum, s uch a s Dead wood has a n d Rapid 
City is going to dev alo p. 
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Our Magnificent Sunsets 
Nov. 21, 1935 

Dea r Mr. Hipp le : I have liv ed in P ierre t wo m onths, and during 
that tim e I have been a reg ular and in teres ted reade r of the CA P ITAL­
J OUR NAL . 

P ierr e ha s th e grandest and m os t go rg eous sunsets of any city in 
th e s ta te. True the re is a n occa sional gray day, a nd a se m i-occ as iona l 
flurry of du s t, but night after ni gh t th is fa ll there have been s ki es t o 
make e ven a wayfar ing man gasp at th eir beauty. Beli ev e m e , if W A 

had to go to Europe to see s uch s plendor, th e art ists and poets wo uld 
imm ortali ze it. Com e in fr om yo ur beloved Fa rm Island some n igh t wh en 
clo ud s di ffuse the s unset in to a flaming glory ea s t and west, nor th a nd 
sout h . No use to descr ibe it. Anybody ca n see it-river, h ill s, sky illi­
mitable , co lors bey ond description that glow an d change in t o an ever 
deep ening du sk . 

If I we re to leave tom orrow , I co uld nev er forge t your vast ex pa nse 
of gorgeou s sky. In m y m em ory Pi erre will always be the city of 
magn ifi cien t s unsets . 

Very tru ly yours, 
(Mr s. B. A . ) J es si e Dya r , 54 Pl easant Drive. 

Past Pierre Poetry 
Mr . Ha nk Ha usm an , wh o is on e of th e four re ma m in g first year 

res iden ts of Pi erre, has a grea t a nd in te resting collecti on in his home on 
Cot ea u s t reet. Among the th ings h e dug up a few days ago is the fo l­
lowi ng piece of poetry, wh ich was put in prin ted form ju s t a s we re­
produ ce it. Mr. Haus m a n do es no t rem ember the nam e of "Squa re Deal ," 
but ev identl y he wa s sorne denizen of the past. 

OL D TIMERS 

I've been in bleeding Kansa s an d Colorado too ,� 
I've liv ed among th e m or m on s, likew ise a m ong th e Sio ux ; '� 
I'v e prosp ected in the m ounta in s and down the we stern slope ,� 
'Worked ha rd till I wo uld get a stake a nd dr ink t ill I wa s broke .� 
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I' ve hu nted in Wyoming a nd been in eve ry part­�
Traveled in South Dakota till I knew it a ll by hear t ;� 
I've rod e upon the Northern ca r t without a bolt or nail,� 
I've se en th e tarantula of th e south- dr iven ca t tle up th e trail.� 

Of a ll the count rie s I'v e been in Dakota is the ch ief ;� 
Th e easte rn part for wh eat an d flax , the we st for sh eep an d beef.� 
Homeseek ers tr ied to farm th e west ern part in vain,� 
Mort gages was their on ly crop a nd not a pound of gain.� 

Som e the y come to plow and r uise corn and wh eat,� 
While oth er s come to pr each and sch em e and a ll th e ir neighbors beat.� 
The wes te r n way s th ey nev er learn , th eir hea rts they are too small ;� 
They will cheat th e a nge ls out of th e ir hearts if th ey eve r r ea ch Heaveu� 

a t a ll. 

W es tern men lik e western winds are pe r fectly wild and fr ee,� 
You can t ell th em by thei r actions wh erev er they may be.� 
To help a fr ien d in troubl e is their hi gh est aim,� 
Or pun ish a thief or scoundrel, they will do it ju st th e same.� 

T heir ways th ey a re di ffe ren t fr om any othe r men­�
T o do as t h ey a re done by is jus t a n hon est plan� 
I am will ing to take chan ces like this t o get to Heaven ,� 
W ith a ni ckle-plated chr is ti an our cha nc es th ey a re eve n .� 

Our language it is slang a nd someti me s it 's ve ry coa rse,� 
Our clothing wa ka pa rna na , or maybe it is worse.� 
Beef, coffee and potatoes-tha t is our bill of ta re,� 
An d prince or pauper e ithe r is welcom e to hi s share.� 

I'm loca ted now in P ierre and working by t he day,� 
I should hav e been a millionaire so the people say.� 
I would not change t he fri ends I have amo ng the commo nwe al,� 
And be clas se d with the 400 and licensed for to s teal ;� 
I am glad to meet old timers an d talk of days gon e by,� 
And ju st lik e Southwes t Dakota , we a re nearly a lwa ys dry.� 

-Writ ten for Ch as. Ba rry by Square Deal. 

Pierre Man Owns Rare Collection 
From th e eas te r n bounda ry of South Dakota through th e fa r-flung 

co w count ry of th e west, from th e s tate's la rges t cit y to th e smalle s t tan k 
town, th e name of Al Hildebrandt ha s been h eard. 

And it ha s been heard becau se he has liv ed in Sout h Dak ota 43 
y ea r s, exper iencing ev er y k ind of .Ji fe fro m a roundup cook to a succ es s­
fu l bu siness man, because h e is a co lor ful cha racte r and beca us e his 
pla ce of bu s iness is one of the mo st unique in th e s ta te. 

WHh a pr ivate mu seum comp r is ing a n ass or tment as va ried as a 
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patchwork quilt a nd including th e most com ple te colle ction of ammonites 
in the state , hundred s, perhaps thousands of visitors from South Dakota 
a nd other s ta tes vi sit th e place eac h year. Mount ed animals , birds an d 
r ep tiles from all parts of th e United States adorn the wa lls-diamond­
back r a ttlers from the plains of Texas , peli cans from reedy marshes, 
bobcats, wolves , a re bu t a part of the broad collecti on. 

Pierre Pioneers 
Every community contains th ose who ha ve been identified with its 

growth and advanceme nt, mor ally, physically and financially. Th ey an d 
theirs find in th eir declining year s, that while othe r climes may have 
allurem ents yet th ere is no place equa l to the scenes, fr iends a n d as­
so alations of the "old h om e town." It is well that t his is t r ue , for it 
was only by the loyalty and per sisten cy of "old timers" that Pierre 
was made and is known as a pr eeminent cit y of our state. Many pion eers 
have departed , eithe r by death or removal else whe re . Our younger 
gen eration, also those wh o have r ecently located h ere, m ay be interested 
in knowing the names of our ea r ly set tl ers t ogether with those who have 
r esided her e on a n avera ge of forty-fiv e years an d whose ag es in 1934 are 
in dicative of our healthfu l cli mate. 

P ion eers liv ing elsewhe re : Chas . H. Burke, Washington, D. C. (votes 
here); George Ha rris , in T ex as ; Ben Ash, in Hot Sp rings, S. D.; W . 
S . Well s in Alabama; J ame s Ward, in Alabama ; Robert Stew art, in 
New ' York ; John D. Hilger, in St. Paul; C. C. Bennett, in Okl ahoma; 
Coe I. Ora wford, in Huron, S. D. ; A. D. Mariott, in Omaha. 

Calle d by death: L. B. Albright, Geo. Ma thieson, Tracy Pra tt, J'amns 
Sebree, Herman Andin g, Dr. L . Robinson , Ivan Goodn er, P at Corn rord , 
Fred Bonsey, J . L. Lo ckhart, P. F. McClure, A. S. Guthrie, R. N. L ocke, 
John Laughlin, Robt. Brandhuber , Dr . O. N. Hoyt, Chas, H erbison, E. F. 
Dorothy, Wilmer Nelson, Jo e Stainer, "'IV. H . Gleck ler, Col. L . L. Bull ard, 
J. C. Ea ger, Geo. Bronte, J oe Bin de r, Rev . •Blackburn, E ug en e Steere, E. 
P . F'arr; H . R. Horner, Geo . F ay , Geo . Smith, Anson Hilger, Jno. W ill iam s, 
Louis Kehr, Jack Gelts, Noah Newbanks, H . E. Cutting, R. H. Proud foot , 
James Rose, Ira Spurl ing, Tony H en gel, J . E . Mallery, B. A. Cummins, 
Col. S. S. Laird , Frank Lillibridge, H enry Karch er. 

Pioneer citi zens living, ag es ab out 60 or more : J . K. Breeden, 90; 
Frank Edson, 84 ; A. F . Cor e, 60; J . J . Murphy, 63; P . L. Beckner, 
66; Dr. Isenberg, 59 ; J . E. Hipple, 69; Ben As h , 83; D. F . Turner , 72; 
N. Howard, 70; H. Walker, 67; Sam Logan, 81 ; Geo. Pickney , 68: 
I. M. Dotson, 75 ; Cha s. L . Hyde, sr., 77 ; D. W. March, 70; Frank 
Rood , 85 ; S. C. Poll ey , 70 ; W . A. Branch , 72 ; A. W . Ewert, 70 ; B. J . 
Binford , 70 ; Cha s. E lrod, 78; L . E. Gaffy, 85; Bert Dick ey, 76; Joe 
Ihli , 71; H . R. Tarbell, 74; J . Sutherland, 78; Wm. King, 68 ; Ole 
Dahl, 62; M. J. Schubert, 81; H enry Reed, 60; S. D. Blair, 78; C. S. 
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Fish er, 74; Chas. Burke , 73; F .. A. Beacom , 69; Geo. . Coates, 74; 
Burke O'B r ie n, 87; . Hank H au sman, 81; E . J acob sen, 72; John Bi we r , 
76 ; D. McNe il , 74; Tom R oberts, s r ., 72; Ch a s. Crew, 63; L. H. 
Clow, 91; E. B. L ee, 67; W m . Bors t , 77; J. W estlund , 86 ; C. H . 
Anderson, 80; C. D. Mead, 76 ; E . F. Swartz, 70; Ma ce Martin, 87; 
C. E . DeL and, 81 ; C. B. Billinghurst , 72; W. E. Ca lho un, 65 ; Bo b 
Ca rli n , 62. 

Undoubtedly many oth e r names could be adde d to the above li s t s 
and while some of t he ages na m ed may be s lightly inaccurate, ye t va ri­
ations will be unim por tant. It will be. seen that th e average age of sur­
viv ing pion eers is 75.- R es id en t ladi es , pas t a n d pr esent, a re not enum­
e rate d. Th is fo r th e r eason tha t data was diffi cult t o secure , e sp ec ially 
as t o ages, which it wa s unsa fe to assum e fro m a ppearances or by in­
terrogation. 

Those ' wh o were here in 1880, now living here , a re Mrs . F arnum, 
H ank H ausman, Bert Dickey and M. P . Martin. 

Old .Time r- Ca pit a l Journal, 1934. 

Directory of 1884 
Mr s. M. J . Schubert has a direct ory of the city of P ierre publish ed 

in 1884 by C. J. H ain es, proprieter of th e Signal Job office . ' In the pre­
face to th e book he says : 

" It is with cons ide ra ble pleasure th a t I am a ble to present t6 th e 
peop le of P ier re a secon d annual City Directory. I do not know of a n­
othe r to wn in the world, the age of P ierre, that has ' its second annual 
City Directory. I ex pect to publish the City Directory regularly, hence­
for th , each s um me r . I thank the lib eral m ind ed people of Pierre for 
th eir gen erous s upport and heartil y believ e that this wo rk will be of 
grea t ben efit t o t he ci ty and the peopl e ." 

P ierre, Dakota, July, 1884. 
Some of the adverti si n g busin ess ho uses of that day were : 
SALMO N, The J ewel er. 
L OVE and STERLING, Attorney s. 
A. S. GUT HR IE , Live ry and F eed St able . 
O. H . IN GR AM, Empir e Lumber Co. 
D. W . FOLEY, Wines, Liquor s , Cig a rs . 
E. H . ROCHE, Wi nes , Liquors, Ciga rs, a ls o P ool Tables . 
R . D. JONES, Wholesal e a n d Retail Groceries. 
E . L. EMERY, Chic ago Laundry. 
J . H . CH RISINGE R, H ot el Brunswic k.� 
DR. E . L. SIGGINS, Physician a nd Surgeon .� 
S. S. CL OU GH, H . F . SAWTELL, EUGENE S TEERE of CITIZENS' 

BANK. 
A. S. TRACY and SONS, Cigar Manufa cturers. 
C. D. ~EAD, Attorney, COllec tor, Notary Public . 
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DAILY & WEEKLY FREE PRESS carry a page as does the CHI· 
CAGO, NORTH WESTERN RY ., DAKOTA JOURNAL STEAM PRIN T· 
ING HO USE, THE PIERRE RE CORDER, PIERRE WEEKLY SIGNAL, 
S. D. BLAIR, WELL DRILLER a n d WINDMILL UTILITY HAND. A 
page is used in depicting the advantages of th e new townsite of Field e r 
on Spring Cr eek. 

A la rge, fi rst-cl ass flouring m ill was lis ted a s the main industry in 
sight. Lo ts were t o sel1 quite r ea sonable. W . M. Fielder wa s li sted as 
proprietor , with H . A. Forsyth a nd C. E. DeLand, agents. 

J . D. HILGER & CO., dealt in Gent's Clo th in g. 
J . N. BOWEN ran a Meat Marke t. 
The cove r is illustrated with a two-s ta ck stea m boa t a nd a wood, 

burning train. 

Pho tograph by T he Miller Studio 
On e of Five Highway Bridges Built Acros s. Missouri River in the State 

a t a cost of $430,006.54- J. E . K irkham, Engineer. 

River Breakup 
From th e r ecord of river breakup and ice going out from 1845 to 

1935, in clusi ve , with the excepti on of a couple of mi ssing da tes . Th e 
ice has gone ou t in F ebruary three ti mes, F ebruary 21, 1930, F eb ruary 
16, 1931, a nd F ebruary 12, 1934. It went out forty-eight years from 
March 1s t to March 25, a nd e igh teen years for the las t week of March 
after the 25th; tw enty years in April, with the la tes t April 20, 1846. 
From th is record it is r easonable t o ex pect that the ice will not m ove 
prior to the i srn of March or th e 25th, and may be not u nt il April. In 
1881, th e year of the big flood s, th e record sh ows March 27. In 1897, the 
s p r ing afte r th e b ig snow of tha t w in te r, it was March 29. From these 
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dates it is a good gamble that th e river will not break up un til some­
time between Marc h 25 and April 13. 

- Capital Journal, Feb. 20, 1936. 

Flood Disaster of 1881 
Feb. 6, 1937.- The misery in th e flood wa sh ed valley of th e Ohio an d 

Missis sippi r ivers has retouch ed th e memory of many of th e st ate's 
old timers who expe rienced th e disastrous Missouri r iver flood of 1881. 

Fo llowing the ice-blo ck ed winter whi ch began in October , 1880, th e 
spring of 'S1 boded evil a s se t tl e rs began to speculate upon the after­
math of two feet of snow on th e level and ice 42 Inche s th ick on the 
Misso uri river . 

Sunday, March 27, broke warm and stt ll-c-sttll exce pt for the rum b­
ling of th e ice on the river, Fort P ierre resid ents a lr eady were scamper­
ing to th e hills . At Farm Island a gorge form ed and Pierre cltlzens 
soon became aware of th e fa ct wh en th e water drove tliem to the high­
lands. 

An Old Timer Talks 
P ierre-"OI ' Man Ri ver" holds no te rror for E . E . (Ernie) Senechal, 

who wit h hi s father, "Cap." Senechal piloted ferry boats acro ss th e rest­
less turbulen t Missouri river for more than 40 years in the two DaKotas. 

Beginning hi s river ca reer as a boy in his t eens, Ernie learn ed the 
wil es of th e trea cherous Missouri from hi s fa the r, and th e two of them 
pli ed th e muddy stre am until th e mod ern age obsoleted th e ferry boat, 

In telling of th e high spots in hi s river ca reer, at Pi erre, Senechal 
re lates th e tim e when he carried a pack age con ta ining $10,000 in cur­
ren cy across th e river a lon e and deliv ered it to "S cotty" Philip. Ignorant 
of th e contents of the pa ckage, Sen echal hand ed it to Philip and said , 
"Here's that pa ckage th ey se nt over from th e bank." 

Scotty peered a t him for a moment amused, th en asked, "Do you 
know what was in that pa ckage'!" 

Wh en Ernie shook hi s head , Scotty to ld him what it containe d. 
The $10,000, incidentall y, wa s th e mon ey that Scotty Philip used to 

purchase his first herd of buff alo from P ete Dupree. 

Besides hauli ng passengers an d vehicles betwee n points, other tasks 
were undertaken. Thousands of ca ttl e-usually wild cr itte rs from the 
west river pla in s-were driv en onto the boat, an d a hundred at a loa d 
transported across th e river, regardless of its depths. Occasionally a 
breachy animal would climb th e enc losure and j ump to the swirling wa­
ters out sid e. In that case all hands were ca lled to th e rescue, t he' 
critter roped and guided or towed to shore in the best way possible. 
Without regard to th e hazards en countered , the Senecha ls operated for 
40 years without th e loss of a person, vehicle or animal.-Fort Pi erre 
Times . 
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Ft. Pierre Flood July 3-4, 1905 
H eavy rains in Stanley and Lyman counties fill ed Bad River and 

brought th e Mis souri r iver up . At 11 A.M. July 3 the Missouri r iv er 
started to ri se. and by eve ning it was' bank full. 

I beli ev e the flood -was rcaused by th e breaking of Sunshine Dam 
about 75 mil es up Bad River. This ca use d other sm aller dams below 
th ere to break . The fl ood struck Ft. Pierre ab out 5 o' clo ck A. M. on 
July 4. P eopl e living near th e river we re r outed out of the ir beds and 
fled to hi gh er ground wi th what Httle prop erty th ey could ca rry with 
them . 

75 fa m ilies we re dri ven from th eir h om es. 43 h om es were wreck ed 
or inun da ted and 17 h ouses were s we pt down th e Missouri r iver. Ei ght 
of th ese houses . so me of th em s till in good co ndit ion . float ing upright a nd 
with no damag e done ,in th e second story rooms. were ca ugh t and ti ed 
up by George' Harris, wh o lived a t th e h ead of Big Bend. There the 
current ca rrie d them in close e nough to the bank so they were eas ily 
caught. Du e to lack of rope they all sli ppe d away from him. 

The damage was es ti mate d at $20,000. Three people. a m an, hi s 
wife. and ch ild, lost th eir lives trying t o cross the river to sa fe ty an d 
about 120 peop le were left homel ess . s ome si ck and suffering from 
exposure. 

P eople a long the river watch ed for many days and ca ug ht wh at th e y 
could of the furniture and other th in gs flo ating down. A fea ther bed. 
fully equippe d with bedding and perfectly dry on top , was seen making 
its way down towards th e Mississippi. On e m an r es cu ed a fin e looking 
piano which ca me 'in handy to trade to a n Indian la t er. It still made a 
noise which wa s e nough for th e Ind ia n. Fr. Am brose says that m any 
Indians pra ctically furni sh ed th eir hom es with th ings salvaged from 
th e river. 

It is told th a t in on e of th e houses ca ugh t at the Geo rge Harris' place 
th e up stairs ro om s were en t ire ly undisturbed . In on e of them a lady's 
red, white a nd blue dress was laid out on the bed all r ead y to w ear at 
th e big F ourth of July ce le bration whi ch Ft. Pierre had planne d. 

T he river came ou t of it s banks below DeGrey, bu t it was not as 
high a s i t had been some years be fore that a n d was again in th e spring 
of 1927.-Zetta Laughlin. 

Albright Company Celebrated 50th Anniversary Here 
Ca pital Journal. 1931 

Th e L. B. Albright co m pa ny of this cit y closed its ob servance of its 
fiftieth a nn ive rsary Thursday evening with a banquet a t the Ma sonic Tem­
ple attended by officers and em ployees of the com pa ny and approxi ­
mately 180 guests fr om cus tomers of the company in P ierre a n d the 
surrounding t erritory. 

Earlier in th e day the offi cers of th e com pa ny held ope n hou se in th e 
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company offi ces, and th e gue sts were en te r ta ined at the Bijou theatre in 
the afternoon. I 

C. B. Coon, presiden t of th e company, acted as toastmaster a t th e 
banque t, and in troduced many cu stomers who had dealt with the corn­
pany for periods varying f rom 25 to 40 years. Among them were Rex 
Terry an d A. C. Ri cketts, j'i'or t P ierre; M. L. .Sarnco, Canning; Mr. H op­
kins, Hayes; F . E . H ilts and J . F . Thom as, Pierre; C. V. Weed, Fo rt 
Pi erre ; Mrs. La Pl a nt, Chey en ne Agen cy ; Henry Kert zrnan, Miles ville ; 
C. D. Murray, Mid land, and F . L. Vila s, Pi er r e. Older customers In­
cl uded H. A. McGannon, Okobojo ; and Chas. Fales and Anton Fischer, 
Fort Pi erre. Tw o cust ome rs who have""dealt with the company for 50 
years wer e un able to attend, Mrs. J osephi ne Kehr of Pi erre and J a coh 
Klu th , Fores t Cit y. Francis Hengel, P ierre, was in troduced as the new­
est cus to mer, having bought h is ini ti al stock of mer chandise the nigh! 
before. 

Officers an d employees introduced, and their terms of se r vice, 
in cl uded E. W. Stephens, vi ce president; Mrs . Alic e Mullally, se cretary 
22 years; E. H. Tillma n, treasurer, 18 years ; Mrs . Thea Ha rv ey, 2 
years; Mad s Hansen , 26 years; J ames P urkapile, 4 yea rs; R. G. Strutz, 
3 years ; J am es McKa y 28 years, George Hu rs t, 15 years ; Arthur J ohn­
so n, 13 years, and Archie McKay, 6 ye ars. F rank Craig was in trodu ced 
as th e fir st sa lesman of the com pany. Frank Smith, one of th e employees 
in 1886, wa s unable to be pres ent. 

The New "Courthouse 
At {our o'clo ck yesterday a fte rn oon, a t th e northeast corn er of the 

old Hu gh es Cou nty Cour tho use, now "rapidly in th e state of being de­
mo lished , was ca rr ied out a ce re m ony in connec tion with the un cover­
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Old Hu gh es Coun ty Courthouse 

Ing and opening of the corne rst one . A cro wd of people nu mb eri ng about 
one hundred and fifty consis ti ng of s ch ool children, business men , yo ung 
folks and on to th e pioneer se ttl e rs of the cit y, watch ed th e sealed tin 
box as it was opene d, a nd a collectio n of a rticles disclosed In a fine 
s ta te of preservation a fte r the fifty year rest ben ea th th e walls of the 
structure. 

Th e dep osit cons is te d of fo ur or five newsp ap er s fold ed neatl y a nd 
ti ed with blue ribbon s, business cards and quite a colle cti on of coins 
a nd trinkets . Th e histori c reli cs were taken by County Comm issioner 
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Mill ett a nd will be display ed to the public in th e windows of his gro­
ce ry store for a few days. 

Cha rles DeLand, at torn ey and pioneer of this county, made an 
address, in wh'ich he emphasized th e importan ce of the Court H ous e-­
wha t it had meant at th e time of building to the peopl e of Pi erre and 
Hughes county-the meaning of law and ord er, and the power exerted 
by all the cour ts of our land in ca rrying out justice. At the conclusion 
of his speech Dr. Doane Rob inson mad e a few remarks, calling atten­
tion to th e fac t that this building as or'tgtnally ere cte d had been the 
finest of it s kind in Dakota territory, cos ti ng over $35,000.00. It was 
planned to have th e terri tori al capit al at P ierre a nd this splen did build­
ing was in tended at th e t ime to serve as a sta te hou se when the con tem­
plated move was made possible. It was pointed out also tha t Our new 
Courtho use would be mod ern a nd up-to-da te, in k eeping with th e pr esen t 
dem ands of bu sin ess off ice s tructures-and it, too would be a cre dit to 
Hughes Coun ty and the City of Pi erre. 

As the cr owd di sp ersed old timers were seen to push th ro ugh to 

reminisce over the con te nts of th e pr ecious box-Henry Hausman wa s 
an 'in te res ted onlooker, Mrs . Schubert, Mrs. Gleck er, Mac e Martin a nd 
many others who had a ctually a ttended th e Cornerstone Laying Cere­
mony of fifty years ago were telling in cid ents pursuant to th e stree t 
parade, speaking program and laying of th e stone in Septemb er, 1883. 
One lady said, "The re was a large crowd a ll about th e foundatio n, on 
wh at is now the lawn. Only, of course, the re was not th e sembln ce of a 
lawn, a s the gro und was a ll cut up and rough. I rem em ber pla cing a 
small coi n or ot her ob ject in th e box, a lthough for the life of me I do 
not rem ember now wh at it wa s."-Da ily Reminder , July 9, 1934. 

J ohn E. Hipple 
John E. H ipp le, a prominent repres entative of Journalistic inter est 

in South Dakota is th e well known editor of th e Capital Journal at 
Pi erre and form erly publish ed se ve ral oth er pap ers. On July 20, 1865 
he was born in th e home of Oliv er F . and Mary E. H ippl e. 

H is educ a tion was ac quired in the common sc hools a nd the ent ire 
period of his business career has been spent in th e Journali stic field . 
H e ca me to Dakota in the winter of 1879, settl ing in th e th en Armstrong 
coun ty , now Hu tchinson coun ty. 

After engaging in th e new sp ap er bu siness a t Pa rk st on he came 
to Pierre , es tabli shing th e St ate Publishing Co. in 1898, and in 1903, 
retired fro m th at com pa ny and s ta r te d the Hipple Printing Co., t ald ng 
over th e daily and weekly Capital Journal in 1905. Hi s connec tion with 
the printing business ha s in cluded th e law publi cations as well as news­
paper a nd gen eral job printing . On Nov ember 11, 1896 in Ashton, S. D., 
Mr . Hipple was united in marriage to Miss Ruth Bowman, a daughter 
of S. ,V. Bowman, who was a pioneer .se tt le r of Wta con sin and South 
Dakota . Th ey have two children, R ob ert B. and Jam es B., Who hold 
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imp ortan t posi ti ons in th e Hipple Printing Co. In 1896 J ohn wa s elec ted 
as State Auditor a nd .m ad e a splen did r cor d in that con nec t ton. H e is 
a Mason and has other fra ternal con nections , 

His labors have been of fa r r ea ching effe ct. He .ha s been the 
May or of Pierre since 1924. TIe wa s an ind ep enden t ca ndida te for 
gov ernor in 1926 a nd poll ed 10,637 votes , wh ich demo ns trated hi s 
popula rity. He ha s n ever been a frai d to voice his convic tions an d the 
people of th e state have con fide nce in hi s in tegrity and good judgm ent. 
He has boun dless fa it h, not on ly of t he pos sib ili ti es of Pi erre, Fa rm 
Island aud cen tra l S. D. bu t is a tirel ess boos te r for t he who le ,s ta te . 

Hugh Jayn es 

A Cent ra l South Dakota Booste r 
G. H. J aynes, 62, pioneer Pi erre merchan t and outs ta nding ci t izen, 

died at St. Ma ry' s hospital Tuesday eve ning, Jun e 18, 1935 a t .7:10. Hi s 
dea th was attributed to a heart attack, brough t on by an a ttack of plu­
erisy and pn eumoni a fr om which he had been suffe ring fo r several days. 

Grail ey Hewitt J aynes was born in La Mon te, Missouri, May 27, 
1873, one of th e chil dren of Dr. Alf red Thom pson J ayn es and h is wi fe 
Lori nda J an e Greg or y Jayn es. His childhood wa s s pent in La Mon te 
and in Miller, S. D., wh ere hi s fa ther brou ght his family in t erritorial 
days to es tablis h th e practice of medi cin e in th e new se ttlement. H e 
was educa te d in the schools a t Mill er, and later a t tende d the ne wly 
es ta blis hed Presb yt erian college at Pi erre, for two years , and a bu sin ess 
college in Chicago fr om which he wa s gra duated. 

As a young man he was at tracted to th e meat marketing busin ess , 
and was employed in a market at Mill er. Later he en gage d in the 
business of ca t tle buying a s an employee of a Si oux City commiss ion 
firm . 

On September 3, 1895, he wa s married to Ca ro line A. Bemus at the 
hom e of he r mother in Olathe, Kan sa s, and brought hi s bride to Mill er 
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t o establish hi s home. In June, 1896, th e youn g couple moved to P ier re 
wh ere Mr. J ayn es had accepte d employment in a market run by Frank 
P rice. A fe w mon th s la t er he establishe d a market of ' his own, a nd 
s inc e 1896 th e P eopl es Market has been an esta blis he d bu siness, and Mr . 
J a yn es a t the ti me of hi s dea th was the se nior business man in P ierre. 

Mr. J aynes was a man of t reme ndous per sonal s tren gth a nd ene rg y, 
a nd to ok a lea ding an d a ctive pa rt in every civic and socia l ente r pri se . 
During the ca pital ca mpaign wh ich r esul ted in th e establishment of 
the perman ent capit a l of the sta te at P ie r re he worked un cea singly an d 
un selfishly as a member of th e commit te e' which had the campaign in 
ch arge. H e wa s for sev eral yea rs a member of th e city council, and 
wa s pres id ent of the board of city comm iss ione rs an d acti ng mayor of 
Pier re fro m May 3, 1909 to May 2, 1910. H e was a faithful and constant 
attend ant of th e Congregational churc h , and wa s a trus tee of the 
church at the tim e of hi s dea th. He wa s one of the early sponsors of 
th e project for building a new churc h buil din g for th e cong re ga ti on, 
an d con tribute d li be ra lly of hi s time, m oney, and energy to br ingin g 
ab ou t it s comple ti on . H e took a per sonal prid e in t he splendid ap pear­
ance of the new edifice , and a per son al satis facti on in his own cont ri­
but ion to it. 

He is sur vive d by hi s wid ow an d th ree so ns, Hewit t, Edwin and 
Alfred . 

-Capita l J ourn al. 

Homer Partridge 
Hom er Pa r tri dge ca me to P ierre fro m Denni son , Iowa , in January, 

1907, and on Ma rch 6t h of tha t same yea r, opened th e clo th ing st or e 
wh ich n ow bea r s his name. During th e fir st year follow ing the open­
ing of t he store, Mr . Partridge wa s a sso ciated in pa rt nership with Milton 
McCahren , a lso of Den n ison, Iowa , a nd at the end of th e first yea r Mr. 
Partrid ge bou ght out Mr. McCa hren 's interes t in the bu siness and be­
came the so le ow ner a nd propriet or. Wi th in th e nex t three years, Mr. 
Part ri dge had in cr ea sed hi s bu sin ess and s tock to such an exte nt th at 
it wa s necessary for him to enla rge hi s s tore , which he did, until it oc­
cup ied th e same a mo un t of store space in whi ch it is now loca ted. 

During the thirty years of consecuti vely operating a business in 
P ie rre, Mr . Partridge has cons ist entl y handled standard merch andise 
in hi s s tore, a nd a policy of hon esty and cour te sy ha s been carried out 
by him a t a ll times .-Capital Journal, April 8, 1937. 

Pierre Resid ent has Valuable Gun Thought Made 
Made Before 1803 

Al Hildebrandt, Pi erre r esident for 45 years, has in his possess ion 
a valuable gun, he di s cov ered r ecently wh en gun expert s exa mine d the 
pie ce. 
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In exa mining th e markings on th e gun under a mic roscope, it was 
fou nd that it was made in Lond on be tween 1745 a nd 1803, and is a King 
George V piece. The guild nu mb er, th e owner 's initials , J. M., hi s com­
pan y nnmber , 3, a re plainly seen on the barrel. The s toc k is mis si ng. 
Also are to .be seen fiv e notches cut into th e barrel. 

The gun was taken to Mr . Hildebrand t by a couple of boys wh o found 
it on the hill sid e nea r the ci ty. Ho w it ca me th ere is a ma tt er of con­
jecture. Th e va lue of the gun , from th e poin t of it s antiquity, was placed 
anywhe re fro m $1,500 to $2,500. 

Hildeb rand t ha s a nothe r valuable gun in hi s co lle ct ion-a targe t 
pis tol once own ed by Cala mity Jane , th e woman scout an d fr eigh ter of 
th e gold r ush days. She becam e ill in P ierre, an d Hildebrandt befr iended 
her. Wh en ' she returned to Deadwood, her grati tude wa s so great that 
she went out an d du g up th e old gun, wh ich sh e had buried with her pe t 
dog, an d se n t it to Hildebrand t. 

Pierre Parks 
A number of progress ive E ast Pi erreites h ave arrang ed to ge t title 

to th e block of ground so uth of th e East P ierre fire ho use, wh ich the y 
expec t to turn over to th e city for park pu rp oses an d pla yground. This 
proper ty or iginally wa s pla tt ed by th e E ast Pierre pro moters for park . 
bu t city a dmin ist ra ti on in fluen ce wa s not a ttracted to East P ie rre in 
ea rly day s, and la ter th e ground wa s platted and s old as town lots . Now 
it is pr oposed to mak e it a pa r k and play ground, a nd a good star t will 
be mad e this year. The mayor ha s agreed to por tio n a lot of availa ble 
trees to help plant this tract , an d with the n ew sc hoolho us e con st ruction 
on a blo ck joini ng th is block on one corner, it will provide a close con­
necti on for scho ol ch ildre n to en joy so me of th e pl ay g roun d fa cilities. 
This is a goo d sta r t for so mething t hat th e city needs mu ch mor e than 
has been provided for . 

'Wit h th e te rr ible sla ug hter of children by automobiles in the cittos 
throug ho ut th e coun try, it is being reali zed more and mor e eve ry day 
that local communit ies need to give more attention and great cons idera­
t ion to child welfare in providing par ks an d play gro un ds . Th is bl ock in 
Ea st P ierre will be a ver y progressi ve ste p for th e cit y a s a whole, an d 
es pecially th e cit izens in that section of Pierre. 

-Capital Journal , 1936. 

Meeting of Pioneers 
Dr . T. F . Riggs and hi s father left yes t erd ay for L ac Qui Parle , 

Min nesota, wh ere the Minneso ta State H istor-ica l Society in an a nn iver­
sary program is to hon or pion eer white set tl ers. This town, or set tl e­
ment, a s it was in th e olde n days, is the bi rthplace of Rev. Thoma s 
Riggs. Mr s. Riggs is already th e re. 

- Daily Reminder, June 12, 1935. 
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Folks We Should Know 
D r. Thom as L . R iggs 

Dr. Riggs was born in La c Qui Parle, Minnesota, on June 3, 1847. 
H e graduated fr om Chicago Theological Seminary in 1872 and was 
ord ained to the Congregational ministry the sa me year . H e wa s super­
intendent of Cong rega tio nal Indian Missi on s on Sioux Reserva tions west 
of the Missouri R iver until 1919. H e was th e first president of th e 
So uth Dakot a Hi storical Association wh ere he s till ho lds member ship. 
Hi s ho me is a t Oahe where he is still in terested and acti ve at th e age 
of 87. 

Mr. Ri ggs is on e of our tine old So uth Dakota ploneers, 
Oa he Chapel was built in 1877 (ti t onka Oha, meaning the pla ce of 

the great council house ). The lum ber and hardware for the chapel 
ca me from Sioux City by steamboat. It was unl oa ded on the cut bank 
about a m ile from t he pla ce it was to be used and ha ul ed that dis ta nce 
by oxen. Gen era l Charles H owa rd who wa s vi si ting ,tha t year at Oahe 
hel ped build the chape l. 

- (Extract fr om "M y County," by J ean Ri ggs, Oahe, S. Dak.) 

Pioneer South Dakota Bullwha cker Dies In Nebraska 
Beld en , Neb .-James Rabdau, 76, la st of th e bullwhackers an d on e of 

the m ost colorf ul figures in th is te r rito ry die d in his home of heart 
trouble following a s t roke. 

Prospector , ca t tleman a nd bull wh ack e r, Mr. Rabdau had made and 
lost s everal good sized fo rtunes since com ing to th e middlew est a s a lad 

. of n in e fro m Mal on e, N. Y ., wh ere he was born November 8, 1860 . 
Mr . Rabdau, of Fren ch and Scotch descent, lived with his brother, an 

army off icer s ta ti oned at Pi erre, S. D., after he moved west un til he was 
a bout 16 wh en he star ted " whack ing" long t ra in s of bulls. T hen h e 
e n tere d th e cat tl e busi ness for h imself a nd ro un ded up and drove herds 
down i n t o old Mexico. 

Mr . Rabdau was married November 13, 1886, at Pi erre to Miss 
Kathryn Gr iesel of Belden . Th ey ce le bra t ed th eir gold en wedding a n­
n iversary in 1936. 

Survivors incl ude t wo da ugh ters , Mr s . H . J. St r ie f of Da lla s, T ex. , 
and Mr s. Forrest Mos t, of La ur el, Neb ., 14 gra nd ch ildre n an d two great­
grand ch ildre n.-Blunt Advoca te. 

The Breeden Family 
In 1888 J ames K . Breed en, a res ide n t of Illinois who had been judge 

of the Probat e cou r t of Dou gla s co unty for some years a nd was t he n 
states attorney, m ad e a busin ess trip t o P ierre. 

T h is visit res ulted in an inves tm en t in a number of P ierre 's destr ­
a bl e building lo ts . In 1890 Judge Breeden bro ugh t hi s fa mily a nd m ad e 
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a three week 's s ta y a t th e th en new Lo ck e Hotel, inves ti n g still fu r ther 
in Pi erre prop erty an d making many fri en ds . This visit resulted two 
years la ter in th e family becoming pe rmanent res iden t s of South Dakota 
by taking a homestead in Stanley County, wh en the r eser vati on was 
ope n to settlement, m aking s ubstantia l im provements th ere and es ta b­
lishi ng a sh eep ranch . Thi s la nd borders the Missouri river fo u r m iles 
above Fort Pi erre . 

J udge Breed en planted th e fir st acre of alfalfa grown in Stanley 
county a nd built th e first stone and earth dam across a d ra w in th e 
W est R iver coun t ry fo r th e purpose of watering stock. Stockmen r egarded 
th is 'a s th e solu tion of a serious problem a nd came fro m a ll parts of the 
ra ng e to see th e cons t ruc ti on. After five year s of homesteading a gov­
ern m en t patent t o th e lan d was secure d a nd the Breede ns rem ove d to 
P ierre in 1897 whe re they bu ilt t he hom e th ey s ti l! occ upy on uppe r 
E uclid avenue, Judg e Breeden res um ing the practice of la w. 

The Br eed ens, with ot her loyal cit izens , gave m uch personal ser­
vi ce in beha lf of Pi erre in loca t iag th e permanent ca pit a l of So u th 
Dakota. Soon a fte r settl ing in Pierre, Judg e Breed en was e lec te d 
coun ty judge of H ughes coun ty which po sition he continued to h old 
for a number of terms. For some years he wa s a member of th e Pierre 
cit y counc il and a lso a t r us tee of th e Congregationa l Ch urch Society. 
Of la te years he has re ti red from active bu siness to e njoy the comfort 
and fr eed om to which his well s pe n t lif e of 93 years entitles h im. 

Mr s. Br eed en has rend ered se rvice to the so cia l and publi c life of 
Stanley a nd H ugh es counties and to th e s ta te of So ut h Dakota, bei ng 
a cha rte r member of th e fir st la dies a id soc ie ty in Stanley county and 
a n early mem ber of th e Aid society of th e Congregational Church in 
P ierre. Sh e continues a s vi ce--presid ent of th e Dick ens Club, the first 
literary club organiz ed in P ierre in 1889. Mr s . Breeden was a cha r te r 
membe r of the Ro un d Table wh ich dissolved to r eor ganize at the sa me 
m ee ti ng in Ap ril, 1899, as th e W oma n s Club of Pierre, in wh ich club 
she was an offi cer and active m ember for th irty year s. W hen the So uth 
Dakota F edera tion of Wo rnans Club s was incorporated Mrs . Bree den was 
chair man of the com m it tee in charge. 

Th e fir st le t ter writte n to Andrew Ca rnegie presenting the n eed of 
a pu bli c lib rary fo r P ierre wa s written by Mr s. Breed en . The rep ly to 
th is le t ter wa s en co uraging and was the founda tion fo r the organization 
of the W oman s Book Club which s ponsored t he libra ry proj ect a nd in­
du ced the city fath ers to m ee t the require d terms. 

Dur ing the ca m pa igns for woman suffrage Mrs. Breeden was a 
m emb er of influenti al leg isl a ti ve co mm ittees a nd for years was s upe r­
inten dent of suffrage publicit y ca r r ied by th e state press. 

The th r ee chil dre n of th e fam ily a re gr aduates of Pierre H igh Sc hool, 
Th e dau ghter, Ma rj ori e, graduate d as the fir st woman lawyer fro m t he 
la w dep artment of th e Sta te Unive rs it y. After aasfs t lng in her father's 
la w of fice for so me years , she is now de vo ti ng her a ttention to m ain­
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ta ining the fa mily h ome and managing a commercial flower ga rden , 
kn own a s Cedar Hed ge Ga rd ens. 

Harold Rooker gradua ted with a B. A. fr om Beloit Colle ge and at 
presen t is superintendent of con crete cons truc ti on work for a large 
con tra cting com pa ny wit h headqua rt e r s at Compton, Cali forn ia. 

J ames Reu e, aft er some years of fa r mi ng, attended the Univer sity 
of Minnesota, gr aduating as a bridg e engineer, and is now in cha rge of 
pu bli c work for a cont ract ing firm in Kentucky of which firm he is a 
member. 

- J an e R. Breeden. 
Note : Mr . Br eeden joined th e r ealm of th e departed on May 7, 1937 

Our Mail Carriers 
Toni ght, J anuary 31st, en ds thirty years of service tor A. L. Hegg­

lu nd a nd Guy Kell ey as mail ca rrie rs for the local free del ivery service. 
On December 1s t next, A. G. Hen gel will have complete d thir t y yea r s. 
A. J . Nelso n join ed the forc e five years la ter. Ther e has been no change 
in the pe rson nel of ca rr ie rs si n ce the deliv ery ser vice started t hirty 
yea rs ago. Th is is a remarka ble r ecord and th e people of P ierre are to 
be congratula ted on the result of this r ecord . It is doub tful whether 
a no th er cit y of th is size and importance h a s a simila r record to pr e-sent. 
The r eliability of t he ca rr ie r s' work has given th e commun ity su ch 
dep en dab le service, that peo ple sim ply expec t their mail as ce rtain as 
t he hou rs move on in ti me. These m en deserve the ap pr eciation of 
both the gove rn me n t and th e citizens . It is a st r iking example of wh at 
r eal civil s e r vlce means. During th e same perio d, five differ ent post­
mas te rs , S. G. Dewell , J . E. H ippl e, J. B. Binder, J am es Holm, an d F . S. 
Williams, h ave been in cha rge. 

- Ca pita l J ou rn al , J anuary 31, 1935. 

Post Office History 
Old-timers of P ierre an d Hughes coun ty will , perhaps, s top an d 

remini s ce of days go ne by as th e ti me grows neare r for F red William s' 
da y of r etiring fr om the position as pos tma s ter of the Pi erre pos t off ice. 

Williams sta r te d working in th e post office wh en a young man just 
out of hi gh school, in 1894, as cle rk . After three ye ars he wa s ap poin te d 
a ss istant postmaster an d served in th is position for 25 years und er the 
r egime of fo ur di fferent postmasters. In August 1923 h e wa s appointed 
a cting pos tm a ster and December 18, 1923 received his commiss ion as 
postmas ter. April 27, the day of his retirement, he will have completed 
13 years service as pos tm a st er, and 42 ye ar s conti nual service in the 
post offi ce. 

Be ca us e his is an involuntary retirem ent, William s ha s a choice of 
a ccept ing a pension imme dia te ly or accepti ng a position as ass is tant 
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'pos tmas ter in some post office, and waiting nin e years for his retirement 
pen sion to take effec t. What h e plan s to do is not known at pr esent. 

Williams ha s seen the volume of bu siness grow until it ha s becom e 
.necessary to employ 16 men and 4 jani tors , instead of the three peopl e 
originally h ired, consi sting of a postmaster , ass is tant postma ster and 
on e cle rk. He has seen receipts in cr ea se from $200 mon thly to an 
.a verage of $8,000. Williams al so help ed move the equipme nt from the 
old building, now occ upie d by the Hipple P r inting Co., to the new fe de ra l 
building in 19(J6 . 

Who will be a ppo inte d to f ill th e va cancy left by Will iam s is no t 
known. 

-Dail y R emind er, F eb r uary, 1936 
(La ter Rand olph Y. Bagby was appointed to fill the va cancy. ) 

Fox's Who's Who Among South Dakotans 
OLANDER, J . F RED, publisher ; b. Gr ee nbay, Wi s., Oct. 7, 1871 ; 

.s. J onas and Mary C. (Olund) 0 .; ed. grad. Nat' I. No rma l D., Leba non , 
Ohi o, 1893; m. Grace E. Ve rm ilya; ch. Royal Dwight, July 13, 1900; 
Theodor e Edward, Sept. 21, 1906; Gra ce Rosa lyn, May 5, 1913; Mary 
Faith, F ebI'. 13, 1915; J. Fred, J r. , F ebI' . 21, 1920. Co. Supt. of Schools, 
Brookings County, 1903-7. Chairman South Dakota board of t ea chers 
examiners, 1907-10. Sec'y. S. D. Ed. Assn., 1903-10. P ub lish er an d 
edito r, Stratford, Iowa, Courier , 1892-8. Schoo l book publishe r, . 1910-29. 
R epub. Meth. Ma son (32, Shrine ). Ho me: Pi erre, now at home in Sioux 
F all s. H e ca me to Hughes County on July 4, 1907. 

Bill Smith 
Bisc uit-b urning brides might do well to know Bill Smith, genial 

.s ta tehouse cafe proprietor. 

Although Bill has been di shing out coffee and do ughnuts to s tate­
house employees for 20 years , th at is not th e li mit to his culinary back ­
ground . Born into a family of French , Negro an d Am erica n an cestry, 
Smith came by hi s cook ing t as tes naturally . W h en a yo ung ma n hi s 
k it ch en a bilities were u tili zed by s tea ms h ip com pan ies and wh en th e 
Spanish Amer ican war broke out he cooked for the D . S . Army. There 
he made the acquaintance of J oh n J ordon who shot the fir st can non in 
the Man ila Bay ba ttl e under Dewey, and t hey beca me fri ends. 

Since th en Bill Smith became the chief chef on a s pec ial train for 
R ock Isl an d off icials, serving a s many as 35 million aires at onc e. H e 
traveled a ll over the country on the priva te dinin g car an d la ter se r ved 
a spec ia l t rai n of Shriners from Des Moines to the ir California conve n­
ti on. 

His annua l elk, de er, r accoon a nd ga me bird dinn ers for statehouse 
.officlals and new sp a perm en a re legend. 

- Da ily R eminder, June 12, 1935. 
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Max Kehr Funeral Tuesday Aftern oon 
Max J. Kehr, 63, well known Pi erre merchant and prom inent business 

man, pa ss ed away shor tl y before noon last Saturday from th e effec ts of 
a bullet wound in his head, pr esumably self inflicted. 

H e was born October 1, 1872, at Watertown, Wis. He moved to 
P ierre when eight yea r s old. He received hi s ed ucation here an d al so 
a ttended the Sp ence r ia n college a t Milwaukee. 

After th e dea th of his father, Lou is Keh r, he conti nued working in 
t p,e store tha t his father had fo rmerly operated. 

He wa s married to Miss Ber tha Haz en of this city at Chadron, Neb ., 
October 28, 1910, an d moved sho r tl y afterward to Indiana where the y 
remained .for some time, and retur ned to Pi erre to join in operating 
the P ioneer Store wi th hi s father. Besides his wif e, his moth er al so 
survives him. 

H e had been comp lai ning of ill health for some ti me and accompa nied 
by hi s wif e had spen t several weeks at Hot Springs, Arkans as , re­
cup erating. He had return ed r ecently to P ie rre s t ill desp ond ent. 

Th e fun eral services will be held tomorrow afte r noon at 2 o'c lock 
at the Pi erre Bapt dst churc h. Th e body will be sh ipp ed Wednesday 
morning to Sunman, Indian a , wh ere burial will be mad e. Th e nea rest 
r ela tives a re r esiding a t Milw aukee, who will probably a t ten d the fun eral 
services in India na . 

- Ap ril 13, 1936, Daily Dakotan. 

Borst Tells Story 
Billie Borst yest e rday re la te d a trip he made in April, 1878, trucking 

from Bism a rck to the Hills an d back aga in a nd down to P ierre. On Ap ril 
10 that year th ere wa s more th an a foot of snow and th e water in creeks 
was so deep th ey could not make cross ing for a day or more at a tim e. 
T hey took a load of kerosen e, or coa l oil , a s it was th en ca lled, to Dead ­
wo od, an d that commodity commande d a pri ce of $10 a ga llon. Th at 
mu ch for whi skey does n ot sound un rea son abl e, but $10 for plain k ero­
sen e wa s g reat, bu t that was th e regula r pr ice and eve rybody paid it . 
Billie has seen more ra nge li fe an d gra ss grow ing than pr obably a ll 
th e guys who are warming up dope on plann ing board s an d reli ef org ani­
za ti on s com bine d. He never did favor break ing up th e prair ie, bu t he 
gives these sma rt guys a loud laugh wh en it come s to the propositi on 
of not getting range grass again. H e admit s th e bu ffal o gr ass will h av e 
a hard tim e to come ba ck , but pr edicts that th er e will be wheat grass 
ta ll enough to lose some of th e politica l for ecaster s who are plan ning 
r ecovery. -Capital J our na l, 1935. 

Billy Bors t wa s 17 when h e ca me here th e last of April, 1877, fro m 
W orthington , Minn. Hen ry Davis an d broth ers maintained a wagon 
train fr om there to th e Hills. Bor st gave $15 for a rid e to Pierre a t 
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tha t tim e. Wh en th ey re a che d P ierre one of the driver s, an old soldie r 
go t cold feet an d quit. H is nam e was. McLean an d he ca ught a boa t 
going down th e ri ver. Billy took hi s pla ce as driver a nd Deadw ood was 
rea ch ed on May 17. La rge flak es of snow fell t here that day. Hay 
wa s selling at $180 per to n, flour $22 per 100 pounds and bacon 30c per lb. 

Hen ry Davis s tar ted a store a t Cen tral City in th e Hill s . Gr een 
coffee was more common th an the ro asted. 

Tw o m en and a woma n were killed west of Bea r Butte by th e Indian s; 
th ey were t rying to leave the H ills a nd go to Bis marck . Calamity Jane 
ran a rooming ho use in E lizabeth tow n , a subur b of Dea dwood . She wa s a 
generous old spor t. Stage coa ches wer e often robbed . 

In 1883 I went hom e to Sioux Falls for a vi sit. I wa s hired to 
man ag e a large ranch fo r the Dakota Cattle Co. on the Che yenne r iver, 
whi ch I did for 5 years; then I engage d in th e cattle bu s in ess for my ­
self and sold out in 1928. - Bill y Bors t, Pi erre 

Paoli Bianchi's Reminiscences 
By Hi s Dau ghte r Ka tie 

On September , 1880 I came dow n th e river on t he fe r ry boat fro m 
Bism arck, N. D., an d la nded a t Fort Pi erre. My pa rtn er an d I stayed at 

.F t . Pi er re over ni ght at what wa s th en known as Sh erwoo d Hotel. Next 
morn ing we bough t a wh eel barrow for $6.50 an d wit h our few bel on gings 
we came across the r ive r and lan ded dow n at wh a t is now Cit y P a rk . 
\Ve campe d th er e fO I' a few days . Then I moved up to a buildi ng tha t 
was loca ted down n ear wh ere th e Crea mery now stan ds a nd s tar te d a 
bak ery. 

Ther e weren 't many buildings he re. Just a da n ce hall and sa loon s 
a long th e river fro nt. Th ere was no law or orde r. I r em ember on e in­
ciden t in which th e out -la w Arkansas J oe was ordered to s tay a way from 
her e. He left bu t re turned and a crowd of men a ttacke d him near the 
ri ver and shot him nin e times. They wan ted me to go wi th them bu t 
I wa s ju st pu tting br ead in th e oven so they borrowed m y gun. 

In th e sp ring of 1881 the flood cam e up to my building so I m oved out 
with my dog an d gu n , walking to the hills . I ca r r ied two sacks of bread 
a long. Th e women an d children we re taken care of at Meyer's Brew ery, 
whi ch wa s loca ted in th e we st end of town. W e had little t o ea t and 
th er e wa s no way to get foo d in h ere. W e mi ght h ave star ve d if two 
soldiers had n ot a rri ved fr om F t. Lincoln with two barrel s of sa lt pork. 
This was di vid ed am ong th e people and we man aged until other suppli es 
a rrived. Su ch wa s li fe in th e early day s. 

Not e : Mr . Bianchi wa s an It ali an by na tionality a nd a Catholic by 
faith . He had s trong reli gious convic ti ons wh ich he divulged to fri ends 

.es pe cia l ly during hi s later years. Th e children were Ad ele, Floren ce, Katie, 
-Clementlne and H enry. 
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" To ny" H e ng el 

HENGEL, ANT HO NY D., merchant ; b. in Luxemburg, 1857; s. 
Dominick a nd Anna (Arn oldy) H . ; ed. grad. from Hi gh Sch ool , 1873, 
second pri ze ; m. Susan Lehne r tz ; ch . J osep hi ne ; Albert ; Edwa rd ; 
Francis ; L oui s ; Ma ry ; Ma rguerit e. Ca me to Am e ri ca , 1874; loca ted 
in P ierre, 1883. Be gan clothi ng bu siness wit h J . C. H ilg er & Co., 1883 ; 
n ow proprietor of th e T ony Clot h ing Co. H a s been counc ilman and 
a c ting mayor of P ierre. M ern. bd. of ed., 15 yrs . ( pa st pres.). P r es. 1s t. 
Nat'J Bank, 1922- . Dem . Catho lic, K . C., C. O. F . Died Dec. 11, 1928. 
His wi dow s t ill re sid es in Pierre. 

Fox' s 'Who's 'Who Am on g South Dakotans. 

An Early Arrival 
My first view of P ierre , wa s ea r ly in October, 1883. J had walked 

in from a hom estead in western Sull y county on Sunday, a trip of 
twenty-five m iles. Met an old man a couple of miles no rth of Snake 
Butte. Asked him if I could see Pi erre fro m the to p of th e hill , a n d 
he assured m e that I co uld. But th e re wa s no vi ew of Pi erre unt il 
the h ill wh ere the r ese rvoir now is wa s rea ch ed . Outs id e of a very fe w 
hou se s a long t he s t r ip whe re th e Catho lic ch urch is, th e town wa s la rgely 
bel ow th e railway track s, which are th e fr eig ht tra ck s now . 
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In fa ct most of the business secti on was on Pierre Street below 
Dakota av enue, and a long Missouri avenue. There wer e many vacant 
lot s between Dakota av enue and Sioux avenue. About where the Mor ton 
Bak ery now is wa s a " bunk tent" with bunks ranged against the side 
of th e tent wall s, th ese supplie d with hay and blanke ts for tho se who 
wanted a cheap ni gh t's lodgin g. 

Th e Mis souri aven ue section was th e "red light" se ctio n an d wa s 
s t rung a long tha t s treet for about four blocks. In th e lin e of business 
at tha t time were many s a loons , scattered generously over town. A 
greater number of sa loons th an any other on e cla ss of bus ines s represen­
tation in the town. 

The Nor thwestern Transporta ti on company sta r te d Con cord Coa ches 
eac h morning from their headqua rters wh er e th e Tex aco sta ti on, is lo­
cated on the corner of Sioux Aven ue an d F ort Street , an d tha t was one 
of the bu sy loca ti ons of th e to wn . Hotels stood wh er e the F ord ga rage 
n ow is . The Northwestern and th e Reed H ouse where the Red Owl 
store no w is loca ted. 

The pr in ci pal hotel of the town was the W elts H ouse in Ea st P ier re , 
whi ch was la ter to rn down a nd t he lumber used in oth er buildings about 
to wn. Ther e wa s practica lly as much busi nes s a long Dakota Aven ue in 
Ea s t Pi erre a t tha t tim e as the re wa s in th e down town section, but th a t 
fad ed out .so on aft er wa rd. 

The fr eight outfi ts driving bull t r ains to the Hills would come in and 
if a delegation fro m F or t Sully ha ppened in at t he sa me time, th ere wa s 
genera lly plenty of exc ite me nt a long Missouri av en ue fo r th e t ime t hat 
th e conflicting force s wer e both in town and tha t wa s not an in fr equen t 
occurrence. - Ste ve T ravis . 

Greenough Store Opened Here 1884 
The Gr eenough Ha rdware, for m ore th an ha lf a ce nt ur y on e of 

th e leading ha rd ware s tore s in Pi erre, wa s es ta blis he d in Pi erre in 
1884, in the firs t Well 's addit ion, by Louis a nd J ohn Gr een ough. The 
Sto re cont inue d for fou r year s as a partnersh ip concer n in wh a t is n ow 
Ea st Pie rr e, a nd a t th e end of th a t time J ohn Gr eeno ugh left P ie r r e to 
open a hard ware s tore in Missoula , Mon tana, and Loui s con ti nue d on 
in the store a lon e. So on aft e r 1888, the Gr een ough Hardwa re was 
mo ved to the east side of wha t is no w P ierre st reet , in th e loca ti on 
occupied by th e Montgomer y WaI'd bu ild ing. Nine years la t er, Mr . 
Gr een ough purchased t he bu ildin g in which th e s to re is now lo cated , 
and then for th irty-five years , until th e time of his dea th in 1932, Mr . 
Gr eenou gh ser ved Pi erre and th e wid e t e rritory surrounding wi th hard­
wa re merch an dise. 

Mr. L oui s Green ough , a s a young man, came to Omah a , Nebraska, 
from Ma ssa chusetts, where he had been occupied a s a t in smith. H e 
accepted a position with the Milt on Ro dgers Com pany of Om aha, but 
stayed the re on ly a shor t t im e because he felt P ierre to be a better 
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lo cation with mor e a dvan tage s. And so, in 1884, Mr. Gr een ough ca me 
to Pi erre wh ere he resided until th e time of hi s dea th . 

The in teres ts of the man we re multiple, and a sid e from hi s bu sines s , 
he se rved on the city co mm iss ion for many years. It was Mr. Gr een' 
ough, who in th e ea rly stages of the devel opment of our muni cip al u tili­
ti es, wor ked wit h great zea l, for he r ea lize d that Pier re without a cit y 
water, light and power sys tem, would becom e little more tha n a tra ding 
pos t. He believed an educa tio na l sys te m in P ie r re to be of prime im­
por tan ce, a nd strive d honestly and si n ce rely a s a member of the school 
boa rd, to educate the chil dre n as welI as co nvenie nces of tha t time 
would perm it. 

Mr . Greenoug h wa s fa r sighted enough to realize th at the "ho rse­
less" carriage would develo p in to mor e tha n an obj ect of cur ios it y in 
a short ti me, a nd togethe r wit h Mr. Henry ' V. Ad ams , had suc h a vehi cl e 
mad e in t he ea rly n ine ti es , with the idea in mi nd that a bu s rou te could 
be ma intai ned between P ierre and Rapi d Cit y. The vehicle, whi ch 
wa s th e fift h in the world a nd the four th in the Un ite d States, a nd the 
fir s t west of Chi cago, cr ea te d no li t tl e con cern alI over th e state. It 
was displayed at Ya nkton 'but un der no circumstances wo uld the city 
off icials consent to le t ti ng it be driven down th e st ree t. The sam e thin g 
occ urred in Mitchell, wh en Mr . Adams and Mr . Greeno ugh pas sed 
th rough, and th ey were forced to sta y out side th e cit y lim it s . 

Mr . Greenough di ed a t the ag e of 79 in 1932. He was a fir m be­
liever in the future of t his community and an in cessan t wor ker for th e 
welfare of Pierre. 

Sin ce th e dea th of Mr. Greeno ugh th e s tore has been under th e a ctive 
managem ent of Mr . J a mes Cox, a son-in-law . 

- Ma rion Ho lst in Capita l J ournal. 

Dr. O. N. Hoyt 
O. N. Hoy t wa s born in Cana da just ove r the line fro m Maine . on 

May 2, 1844. He la te r moved to ' Ves t Un ion, Iowa an d acted a s Coun ty 
Sup erintend ent th ere. He took up th e s tudy of med icin e at th e Rush 
Med ica l Schoo l and after completing his course went to Duluth, Minn . 
In August, 1889 he es ta blishe d hi mself in Pi er re. In 1886 he marr ied 
Cass ie R. Rhodes. A so n , Fred , has a fa mi ly living iu Pi erre : another 
son, H arry, resides in nor th ern Stanley county. 

Word wa s received in P ierre today announ cing the dea th Friday 
of Dr . O. N. Hoyt, 90, at h is h ome in Long Bea ch , Cali fornia . Dr . Hoyt 
was one of the pion eer Pi erre physician s and left for Californ ia to make 
his h ome after re ti r ing f rom practice h er e nearly tw enty years ago. 

Funeral se rvices, will be held Sunday afternoon at Lon g Bea ch. 

Dr. and Mrs. H oyt lived in Pi erre for many years wh ere they were 
grea tly loved and respected . He had a large practice and Mrs. H oyt 
wa s hi s a ss istant. For ma ny ye ars "The Hoyts" as they were affec· 

-83­



tionally k nown, were a t ow er of s trength a nd con fide nce to their patients. 
H e wa s a splendid type of th e old old time family ph ysi cian . No 
n ig ht was eve r too dark or stormy; t he river was nev er too ro ugh , or 
th e weath er too cold fo r Doctor H oy t an d his good wife to respond 
to a ca ll for h elp . D ur ing th e in fluenza e pide m ic , a lthough he ha d 
practi ca lly re ti red from a ctive pra ctice, Docto r H oyt worked day a n d 
nigh t a nd never los t a case. H e wa s pro ud of hi s record of more 
than fo rty year s' obstetrica l practice an d never th e loss of a mother 
in ch il dbir th . 

After retir ing from practice, Dr . a nd Mrs. Hoyt removed to Long 
Beach, California , wh ere th ey have made th e ir hom e. Many people in 
P ierre have reason to remember Dr. Hoyt with gratitude, love a n d re ­
spect a nd th e Capital-Journal adds its tribu te of high r egard and 
sympathy. It was a long and a usefu l li fe ; lived in the best t radi­
tions of hi s ca lli ng . It ca n be t ruthfully sa id of him "He loved his 
nei ghbor as h im self. " 

T he Doctor di ed December 27, 1932.- Ca pit al Journa l. 

Mrs. Hoyt, A Useful Helpmate 
W ord was received in Pierre tod a y of t he death of Mr s. Cassie R. 

H oyt, wif e of Dr . O. N. Hoyt , who fo r many years was a practici ng 
physi cia n in Pi erre in ea r ly da ys. 

Mrs. Hoyt en joye d th e distinction of having a large circ le of admir­
i ng friends in Pi erre a nd was a wom an deeply interes ted in com m un it y 
wel fa r e, and many persons en jo ye d t he resul ts of her inte rest a nd assi st­
an ce during th e days tha t th e fa m il y were res id ents of th is city. H er 
death occ u r re d at th e hom e of her si s t er, Mrs. Roz ell, in Des Moin es , Iowa . 

After lea ving P ierre th e Hoyts r es ided in Cali for ni a but th e worthy 
lad y a lways kept in close touch with her intimate fri ends in th is cit y, as 
well a s the fa mily of Fred H oyt , so n of the pionee r doctor. She wa s a 
typica l characte r of th e early day people, who had great faith and co n fi­
de nce in Pierre devel opment a n d growth, a n d likewise a good exam ple ot 
the sterli ng wo manhood that marked the many ma t rons Who help ed es­
tablish a n atmosphere of good com m unit y spirit and progressive provis­
ions for th e younger gen eration, Who have s inc e grown to mature man­
hood and womanhood. 

H a vi ng lived a goo d life, she unqu esti on ably is reaping the reward 
to do a good se rvice in th e spir it world where she join ed he r husban d wh o 
preceded her to the grea t beyond .-Capital J ournal , 1936. 

Pat Kane Dies at St. Mary's Hospital 
Known By Practically Everyone Who Visited St. Mary's H osp it al 

Pat Kane passed aw ay a t St. Mary 's ho spital yesterday morning a t 
6 : 20 o'c lock a fte r ha ving been confine d for ove r twenty-three years at 
the� hospital with a r th r it is a nd oth er com plic a ti ons . H e had com plained 
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fo r a few days befor e'hts dea th' ofa' bad cold and sore ches t. Ph ysi cians 
repo rt ed tha t he had often times comp la ine d of his heart. He was fi ft y­
eight yea r s old. 

Tw enty-th ree years ago, October 23, 1913, Pat was brought t o S t. 
Mary's hospital from his hom e a t De Smet with a bad attack of a rthr itis. 
Sin ce that tim e t he afflict ed became cr ippled and unable to wa lk and 
has been und er the ca re of th e Sisters at the hospital as a personal case. 

He was born October 6, 1878, an d mad e his hom e near De Smet where 
he was em ployed as a la borer and farmer up to the time of his affl iction . 

H e is survive d by a si st er, Mr s. J ohn Callaghan of Bison , a brother, 
an d al so a niece, Mr s. A. L. Erickson, of Minn eap oli s . 

Serv ices will prob ably be conduc ted W edn esday morning a t the 
hospital an d t he body wiII be sh ipp ed to De Sm et to be buried in the 
fam ily lot the re . 

Pat, without dou bt, was visited by more peop le than an y patient 
eve r in th is hospit a l. 

- Da ily Dakotan, Marc h 15, 1937. 

Jim Lewis, City Pioneer, Dies at Hospital Tuesday 
James Lewi s, pion eer Pi erre mechanic a nd guns mit h, died at St. 

Ma ry's hospital this morning of pne umo ni a, a fte r an illness of se veral 
days. H e was 78 yea r s old, havi ng been born in Indiana in July, 1858. 

In his you th he took up the ma ch inists trad e, an d was employed in 
railroad shops in Illinois. In 1874 he was ma rried to Miss Emma Phil­
li ps , at Bismarck, Ill in ois. A few years la te r he mo ved to Dakota te r r i­
tory, an d in 1887 came from Madison in this state to Pi er re, where h e 
has s in ce liv ed. 

As a youth he was attracted by fir ea rms and wh ile engaged as a 
m achi nis t began r epai ri ng guns for h is acquaintances. H e became ac­
qu a inted with se veral noted gunsmiths, among them the la te J ohn Brown. 
in g, of Ogden, Utah, inventor of the automatic r ifl es and light machine 
guns used by t he Ame rican army during the W orld War. Upon coming 
to Dakota Mr . Lew is gave mo st of his ti me to pra cti ce of th e guns m ith's 
a rt , and qui ckly became known th roug ho ut the centra l west as an expe r t 
in hi s pro fession. 

Du ring r ecen t yea r s he ha s not been a s ac tive as form erly, but up 
to the tim e of h is la s t illness he stilt maintained a small shop to which 
he devoted a part of hi s time each day in working up on fir earms se n t to 
him for repair. 

He is survive d by Mr s. Lewis a n d four childre n, Jack and Emma 
Lewis, of Chicago, Mr s. Lor en Chr is ty, of Okobojo, and Mrs. J oe Ri edl , 
of Dickin so n, North Dakota . 

- Ca pita l Journal , J an. 28, 1936. 

No te : J im was proud of the fa ct th at he never vot ed . 
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Prominent Pi oneer Passes 
J udge Loring E . Ga ffy, one of th e prominent pion eers a nd profes ­

s iona l men of Dak ota a nd South Dakota, pass ed pea cefull y aw ay a t his 
home on Prosp ect av enue this morning, F eb ruary 20. 

Judge Ga ffy wa s bo rn in Cli nton county, New York, J anuary 12, 1850. 
The family moved to \Visconsin wh er e 1\11'. Gaffy rece ived a hi gh sc hool 
educa ti on an d la ter a comme rcia l college training, a ft er wh ich he read 
la w wi th Judge Drury in F on du Lac, w ts constn . In 1871 he moved to 
Neb ra sk a an d wa s a dmitted to pr actice t n the Nebraska co urts. La te r 
rumors of gold dis co ver ies a n d exci te ment of set tle r s go ing in to th e 
Black Hills en tice d Mr. Ga ffy to go 't o Deadwood, wh ere he a rrived in 
J une, 1877. Afte r pr acticing la w in t err ito r ia l courts fr om 1877 to 1884, 
he returned to Hu ghes coun ty, [o r a tim e r es iding in Blunt , and la te r 
bei ng elected s ta te's a ttorney of Hughes county, in which ca pac ity he 
se r ved from 1889 to 1893. In 1894, following the death of JUdge Be nnett 
of the st a te supreme court, which resulted in th e ad va ncement of Judge 
Fuller, th en circuit judge, 't o th e supre me bench , Governor Sheldon ap ­
pointed Ju dge Gaffy circ uit jud ge for the s ixt h judicia l circu it, in wh ich 
position he ser ved from 1894 to 1906. Desiring to engage in priva te prac­
ti ce of his prof es sion aga in, Judge Gaffy for med a part nership with L. 
L. Step hens, now general a ttorney for the Standard Oil Compa ny ot In ­
diana, Whi ch partnership r emained until Judge Ga ffy a ccepted t he po­
sit ion of pres iden t of th e F irst National Life Imsurance co mpa ny in 1912, 
whi ch pos it ion he held until th a t com pany was cons olidated with the 
Continenta l L ife Insu rance compa ny of 81. Loui s. La ter he continued to 
practi ce law to some exte n t, but for many years he ha s liv ed a re ti red lif e. 

Mr. Gaffy was a man of prono un ced opinions bu t a lways a det erm in­
ed defen der of pu bli c r igh t and welf are. H e was an a rd ent an d acti ve 
r ep ubli can in his ea rly li fe , an d np un t il th e time of his reti r em ent he 
wa s a depen da ble supporter of his party ti ck et, s ta te a nd nationa l. Judge 
Ga ffy wa s brought in close con ta ct wi th many of the a cti ve happen ings 
in the I31ack Hill s and th e early se t tleme n t of Hu gh es coun ty and t he 
building of Pierre. 

On e boy , an a dopted child, F loy d, wa s the only child of the fa m ily 
ci rcle When a dopt ed with his for mer decea sed wi fe. F loy d gre w up in 
P ierre an d la te r moved to Mon tana, where he was a cciden ta lly killed 
s ome years ago. 

Mr . Gaffy was a t r ue and Cha rac te rist ic repr esen ta ti ve of the old 
ti me gen tl eman, always a lert to take part in any unde rtaking that was 
for th e go od or his fri end s or the communi t v. Hi s fr ien ds we re num­
ber ed by th e thousands during hi s more th an fifty years residen ce in the 
Bla ck Hill s and ce n tra l South Dakota. H is passing eve n at the r ipe 
old age of 86 years, will r emind a host of fri ends of the for ­
mer days wh en h e wa s on e of the dep en dable an d r eliab le fr iend ·s and 
c it izens. H is dea th takes on e m ore of th e out stand ing pio neer cha r­
ac te rs of Pi erre and Hughes county.-Capital J ournal , Feb. 20, 1936. 
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Recollections 
When invited to con tr fbute an article for pub lication pertaining to 

th e history of Hughes Coun ty, my first thought wa s to cov er the period 
from 1883 to 1887, wh en I resided in Blunt; upon reflection I decided to 
de scribe only two outstanding eve n ts that occurred in 1884 and 1885. 
One a tragedy th at shock ed th e morals of th e com munity, the other 
that materially retarded th e devel opmen t of Eastern Hughes County, 
I might say paralyzing the bus in ess tnterest s of Harrold, Blunt an d 
Ca nning. 

Th e tragedy has to do with th e murder of Forest G. SmalI and the 
lynch ing of J am es H . Bell. 

Small an d Bell were young la wyers in Harrold . I was ac qua in te d 
with both of them. A woman arrived ,in Harrold, sa id to hav e come 
fr om Chica go; sh e was ac compan ied by a girl. They became acqua in te J 
with Be ll. After a time th e older wom an vi sited Bell 's offi ce and a 
con troversary a ro se, the wom an charging Bell with having in su lt ed or 
a saaul tad the girl. Bell res is te d her demand, and order ed her from his 
office, sh e a t ta cke d him a nd in defend ing himsel f he assaulted her with 
a ha tch et. H e was arrest ed upon com pla in t of th e wom an , who charge d 
h im with a ssanl t with a deadly weapon. He was a rra inged befor e Jus­
ti ce J as . V . H outz in Blunt. I was pr es en t at the hearing. Bell wa s de­
fen ded in that hearing by Sm all , an d hi s defen se was th a t the wom an 
had attempte d to bla ckmail him, an d that wh at he did wa s in self de­
fense . I do not recall whethe r he wa s di sch arged or bouud over . This 
ha ppen ed during th e middle or ea rlie r pa r t of 1884. 

La ter Sma ll was employe d by a clie nt who poss essed a not e an d 
mor tga ge, which it wa s believed were for geri es commit ted by Bell . 
Thi s ca used him to become un fri endly and bitter to wards Sm all . In 
Decem ber Sm all sue d Bell to recover for his se r vices in conne cti on with 
ha ving defended him in the criminal case befor e ref erred to . Th e sum­
mons wa s i ssued by Justice H ou tz of Blunt. On t he day se t for t r ia l, 
Bell le ft Ha rrold driving his horse an d bu ggy, acc ompanied by one Ben­
n ett. Sm all soon followed on hor se ba ck. When a bout ha lf way be­
tw een H a rrold a nd Blunt , Be ll tu rn ed h is h or se aroun d going back until 
he met Small. H e a sked h im to s to p an d su ggest ed t hat th ey se t tle the 
m at ter in con trove r sa ry, which was finally compro m is ed by Bell agreeing 
to pay fifteen dolla rs to Small and eac h to pay one half of the cos ts . 
Sm all had di sm oun ted fr om h is horse, an d Bell and Bennett were out 
of the bugg y. Sm all stepped to the side of the buggy , to wr ite a re­
ce ipt on th e se a t of the bu ggy , wh en fr om b ehind he wa s s truck a bl ow 
by Bell wit h a hatch e t tha t fra ctured the skull . To mak e sure th at he 
had k ill ed h is victim, Bell chopped both s ides of Small's throat, produc­
in g a copious flow of blood . Wh en ce r ta in tha t Sm all wa s dead, with th e 
as si s tance of Bennett, th e body was BUell into the bu ggy , Bell gottrng 

in beside it, Be nn et t mounting S mall 's horse an d th ey ' proceeded to­
wa rds th e North west for a di s tan ce of possibly two miles , a cro ss the 
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Hu ghes Coun ty lin e in to Sully County. At the Sout hw es t corner of a 
qu a r ter sect ion, wh ere a fe w acres ha d been brok en , th ey d rov e on the 
wes t sect ion lin e to the nor th for seve ra l r ods , k eepi ng off from the 
breaking. From th e pla ce where they s toppe d, the y r em oved Sm all 's body 
from t he buggy and ca rr ied <i t a few yards ont o the breakin g, a nd th e re 
dug a gra ve , burying Small. They then proceed ed to a nearby lak e and 
wash ed th e bl ood out of th e bu ggy and went on to Blunt. Bell ca lle d up cn 
Jus ti ce Houtz, to ld him of th e se t tl ement with Small , and that eac h wa s 
to pay on e half of the cos ts of t h e suit, an d h e paid h is h alf an d t he case 
was di smissed . Later in the day Beli is supposed to hav e re tu rn ed to 
Harrold , but Bennett, following th e in structi ons of Bell went to Pi e rr e. 
The following day he sold Small 's hor se, sa dd le an d bridle in Fo rt P ie rr e, 
lea ving P ierre t he n ex t morning to re tu rn to Ha r rold by trai n. Upon h is 
a rrival at Ha r rold he was met by Bell, a t th e st a ti on , a nd told to go on 
to so me distant pla ce. He proceeded to a ran ch n ear Bi sm a rck wh ere 
he secured employme nt. It was not lon g wh en it wa s publish ed in the 
n ewsp a pers , .th a t a warrant had been issued by a Unit ed States Cour t 
Com miss ioner in Huron , upon a compla in t filed against Smali upon the 
charg e of having committed some cr ime in connecti on with lan d en tries . 
This rep ort was gen erall y ac cept ed a s true, a s accounting for Sm all 's 
disappeara nce. Sm all' s aged fa th e r was a Congregati on al mi nist er, re­
siding at Onida ; he wo uld n ot believ e that his so n had committed a ny 
cri me and was con fide nt th a t he was eithe r tile vi ctim of a n accident or 
of foul play . He wa s u nable to enlis t a ny direct aid, though he had the 
sympa thy of th ose he a pproache d. All of this happened in December , 1884. 

George W. Ha rris ha d been elected Sheriff in November ; Rev. Sma ll 
appeal ed to h im to become int eres ted in t he matte r ; Har ri s was na tur­
a lly big hearted an d sympath etic towards any on e in d istress, and he as­
sured Mr. Sm a ll when he ente re d up on hi s duties up on January 1, he 
wou ld make a ca re ful and tho roug h inves tigation. This he pr oceed ed to 
do. His first cont ac t wa s a res ident of Harrold by the nam e of Parks, 
who mad e II confess ion, in wh ich he sta te d that he had been employed by 
Bell to go to Huron, and file a com pla in t before the Un ite d Sta tes Cour t 
Commissi oner, cha rg ing Sma ll as above stated, and t ha t he was paid by 
Bell in add ition to his expense s the sum of ten doll a r s. He in dica ted a 
spiri t of rep entance an d volunteered .to be of as sistance to the she r iff in 
hi s inves tigation. 

His off er was accepted and he was di rect ed to loca te Bennett, an d 
to join him; this P arks did, wen t to the ranch wh ere Ben nett wa s employ­
ed, secured em ployme nt on th e same ra n ch . Several week s ela pse d wh en 
Parks reported to Sh eriff Harris, he was sa ti s fied Bennett not only knew 
what h ad ha ppened to Small, but that he was a ctually involved. Mr. 
H arris at on ce se nt his chief deputy, J . L. Ba rck to Bismarck, with in­
struotions to arrest both Bennett and Parks and charge t hem with th e 
murder of Small ; this was done, they were handcuffed together a nd 
brought to P ierre. Sh eriff Harris m et th e party at F ore s t Cit y ; by the 
time th ey a rrive d in Pi erre, or during th e eve ning a full confes sion wa s 
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secur ed fro m Benn ett. in whi ch he related all of th e ho rr ible de tai ls 
of Small 's murder, and told as nea r as he could describe t he pla ce wh ere 
th e body was buried . H arri s commun ica te d with his deputy at Blunt. 
H. A. Chase an d to ld him th e subs ta nce of Benn et t' s co nfession , and 
wh er e Sm all 's body might be found. Chas e invited me to a ccompany 
h im , this was .the m or ning after the co nfe ss ion. I did so . Arriving in t he 
loca lity ind icated by Ben net t, we ma de a careful sea rch, cove ring qu ite 
a radius, wi thou t find ing what we were seek ing. In ord er to see. abo ut 
mo re readily we moun ted the roof of an a ba ndoned so d sha ck ; as we 
look ed towards the No r th wes t we saw approaching a t some distance a 
ca va lcade ; fro m th e Sout hea st a simila r number, a nd both g rou ps rea ch­
ed us ab out th e same time. On e was compr ised of person s from P ierre 
and Blu n t, th e other fro m Ha rrold. Sh eriff Barris and his deputy, Ba rc k , 
we re a mong th ose from P ie r re , and th ey had in the ir custody Ben nett. The 
la t ter, with ou t any hesita t ion very willingly expla ine d where he th ought 
t he body of Small could be foun d an d he led to wh a t proved to be the 
pa r ti cu la r tract ; h e wa s somewhat conf used becau se he s ta ted in De­
cember th ere wa s a sha ck on th e land , if th e re was such a sh ack at tha t 
tim e it had been removed ; th e br eaking had been cult ivate d and .sown 
into whea t. The cro wd. so me wi th shovels or spa des sc a tte re d, and 
where th ere appea red on t he sur fac e any subsoil, it was in vesti gated. 

Th ere were many such evide nces as t he res ult of goph ers. Sud denly 
there was a shout. a nd th e crowd ga thered at the place from whic h it 
em ina.te d. Th e firs t thing that wa s un earthed wa s a r ed felt mitten. 
Ben nett rema rked " that is Bell 's mit ten. " Upon hea ring what . he .sa id I 
spoke to Sh eriff Ha r ri s, under my brea th, and suggeste d that he ge t 
Beunett a way . Th e digging proceeded when an un der coa t wa s foun d ; it 
cont a lne d in the pock ets letters an d pap ers addressed to Bell. A little 
fur ther appeared an ordinary comfor te r or bed sp rea d. This wa s re­
moved expos ing Small' s body in a pe rfect s ta te of pr eservation a nrl he 
was eas ily r ecognizable. W it h this disclosu re th e crowd a lmo st si mil­
taniou sly fell back with an exclamat ion, that I will n ot r ep eat , referring 
to Bennett; by this tim e Deputy Barck was for ty rods a way driving fas t 
towa rd s Blun t, with Ben net t as a passen ger ; had Bennett been pr esent 
nothi ng , in my op ini on, could hav e save d him from th e fury of the c rowd. 
It was important th a t Bennett be kept a live in order to be a witn ess to 
pr ove th e guilt of Bell. 

I happe ned to be a Jus ti ce of th e P ea ce, and in th e abse nce of th e 
Coroner, un der the la w ha d a ut hority to a ct. The body of Small 
was taken up a nd removed to Blunt, at my directi on, wh ere an inquest 
was h eld . One of t he ha rdest dutie s I ever have performed was esco rt­
ing th e ag ed and br ok en hearted fa ther of Small into viewing th e body 
of ,his son th a t he might id entify it. H e recognized him at on ce an d 
poin ted out on e or t wo marks on the body to con firm hi s id entifica ti on. 

\Vh en Bennett an d Parks were a rrest ed. Bell wa s tak en in to sue­
to dy and confined in th e jail at Pi erre. H e retained as hi s counse l L. 
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E. Gaffy who had located 'recentl y in Blunt, and also Walter C. Fawcett, 
of P ierre. (Mr. Gaffy was the late JUdge Gaffy) . 

W ithin a short time a fte r what I have ju st related, one evening the re 
was a rumor in 'Blun t, tha t a party had arrived from Harrold or was en­
route, with th e intention of going to Pierre to lynch Bell. Th e rumor 
proved to be true. The Blunt tel egraph operator could not be found ; 
there wa s no long distanc e te lephones a t that time. It was beli eved 
that th e t elegraph operator had been requested from H a r rol d not to be 
available. Mr. Gaffy was in Pi erre at th e time, but hi s' local partner wa s 
in Blunt. Hearing of th e rumor he went to th e livery stable, wh ere the 
firm 'had a ho rse and buggy, intending to harness the horse and go to 
Pierre. He was approached by s ome of th e Harrold party and ord er ed 
not to take th e hor se out ot t he barn, and to remain in Blun t. The law­
yer th en sought dep uty she riff Chase and appealed to him to go to 
P ierre to protect Bell. H e did not off er to a ccompany Mr. Chase and 
declined to do so. Again Chase invit ed me to go with him whi ch I did. 

Th e nigh t was dark, th e pr airie had been burned ove r mu ch of th e 
way, a nd th ere was no well defin ed ro ad from Blunt to Pi erre. Th e Har­
ro ld party, not being famili a r with th e trail to Pi erre, engaged a citi zen 
of Blunt to .pflot th em across th e coun t ry, which he did, but did not par­
ti cipate in what happen ed in Pi erre. Upon our arrival , we did no t know 
wh ether it wa s befor e or after the Harrold pa rty had arrived , we went to 
th e Nor th western hotel wh ere She riff Ha rris was s ta ying, proceeded to hi s 
ro om on th e seco nd floor , a ro used him and told him why we were there. 
As we were ta lking with him th e telephone rang, and he ste pped to th e 
head of th e s ta irs and aske d th e night clerk wh at th e ca ll waa , who 
respond ed "you a re wanted at the court house th ey are hanging Bell "; 
th at is the substance of the response. 

Harris qui ckly com pleted dr essing and we left on foot for th e court 
ho us e; t he hotel clock showe d it wa s ten minut es after two . Pierre 
stree t was not open ed above P leasant Drive to th e court hous e ; there 
wa s a steep hill th e rest of the way. As we approach ed th e ent rance to 
th e cour t ho use yard, we sa w a group of men who , qui ckly, lik e a cove y of 
young prairie chickens, made a ge t away, going off to th e Sou th east and 
down by the old sc hool house, whi ch s tood wh ere the Wegn er garage 
is now located. On th e left or west side of th e walk lea ding from the 
street to th e front door of th e cour t house, and just inside the en tra nce 
of th e yard was a flag pole. A ladder stood against the pole from which 
Bell was hanging by the neck . Apparently sane on e had gone up on the 
ladder, with one end of the r ope, pu t it ove r a rung near the top; the n 
Bell was pulled up un til he cleare d th e gr ound, and th e rope wa s ti ed 
to th e bottom rung of th e la dder. 

It wa s a weird sight in th e gloom of th e night to see Bel! suspended, 
with pr actically no clothing cove r ing his person. Mr. Harris cut the 
rope a bove the knot an d lowered the body to t he ground. Bell appar­
entl y was no t dead a s he gasped a fe w times but life was soo n extinc t. 
Th e bod y was car r ied into a ro om in the ba sem ent of th e cour t house. 
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Th ere were many wild and exaggerated r umors of th e gr eat num­
ber who comprised th e mob th at did th e lynchi ng. I am very ce rtain 
that the number did no t exceed fourteen , and all were resid ents of H a r­
rold . Th ey we re well known citizens of t ha t town an d easily might ha ve 
been identified had th er e been a demand for a thorough inv estiga tion. 
The Grand J nry wa s in se ss ion and di d make a superfi cial inq uiry by 
calli ng a few witness es , of whi ch I was one, Mr. Chase and a few others ; 
th e inquiry did not go fur the r a nd en de d. The cr ime was so astro cious 
and th e guilt of Bell so ce r ta in, public se n t iment ac cepted his death in 
th e way in whi ch it was brought about. It is of interes t that near the 
scene of the lyn chi ng wa s found a coil of new rope, s imila r to th e on e 
use d on Bell , which lead s to th e con clusion that the program of th e m ob 
was to lynch Ben ne tt, wh ich wou ld hav e bee n accomp lishe d exce pt for 
our coming a t th e tim e we did. 

Bennet t was indic ted for being an a ccessory after t he fa ct , plead 
guil ty and was sen te nced to the penitentiary for five years, whi ch was 
the maximum sent ence under th e law a t th a t time. I happen ed to be on 
t he train when th e she r iff was en ro ut e to Sioux Falls conduc ting Ben­
ne tt to the pen it entiary. I con ve rsed with Bennett who fr eely told m e 
mu ch of th e de tails conc ern ing Sm all 's murder, whi ch enables m e to 
s tate the sa me a s I have in this narrative. In 1888 I was in Sio ux Falls, 
vis it ed th e peni tentiary, was conduc te d t hrough th e in s ti tution by th e 
'Wa rde n, and in the kit ch en I saw Bennet t peeling potatoes : I d id not 
speak to him, never saw him a ga in, neither do I know what became of 
him a fte r he was rel eased . 

To conclude th e SUbje ct , will say th e lynchi ng occurred with in ab out 
four months a ft e r the mu rder wa s commit te d, nam ely in April , 1885. 

Th e othe r even t mentioned in t he opening pa ragrap h of th is a r ti cle 
occur re d in 1885. On Feb ruary 17, 1885, President Cheste r A. Arthur 
issu ed a pr oclam ation decla ring the Wi nn eb ago Indi an Reservation ope n­
ed to se ttlement and subject en try un der th e P ub lic La nd Laws. Much 
of th e a rea was in Hu gh es Coun ty. Th e pro clam a ti on was issu ed upon 
th e as sumptio n that the Reservation was an Ex ecutive Ord er reservation , 
and that it was with in th e power of the P resid ent to restore it to the 
pub lic domain . Fo llow ing th e issu ing of the pro clamation there was the 
usu al r ush on th e part of th e public, locally and fr om abro ad, to s ele ct 
la nd s up on whi ch to establis h a residen ce and ac quire a hom e. Harrold, 
Blunt an d Cann ing, pa r ti cula rly the la tt er because of it s pr oximity to 
the reserv a tion , were bu sy taking ca re of the crowds and engaging in 
th e. locat ing busin ess. I happened to be extensive ly so enga ge d, and 
a lso ha d ma de a selec tio n of land for mys el f. Eviden ces of cla ims were 
e ve rywhe re: shacks were being ere cte d, an d many were making sub­
s ta ntia l im provemen ts, waiting to make thei r fil ings, wh en th e Govern­
ment pla ts were received a t the Land Offi ce in. Huron , fr om th e General 
Land Offi ce in Washi ngton. On Ma rcli 4, 1885, Grover Cleve land was 
ina ug urated P resid en t, and almost one of his fir st official acts , wa s a n 
orde r sus pe nding th e pr ocla ma tio n of P re s ide nt Ar thur. Thi s had the 
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effec t of sus pending ac t ivi ties on the part of the se t tle rs , though a large 
number proceed ed with their improvem ents, and some did ' breaking and 
planted crops in anti cipa ti on of the harvest to follow. S ome time in 
May, as I recall , President Cleve lan d issu ed hi s proclamation r es cinding 
the p roclamation of P resident Arthur. The se ttlers were ordered to r e­
m ove from th e r eservation forthwith: La ter a n or der was issu ed from 
th e 'Wa r Departmen t to enfo rce th e ' ord er and a troop of soldiers wa s 
commiss ioned a t Fort Sully to ' pro ceed and r em ove those who had not 
complied wi th the order of rem oval. I t was said tlie la st on e to be r eo 
moved by th e soldiers wa s s een ridin g in an a rmy wa gon froni Fort 
Sully, dr awn, by ' a team of mules, and she sitt ing on th e top of her 
effec ts with a military esc ort . The effect of wh at happen ed as I have 
already indicated paralyzed th e bu si ness in Easfern Hugh es Coun ty, and 
th ere was not mu ch doing. It was years bef ore th e countr y re cov ered, 
if it eve r did entirely, which I do not beli ev e it did . 

It is s a id, and I ha ve never heard otherwise, th a t th e a ction of 
Presiden t Clevela nd has a preced en t, and tha t it is the in stance in our 
hi s tory, wh ere one Presid ent r escinded the proclam ation of a for me r 
Presiden t. I am n ot saying that P res ide nt ' Ar thur was r ight in holding 
th e reservation to be an E xecu tive Ord er reservation, th ough he undoub t· 
edl y wa s so a dv ised by hi s Attorney Gen eral while th e s uccee ding Attor­
n ey General held ot he r wise . It n ever was judici ally decid ed . 

Af ter so me years Congress mad e an a ppropria t ion to r eimburse 
those wh o had set tled up on the reservation for wh at th ey could pr ove 
they had act ua lly expen ded. I received for ty dollars to cover wh at I 
had expende d in building a shack. The few who sur vive an d who resided 
in Hu gh es Coun ty during the ye ars I have mentioned I am s ure will re­
m ember the two events of tha t pe rio d th at I hav e t r ied to cove r . 

- Cha rles H . Bu rke, 1870 W yoming Avenue, Wa shing ton , D. C. 

John L. Lockhart 
J ohn L. Lo ckhart was born in P ortage, Colum bia County, W is con sin, 

on April 17, 1856. He ca m e to Cla r k Cou nty, Dakota Terri tory in 1882. 
H e la ter we n t to Milbank and eng ag ed in th e h ardware bu siness. H e 
wa s married in 1885 at Milbank to Miss Delilah Bu rm an. Mr s. Lockha r t's 
paren ts we re one of th e ea rly pioneer families of Grant County, having 
taken a h omes tead there in 1878. The nearest railroad town at tha t 
time was Ben son , Minn esota. Th at wa s t wo years befor e th e to wn of 
Milbank was started. They saw t wo crops of grain grown wh ere the 
town of Milbank now s tands. 

In 1894 Mr . Lo ckhart wa s elected Comm iss ioner of Scho ol and Public 
Lands an d he ca me to Pierre, th e family comin g on May St h , 1895. Wh en 
leaving the offi ce af ter four yea r s , he bought th e George March grocery 
and crocke ry s tore, lo cated wh ere th e Thomas Gro cery is n ow. H e con­
tinued in this business until 1906. Aft er tha t he en gaged in the r eal 
estate and in vestment bu siness. In 1909 Mr . . L ockhart wa s a ppointed 
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register of the Unit ed States land office at Pierre and he se rved in that 
office un til August 1913. _.. ), . 

During th e ca pit a l fight in 1904 wh en p ' ~: ':' ..•,n fl ' l ~main the 
capital cit y, Mr. Lockha rt was chairma n of th e rb",,~ , .. <': uuHu ittee and 
ma de two ta lks da ily du r ing th e ca m pa ign , 'in a ll , ni nety-nine talks. In 
a ppreci ation of h is ser vices during this time, th e ci ti zens of P ierre pre­
sented him with a so lid go ld watch , suitably in scribed . 

Mr . Lo ckhart was ve ry public spir ited, a tirele ss wo rker for anything 
he beli eved to be good. for th e good of hi s community, his t own , or h is 
state . 

T he family con sis ts of J ohn B. Lockhart of Berke ley, California, 
Wil liam H . L ockha rt of Austin, Minnesota, Margarette of P ier re , and 
Mrs. Grace S t evens of Havre, Montana. Edna Kemp, a ni ece of Mr. 
L ock hart, was raised by Mr. an d Mrs. L ockha r t and made her h om e with 
them un til th e ti m e of h er m arriage to J ulian Staven in 1926. 

Lewis and Clark Expedition Once Visited Farm Island 
Farm Isl a n d, lo cated in th e m iddle of the Mis souri River near 

Pierre, is taking on new importance. Besi des bein g the base of a n up 
a nd com ing Civilian Conservation Corps ca mp, it will play an im por ta n t ' 
part as a storage center for the Great P la ins Sh e lt erbelt program, wh ic h 
has form ally started in a small mea sure . 

The ne w fore stry tool house and office bu ilding hav e been built 
this month. 

An in ter esting feature r ecently r ev ea led a bout Farm Isl and sh ow s 
that it was paid a vi sit in 1804 by the Lew is a n d Cla rk ex pe dit ion, a s 
proven by a study of ea r ly Dakota hi story. At tha t tim e, 131' years ago, 
th e island was two and on e ha lf m iles long and since tha t t ime has 
added only a half mil e to it s length. 

The Lewis and Cla rk journal says in part, "They called the very 
straight portion of the river from DeGrey to Pierre th e Gran d R ea ch . 
They passed Farm Island , which wa s t wo and one-halt mil es long, and 
the main ch a nne l of th e r iver passed north of i t. " 

Dur ing th e period from the la te 20's on to the 50's, or in th e fur 
trading era, th e isl a n d was us ed by th e Ft. ' P ierre army post as a 
loca ti on for it s ga r de ns. Dnring th e first fiv e years of this ti m e, it 
beca m e known a s Roy's .Iala nd , .evide n tl y fro m some one who asso ciated 
long e nongh on th e isl and to seem to own it. T he name Farm Isl an d 
came from the army po st having its " farm" or garden la nds lo cated 
the re. 

-Daily Remind e r, J a nua ry 12, 1935. 

Flag Hobby-National Reputation 
Henry M. Re ed came to P ierre in 1910 from Neb raska a nd at once 

e nga ge d in th e jewel ry , optical and watch re pa ir business at th e pr esent 
loca ti on on Capital avenue where he has co ntinued to r 2'1 years. H e 
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ha s be come one of Pierre's mo st respected business men and has be en 
a valued offi cer in Masonic and Odd F ellow lodge circles. 

Mr. Re ed and a host of fri ends were deeply sa ddened by the death 
of hi s wholesome wife, Sarah Isabella, who passed a way on March 22, 
1934. She is buried in Riverside cemetery , Pierre. 

Henry Reed has followed the hobby for a number of years of making 
fla gs of various principalities. It is beli ev ed that his colle cti on of flags 
is th e mo st complet e in th e nation. He has th e flags of 115 nations a nd 
states of th e world, from th e brilliant and com plic a ted flag of Brazil 
to the s imple tri-color em blem of France, all made by himself in spare 
time. Making th ese flags and displaying them is a hobby on th e part 
of the veteran P ierre jeweler and Murdo is proud to co-operate with him 
in a proper display of th em at Murdo today upon th e vi sit of a national 
candidate for th e second highest office in the land. 

It was during the World war, wh en national pa trotism reached un ­
pr ecendented height and en thus iasm th at Mr . Reed be came interested 
in flag making. 

Wh en It aly ente re d th e war th e announ cem ent was met with mu ch 
enth usiasm here, a lt houg h th e United St ates wa s not yet in the fight. 
Italian flags were scarce and Mr. Reed decid ed that night he wou ld make 
one of th at nation. The next morning a fla g of It aly floated fr om th e 
s ta ff in hi s yard. H e was probably th e first man in th e state to pay 
th e tribu te to th e Italian gove rn ment . 

As a result of th e inter est created by the flag, he continued in his 
new-found hobby. " I mad e eve ry flag of the nations in th e a lli ed group, 
bu t I suppose I would have been mobbed if I had made a ny of th e flags 
of th e cen tral powers," Reed says . 

Not sa ti sfied with his work unless every detail is perfect, he makes 
his flag s full size and pay s str ict a t te n tion to th e colors and decorations. 

Mr. Reed is r ecognized a s an authority on th e hi story of flags and 
he has given ta lks on the subject in all the important ci ties of th e state. 

His most recent crea tions has been a reproduction of th e South Da­
kota sta te flag an d a flag for th e cit y of Pierre. The National Geographic 
Magazin e has shown in terest in getting a picture of his collection. 

-Murdo Coyote . 

Herman M. Sterud's Record 
Herman M. Sterud was born in Norway on April 8, 1865. When 

1 year old he came with hi s paren ts to the Un ited States. Later, in 
Brookings coun ty he marr ied Car rie Enger , in 1888. They m oved to 
Pierre in 1890 and to th em were born 7 daughters who have grown to wo­
manhood in this community. 

Mr. St erud began work in the offi ce of Commissi oner of School and 
Public Lands in 1890. On Au gust I , 1891 he began em plo yme nt in th e 
offi ce of Secretary of St a te in which office he has been in cont inual 
service. This giv es him th e honor of having th e longes t se rvice record 
of any em ployee in th e State Hou se, totaling 45 years Aug ust I , 1936. 
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Mrs. Sterud was taken by death in 1930 and is interred at Riverside 
Cemete ry. Th e St erud residen ce is one of t he mo st ho spitable homes 
in East Pi erre. 

The Robert Bagby Family 
Hugh McGannon moved fro m Clay Co., Ill. , to Sully county in the 

s pring of 1883. He a nd son , Isaa c, homestead ed north of Okobojo creek. 
Isaa c, who had lost hi s wife bef ore comi ng had a daughter, Della , who 
a lso filed on a cla im. On F eb. 27, 1907 she married Robert E . Bagby who 
had come to Sully county a lso in 1883 with hi s fathe r, J ames. 

Ro bert Ba gby an d wife moved t o Pie rre in 1912 wh er e Mr . Bagby 
has been em ploye d on a s tar mail route ever since . J am es Bagby is 
dead bu t hi s wi dow s t ill r esides in Rapid Cit y. Isa ac McGannon spent 
the la st 15 yea rs of hi s li fe wi t h hi s daughter, Della, in Pie rre. H e di ed 
in 1924 an d is buried at Ok obojo ce meter y. 

Hugh McGannon pa id tax on t own lot s in F airbanks for a number 
of years . 

Government Boats On The Missouri 
T wo government tu gboa ts , the "Patr ick Ga ss " an d the "J oh n Ordway" 

h ea ded for F t. P eck , Mon tana, anchore d on the Fort Pierre an d P ier r e 
s ide s of the river on August 13, 1934. 

The boa ts were 210 fe et lon g an d a re 10 be used to assis t in the 
con struct ion of th e governm ent dam be ing buil t th ere. Captain Mauld­
ing assisted by Ca ptain W . L. Heckman , bo th of whom a re well known 
Missi ssippi an d Missouri pilot s, were in charge . 

The boats were cons tr ucted a t Gascon ad e, Missou ri , and ea ch cos t 
$60,000. Th ey each ca rry a crew of e ight men , whi ch In cludes engineer s, 
a ma te , a watchm an , deckhands , a ca ptain , an d a pilot. 

Much Interes t wa s shown all along the ro u te , since it is n ot often 
tha t boats attem pt to sail up the Missouri. P erhap s, so me time in the 
fu ture th e cha nne l of th e ri ver may be deep en ed so that It may aga in 
becom e navigable as In the early days. 

Th e t r ip fr om Si oux Cit y to Ya nkton took two days an d a half. It 
takes three an d a half fee t of water to floa t t he boa ts . When shallow 
water Is enc ounte red a motor lau nch is se n t ahea d to " sound" for the 
deep est wate r. The boats have no t yet, at th is' da te, r ea ch ed th eir de s­
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t ination. They have succeede d in some instances in making th eir way 
through one foot of water. 

It is r eported that th e boats have been doc ked at Mob ri dge and will 
r emain th ere for the winte r .. 

-Y ou ~g 'Citi zen, October, 1934. 

The Hyde Family 
Char les Leav it t H yde wa s bo rn in Pi ke county, Illinois in June, 1860, 

on a small farm. H e was th e son of James Franklin a nd Harriet (Blake) 
H yd e. 

In 1877, 1878, 1879 he rode th e Wyoming and Colorado ranges as 
a yo ung co wboy. H e wa s quite an important hand fo r th e Rockwell 
Cattle Company. 

In 1886 he was united in marriage to Ka therine L. Robinson in 
'Warren , Ohio. They became -the parents of five ch ild ren, three son s 
a nd two da ug hters. Ru t h, born in 1890, wa s grad ua ted fr om the U'iii­
ver sity of Chicago in 1912. Charles L., born in 1892, wa s gradua ted 
fro m Beliot (Wis.) College in 1913. Dor othy, born in 1896, comple ted 
th e co urse in the Pi erre Hi gh Sch ool a t t he age of fift een. Franklin R ., 
born in 1901. Th e ' younges t of the fa mily, Theodore, born in 1904, 
g raduated from Harvard Medica l School and is a successf ul practi oner 
a t Wi ch ita Falls , T exa s. 

Mr. and Mrs. H yde are active, prominent and hel pful memb ers of 
th e Firs t Congre ga ti onal Churc h of P ierre . 'F or more th an a quarter 
of a ce n tury h e has ' been on e of i ts' t r ustee s. H e has always been a n 
active oppon ent of the sa loons and a ll other form s of vice and has always 
been on the s ide of morality and virtue. Mrs. Hyde taugh t a Sun da y 
school cla ss continuously for 30 years, beg in ning wh en 16 years of ag e. 
Mr. Hyde ha s always been a n ac tive supporter of the commercia l bodies 
of P ierre, an d ha s g ive n lib er ally to fur ther an y project for the public 
goo d a nti th e up-building of the city. 

Hi s firs t inv es tmen t in la nd in Hu ghes coun ty wa s in 1886 but he did 
not move to Pi erre un til 1887. He became an extens ive ca ttle rai ser 
fro m 1889 to 1920. About the time of the W orld War h e sold ou t mo st 
of his ca t tle a nd buil t th e S t. Charl es hotel; in t wo years he sold mo re 
than a 1,000 he ad and put all the proceeds of these sales, sold at high 
prices, in the hotel building. The Hyde family have considerable pro­
perty holdings in H ughes county an d els ewhere. He ha s been reputed 
to be the la rges t tax pay er in South Dakota. 

Mr. Hyd e 's recor d has becom e an in tegeral part of the hi story of 
Sout h Dak ota 's Capital, an d th e con census of 'public opinion pla ces him 
a mong th e most distingui sh ed , prominent and valued citizens. 

Lester H. Clow 
Les ter H . Cla w, 92, passed a wa y Saturday afte r a fu ll a nd active 

life. The olde st resident of Pi erre, he wa s regarded as on e of our out­
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standing old time citi ze ns . The Reminder ha s ea ch yea r carr ied a 
brief writeup for Mr. Clow on the occa sion of his birthday an d .our ca l­
en da r wa s marked for November 2n d. 

He was born a t Higate, Vermont, in 1843 a nd had resi de d in Ch icago 
and Wi scon sin and northern Minnesota wher e he beca m e a llied wit h 
t he lumber bu siness. H e ca me to P ie r r e in 189 5 and ass ociated himself 
with th e J . C. Merrill lumber conc e rn se lling his int st in la ter years 
to Mr. L. L. Sch aaf. 

A prom inen t Mason, he was reg a rded a s t he oldest member of the 
ord er in the s ta te. 

In 1868 he was married to Miss Od ell a Taft, an d to this union two 
children were born, Byron L. Clow of Mis soula, Moutana a nd Mrs. Irma 
Rav er, of Edmonton, Alb erta. Mrs. Clow die d J anua ry 6, 1879. The fol­
lowin g yea r he was married to Deli a Fran ck of Sparta, Wi scon sin and to 
this uni on four child re n wer e born, Mr s. Alice McCarthy, of Los An geles , 
Ca li forn ia, Mr s. H . W . Hardy, Ai tk en , Minnesota and Miss Iris Clow, 
of thi s cit y. Mr s. Clow died April 3, 1914 a nd since tha t t ime he ha s 
resided wit h hi s dau ghter in Pierre. 

He was a member of the Cong regatio nal churc h.-Da ily Reminder, 
1936. 

Pioneer Woman Passes 
Mrs . Julia B. Gelt z, born December 4, 1850, pa ssed a way Su nday No­

vember 18, at t he hom e of her dau ghter, Mr s. Ali ce G. De well on W est 
Ca pito l a ven ue, after a long illness, which had confin ed her to the hom e 
for many week s. 

Mrs. Geltz was ma r r ie d Ma y 18, 1870, a nd with her hus ba nd, J ohn 
Geltz, came to P ier r e in 1884.During this half century, sh e ha s been 
pr ominen t in churc h and educa tio nal circle s, being the oldest li vin g 
member of the Methodist churc h a t the time of her dea th, and one of 
th e ea rlies t mem bers of th e local cha pte r, Order of Ea s tern Star. 

F or t we nty-five years of her lif e she was r ecognized by the Indian de­
par tm en t a dminis tra ti on as a ca pa ble worker amo ng the In dian girl s, 
a nd served th e go vernment in Indian sc ho ol in stitutions a t P ie r re , F la n­
dreau and ot her places , un til her a dvan ced age recently, mad e it a bur­
den for her to se rve thes e governmen t institutions, where she wa s so 
highly prized by supe r in te n dents and a dministration off ic ia ls . 

The deceased lady wa s a constant member of the local Metho dist 
church, a nd had fine id eals as to civil life and public better me nt. 
Blessed wit h a n irreproa ch able charac te r , sh e was r ecognized by the 
leaders in community lif e, a s on e worth knowing an d ass ociating with. 
H er dea th , while a ntic ipa te d by her large circle of f r iends and rel atives , 
is n everth eless a shock to th e pioneers of Pierre in particu lar, a nd will 
be to a large acquaintance among th e Indian sc hools of th e nor thwest. 

Mr s . Geltz leaves to mourn her, two daughters , Mr s. Dewell , and 
Mrs . Wini fr ed Wagner of San Franci sco , Calif., both of whom were with 
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her at the time of per death. In addition, .she ha s four grand-children and 
four great grand-children, among th e cir cle of r e latives' to mou r n her loss. 

- Capi tal Journal, November, 1935. 

A Successful Businessman 
Frank P etty n, wif e and th daughters, came to Harrold in 1907 

and bought a hardware store belonging to Leach & Summerside. Mr . 
Pettyjohn purchased th e VanDusen eleva tor in 1909; sometime la ter he 
bought another elevator from Austrud in Lake Preston. 

In August, 1919 the family m oved to Pi erre wh ere th e John Dav ey 
residen ce was purchas ed and ha s since been th e home of the Pettyjohn's. 
Tw o of th e daughters were em ployed in th e State House and th e young­
er childre n took advantage of the good school facilities in the ca pit al 
city. In 1920 a third e leva tor wa s secured at Canning and in 1926 a 
fourth wa s built in Pi erre. Frank ran all four un til his death in 1929. In 
June of that year he died of heart troub le and wa s buried at Riverside. 
Hi s widow conti nue d in the eleva tor busines s for some ti me but du e to 
poor years and other responsibilities. devolv ing upon her, is giving m ost 
of her time to maintaining h er home. The ch ildren are Lucill e Scurr, Ho r­
t en se Engel, Maybelle Burkhart, Frances, a t ea ch er, Frank, in the Navy 
at San Diego , aboard U. S. ,So Ort.lan, Harold, on road cons t ructi on near 
Minneapolis. 

H. O. Marion Dies Sunday 
Hormida s O. Marion, 83, of Fort Pierre, pa s sed away at St. Mary's 

ho spital from th e effec t s of a s t ro ke suffered Friday. The decea sed 
had been in a feeb le co nditi on for someti me and had not ventured far 
from his home in Fort Pi erre for many months. 

A Fren ch Canadian by birth, Mr. Marion was on e of the ea rly pio­
neer charac te rs of Stan ley county. H e had been engaged in cattle 
r aising and later moved to Fort P ierre, e r ec ti n g a spac ious family hom e 
on wh at is commonly te rmed "Th e Is land." H e was well known in 
Pi erre, an d many a boy, now a man , ca n recall a pple ste aling a dventures 
to the Marion or chard . H e ga in ed considerable reputation as a market 
ga rden er until th e infirm iti es of ag e cause d h im to r et ir e . 

H e is su rvived by his wife a nd five ch ild ren. Eva, Cecelia, Olive r 
and Bernard res ide a t the fa mily hom e. A son, Will ard, is a t ra pper 
living in the wild s of Cana da. A brother liv es at Deadwood. 

Funeral serv ices will be con duc ted 'Wedn esday at 10 o' clock fr om 
th e Ca tho lic churc h in Fort Pi erre, with burial to be mad e at Cedar Hill 
cemetery, with th e Dotson Mor tu ar y in charge .- Daily Dakotan , F eb-, 1937. 

Mrs. Ma rion wa s a si st e r of th e la te Lou ie Gr een ou gh and lived for 
a time in P ierre, se ve ra l years ago. 
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Judge J . F . H ughes 

Hughes' Celebrate Golden Anniversary 
Judge and Mrs. J . F . Hughes, of this cit y, cele bra ted th eir fifti e th 

wedd ing anniv ersary Sun day, J une 28, at th eir home with a r eception of 
fr iends du r in g the afte rnoon a nd eve ning . Nearly five hundr ed people 
call ed and ex presse d th eir congratu lations. 

Th e Hugh es home wa s decora ted wi th m any flow ers which had been 
sent by fri ends. A la rge t a ble wa s situa t ed in th e middle of the living 
room on which wa s ce n te red a large wedd ing ca ke decora ted by Mrs. 
H . S . Porter, of this c it y. The cake wa s decorated with gold a nd white 
r os es , topped with a mtnlture bride and groom. The gold and wh it e 
moti f was ca r r ie d out in th e men u, a nd a gold ha nd-mad e cloth covered 
the table. Mrs. Sophia Formanock, of Mit chell, acted as ho stess a t 
th e table. 

'Mr . and Mr s. H ugh es were married in Pierre on J une 29, 1886 by 
Fathe r J. A. Bu chman, of Plankinton. Th ey r esided in Pierre un ti l 1901, 
;\11'. Hugh es having opened a law off ice. In 1901, t he fa m ily mov ed t o 
Fort P ierre, wh e re Mr . Hugh es se r ve d a s s tates a ttorney for four years. 
In November, 1910, he wa s ele ct ed distri ct jud ge, which posi ti on he has 
hel d s inc e that time. Mr . H ughes ca m e to th is co mm un ity from Scott 
co unty, Iowa , having r eceiv ed his educa ti on in ' Iowa sc hools a n d a t the 
Un iversity of Missouri. Mrs . H ughes came to this community in 1~ S2, 

from Galway, Ir eland , with her family, who se ttle d nea r H a r r old. S. D., 
wh er e Mr s . Hughes was living at th e time of her marriage. 
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Judge Hu gh es ha s been ac ti ve in th is communit y in organ iza ti ons 
a nd ha s se r ved on th e Hughes county board of educati on. El even ch ild­
r en ha ve been born . to Mr. a nd Mrs. Hughes. Eigh t of the children 
were a ble to be pr esen t at the golde n wedding. We of F ort Pi erre hear­
tily cong ra tulate Mr . an d Mr s. Hughes and hope th ey hav e many more 
years of happily wedded lif e.-Fort P ierre Times, 1936. 

J ohn F . Hughes wa s born on a pioneer fa r m in Scott County, 
Iowa, attended the common schoo ls th e re, ta ug ht sc h ool and th us pa id 
h is way through colle ge wh ile studying law. He wa s admitted to th e 
bar in June, 1882 and th at fa ll ca me to Pierre. At th at time th e town 
wa s nearly a ll south of th e railroad track s, th ere were no sid ewalks, th e 
only schoo l was a fram e building wh ere th e St. Charle s now is; t he 
cour tho use was a sma ll frame build ing about where th e present co urt­
house s ta nds. There were three or four r esiden ces north of it on Pros­
pect Street an d north of that was endle ss pratrie. 

Shortly afte r com ing to Pi erre Mr. Hughes rented desk room in the 
offi ce of J ustice of th e Peace, McElroy, u nt il th e Hilg er bu ilding was 
comple te d in 1883, wh en he se cured offi ces therein and in whi ch he con­
tinued while in P ie rre. H is la w practi ce in time dev el oped mo stly in to 
the tria l of cases , civil and crimi nal, la nd contes ts , cour t mar sha l trials 
bef ore military tribunals and so on . As a tria l lawyer he beca me quite 
sussessf ul In his ea r lie r days he wa s mostly on th e defen se in cr tm­
inal trial s but later on most of his work in cr imina l cases wa s 
in prosecuting th em . 

In 1901 he moved to hi s hom estead , adj oin ing Fo rt Pi erre, but con­
tinued his law office iu Pi erre for some years th ereafter. H e was a 
m ember of th e Boa rd of Education of P ierre for a number of years aud 
in 1889 wh en th e Old Ceutral,\Va shington and Lincoln School buildings 
were built. He was chairman of th e Board of County Commis sioners for 
a number of year s, and was one of that band of P ierre men that lab or­
ed for t he op ening of th e Sio ux r es ervatio n, the locating of th e s ta te 
capital a t Pi erre and ho lding it t he re . 

Because of the repu ta ti on he had ga in ed as a successful prosecutor of 
c rimina l cases he was nominated and elec te d in 1904 States Attorney 
of th e th en big Stanley County and re-elect ed in 1906, se r ving four years 
in suc h office. Du ring th e administration of President Taft he wa s 
off ered the position of Assistant U. S. Distri ct Attorney a t Sioux Falls 
bu t declined it. In 1910 he wa s first nominated and electe d Circuit 
Judge of thi s Sixth Cir cuit, wh ich offi ce he still occ upi es. 

Bes id es practicing la w J udge Hu ghes ha s be en interested in various 
busines s en te r prise s. In th e ea rly fr eighting days he became the par t- · 
ner of J . D. Hilger, the firm being k nown as J. D. Hilge r & Com pa ny, and 
were the prede cess ors of the Ton y Clo th ing Compa ny . He ha s a lso been 
for more than fifty yea rs engage d in the r an chi ng bu si ness. 

In 1886 he was married to Nellie F eeney, of Harrold; Mrs. Hughes 
is al so on e of Hughes County's pion eers. Her uncle, Mike F eeney, was 
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the track for eman for the Northwestern Rail roa d a nd super intend ed t he 
laying of its track in to Pi erre in 1880, and the. town of Harrold is on his 
preemption. Mr s. Hughes, th en a young gi rl , came with her mo th er an d 
brothe rs from Ireland to S id ing Six (no w Harrold ) in May , 1882. Sh e 
liv ed with her mother on th e la tte r 's land adjoin ing Harrold a nd attended 
s chool there. Mr . an d Mr s. Hu gh es rai sed a family of five boys and 
si x girls. 

Wh ile Judge Hughes m ov ed to Sta nley Coun ty in 1901 h e has n ev er 
wavered in hi s a lle gience an d a ffec tio n for th e county of Hughes , in 
whi ch hi s younger li fe wa s sp en t, an d in which hi s ea rly s t ru ggles for 
su ccess were made. 

Col. Edward P. FaIT Goes To His Reward 
Col. E wdard P . Farr, vete ran of th e Civil war and pion eer r esiden t 

of th is s ta te, died at h is h om e here Wednesday evening , November 28, 
1923, a t about 9 o'clock after an illness of many mo nths. While Colonel 
F a rr ha d been ill for a lon g time, h is death, ca used by pn eumoni a , wa s 
ne ver-the-les s sudde n a nd came a s a great shock to his man y fri ends of 
this city. 

Th e deceased wa s a native of th e State of Vermont , born at Williams­
town, June 13th, 1843. Aft e r accom plish in g the work of th e Commo n 
di strict sc hools he en tere d " Thetford Academy ," wh ere he prepa re d for 
Da rtmouth Colleg e, a nd was in Da r tmou th when he enlis te d for se rvice 
in th e Civil War. 

Comrade Farr enlis te d a s a private in Company "G" 10th Regi ­
ment In fan try, Vermont Vol unteers, on th e 8th of Aug ust, 1862. H e 
arose through a ll th e grades below th e line, a nd wa s pr om oted Captain 
and Assistant Quartermaster United States Vol unteers, and a ss ign ed to 
duty at Gen eral Wrfgh t's Headqu a r te rs , Army of th e Potomac. After 
"Lee's Surrender," Gen eral Wrlght was orde re d to Texa s wi th Ca pta in 
F ar r , wh er e he remain ed some time a fter h is r egimen t wa s mu ste red out 
of th e United States se rvice , an d brev etted Colo ne l. Colon el Far r ren ­
dered nobl e se r vice to his co untry, hi s courageous a nd so ldie rly qua li­
ti es ga ined for him th e advancem ent he so ri ch ly des erved. 

W hen th e war was ove r, Colone l Fa rr rema ined in Texas for a period 
operating a cot ton pla n ta ti on , but at the en d of tw o years went to 
New York. where he was em ploye d by Ar ch er & Pan cost, extensive deal ­
e rs in ga s fittings, fo r sev era l yea r s. Then ce h e engaged dn merca n tile 
bus in ess at St. J oh nsbur y, Vermont, un til 1876, when he a ccept ed th e 
posit ion of traveling passenger ag ent of the Vermon t Centr a l Railroad , 
which position he occupied until he ca me to Da kota. 

Colone l Fa rr ca me to So uth Dakota in t he spring of 1883, a nd en­
gaged in th e mercantile bu siness in th e to wn of Harrold . He ca me to 
P ierre in 1889, and becam e identified with the Nation al Ba nk of Com­
m erce. ' Vas elec ted an d se rv ed two terms a s Coun ty T reasurer fro m 
J anua ry I s t, 1905, t o J anua ry 1s t, 1909. 
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During the admi nistra tion of Mr . Ewert as Sta te Trea sure r , 1913-1916, 
h e was installed as bo okkeep e r in the Trea surer 's office. During the 
15th Legisla ti ve Se ss ion, 1917, he wa s elect ed Se rgean t at Arm s of the 
Se na te, and a t the m eeting of the Sold ie rs ' H om e Board, Colon el Farr 
was a ppointed the superinten den t of the State So ldie rs' H om e an d in­
stalled th e 1s t of July, 1917, du ring the a dm ini stra ti on of Gover nor 
No rbeck. 

Owing to impaired health, he resi gn ed his posi t ion as s up erin te n d­
en t of th e hom e July 1s t , 1922. whereupon he becam e a m ember of the 
Ba ttle Mou ntain Sanitar ium , whe re he r eceived t r eatm ent fo r se ve ral 
months . 

In Septem ber, 1922, Colo nel a n d Mr s, F arr re turned to th e cit y of 
P ierre. Comrade F a rr became a m ember of Sully Po st, Depa r tment 
of .S out h Dakota , G. A. R., 2nd December, 1891, t ra ns fe r red from Mor­
ga n L . Smith P os t of Ha rrold. H e h el d .th e po sition of Po st Com m an­
de r a number of t erms, a nd wa s elec te d Department Commander in 1898 
-and a ccompanied the Depa r tmen t to the National E ncampmeut held 
at Cincinnati , Oh io, in September of t he sam e year. H e was Post Com­
ma nder at th e time of his death . 

In eve ry direction use ful t o t he comm unit y a nd unti ring in its se rv­
ice, perh a ps in n o other way did he so m uch impress h im sel f for goo d 
as in th e cha racters of very m any of the boys of P ierre wh o ca me dl ­
rectly under his in flue nce as a teach er in Sabbath school and in pro­
moting clubs fo r boys. In this way h e beca me th e mentor and id ea l of a 
very la rge number of boy s , and it is notable th at every one of these has 
developed into m en Of cha racter and use fuln e ss . Th ey a re sca t t e red 
a broa d ove r th e face of th e earth, only a fe w r em aining "i n P ierre , but 
wh erev er they a re the y a re m en worth wh il e . 

H e was a n hono red Pas t Maste r Workman of Pierre L odge No. 23, 
An cient Ord er of United W orkmen, 

Colone l Fa rr wa s a loya l Mason of t he 32ml degree. 
-Pie r re , S. D. Da ily Ca pital Journ al, Dec. 3, 1923. 

Mary Nayes .Fa r~' 

Mary Ella Noyes gra dua te d fro m L ad ies ' sc ho ol n ear Boston in 1874. 
Sh e ta ught in private school in New Engla nd; a lso engaged in publ ic 
schoo l tea ch in g in Iowa; la t er she was p r in cipal of the sc h ool at Li sbon, 
N. H .; she was th en ca lled to Washington, D. C., wh ere s he wa s an ' 
in s tructor 3 yea r s. Sh e wa s in t he ca pital -cit y wh en Garfield was shot. 

In Oct ober , 1882 s he wa s united in mar-riage t o Col. E . P . F arr in 
New H a m pshi re . H e a r r ive d in H a r rold in June, 1882, wh il e she ca me in 
October of the same year. T he Colonel ca me to Pi erre and bough t the 
corner lot on Gr and a nd W yn oka ; a lso th e one wh ere the P enny s to re 
is now loca ted. H e sa w a m an shot a nd killed in a controver sy . This 
see m ed rather wild behavior, so he r etired to H a rro ld an d s ta rted a 
gene ra l s tore in part neship with Fred Beedl e. 
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Mr s. Mary Noyes Farr 

Mr . Farr later s old stock in th e east for the National Bank of Com­
merce. H e moved to P ierre in 1899. For more details , see article above. 

Mr s. Farr has been an a ctive member of the Congrega ti onal churc h 
but in recen t yea rs has not been abl e to a tt end se r vic es reg ula rly . 
Sh e will be 84 June 4. 1937. Sh e wa s' a cha r ter member of the Eastern 
Star or ganization whi ch had it s initial meeting in th e hall over K emp's 
s tore in May. 1897. Those pr ese n t a t tha t memorable meeting 40 
years ago were (ladies ): Ma ry Noyes Farr, Em ma Beckwith, Sarah 
Boy les, Alice Dew ell, \Vilh elmina F ay *, Fanny B. Gaffy >, J osephin e Kehr, 
Susie McCortl, Sate Alexander> (rnen) : David Boyl es, E . P. Farr*, 
Geor ge Fay*, Lor ing Gaffy*. Loui s Kehr>, \V. H . Leighty. 

Na mes followe d by a s terisk indi ca te pe rson s decea sed . 
Mr s. Fa rr vo luntee red th e in formation th at Harrold wa s named for 

Wm. Harold Gary. who hom es tead ed th e qua rter sec ti on just ea st of the 
present t ownsite . In fa ct he a t te m pt ed to loca te t he town on his 
lan d but fa iled. Th ey did how ev er n am e the to wn fo r him by a dding 
an ext ra ' 1". Blunt wa s named for a man nam ed Bloun t. It was shor t­
ene d to the pr es ent na me by dropping the '0' . 
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Lawler Family 
Mys elf and sister, Ali ce .Lawler Gifford, arrived at Siding 6, with 

our father and' mother, Mr. and Mrs. James Lawler, Oil Sep t. 16th, 1880. 
At that date there were no -t owns between Huron and Blunt, and 

very little at Blunt. These sid ings cons is te q of a s ide track a nd a secti on 
house for th e r ailroad Section foreman and family to liv e in . Sidi ng 6 
a bove mentioned is now th e town of Harrold, but a t th a t ti me th ere 
wa s only th e side tr ack; and section house there. 

Later in the fall 6f 1880, we moved on to Siding 7, which is half 
a mil e eas t of th e present poor farm of Hughes County. 

This poor farm building was built by a man by th e nam e of S. R. 
Price, in th e year 1881; "an d :',va s buil t for 'a hotel. This 'b uilding look s 
pra ctically th e same now ~s i t did th en except it was built wi th a store 
front on th e w est side. S.'. R. Price, homesteaded this qu arter sec tion , 
whi ch is des cribed a s the NW1~ of Sec. 12-112-76. At th e sa me t im e 
Price built th e hotel he also built a residen ce, which was a bout 40 1';)(18 
st ra ight south of the hotel and this was th e school house. Fran k Price, 
th e son of S. R. Price, taught sc hool in this building th e winter of 1882 
and 1883. Ali ce Lawler Gifford and myself attended our fir s t ~ e rm of 
school in this building. 

My father, James Lawler, was on e of th e track men th at helped lay 
th e s te el into Pi erre, and later was section for em an a t Siding 7. 

At the time we arrived here th e land survey had not been made, 
but my fa ther built a shan ty and squa tt ed on what is now th e SW l,i of 
Sec. 1-112-76, the pla ce ju st north of th e poor farm , and in 1884 h e 
donated a tra ct of this land fo r a 'school house which wa s buil t tha t 
year. This is wh at was known a s th e La wler sch ool hou se and wa s 
located on what is now known a s t he Dris ty pla ce. 

- L. Lawl er, March 16, 1937. 

Louis Greenough, Pioneer Hardware Merchant 
Louis Gr eenough, 79, pioneer ha rdware merch ant, di ed Tuesday 

nigh t at 11:45 at St. Mary's h ospital where h e had been undergoing 
trea tm en t for s ev eral weeks for the effec ts of an illness of long s tan d­
ing. 

Mr. Gr eenough had been in poor health for sev eral years, and dur­
ing th e winter suffe re d an apopletic st roke a s a result of hardening of 
his arteries. H e wa s taken to St. Mary's ho spital for treatment and un­
derwent an operation, but his a dva nce d ag e pr evented his recovery. 

H e was born in Ri chmond, Vermont, on November 15, 1853. As a 
young man he came to Dakota territory and was one of the first 
residents of th e city of Pi erre, having been engage d in the hardware 
business here for 48 years. 

During the years of his residen ce here he took a k een interes t in all 
public affairs, and at differen t tim es se r ve d on the board of educati on 
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a n .l on the cit y comm ission. H e was a m ember of the city co m m ission 
a t the time ele ct r ic utilities were in stalled , and took a k een interest in 
th e developme nt of th is part of the city'S busi ness . H e wa s a democra t 
in politics, a n d pr ofessed t he R om an Catho lic re ligio us fa it h. 

H e is s urv ived by t wo son s , Louis, residing at Lindsay, S. D., an d 
Francis, of Os hk os h, W is ., an d by a daug hter, Mrs. J ame s Cox ., of th is 
cit y. Three ot her dau gh ters died during ch ild hood, a nd Mr s. Green­
ou gh died severa l years ago. 

F un e ra l serv ices will be held Frida y m orning at 10 o'c lock from Sts . 
P eter a nd P aul' s chu rc h , a nd burial will be in the fa mily plo t in Ca l­
va ry cem et ery.- Ca pit a l J ou rnal , 1932. 

Automobiles 
The f ' r s t "hor seless ca rr iage" to be brou gh t into Sou th Dakot a was 

a H a yn es ele c tr ic driven "d emocrat wagon" exh ibit ed at th e State Fair 
at Yankton in 1897 by Mo ntgo mery W ard & ' Co., se cu red for the occasion 
t h ro ug h th e initiative of th e edito r of t he Ya nkton Daily Gazette. An 
e lect r ic m otor in stalled under the seat dr ov e the ca r by ch ai n trans­
mi s sion to the r ear axle . The fai r m an agement a dv ertised it a s " T he 
Wonder of the Ce ntury." It operated very satisfa ctorily a nd h ad the 
t r ick of turning a ro und wi thin th e len g th of the wagon. 

Th e foll owing winter (1898) Louis Greenough, a ha rdwa re m e rchant 
of Pierre, who was a steam-fi tter by t r ade, an d Harry Adams . a m a chin­
ist, devoted their spa r e t im e to plan n ing a horsel ess wa gon , a nd by 
sp r ing had the proposition fa ir ly wo rked ou t and detailed plans m ad e . 
A t that time th ey were em ployed t o in stall a two cy lin de r , in t ernal co m­
bu stion e ngine (manuta ct u re d by the W olverine Marine E ngrne Co ., I)f 
De t r oit ) upon the ranch of Char les K. Howa rd , a t Smithvill e on the 
Cheye nne River. "I'hey conc lude d tha t that e ng ine was bes t desi gn ed 
fo r their pu rpose , a n d Mr . Adams went to Detroit an d had a n en gin e 
built particular ly desi gned fo r t he ir hor se less wagon . A fO'"m d rymall 
a t Elkhar t , Indiana, buil t th e wa gon for th em a nd by m id -sumrrie r (Mr. 
Greenough having joined Adams in Indiana ) they had 'a n a u t o m obile 
in operati on an d running su ccessfully. It wa s a st rong wagon with seats 
for the d ri ver a nd se ve n passe ng e rs ; t he engine tucked under the r -ar 
seat wi th chain t ransmission to the rear axle . They s h ip ped it 'h y 

fr e ight to Pierre, intend in g to use it t o t ra nspor t passengers fr om Pierve 
to the Bla ck Hills . Wh en t he y a rrived in Chicago it was necessary to 
transf er t he m a chine acr oss town from one depot to the other, which 
they did under it s own power a nd th e exhi biti on created vas t interes t. 
They were offered a high price for t hei r invention , which th ey promptly 
refused , Wh en th ey t r ie d out th e wa gon at P ie r re they found it unable 
to clim b the hills on the Black Hill s t rail, the power being in sufficient ; 
bu t it ran steadily upon fairly lev el ro ads . They r esolved to exh ibit it 
at th e fairs, hoping for profit in ca r rying passengers ; but eve rywhere 
the a ut hor ities were hostile . At Mitch ell they were not permitted to 
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bring it within the cor pora ti on limits. They went on to Yankton and 
a pplie d for license to exhibit it at th e state Fair and to transport 
passengers fr om the ci ty to th e fair grounds, bu t this was r efu sed. 
"The Press a nd. Dakotan" - voiced th e gen eral view wh en it was sa id, 
" It is a dead moral cert a inty that that in fe rn a l ma chine will fr ighten 
horses and enda nger th e liv es of men , wom en. and childre n." Defeated 
at ever y tur n, the y shipped the wag on ba ck to the foundry to ha ve great­
er po wer put in to it ; bu t the y ha d exhausted their resources and could 
go no furt he r. 

-Doane Robinson's Encyclopedia 

Pioneer Lady Passes 
It ha s come to our attentio n that on th e fir st of F ebruary, Mrs, C. K. 

Morton, age 93 years, passed aw ay . 
Mrs . Mor ton was a resid en t of Hyde coun ty for fifty-on e years. 

Wa s we ll known in her home county and to many people of Hughes 
cum ty, being t he m othe r of Mr s. J . H . McCord, Mr s. Caroline Wales 
and Mr s. Hal \Vill iams, all for mer P lerreit es. Mr s . Mor ton wa s buried 
at Highmore a longs ide of her husb an d, who passed away eight years ago. 

Mary Gi ddings 

An Interview "With Mrs. Louis Kehr 
The fir s t known school building in P ierre (in 1882) was located on 

Dak ota Aven ue, on what is now th e downtown business district . 

Previous to it s bei ng used a s a . school, it was a millin ery shop, 
operated by a Miss Tillman, a cousin of Mrs. Lo uis Kehr, proprietor of 
"Kehr Gro cery Store." 

Enter prising early citi ze ns felt th e need of e duca ti onal fa cilit ies an d 
t ransformed th is 16 x 20 foot wooden struct ure 'in to a school of learning, 
with a Miss Cav elier, as the fir st tea ch er. 
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Old Fort Sully 
Fort Sully wa s built by General Alfred Sully in th e autumn of 1863 

on the eas te rn s ide of th e Missourt River. It wa s built of logs, the 
th e houses having earth roofs. It had accomodatio ns for two companies. 
Intended a s a cavalry post, it wa s fou nd that insuffi cient hay was ; 
grown in the vicinity to supply the es ta blish me n t , so in 1866 a new post 
was buil t 30 mil es fur the r up the r ive r wh ere hay wa s m or e abundant, 
a nd {h e old pos t (which wa s a m ile ea s t of the Indian sch ool a t P ' re ). 
was abandoned, all of the pra cticabl e material being taken to th new 
post. The on e most notable eve nt at Old Fo rt Sully wa s the Treaty 
Counc il of 1865 (October) in which th e t roubles following the Ou tbreak 
were com pose d. Af ter her rescu e by Cawler, F anny Kelley wa s de­
liv ered to the military at t he pos t. 

- Doane Robinson's E ncy clopedia of S. Dak. 

Mon um ent Erected in 1929 
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(New) Fort Sully 
T his' F or t was es ta blis he d July 25, 1866, 28 miles up t he ri ve r fro m 

Pier re on the eas t s ide of the river . There were qua r ters fo r 4 com­
pa n ies, built of cotton wood logs; 13 sets of offi cers ' quarter s; ho spital ; 
guar d ho use; 6 ,fr am e buildings for s tor e houses; fram e stables 30x200 
fee t ; la undry qu a rte rs (10 sets of fra me buildings); bake ry ; ice house; 
r oot hou se, etc ; brick m a ga zine. The reser vation had a n a rea of ,12 
square mil es . W a te r wa s .su pplie d to th e post by wa gon s fr om the 
Missou ri rive r. 12 m on ths' s ubs isten ce wa s k ept on hand. It w as 
headquarters for a Regimen t. It wa s' an Imp crtant post dur in g the 
per iod of t he Indian wa rs, in cluding t he Messi ah war of 1890. Man y 
mil it ary e n te rpr ises agains t the Si oux ou tfitted ther e. It was a ba n doned 
in 1894 a n d th e buildings sold to se ttle rs . After abandonment as a mili­
tary post, th e range in the p reserve was lea sed for grazing to r anch er s . 
Ma ny vi sitors go th ere durin g th e s um m er a n d are usually re warded by 
find ing some reli c of th e pas t. 

Guy F. Barnes Relates A Story 
Abo ut 20 ye a r s. ago a t t he Lo cke hot el I fell il}to con ve r sa tion with an 

old sold ie r , C. C. Merri tt, of th e 2nd Min nesota. H e wa s on e of the ch ie f 
di scov er ers of the " Ir on Range" in upper Minnesota. 

H e a sked if I knew F rank Luca s, a lo cal rea l es ta te deal er ; they 
had for m.e r ly been acqua inta nc es a t Duluth. I told him we would go 
a n d see Mr. Luca s . On the way we met anoth er old soldier, Ben Arnold, 
a local m er chan t, s o I introduced the two. 

Mer ritt related the fac t that wh en a young fellow he had gon e 
through a ha rrowing ex pe r ien ce in th ese parts. H e wa s com ing down 
the Mirdouri by boa t with a couple of oth er fell ows a nd at the upper end 
of L it t.e Bend th ey asked Merritt to take th e gun and try to procure 
so m e wild gam e while they took the boat a ro un d the 25 mile b end in 
th e rive r a nd he could jo in them wh ere th e loop ca m e ba ck within a 
couple of miles of their parting place. 

H e foll ow ed in s t ructi ons but the fellows in the boat failed to s how 
up, a nd a fte r som e hours of wai ting h e decided that prudence m eant 
getting to 'sa fe ty and shelter before n ightfall. This incide nt occurred 
ba ck in th e '60's s o Indian molestation could occur at unexpected mom­
en ts . H e lost no time in heading to th e southeast and just a t du sk ap­
peared ov er the ridge at Snake Butte no rth of Pi e rre. An Indian ca m p 
was s pr ea d bel ow and th e sh arp eye of a warrior m ust have 's pied him 
for soo n a number of th e R edm en were in pursuit. P artial darkness 
s a ve d him a s he dropped in to a washout wh ere he concea le d himself un· 
der r ubbish. An Indian on ce ca m e within 15 feet of him bu t they ga ve 
up the cha se a nd r eturned to cam p. 

Merrit t was bel ow normal in e ndura nc e as he was not fully r ecovered 
fr om a si eg e of typhoid fev er , so wai ted un t il a bout midnight before 
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stealth ily giving th e camp a wid e berth in hi s course to th e southe ast . 
At day light he wa s overjoyed to look down up on old Fo rt Sully n or th of 
F arm Isl and. He s taggered wea k fro m exe r tion and hun ger into the mess 
k it ch en and th e cook at on ce se t h im so me thing to ea t. Arnold excla ime d 
"Were you th at yo ungs te r , who dragged him self in to ca mp that morning 
20 year s ago?" " Yes, I was ," r epli ed Merritt. "Well. I .was th a t cook," 
ejacula te d Arnold. If ever there was a th r illing coinc idence, this was on e. 

Merrit t ha d been so imp ressed with th e exper ience of a decad e befor e 
that he go t Doane R obinson and together they wen t ove r a s n early as 
poss ib le the rout e t ravelle d by Merri t t on tha t eventful night. 

Hughes County Patriots 
The follo wing li st of men fro m H ugh es county who died in the World 

War , 191 7 a nd 1918 wa s prepared by the State coun cil of defense a nd 
publish ed in it s final report ; those who were killed in a ctio n are: 
Geo . P. Gr aha m, Blunt; J ames W . Laughlin, Harrold; Herm an Sch liepp, 
H ar rold ; Ro lla nd F . Bagby, Max J . Buker, Fran k R. Simm, Robt . E . 
Hu ffman , Cla re nce Nelson , Robt. E . Ruthford, . J ohn C. Scho en berger , 
Char les E . Thorne, J oel R. Mor r ison an d An thony Gill is of P ierre. 

, - Doa ne Robinso n E ncyclopedia. 

Will Grebing, War Veteran ( 
Wi ll Gr eb ing wa s bo rn at Eliz abeth City, N. C. a nd ca me to Hu ghes 

co un ty in 1899 as a s ingle fellow of 19. He wa s united in marriage to 
Bertha M. Wolfe in 1905 a t Huron. They had three chil dren, Wilbert 
died 1931 ; Kennth, present ma na ger of the Bl ue L ine ; an d Dor is . 

Mr . Gr ebing wa s prom in ent in commu nity and public a ffa irs. He 
was a ctive in Masonic and Odd F ell ow lodge ci r cles. He wa s a former 
memb er of th e P ierre ba seball t ea m and th e City ba nd. He play ed a 
ba se horn wh ich wa s purchased by T ony Heng el who now uses it in 
t he sa me ban d. 

H e ser ved 18 months in Fran ce in the World War, goin g with the 
P ierre conti nge n t in 1917. H e wa s deleg a ted for th e mo st part to th e 
grave regi s t ra ti on depar tm en t an d thus becam e fa m iliar with se ve ra l of 
the bu ri al groun ds in 'F ran ce. Th e larges t wa s at Rom agone wh ere 
th e re were 22,000 graves. H e returned ho me in July, 1919, on board 
th e ship, "An ti gone." H e wa s mad e a Ca ptain in th e Sout h Dakota 
Na ti onal Guard in November, 1916. 

He a lso spent the winter of 1915-1916 on the Mex ica n bord er. 
Sin ce 1914 he has been owner of th e Blue Line Tran sfer . W hen ho rs es 
were in use in th is busin es s he kept a number of sturdy teams. He 
was Hu ghes coun ty sher iff in 1921-25. While he wa s in France and 
while a cting as sheriff Mr s. Gr ebing m an aged the transf e r bus iness. 
H e died of heart trou ble an d pneumoni a on July 4, 1936, and h is remains 
r est at Ri versid e. 

Th e Blue Line Transfer wa s es ta blis he d in 1881. F ormer owners 
were, Bert Wi ggam, Frank Norman a nd E. C. Ki n dley. 
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"Bob" Carlin Here from the Beginning 
Of the many old timers living in P ierre tod ay, R. L . Ca rlin is on e 

of th e fir st. He has liv ed h ere con ti nuo us ly since the fall of 1880. 
Car lin came to Pierre a s a ca bin boy on a river boat whe n he wa s 12 

years old. Hi s fa the r had formerly been a ste amboa t engi neer, bu t 
had d ied , leavin g Ca rli n a n orp ha n at ni ne. H e recall s see ing a man 
killed in a stre e t fight, but a dds there was compara ti ve ly li ttle disorder. 

His grea test experienc e wa s in the spring of' 81 during the m emorable 
flood tha t follo we d the lon g winter. While with a par ty of men in a 
boat h e was cu t off fro m sho re by th e su dden r ising of the r iver, jammed 
with floating ice. W ater wa s 15 feet deep ove r the railroad tracks an d 
th e pa r ty reache d sh ore on ly af te r desp era t e and skilf ul maneuvering. 

A gang of hoo dlums took pos session of t he merch andise of se ve ral 
s tor es wh ose owners had m oved the goo ds to h igh er g ro und , deman d­
in g r an som for its r el ea se. Vig ila ntes were or ganized , the h oodlums 
rounded up a nd t he en t ire group of 14 men an d on e wo man were se t 
afloat on th e rou gh waters of the Missouri river in a la rge boa t. 

Bob has wa tc he d Pierre g row from a vill age of sh acks through 
t he boom era and finall y to see it se t tle do wn to r emai n t he small but 
colorful ca pit a l cit y.- Argus Leader. 

The Cargo of Gold 
Raymond Griff iths 

" Gold in th e cit y park"- wa s th e startling cry tha t 15 years ago 
ca used m en to dig feverishly in a bank of the Mi sso uri river in se a rc h 
of a leg en da ry ship load ed with gold th at was believ ed to have sunk 
h er e in the 1860's , but Ma son P . Martin, 89 year old pion eer P ierre 
r esiden t , lau gh s about the ep isode . 

"The y dug for th e same ship a t t he m ou th of Heart River in No rth 
Dakota," Ma rtin sa id. "They wa sted a lot of time an d m on ey digging 
here in P ierre, because eve n if there wa s a bu r ied ship there, they'd 
have a hard time k eep ing out th e quick sa nd after they du g down a ways." 

Martin came to Pi erre in 1880 an d built a small h ouse near the 
s ite of wh er e the ship was sup pos ed to have sunk . The spot, th e legen d 
says , wa s marked by three gian t cottonwood trees, ca lled t he "Three 
Si st ers." Only t wo remai n today, the other having died and used fo r 
firewood. 

The story relat es h ow a sh ip, la den with gold fr om Montan a, ti ed 
up for the ni ght near th ree tall cot tonwoods . During the night a storm 
arose and .sank th e ship. Only on e man sur vive d, and he m ad e hi s way 
to Sioux City, wh er e he told the s tory of t he ill-fated voyage to fr iends 
who wa sted no time in settin g out to locate the boat and its pr ecious 
ca rgo. There is no r ecord that the y were successful. 

Then in 1922 the bu g was rev ived , a com pa ny organized and a sha ft 
sunk, but not a trace of a ship nor a sh ekel eve r rewarded their effor ts. 
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The boarded shaft is st ill th ere, a mute reminder of another hunt fo r 
gol d a t th e rainbow's end. 

The railroad company owned th e land wh ere Ma rtin buil t hi s house. 
bu t a fte r a t wo week r esidence he was ordered to move. Putting skids 
under hi s hom e, he t ra ns fe r re d it to ano the r part of town. Th e r ailroad 
company later deed ed the land to the city and tod ay it constitu tes part 
of th e two miles of municipally owne d R ive r side Park, th e si te of th e 
"Three Sisters, " the old sha ft being towa rd the eas te rn end. 

u. P. Solberg Died at Home Today 
U. P. Solb erg, another of Pi erre' s old time r esiden ts, pa ssed away 

this morning at 12: 45 o'clock a t hi s home, to llowmg a shor t illnes s . H e 
was GO years old. 

Ul ri ck P eterson So lb erg was born April 17, 1856, nea r Hesper in 
H igh land township, in Winneshiek county, Iowa . H e attended the pub li c 
schools at Cr esco, Iowa . When ju st a boy h is pa re nts moved to western 
Iowa a nd se t tled nea r Esthervill e . A few years la ter he moved to S ioux 
Fa lls, S. D., wh ere he lea rn ed t he ha rdwar e bu siness. Ther e he was 
married and moved ba ck to Estherv ill e. In la t er years h e owned hard­
wa re stores a t Bea ve r Cr eek, Minn ., an d Sioux Center, Iowa . 

In 1905 h e moved hi s family to P ierre, and h omesteaded south of 
Fort Pi err e . Up to t he t ime of his death he lived in h is home with h is 
da ughter on T hir d s t ree t. Hi s wi fe preceded him in dea th. 

Left to surviv e h im are two da ughters, Rose and Da isy, also five 
grandchildren. 

Funeral se rvices will be conduc ted Thursday afte rnoon a t 2 o'clock 
fr om th e Dotson cha pe l , an d burial will be made in Riversid e ce metery 
in the fa mily lot. Rev. R. E . Anderson will officiate at th e services . 

- J an . 29, 1937, Daily Dakotan. 

John A. Samuelson Among the Earliest 
J ohn A.Samuelson had the distinction of being the flrat vset .tle r in 

Spli t Ro ck Township, Minnehaha Coun ty. He was born in Swed en 
on J un e 27, 1837. H e immigrated to th e U. S. wh en 21 years old. He 
loca ted for a time at Boone, Iowa wh ere he worked on r ailroad construc­
tion. In 1869 he wa s em ploye d in Sio ux City and during that year came 
up and mad e a filing in the township named a bove. Abo ut 1870 h e was 
ma rried to Anna L. J oha nson in Sioux City. 

He worked on r iver boa t s between Sio ux City an d Bism ar ck a nd 
ea rn ed mon ey to make a hom e on hi s land. He on ce mad e the t r ip ',[oot 
be tw een th ere and Si oux City. In 1890 h e came to Pi erre and purch ased 
some lots near St. Ma ry's hospital. Two yea rs later he inv es t ed in land 
in By ron Township. Our subject pr acti ced thrift, and perseve ran ce and 
became quite well-to-do. W hen moving fro m Min nehaha County to 
Hughes County, he used the customary prair ie sc hooner and traile d the 
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ca ttle; th at wa s in 1898. He r esid ed there until 1918, wh en he bought a 
home in Pierre and moved hi s family there. 

Th e chi ldren a re : Anna, Pi erre ; Celia , Stanley Co.; J ohn, Faith; 
Car l, Faith ; Chr is ti na P et erson, Brandon; Emil, Faith; Martin, La cy. 
Chr isti na lives on th e ori ginal Samuelson homestead. 

The mo th er di ed in 1905; th e fa ther pas sed a way a t th e age of 90 in 
1927 an d both r est at Riverside ce me tery. 

Celia s tarted teach ing in 1898 in Byron district; the other tea che r 
in the di s trict tha t year was Id a Nordvold, who is now Mr s. Robert 
Lumley , Pierre. 

The Dorothy Family 
E mm itt F . Dorothy ca me to P ierre in F ebrua ry, 1895 fro m Iowa. 

He was a young man in his ea rly thi rties. A few mon th s later he brought 
hi s wif e, three dau gh ter s a nd on e son to res ide here. Another so n wa s 
born in 1896. 

H e op en ed a ge ne ra l merch andise store on Dak ot a Avenue in Pi erre, 
which he cond uc ted for severa l yea r s. In 1900 he es ta blishe d the Ran ge 
Mercantile Co., in Ft. Pi erre, altho ug h his famil y a lways resided in 
Pierre. At tha t ti me , Ft. P ierre se rved mil es of te rritory, fo r th e r ail­
ro ad hadn't go ne throug h to Rapid Cit y. Thus bo th ranchers an d cow­
boys ca m e in fo r supplies by the wagon load . In 1910 he sold the 
Mercantile Co., an d bough t th e Tillman g rocery s tore , now the Thoma s 
Gr ocery, which h e conduc te d for just a yea r . 

H arry bought a large ranc h on Spring Cree k in the nor thwest part 
of the coun ty. H e wa s associa te d with J ayn es and Harbaugh and bought 
ca t tl e on t his s ide until ill health ca use d him to retir e. He pa ssed 
aw ay Sept. 15, 1925, and Mr s . Dor othy died F ebruary 1, 1935. Both are 
buried in the fam ily lot at Ute, Iowa. 

All t he chil dren are living, Blanche D. Ad cock resides in Kansas 
City, Mo., Ray Dorothy and El si e Core are now living in Sacramento . 
Ca lifornia , Myrtle Darner s till l ives in P ierre and Verne the young es t 
son liv es in Seattle, W a shington. 

An Early Settler 
N. Eo Howard wa s born in Greenville, Ohio, in 1854. He removed 

from th ere to Kokomo, Indiana, and it was not until Nov. 17, 1882, that 
h e landed in P ie r re wh ere he has since r esided. 

Ba ck in 1874 h e wa s married to Emma M. Thack er who died in 1923. 
Thre e ch ild ren a re still ltving from this marriag e. E arl W., in road, 
master's office , C. N. W. Ry. at Huron ; Mary Logan, St. Paul; Ray P . 
of Ca sper, W yo. , who graduated from Pierre H . S. 

" Nick" engaged in the bakery busines s when bread sold 2 loaves 
for 5c; 12 loaves for 25c. Delivery was made with horses , of course. 
His com pe tit or , Arthur Stores, bought Nick out and he went 'int o the 
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painting bu sines s an d foll owed th at trad e perman ently until he sus ta ined 
an injury from a fa ll 'some months ag o. Hank Hau sm an entered th e 
bakery bus iness aft er Mr. How ard sold out. He built th e brick building 
now occupied by the Vandercook Realty Co. 

Pioneers To Be Remembered 
Cor win D. Mead came to Pi erre in 1882 an d for a number of year s 

•wa s enga ged in the la w bu siness bu t in later year's ha s con fined hi s ac­
ti vi ti es to the r ea lty field. H e was married to Id a Wi ck s in 1881 at 
Columb us, Oh io. Their childre n a re, Mary M. Renwick, Bosto n ; Wini­
fr ed M. McNam ee, Cla remon t, Calif. ; Ru th , living in P ierre with h er 
fa t he r. Mrs. Mead pa ssed awa y in 1920. 

C. D. Mead buil t an elegan t hom e on the corne r of P ro spect and 
Gran d av en ues an d it has been th e ir h om e continu ously. Ru th and her 
father have spent the pa st 9 winter s in California. 

The Mea d yard is noted for flor al beauty in th e gro wing season. 
The Scilla an d Tulips m igh t es peci ally be menti on ed. 

Mr . Mead says th at the real es ta te bu s in ess is as qui e t now as he 
ha s ever known it. Yet he ha s k nown times when the re wa s feverish 
dem and for a ll kind s of land rega rdless of price. He was prob ate 
judge 1883-5 ; territorial legi sl ator 1887-8, when the ca pit al wa s at Bis­
marck ; cit y trea surer 2 t erms ; a member of the cit y commis sion . 

*** * * * 
An dr ew Schmutz was born in Baden, Germany, in 1860. He cross ed 

the ocean with hi s paren ts , Alois a nd wif e, in 1882. They came to Pi er re 
in 1887. An dy's brother, Charles, a ls o lives in Pi erre. The fa ther and 
m other are both dead, th e m oth er passing a way soon a fte r a rr iving in 
this coun ty. Bot h a re buried at the Catho lic ceme te ry north of t own. 
Mary an d Adolph were other childre n . An drew worked for some mon ths 
at Yankton an d Sioux F all s bu t spen t m os t of hi s ca reer in Pierre. Andy 
is a wid ower with three sons, Leo, Bernard an d Ad olph. 

****** 
J oh n S. N elson , Civil W ar veteran, wa s born in W iscon sin , Ma rch 

7, 1846. He r esided the re until afte r the wa r in whi ch he se rved 18 
mon th s. In 1865 he married Mary E . Sh aylor to wh ich union wa s born 
3 children -Mina L ounsbury, Calif . ; Win , deceased ; Arc hie, mail ca rrie r 
in Pierre. The family came here in 1900, first to Hyde county and th en 
to Pi erre. H e died F ebruary 22, 1934, on e of th e last G. A. R. members 
in th e co unty. 

Mr. Nelson was quite active un til hi s la st illness. He enjoyed get ­
ting out and taking part in old time dances : lodg e affairs and communi ty 
celebra ti ons. H e was a man of good habits which a dde d mu ch to his 
span of life . His optimism helped him to enjoy lif e. 

**** ** 
Palo Bianchi and M. P .' Martin celebra ted the ir birthdays tog ether 

here Thursday eve ning with a birthday dinner a t the W elch caf e. The 
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combine d ag es of thes e two men was 172 years. Both received th e con­
gratulations of th eir many fri ends for continued longevity and good 
health. 

- Capit a l Journal, Nov. 17, 1934. 

****** 
,Mrs. Mary Mor se was born in Springfield, 111. 011 Nov . 9, 1889 she 

and her h usband came to Pi erre . After being in business for a whil e, 
her hu sband, James \V., became elect ed cle rk of cour ts of the county. 
He died in 1905. 

Mr s. Morse is 77 years old and has been an Eastern Star 34 years. 
Th e ch ildre n are, Bernie, postal employee; Kathryn , em ployed in s tate 
house, and Mrs. J . J . Farrell, of Fort Pierre. 

* *** ** 
Horace H . Cla r k was born in Dngland in 1863. He landed in 

Canada in 1882 a t Montreal. From there h e went to Or eg on in the 
\Vill am ette vall ey wh ere he r em ain ed for 3 years ; th e nex t 5 yea r s 
wer e spent in ea stern Or egon and fr om there he trailed wi th schooner 
into Idaho following th e Snake river, crossed th e lava plains, and th en ce 
out of that state about 40 miles below the Jackson Hole coun try. 
They en te re d the Bitter Root mo untains via. Thompson plateau and 
passed through th e South Pass in the Ro ckies . The alti tude the re 
wa s 10,000 [to Mr . Cla rk rem embers distinctly a large bear which 
ro se up on 'its haun ch es to a bout th e height of 7 feet as they pa ssed 
th e shor e of Gray's Lake in Idaho. He had 'no firearm but managed 
to fr ighten th e animal away ; it made a bellow like a steer as it scamp­
ered for cove r. Mr . Cla rk la nd ed in Pi erre in 1892. He has done 
mu ch work with liv e stock but of later years has done t ea m wo rk 
about Pi erre. 

* * * * * * 
Adam Thierolf ca me to Pi erre in 1901 from Chi cago and a couple 

of years la ter filed on land near Sansarc in Stanley county. This 
French-German pioneer and wif e have made a success of th e ranching 
business and now own 1040 acres of banner prairie. ' At pr es ent th ey 
are running sh eep and horses. In 1937, Mrs. T . is 75 and h er husband 
73. Though suffer ing some physical handicap Mr. Thierolf is quite 
opti mis tic and is satisfied that they ca st th eir lot in this ter-ritory. 

Jacobsen in Who 's Who by Fox 
Jacobsen , Elias ; b. Clin ton , Ro ck Co., Wi s ., Aug. 20, 1859; s . Henry 

and Annie P . (Se ave r s) J .; ed. A.B., Beloit Coll ., 1882; m. Ethel L . Collins; 
ch . E dm und L.; He len (Meigs) ; Ed ith C. (Fox); Eric C.; Dorothy S. in 
Ind ian service, 1883·95; ranch er, mercha nt , 1895·1902 ; r ea ltor, 1903·08. 
Alderman, 'P ier re, 1896·1900 ; jus ti ce of peace, 1902-06; clerk and deputy 
commissi one r, sc hool & public lands, 1908-. Phi Kappa P si. 1\1. B. A., 

K. O. T . 1\1., B. A. Y" H om e, Pierre 
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71 
Methodist Church Erected in 1910 

On :\lay 24, 1881, t he Meth odi s t Episcopal church wa s incorpora ted in 
Pierr e. The trus te es a t that ti me were, E . A. 'Ves t; 'V. H . Gleck er a nd 
A. F. Russ e lt. Rev . S. '1'. Tack abu ry wa s the pa s tor. The firs t meetings 
were held in th e Nor t hw es tern Ry. dep ot ; la ter in the Reed hotel loca ted 
on th e presen t s it e of the Red Owl building; then a $1500 building was 
constructed midway be tw een th e pres ent Fl oyd & Bagby gara ge and the 
Albright Wholesale build ing . 

In 1910 the sp lendid structure sh own above was' ded icated . The cos t , 
$78,000, wa s mo stly subsc ri be d at that tim e. The pa stor at that time wa s 
R ev. A. D. Thibodeau . Today th e buildi ng is fr ee of deb t. 

Rev. C. D. Bullock a dds these fact s. Averag e S. S. attendance for 
1937 wa s 145; the re are 385 active members of the churc h; ad ding to this 
th e cons tit uen t members, there a re 725. 

At t he t ime of the se m i-centenn ia l obser va nc e in 1931 a his tory of 
the chu rc h wa s di stributed which was edited by Ed K. Eakin of P ierre. 

Locke Hotel 
In 1895 or the re a bouts, the Lock e H otel wa s the only hotel west of 

Chi cago heated by natural gas. 
Saline mi neral wa ter, un derlyin g the ea r th in the hotel vicinity, 

a t a dept h of 1,200 feet has proven merits. The d iscov ery wa s made in 
June, 1893, upon the completion of an artes ia n well by th e gov ernment 
for th e use of th e Pi erre Indu s trial School. It wa s seen a t onc e that 
the wa ter ha d very unusu al qua li ti es, such as were posses sed by no ot h­
er a r tes ian wa ter in the .s ta te, Si nce then another ' well has been put 
down by the Lock e H otel Company, to be used in co nn ecti on with the 
hotel. These waters conta in meth ane or natural gas in large pr oper­
tions, so much so that th e water rushing fro m the pi pes at th e surfa ce is 
r eadily ignit ed an d pours from th e well in a perfect torrent of f1ame--the 
temperature of th e wa ter being 93°. The well flow s a t the rate of 600 
ga llons per mi nute. The water after fr eed fro m gas is perfectly clear, 
'S oft an d possessed of medicin al proper ti es wh ich are va lua ble . 

The Lock e Sanitarium Company advertised far and wide the med i­
cinal merits of th e wa ter . They conten de d it wo uld allev iate or cure 
rheumatism, dis eases of the skin, li ver, lu ngs , ki dneys an d indigestion . 
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The Lo cke was first owned by \V. P . Lo ck e, 1. D. Bra inard an d S. \Y. 
Goodwin of Wa te rville, N. Y. W. A. King act ed as manager for 2 years 
whe n it wa s ope ne d. La ter 'some Pi e rr e citizens purchas ed the pr operty . 
Amo ng tho se wh o secure d a n in terest wer e J . C. Eager, L. B. Alb r ight a nd 
Chas. H. Burke. Geor ge H . W ash burn wa s a la t er owne r ; h e s ti ll lauded 
the bene ficia l wa ter in the plunge. This la rge hotel wa s thorou gh ly ov­
erhauled an d im proved by the Myers H ot el Co., who s ti ll operate th e 
in stitution . 

The Old Street Cars 
Ed Eakin ca me down from the paren tal Sully coun t y hom e to atten d 

the P ie rre Uni vers ity in the fa ll of 1886. H e rela tes some ear ly day 
it em s. 

E a st P ierre had perhaps in th at day t he m ajor busi ness section of 
th e to wn . A la rge hotel . the W el Is' H ouse. s tood 1 block east of th e 
in ter secti on of Dakota aven ue and Harrison st ree t. W es t of t he Wells ' 
Ho us e there wa s a feed stor e and a fir e hou se in the same block ; west 
in the next block were ot her business ho us es an d a la rge ba nk 
buildin g. 

On the no r th s ide of Dak ota avenue oppo sit e the Wells ' H ouse ther e 
were two banks an d at t he west end of th e blo ck wa s the Waverl y Ho us e. 
later moved to W est P ie rr e and grea tly enla rge d. but retai ned the ori­
g in a l name. 

A street ca r line ran a long Dakota aven ue fro m the W ells' H ouse to 
the F irst National Bank corner. whil e another bran ch of the same li ne 
s ta rted fr om a poin t nor th of th e East P ierre dep ot an d ran n or th to 
Capita l avenue . th ence west to Central ave nue an d so uth to Dakota 
a ve nue and th ence ea st one block pas t th e Lock e h otel to mee t the 
ot her line a t the in tersecti on of P ie rre St. an d Dakota Ave. 

In t he block west of the W av erly hot el a nd on the nor th s ide of 
Da kota Av e. were se ve ra l busin ess houses, amo ng the m a drug store 
r un by Dr . Sprague. a pra cticing physician . Exten si ve coal sheds we re 
loca ted a long the railroad tracks an d a live ry barn was loca ted on th e 
si de oppo site fr om th e Sprague drug s tore. Thes e livery sta ble build­
ings were la te r m oved to t he Tyl er ran ch by Geo rge W . Lumley . Sr. an d 
a re yet part of tha t r an ch . 

\V. H . Well s was mana ger of th e str eet car line. The ca r barns wer e 
back of the W ell s hotel. The ca rs were pulled by mules or horses . P art 
of th e ca r barn ma te rial was moved to the McClure ran ch , 8 mil es dow n 
the ri ve r in th e ea r ly 90·s. 

Earliest Official County Records 
Ev idently the first book of proceedings for t his county is st ill in the 

possesston of th e county audit or. F rom t he minutes of the comm iss ione rs' 
pr oceed ings of Dec. 3. 1880. we find the foll owing : 

On mo tion the county seat wa s lo cated at Pi erre. Li censes to sell 
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intoxica ting liq uo r cost $300 yea rly , pa ya ble 6 mo nths in a dv a nce. 
L icenses at a la ter mee ti ng were granted to D. R. Mar tin, August H eine, 
Isa ac H. W es t , Murphy & La ndy, Si ck les & Caldwell, a nd others. 8 
Iicenses were issued on Dec.8. 

The cle rk, H. E . Dew ey, was in s truct ed to cor res pond wit h Mr . 
Hewit t : of the C. & N. \V. R. R . in Chi cago relative to securin g groun ds 
for publi c buildings. P erkins Bros., of Sioux Cit y an d Bo wen & Kings­
bury of Ya nkton Press & Dakotan pr esen ted the propos iti on of offer ing 
to furnishing record books a nd stationer y for the co unty offices. P ro­
ceed ings were ordered p r-inted in th e F t. P ierre Signal. 

\V. T. Dow wa s inst ru cted to go to Chicago and investiga te rel a tive 
to procuring material for a jail and a safe for th e county offices. T he 
sh eriff wa s ins tructed to inves ti ga te on e Jones a lleg ed to be se lli n g 
liqu or a t his Spring Cr ee k ra nch. 

On J an . 4 th e county wa s div ided into 3 commissioner di st ri ct s. 
No.1 an d NO.2 were in P ier re and No. 3 compr ised th e r es t of the county. 
A moti on was pa ssed to secure a box car fro m the Railway Co. for a ca la ­
boose. Th e sa la ry of th e clerk wa s fixed at $360 per ann um. 

The commiss ione rs a dve r tise d for bids for a ferry to ply be tw een th e 
foot of P ie r re str eet an d the mouth of Bad ri ver . Ads we re put in the 
county pap ers and th e Yankton Press & Dakotan. 

The proceed ings of Ap ril 4, 1881, take up co ns iderable space in r eo 
la ting an ouster attempt against clerk H. E. Dew ey, wh o wa s a lso regis­
tel' of deeds. Geo rge L. Ordway, W m. P . Ledwi ch and J oseph Reed were 
the county commiss ione rs . On ' this date Ordwa y is men ti on ed as ab ­
sent. Cha irman Ledwich after ca lling t he mee ti ng to order, handed a 
pap er to a bys tand er, Lev i J. Hamilton , to be read. A m oti on ca rrie d th a t 
it be read. Th e paper said, " ' Vhe reas a va can cy n ow exis t s in the office 
of register of deeds an d ex·omcio county cler k of Hu gh es Co., D. T., th ere. 
fore be it r esolved by th e board of county commissione rs of Hugh es Co., 
D. T., tha t sa id off ice is he reby declared va cant." 

The pap er wa s re tu rn ed to th e chairma n who immedia tely moved 
tha t th e resolution be ad opted an d vot ed "aye " as did Comm. Reed . 
Since th e m oti on ca rrie d, cle rk Dew ey ask ed for the r esolution that h e 
m ight record it, but was refused an d a commi ttee consis ti ng of Geo . H. 
Dr ew, R. S. Campbell, Ans on Hilger, S. M. Laird an d William Fres ch el 
were ·nam ed to take possess ion if it. T'hfs commit tee a ls o began to tak e 
s te ps to take poss es si on 'of th e reco r ds an d cor respon dence in the office of 
register of deed's. Dewey warned th em of the cr im inality of their a cts 
and a sked why th is mob ca me to di sturb or usurp the property of a duly 
fun ctioning officer . On e Henry Bender a ttached Mr . Dew ey for calling 
th e cr owd a mob (there were a bout 15 or 20) . Dr ew and Laird for cefully 
too k Dew ey who was se a te d on hi s desk toward th e door handling him in 
a viol en t man ner. Dew ey th en consen te d to leave vo luntarily. And th e 
"mob" proceed ed under the guidance of comm iss ione r Lewwich to pillage 
an d r ifle the pr operty under the custody of the register and cle rk ; also 
hi s private corresponde nce. Commission er R eed offere d no resis tan ce to 
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the un lawful action. A trunk was procu red at the Freschel store and all 
official papers pla ced within. Dew ey was asked to take hi s private 
papers and leav e. The board th en dep arted without r ecessing or ad­
jour ning. 

On the morning of April 5 wh en Dew ey returned to hi s customar y 
offi ce he found 2 men with pi stols placed the re by the commissione rs wh o 
warned him to stay away. Dew ey took his private papers to the Kelly 
Hotel an d ope ne d an office as r egi ster of deeds and coun ty c lerk. 

No fur the r commiss ione r pr oceed ings are r ecord ed in t h is book bu t 
its further pag es are dev oted to r ecords pertaining to the of fice of regis­
ter of deed 'S . 

It is presumed th at the beginning of records in this book is about 
th e first written official c ounty r ecord. Here is the wording : "Friday, 
Nov. 26, 1880, wm. P . Led wlch, Jo seph Reed an d Georg e L. Ord way 
having been a ppoin te d Commissioners by th e Governor a nd having dul y 
qualifi ed according to law, m et at Kelly's ho tel in Pierre in the said 
county and organized by electi ng Comm. Ledwich chair ma n. The followin g 
offi cers were a ppointed : R egis te r of Deeds, H . E . Dew ey; Sh eriff, Pat­
r ick ' V. Com ford ; T reasurer , Frank M. Allen ; Ass esso r, Ben C. Ash ; 
Superintendent of Sc hoo ls, wm. B. Williams ; Surveyor, P. Fr an k Mc­
Clure ; Coroner, Isaac H. W es t ; Constable, J oh n Calw el l. 

This Ambitious Character Has Seen Much 
At 6 o'c lock this morn ing I fell in to conve rs a tio n wi th Frank C. Smith 

on th e Ca pitol grounds as he was on h is way to op en t he equipment room 
and make r eady fo r the day 's wor k. The water is turned on the lawn 
earlie r on Monday because of non e bei ng used on Sunday . 

H e ca me to Yankton in 1880 an d arrived in Pierre in 1883 as one of 
the drivers for the Iow a & Mon tana Cattle Co., who were movi n g 1800 of 
cattle at th a t time wes t to Mon tana. The night before r ea chi ng P ie r re 
the cattle an d r iders r es ted near F arm Island. Frank was the only per­
son in the outfit und er 21; he wa s 19. H e went on wi th the ca ttle as fa r 
as th e Bla ck Hills an d then r e tu rned to Pi er re wh ere he has si nce r esided. 
The cat tle were taken on to Powder river. H is g randfa ther ca me here 
in '83 an d i's buried at Riverside. He wa s born in 1801. 

Th e marriage of Mr . and Mrs. Smith wa s solemnized in 1888, in the 
house now occupied by Mr s. G. H. Jaynes . The br ide wa s Lizzie B. Quinn. 
They had 1 son and 3 daughters, now a ll deceased . Frank drove a 
street car here in 1886-87. The operation of th es e slow moving vehi cles 
of t ransporta tio n wa s di scon tinu ed in 1907. 

H e r eme mber s the a dvent of the a utomo bile in th es e par ts . As an 
employ ee wi th th e Standard Oil Co. he filled the tank of L oui e Green­
ou gh 's ca r when it firs t ca me to Pi erre. H e worked for this concern for 
10 years; L. B. Al bright was man ag er. When n a tu ral ga s came int o 
commercia l u se .he re Mr . Smith sold ou t the oil delive ry equ ipment he 
had becau se he feared that it woul d cripple the k ero sene and gasoline 
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business , but at tha t time no on e anticipated th e m onstrous industry 
that would be built up in that lin e because of th e fuel used in tractors 
and autos . 

In 1911 it was very dry here and h e took hi s' teams to North Dakota 
wh ere crops were better and sold t he m . H e had done hauling of gravel 
an d sa nd for qui t e a time. H e hauled tha t material for the state house 
wh en built. He h elp ed to t ear down th e old ca pital building. Si nce 1912 
he has been quite conti n uo usly employe d a t th e state house and groun ds. 

When asked to com pa re hard times now and for me r ly h e said that 
he ha s known som e migh ty di ffi cult sea sons . He ha s hitch ed up a team 
ear ly in the morning and driven all over town mor e than once offe r ing 
to work for $1. pel' day a nd found none. H e ha s take n his fa m ily into 
the win ter withou t a dim e on hand. His cre dit wa s go od and he k ept it 
good and n ow ow es no one. P eop le are in clined to give up too eas ily 
and depend too mu ch on govern me nt assistance he feel s . 

-Bert L. Hall, May 17, 1937. 

Obershaw Ancestors Here In 1876 
H. C. Obersh a w did no t rea ch the coun ty till 1906 but has been an 

ac t ive ci ti ze n s ince. In 1913 he was wed to Sadie Davis a t Monmouth, Ill. 
At th at time sh e wa s em ploye d as a te ac he r at Roseville, Ill. 

H e has followed th e la nd bu siness and worked for the fed eral depart­
men t of ju sti ce from 1913-1925. His work had to do with en forcement of 
th e liquor laws and th e Mann Act. H e has been cit y and county justice 
for a n umber of t erms. 

Mr . Obersh aw and wif e have been active in ch urch work in the Con­
greg ational denomination . He has gon e th rough the prin cipal Masonic 
orders. At present he is Big Brother to cr ippled ch ildren for the Shrine 
hospital a t Minneapolis. Hi s services are lionated in th e interests of 
cha rity. 'H e i's a firm beli ev er in th e pos sib il ities of Pierre and is op· 
timistic a bout th e ret urn of bette r times. He is cons ide red on e of the 
outs ta nding Masons of the s ta te from the educati onal st an dpoin t. 

MI'. Obershaw 's an ces tors came from Normandy , France to Can ada, 
th en ce to this coun try and their annals rev eal that they were evide ntl y 
at Bad .r ive r mo uth in 1876. Previous ly this party had been to St. Lo uis 
and St. J oseph, now Missouri. Chas . De Land wa s ab le to tra ce so me 
of th eir operations through t he Missouri H istorical Society. Se e page 
118 of th e S. D. Historica l volum e pub li sh ed in 1918. H. C's. father W!lJS 

Gabriel Aubuch on but wh en he was naturaliz ed the judge wrote it as 
Obershaw, so s ince th en th e fa mily have r etai n ed the newer form. H is' 
parents were both born at se a . 

River Ferry Days 
Fifty years ago ' J ohn Olson and family moved h ere from North Da­

ko ta . The children were Alfred , Ed, George, H enry and Sev ert, deceased. 
J ohn was a river man as were a lso some of th e boy s. H e carried mal], 
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across the river from P ierre to Ft. Pierre for 8 yeans in a row boat. In 
pa rtnership with Rid Bruner and Lindsay, 9 motor launch es were in op­
era tio n at one time. Some were 30 and 40 feet long. Mr s . John Ol son di ed 
in 1913 an d her husband in Sept., 1926 , and both are bu ri ed in t he Fort 
Pierre ce mete ry. 

Rid Bruner now works for the Park Board in th e Black Hills . Of 
th e sons , Hen ry runs the fe rry at Rulo, Nebr. S ev ert ran the ferry at 
Deca teur until his dea th 3 years ago. His boat would car r y 10 ca rs at a 
tim e. 

Som e of the boa ts which us ed to ply up a n d down pa st h ere were, 
" City of F or t Pierre, " "Jim L eighton," "W. D. Waldon ." The las t tw o 
did co ns ide rable freigh ti n g acr os s for the railroad, transporting large 
numbers of ca t tl e an d h eavy f re ig h t. The " City of F ort Pierre " left 
here und er th e pil ota ge of the Senechal boys with a load of buffaloes for 
Omaha a nd so fa r as I know it wa s not brought back . 

- Alf r ed Ol son. 

Fur Traders On The Missouri 
On F ebruary 12, 1934 Zell Guthrie r ead a paper which he had pre­

pared on the a bove subjec t be fore th e Di ck ens Club. It was a m a ster­
ful t re a tme nt of the topic but s pa ce permits giving on ly tha t portion 
whic h pertai ns to local a cti v ity . 

..... 
Th e name Astor is th e m ost prominent in ear ly American fur t rading. 

The family became immensely wealthy although some of their m anipu ­
lations were of doubtful cha ra cter . At one tim e a half million m en could 
be mustered on a moment's notice, so ex te nsi ve was their op erations. 

The South Dakota Blue Bo ok gives u s. th ese fa cts. 
1743-The Verendryes ca me to the mouth of Bad River a nd vi sit ed 

Chi ef Little Che r r y 's village at th e present buffalo pasture. 
1796-Loisel built a post on Ceda r Island in th e Big Bend. 
1802-Trading post at Ce dar Island. Lewis and Cla rk m ention this 

po s t as 60 or 70 ft. square , built of r ed ceda r and pi cketed with the same 
m a terial. 

1808-The Saint Louis fur com pa n y organized for t rade on th e upper 
Missouri es ta blish ing a post in Loi sel 's house on Cedar Island. 

1810-Loisel's post burned with a large s toc k of 'fur s . 
1813-Manuel Li sa es ta bli shed a fort in th e Big Bend. 
1817-The fur trade r evives ; Joseph La Flramboise builds Fort T eton 

at Fort Pierre. H e ' was mixed Fren ch and Ottawa Indian. 
1855-Government buys Fort Pierre and General W . S. Harney brings 

1200 .soldler s to Pierre , where th e com m a n d was divided a nd spent a 
winter, most of them on P eoria bottom. 

Pierre Chouteau had the monoply of th e fur trade from about 1831 
to 1866, with Fort Pierre as the ce n te r post. Jim Bridger and Basil Clay­
m ore were fam ed traders . 
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A trader named Manuel Lisa, a Sp aniard, st arted th e fu r t rading in ­
du stry in th e vi cinity of P ierre in 1807 . 

So th e locality in whi ch we liv e is ri ch in the hi story of adventure , 
endurance an d romance; tha t F ort Pi erre was th e ce nter for tr ade of 
a va st te rritory. 

Early Freighting In Picture 
In the Pi erre National Bank hangs a large fram ed pi cture ta ken by 

R. L. Kelly n ear Ft. Meade in 1885. It s h ows th e fr eigh t out fits of tho se 
days as operated by th e Northwestern Transportation Co. and which 
pli ed betw een Piene and th e Bla ck Hllls befor e th e tim e of the r ailroad s. 
This outfit was known in local venacul ar as a "b ull train" and cons is te d 
of 10 yok e of oxen to each te am, with three wagons trailed . Wh en bad 
places in th e r ~ad were e ncountere d, th e trail wagons were pu ll ed 
through , one at a time. 

Rather a comple te stor y of th e outfit, giv ing names of th e drivel's, is 
listed with th e : picture. The information was given C. H. Fa les by 
Ma urice La ngdeau, who was on e of the bull whackers. 

I 

DeWitt IV. S. Scout, Guide , Interpreter, Citizen 
Loui s newiu has thi s to ' say about his origin: 

I have been asked by a good many of my fri ends to wr it e a story of 
my lif e and ex pe rie nces. It is dif ficult for one of my age and educa t ion 
to pr epare su ch an expos it ion. I had only meager schooling and am now 
over 80. I wa s born at old Fort Pi erre about 1855. Th e in forma ti on con­
ce rn ing my birth and ea rly years was giv en. me by Maj or Franklin J. De 
\Vi t t. My fathe r, a Fren ch-Canadian, went from Canada to St. Lou is, 
th en up to F t. Pi erre. I do not kn ow the year he reached there or th e 
year he married my mo th er. Sh e was a Si oux wom an of t he Yanktonais 
tribe, a niece of Bon e Necklace, head chie f of tha t tribe. All I r em ember 
is that we liv ed at Ft. Pi erre up to 1863 . My father died while I was 
quite young. 

W hen I was grown a Frenchman to ld me my father's la st nam e wa s 
Veaux ; anot he r party said hi s nam e wa s Vieu . I have a br oth er Cha rles , 
Iiv .n g on the Mor eau river. 

Charles Galpin wa s first in cha rge of th e Fort. He was follo wed by 
Ch arles Prem ea u. . The Rees coming down th e r iver in sk in boats gave 
tr ouble to the Sio ux . They kept hid in th e da y tim e and stole at night. 
In 1863 they ran off with my fath er 's horses . We were afoo t so my rath. 
er built a fla tb oa t in whi ch we could go down th e r ive r. 'We ra n in to 
so m e white me n on Ceda r Isl an d, cutting ceda r t rees to be used as pickets 
at Ft. Thompson . We s tayed with th ese men While th ey ma de rafts 
wh ich were used to make th e trip to Ft. Thompso n. Her e were more 
ca noes th an I had ever seen in my lif e before, belonging to th e Santee and 
\Vinn ebago Indians , who were held as pr isoners (mostly wom en). 
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De \Vitt and Mount 

After my father died I was taken care of by Major De Witt, who ran 
a store first at Ft. T hom pso n and la te r moved to Yankton. The De Wi tts 
were very good to me and led m e in th e right path for th ey were Chris­
t lans. Charles M. Sh eldon and I were sc hool chums and were pupils 
of Joseph Ward at Yankton. In 1927 we met again at a Yankton College 
Commencem en t after a sep ara tion of 51 years. Sh eldon wrote a num ber 
of popular religious works . on e of which is , " In His S tep s ." 

I was a party to many buffalo hunt s , on e being in terri tory , now 
Hugh es coun ty. Tha t wa s in 1864-65. \Ve sta rted a t Dry Run c reek and 
went to Med icln e Butte and waited for runners to bring in word wh ere 
buHa loes might be found. Often th eir presen ce could be learned by th e 
ris ing of dust. Tents were pitch ed in circ le s , with th e ponies staked 
within. This wa s a protection . against th eft by t he Rees . \Vhen r eady 
for th e chase the r iders were divided into 2 groups which attacked the 
.herd fro m opposite sides, So on buffal oes would be lying a bo u t wi t h 
arrows stick ing fro m t hei r s ides. The fe llo w who do wne d a cr itter got 
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t h e h id e bu t the meat was divided among those wh o d id th e work. The 
women performed m uch of th e labor outsid e of r iding. 

The De Wi t ts taught m e to seek good company; I joined a Temper­
ance soc iety ; they help ed m e -form good habits for wh ich I h a ve a lways 
been tha n k ful. I sang for a wh ile in the Congreg ational ch oir . When 
t he Major go t m e in May, 1866 I could not 'spe a k a wo rd of Engli sh . I am 
s orry of one thing ; th ese go od people wanted me to go on to s chool but 
I d idn 't and on "Wa s h in g t on' s birthday, 1876 I join ed a party of ov er 601 
m en going to the Bla ck H ill s. Dana Todd an d I were the youngest. N ea ~ 
Bu ffa lo Gap (no w) I killed a deer, a large b la ck tail. I was 21 a nd filed· 
on a mining cl a im in Rapid Canyon. I a lso h el ped la y ou t the to wn of 
Rapid City. 52 yea rs la te r I rod e up the ca n yon on the na r ro w gauge 
ra ilroa d and sa w t he log s hack I had, built a ha lf ce n t ury before. 

We a rrived in Custe r City in March, 1876. Most men were wearing 
the ir hair lon g. Ga m bli n g and dance ' halt s were th e m a in a m use ments. 
Dana 's brother John h ad loca ted in the Hills bef or e a n d he ca me for us 
in a cart drawn by a yo ke of oxe n. W e pa cked in our belongi ng s a n d 
wen t to his cam p near Rapid Creek . \Ve we nt wa sh ing for gol d bu t had 
l it tl e success: it was not un common fo r me n t o be killed and r obbed 
after t hey s ecure d go ld. They charge d u s $1 "a pie ce for the le tter s we 
got. I joi ned a ba ll team an d J. E. Zi ebach , now pr esident of the J e rauld 
Co unty Ba n k was the , capta in. In May of ' 76 I rea ch ed Rap id City, t hen 
a few log ho uses, a n d after getting a par ty of a bou t 60 togethe r we se t 
out for Ft.. Pi erre. From there I went to Ya n kton on a fla t boa t. The next 
spring I joined a n ex pe dit ion to the Ye llowstone co untry in W yom in g. 
I had to go to Cheyen n e agen cy by stage a n d there enlisted a'S a U. S. 
Ind ia n Sco ut. In April , 1877 the expedition started west un der the , co rn­
mand of Gen. Ba ul. 10 In di an scouts we re in the pa r ty, a ll full bloo d 
Sioux except myself; I was th e youngest. W e went by boa t with our 
sc ou t po ni es aboard a n d it took 4 month s to reach a pla ce wh ere we buil t 
Ft. Custer. W e we re looking for Sitting Bu ll b ut fa iling to find his band , 
I got permissio n to retu rn to t he Cheyenn e r iv e r country wh ich I di d in 
August, 1877. My d iary used on this trip is file d with th e Dept. of History. 

I a cted a s scout- during the mapping of the Morea u ri ver co un t ry 
an d in 1878 wa s in t e r pre te r in the U. S . co urt at Rapid City. I le ft there 
with th e 7th U. S. Ca va lry on the Dull K nife campaign in th e Bad Lan ds 
an d Sand H ill s of Nebraska . After ward I wa s a U. S. Pony Expre ss 
ri der from F t. P ierre to Lan ce Creek H ol es in Wy om in g. 

I have been go ve rnment boss her der , governme nt s chool farmer and 
in 1898 I wa s in W a s hi ng ton with a del ega ti on of Sioux In dians a nd we 
.s h ook han ds with Pres. Wm. McKinley. 

I wa s with a de ta chmen t wh ich campe d on S lim Buttes battlefield 
the da y afte r hostil ities ce a s ed. W e were d ispatched to scout this region 
in 1877. In September 1878 I was de tailed with L ie ut enant Hoffman to ' 
m ake a ' m a p of the S lim Buttes territory. 

I prize very m u ch le tte r s of en dorsem en t wh ich commen d m y se r ­
vices wh ich ' were sen t me vol untar ily from C. J , Cran da ll, fo r me r Indian 
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School Sup erintend ent; E . A. Da rlington , Brig. Gen . Regimen t 5; M. V. 
Wo lf', Low er Br ule Ag ency Farmer; Dr . Doane Ro binson, Hi stor ian 
Emer it us of South Dakota. I value very mu ch enc ourage ment r eceived 
from Geo. 'V. Webb, edit or of "Winn ing of t he West, " pu bli shed at St . 
Joseph, Mo., who has shown considerab le inte res t in my expcrt en ces. 

nr--n~=1~~a~~%.-=} 
lA-O. O.. l( o..M.j 

Reprod uct ion of H onor a ble Disc harge given De Witt in May, 1881 

Note : Above mater ia l is gleaned fro m data furnished to Dept. of H is tory 
in 1935 by Bert L. Hall . 

Leeper Family History 
Th e ea rly history of any pion eer se t tle me n t must of necess ity fol­

low th e activities of it s firs t se ttle rs . Pioneer charac te rs have ;been 
gen erally a bove th e average in qualities of lea dership and orga ni za tio n, 
and since have proven t his ability by long years of publi c servic e to 
their communities . The his tory of H ug hes count y is no excepti on to 
this rul e. Many peo ple prominent in the ea r ly hi story of this cou nty, 
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are stlJl lead e r s of abilit y and it is fitting that thes e nam es should be 
r ecog nized . 

Wdlltam J. Leeper wa s one of th e pion eer r esi den ts of Hu ghes 
co unty who ha d pr evi on sl y spen t many ye a rs in other par ts of Dak ota , 
coming first to Yankton in 1871. In a few years th e new s of the d is­
covery of gold in th e Black Hills se nt thousands of people int o the 
hitherto unsettled Indian terr itory. Mr. L eeper then left Yankton for 
Dea dwood and participated in the go ld rush ther e. He sp ent th e next 
few years before coming to H ugh es county a t Fort Pi erre, where h e was 
e ngage d in business. 

After leaving Fort P ierre he took up his first re side nce in Hughes 
county a t Pi erre. The town at th at time was ce n te re d in the mud flats, 
bordering th e Mis souri river, a nd the ea r ly r es iden t s file d homest ead 
c la ims on t he ground ab ove this wh ere th e pr es en t day "hill " res iden­
ti al and bu siness sectio n of Pi erre is now loca ted . Mr . Leep er set tle d 
on on e of th ese homes teads, hi s claim contain ing the portion of land 
wh ere th e Hughes coun ty cour t house is now located . 

Pi erre was a fast growing city an d became th e coun ty seat of 
H ugh es county. W hile r esddlng in P ierre W . J . Leeper wa s on th e board 
of coun ty com missione rs, this gro up of which he wa s a me mber, su p­
e r intended the buildi ng of the first H ug hes county cour t hou se. 

An ea rly editi on of th e Blunt Advocate records th at W. J . Leep er 
was on e of th e first r esidents of Blunt, in H ughes coun ty, coming in Jan­
uary, 1882. He had a large part in laying ou t and planning th e original 
town, wh ic h rivalled surrounding ones a s a trading center for the ne w 
territory. 

After coming to Blunt he married Mrs. Katherine Congdo n. T hey 
had two sons, Warren Sew ard Leeper, born in 1886, and Robert E. 
L eep er, born on 1893. Three years later in 1896 'V. J . Leeper died an d 
wa s buried in th e ce me te ry at Blunt. . 

W . S. Leep er, who s t ill resides in Blunt, has been engaged in th e 
g rain bu siness in this locali ty for many years and is th e postmast er at 
the pres ent ti me. In 1908 he married W inifred Gunsalu s of Blunt. They 
have three childr en, Virgin ia , now Mr s. L. B. Long, of Chancell or, S. D., 
Kathryn and Warren, who reside ot Blunt. 

R. E. Leep er married Mildred Freshom, of Blunt, in 1917. After 
living in Blunt for a few years th ey moved to Minneapolis, Minnesota 
wh ere th ey now reside. They have on e daughter, Shirley. 

Charles E. DeLand 
Charles E. De Land, old time resident of P ierre, pa ssed away so me 

tim e Monday n ight at hi s home in th e De Land build ing, wh er e he oc­
cupied room s, and maintain ed an off ice . Yesterday morning he wa s found 
dead in bed by a ho usekeep er who came to arrang e h is rooms, as was 
her daily cus tom. 

Mr . De Land came to Pi erre in th e ea r ly '80's , and has con ti nuously 
main tai ned a law pra ctice in th e c ity. H e would have been 82 years 
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old · next mo nth, having been born in Kirklan d township, Oneida county. 
New York, January 6. 1854. He was educated in 'Whitestown Sem inary, 
and admitted to practice la w in Illi n ois in 1878, subsequently he wa s ad­
mitted to practice in South Dakota in 1883, and op en ed his offi ce in 
Pi erre. He was the author of sev eral la w journals. ha s written several 
books ba sed upon historical fa cts of th e west. and a number of fiction 
nov els . He traveled quite exte ns ive ly at on e period in h is lif e . a nd be­
longed to a number of civic an d social organizations of th e cit y. He wa s 
presid ent of th e State Hi storica l Society. reporter for the Supreme Court , 
and cit y attorn ey. At on e tim e in th e ea rly days of this community h e 
had cha rge of th e bu sin ess for th e \Ves te rn Town Lot Company, an d wa s 
very active in th e in corporation busines s in South Dakota before th e laws 
were changed. 

Mr. De Land n ev er married , and lea ves to mourn his demise a s his 
closest relative, Mis s Sophie G. De Land , a si ster.-Daily Reminder, 1936. 

De La n d Ree Arrow H ead Collection 
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Jordan Family 
Danfor th Quint Jordan wa s born n ear Earlville, Illinois, May 3, 1851. 

Orphaned in childhood, h e wa s reared by an old er sis te r in th e Ki ckapoo 
River Vall ey, Wisconsfn, about forty miles from La Crosse. 

When a young man he returned to Illinois and sp ent his summers 
working on a farm and his winters teaching sc hool. ' It wa s during this 
period tha t he married Ella Floren ce Hobbs who had migrated fro:n 
Portland, Maine, and she wa s also en gaged in t ea ching. They farmed 
near Dwight. Dr . Leslie E. Keeley who became famous becau se of hi s 
cure for drunkenness lived near th em. 

In F ebruary, 1883, Mr. Jordan left his family in Chicago and came 
to Huron. Th e trip required 2 weeks owing to heavy snow blockades 
in Minnesota. R. R. rolling stock was in sufficient to m eet the demand 
and th e party with which he was identified dared not all leave the 
coach .at Mankato, fearing that the car would be r eturn ed to Chicago 
and they be left stranded in Minnesota. 

May, 1883, found the Jordan family living in th eir fir st Dakota home 
a t Blunt wh ere Mr . Jordan was a ssociated with th e ea rlies t paper pub­
Iished th e re. 

In 1884 the Jordans left Hughes Co., and for e ighteen years r esided 
in Onida helping to es tablis h that communitv. 

Early in 1902 D. Q. Jordan came to Pierre to work on a se t of 
ab stra ct books for th e Gas Belt Land and Abstract Co., and became 
th ei r abs tractor. Later he opened an office for himself and pra ctised 
Land Law before th e Un ited States Land Offi ce for se ve ral years. 

In East Pierre Mr. Jordan purchased a hou se and five city lot s, 
despite th e of t rep eated warning that not even grass wou ld grow in tha t 
particul ar spot because of gumbo. Being sk ill ed horticulturists the 
Jordans succeede d in making th eir pr em is es on e of Pi erre' s beauty spots . 
Som e t wo doz en varieties of roses together with oth er flow ers, shrubs , 
small fruit s, apples and che rr ies gave abundan t return for intelligent 
care. 

Because of increa sing deafn ess Mr . Jordan was compelle d to close 
hi s offi ce and a bout th e beginning of th e World 'Val' was employe d as 
painter in th e Pi erre repair yards of th e C. & N. W . R. R. He was re tired 
at the age of sev enty. 

Then ceforth all his t im e was devoted to horticulture. He expe r i­
men ted with seedling apples and che rr ies and liv ed to sa m ple th e frui t 
from t hese trees. Hi s se lf-planted bla ck walnut carhe in to bearing 
and a fin e young or ch ard of apples and che r r ies was started . 

Then ca me drought, grasshopper s and old age. Th e combina tio n 
was to o mu ch for eve n hi s 'bold spiri t. Desire Jaile d and in November, 
1935, Mr . and Mr s. Jordan went to live with th eir old er daugh ter, Mrs . 
J . P . Williamso n, in Onida. Ther e Mr s. J ordan departed this lif e April , 
11, 1936, following a paralytic stroke. Mr . J ordan joined her J an. 4, 
1937, because of hear t failure following a :bronch ial, a ttack. 

-By Mrs. Ethel Sa mue l (a dau gh ter) . 
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The Whitchers Arrive in 1908 
c. c. Whitcher, wife and son, Mark, came in that year from Lisbon , N. 

H. Mr. Whitcher purchased Judge Corwin Mead's insurance bu sin es s. In 
October, 1912 in partnership with Billie Borst, th e Masters an d Fuller 
furniture store wa s purchased. Mr. Borst had built T emple Court in 1908. 
Th e c ity offices were in th e bas em ent at that time. For a number of 
years Mr. Whitcher was a U. S. Court Commissioner. 111 1914 he went to 
th e west coas t to engage in business. His son Mark has continued to man­
ag e th e local furniture an d in surance business. Mrs. Carrie Whitcher has 
not only been a tirel es s helper but ha s devoted mu ch time to Red Cro ss 
activities. Sh e a ssumed th e duties of secre ta ry of tbe Pierre-Hug hes 
County Chapter in 1917. That organization was very active for a mum­
bel' of years and still exceed s it s quota at eac h a nn ual mern'bersh ip Hal! 
Call. 

Carrie is a devoted E astern Star. Du e to an a ccid ent on Dec. 33, 1934, 
sh .s ha s been confined to her room s in Temple Court. 'She maintains a 
per ennial cheerful a tt'i tude and her many fri ends are pleased at s igns of 
her im provem en t. 

Mike O'Brien Arrives, Too 
Michael O'Brien, born in Iow a City in 1879, came to Blun t in July, 

1906. He engage d in business th ere for 6 years but spen t th e next 18 
years on th e farm n eal' th ere. Later he was in Canning 3 years and after 
tha t moved to Pi erre. A blu shing young lady, Lou Ella Grey, had arrived 
in the county 2 years before Mik e and in 1911 he persuaded her to be­
come his bride. The knot was ti ed at Highmore and hae remained se­
curely ti ed . Margery is th e only child. 

MI'. O'Brien has been a subs tanti a l citizen and was a clo se contende r 
for th e offi ce of she riff in 1936. 

Oth ers in Blunt who should be listed with the pioneers are Leon an d 
Gus Howard who came ea rly and stuc k thru th e fat and lean years in , 
th e hardware bu siness and farming; th ey also maintained a black smith 
shop in connecti on with th e implem ent business . 

Within the la st two years Cha r les H ess, Sr., pas sd away. Sin ce ea rly 
days he has been a familial' figure about town and wa s many years in th e 
j ew elry business . He farm ed a quarter north of the Jo e Higgins pla ce 
for some tim e. 

Joe Rein, living near th e Sully county line, is a broth er-in-law to 
win and Herb E ck ert, and is an old resident. His wife is dead. E . E. 
St ev en s liv ed south of town for many years, in fa ct until hi s death in 1935. 

Gordon St ew art has built up a well-improved farm st ead neal' F elicia 
sc hool west of town. Will McIlravy .sh ould be among those named. 
Among th e first who came and stuck were William and Thomas Jane. 
Thomas has a son, Fred , who farms outside of town . The e lde r J anes 
have retired a nd liv e in town. Mr s. Thomas Jane ha s been a patient 
sufferer from rh eumati sm for a long time. Th eir hom e exe m pli fied 
honesty, thrift and religions zeal. -M. O. 
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HARROLD ADORN S THE LANDSCAPE� 
Harry McQueen Writes 

My fathe r, E . R. McQ ueen ca me h er e in F ebrua ry of 1883 and es ­
ta blis hed a hom e for th e family, who ca me the la tt e r par t of March, 
an d moved out on our hom es t ead 2V2 mil es west of Harrold. I wa s t he n 
12 yea rs old a nd hav e lived in th is county ever sin ce. I atten de d t he 
fir s t sc hoo l he re in 1883-1884. I hav e s ee n the ups an d downs of this 
countr y and a m still a li ve an d ki cking. Alth ough I hav e travel ed east, 
west and south , th ere is no place like South Dakota for me a nd so 
gu ess I will s tay it out. I am th e only one in town at presen t , who 
has been here a ll t hese years. 

Ha rrold was founded in t he sum me r of 1883 on th e banks of Medi­
cine cree k 42 miles eas t and n or th of P ie r re a nd wa s nam ed after 
Harrold R. McCullough , an officer of th e C. & N. W . Ry . Mike F eeney , 
ow ner of the townsite at th at time, sold ou t to a man named Ca vanaug h 
for $3,000, wh o wa s th e founder of Harrold. Population in 1883 wa s 
500 persons. 

W oodruff, McGaffee, Lewis , Snider and Morrill operat ed the fir st 
grocery stores ; E . R. McQu een an d Com pany, th e first hard ware sto re 
and lumber"yard . Byron Brady, th e fir st saloon. H . O. Bes ancon, th e 
fir s t news ppaper, th e Harrold Star. Li chtenwallne r, Erdman , J ames A. 
Bell, Forest G. Sm all, were fir st lawyers. The fir s t postmaster, W. H . 
Harmon. Laird Norton &' Co., Grigor & Wilcox, ran lumberyards . Ho tel s 
were Lilly, Randall, Sh eldon. Farr & Beedl e handled gen eral merchan­
di se. Smith was the fir st depot ag ent. 
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Harrel d 's fir st F ourth of July ce le bration in 1883 was a grand s uc­
cess. Th e weather wa s fine ; t he m orning ca n non ade ope ned the day 
with a boom ; at s un rise a beauti ful large flag was s t re tc hed across 
Wyman Aven ue. A s ta nd fo r th e s peake rs wa s a rranged near the 
Sheld on H ou se ; th e gl ee club ope ne d .t he exe rc ises by singing "America ." 
G. F. Moulton , William R eading, F . P . Fo ste r, B. F . Latta a ppea re d on 
the program. W . L . Li chtenwallner gave t he principal a ddre ss extolli ng 
th e m eri ts of Dakota . Gallager a nd Sh eld on sh ow ed up well in th e ball 
gam e. The horse ra ces m ad e a fine sh ow. Van Valkenburg won the 
longes t jump, 16 feet and 9 in ch es . 

Following t he display of fir e works in the evening a grand ball wa s 
held in th e Cox H ot el. William Summerside was Marshal of th e day. 
The affair wa s a bi g success. 

Here are .sorne of the old timers sti ll li ving : Addie E. Lea ch , 87 
years old; Mrs . Sarah Summerside , 88; Mr s . Ruth Woodruff, Rapid City, 
72; Mr s. Mike F een ey , 82 ; Ernest Nothdurft; Mrs. Carey Eisemann; 
W . A. Lichtenwallner, Los Angeles; Harry E . McQueen. Th e la st named 
is th e Mayor of Harrold, consi sting of about three hundred population. 
Fred J . Suhn is cl erk ; A. V. Goodrich, trea surer. 

P ierre Un ive rsit y 

In th e fall of 1884 we moved to Pierre , wh ere I went to high sc hool 
under teach ers Eppie McMillan and Prof. McCl elland ; a ls o wen t to t he 
Pierre Unive rs ity for a short term in 1888. Dr . Blackburn, Frank A. 
Farrar an d Henry P . Wilber were instructors. My class mates were 
Emma and Glenn W ells, Justin Sprague, Wi nnie and Ali ce Geltz, J oe 
Geiger, Albert Deffenbach, Wilmer Nel son , Stillman Hudson, Sybil Samlss, 
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Addie Sebree, Fanny K inn e, Max Keh r, ZelI Guthrie, Mary Davi s, E ls ie 
Glea son , Kru se Maddsen , J ohn Ca nno n, Mrs. Cha s. Blackburn, Jim 
V' es tover, Tom Phillips and Maurice McMill an. 

- Harry E. McQu een. 

Early Days III Hughes County 
"Th ey ha ve ju s t lyn ch ed one of the leading men of our new home. 

to wn," was the statement with whi ch fathe r s tartl ed grandmother an -I 
me as he looked up fr om th e new spaper he was rea ding whil e on the 
train returning t o Harrold, Dakota Territory, wh ere he had located the 
year before, in 1883, fro m a t rip to New York State to bring th e 
family west. 

"Wha t did the y lynch him for?" I qu av erlngly ask ed . 
"For killing a man with a hatch et." 
This gruesome murder-lynching tra gedy, recalled by most people 

locally, filled my youthful mind with some misgivings about the de­
s ira bili ty of Hughes county as a pla ce to build a new home, but these 
thoughts vanished after arriving in Harrold and being welcomed by the 
kindly, ho spitable people who had loca ted th ere, filled with bright hope 
for the future, and, needl ess to say, th e Bell-Small tragedy did not serve 
a s a true picture of th e coun try or as an example of th e ordinary pas­
time of its people. 

Th e year before, 1882 saw a great Influx of homesteaders. Occu­
pied cla im shac ks were a ll over the count ry, and Harrold and Blunt, with 
trade territories reaching far to th e north and south, wer e busy and 
prosp erous. A marvelous crop was produced and eve ryone was happy 
and hop eful. Most of th e peopl e were not farmers-they were merely 
homesteaders. Th ey mortgaged the ir homesteads for $600- the stan­
dard hom estead mortgage, those days-and drifted back to th eir former 
hom es. A slump Inevitably followed . Th e loan compa nies that fore­
close d th ese mortgages, later sold the land for $100 per quarter. Later 
th e upward trend came, supported by actua l farm ers and stockmen. 

Ev eryone before leaving the ea s t had ac qui re d an exa gge ra te d Idea 
of everything in the west. Th ere was fear of cyclone s, and the school 
board at Harrold had a cyc lone cave large enough to hold all th e child­
ren and cons tr ucted so tha t th ey could rea ch it in about two jumps from 
the sc hool house door. Another terror for the new arrivals was prairie 
fires , especially after th e great fire that burned down through Potter, 
Sully and Hughes coun ti es, crea ti ng su ch destruction that con tr ibutions 
of clothe s and food .from th e ea s t were a cceptable. Then th ere were 
the springs wh en thousands of ca ttl e died, and other years wh en ' th ere 
was great loss by cattle dis ease. These are the high points of hard­
ship and misfortune which stand out prominently in memory, but it must 
be borne in mind that along with th em were highlights...of Happiness, 
Prosperity and Development. 
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Main 'Str ee t, Wyman Av enue in Harrold before the fire in 1909,� 
Looking North� 

Bu t I hav e been a sk ed to relate a personal experien ce: 

An Ind ia n Sc a re 

In th e fall of 1891, as a result of a " Mes s ia h" cra ze a mong th e In­
dian s of th e Rosebud , Pine Ridge. an d Che ye n ne : th er e appeared danger 
of a r eal outbreak. which partly dev eloped , and ca me to a clim ax in the 
Battle of Wounded Kn ee . With the Crow Cr eeks and the Low er Brules 
only a few mil es south of us, th e re was cons ide ra ble un ea siness a t 
Harrold. 

This un ea sine ss a rose to inten se alarm early on e eve n ing wh en " 
one-armed frontier ca t tleman , Sam Bagman, whose ranch was on th e 
border of th e Crow Cr eek r eservation, drove into Harrold and gave out 
the n ew s that th e Crows, in war pain t, and newly a rme d, were assem bling 
and th e suppos it ion was that th ey were going to join th e Cheyennes . In 
this ev ent, their direct route would be through th e town of Harrold. 

The a la rm t he report crea te d ca n hardly be r ealized in thes e pea ce­
ful times. Th e word was hurriedly pas sed around and the townspe ople 
assembled at th e Sh eldon House- later th e Hall Hotel-to es ta blis h 
a point of defense, bringing with them eve ry firearm th er e was in town. 
As darkness enve lope d the town , th e Indians from whom th e towns­
people had for severa l years 'bought plums and fen ce pos ts, seeme d 
transformed into bloody savages, and th e nervousness ' of th e people 
crowde d in to th e hotel in cr eased . 

-132­



T wo other yo ung fello ws of my age, 16, a nd my sel f, we re a ppoin te d 
t o stand gu ard ju s t beyond th e outsk irts of to wn on th e road leading 
in fro m th e sout h , fr om which di rection it was beli ev ed th e Indians 
would come about mi dnigh t. Our se le ctio n as gua rd sm en was no co m­
pliment to our pr ow ess . We were in structed to . fire three shots wh en 
we saw th e Ind ian s a pproa ch ing, a nd th en run for the hotel. It wa s 
a rgue d that we could probably run fa ster th an th e old er men. 

Rerlmen in Full Rega lia 

Th e re was enough thrill in th e s it uation to keep us wa tch ful and on 
our toes the first few ho ur s, but wh en midnigh t had pa ssed a nd th e 
m oon ca me ou t in full , a nd no Indians had shown up , th e job becam e 
irksom e, and we began looking around for a little exciteme nt. A short 
di stan ce fro m where we were stationed wa s a lone house occupied by 
a half-witted fe llo w (or was he'!) named Dick Spillman, th e only person 
who had declined to take th e Indian sc a re se r ious ly and had remained at 
hom e. W e decid ed to give him a scare. Forgetting that three s hots In 
quick suc cess ion had been th e s igna l ag reed upon to give th e people 
in th e hot el warning of th e approach of th e Indians, we each took a 
shot at the ch imney of Dick's house. 

The sho ts brought results-immediately, bareh eaded a nd half 
clo the d, Dick dashed out of the house , pi ck ed up an ax a nd took after 
us , fillin g th e a ir with cra ze d yells. At th e same time hi s yell s s ta m pe de d 
a bunch of horses grazing out of our sigh t on th e opposite' s ide of th e 
house. Th ey , to o, followed the sa me course we were taking toward th e 
hotel. W e had no time to observe that th e horses were not mounted by 
Indians, but our imaginations were working as fa st as our legs . Directly 
in our path wa s the drainage ditch from th e artesian well. \Ve missed 
th e culver t and lIoundered in to and through the di tch , dropping our guns 
for which we had no use. All we wanted wa s m or e legs and more time. 

Dick a nd th e horses stoppe d at th e ditch but we could still feel 
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th em fan nin g our coatta ils a s we burst through th e office door of th e 
hotel. Our violent entrance so closely following th e si gn al shots pro­
du ced pandemonium. Child re n shrieke d and wome n fain te d, while men 
da sh ed to th e window s and thrust the ir guns through to s ta rt th e de­
fen se. Vcl urn'inous ex pla na ti ons followe d a lmost immediately, bu t the 
explanations fell flat. We three guardsm en were not received with 
hon or s. W omen a nd girls d id not fall upon our n eck s and em brace 
us . No laurel wr ea th s were plan ted up on our brows. I recall th a t se ve r­
a l of th e ag ita te d men co nfe rred some kind of a title or name up on me, 
bu t it wa s no t " Da vy Crocket t." Oth er heroes who took par t in the de­
fe nse of Harrold, whose names I r ecall n ow, were Wa rd Sh eld on , Harry 
McQ uee n, John Whal ey, Orrin Ramsd ell , W. A. Litchenwallner, Col. T. 
H. Leach and oth er s . 

Th e arme d warrior s th a t Ba gm an had seen were a group of Indi ans 
returning fro m Fort Thompson agency wh ere, a long wi th their reg ula r 
food issu e, th ey had received so me ni ce, new bri ght cook ing u ten sil s , 
whi ch glistening in th e sun, appeare d to be n ew firearms to the over­
wrought mind of Bagman. 

- Cla ire E. Be sa nco n- Black Hills Prin te ry. 

J. A. McGaffee Obituary 
Th e Unseen Gues t ente red our mids t s ile ntl y Tu esday, Dec. 11th a t 

11 a.m., and calle d anoth er of Harrold's old est and most beloved ci t ize ns. 
Th e ca ll wa s answered by James Ad elbert McGa ffee who wa s born at 
Naples, Ca ndagua co unty, New York, on J an . 15, 1849. In 1857 he moved 
with hi s parents to Somerset Center, Mich ., wh ere he liv ed un til th e 
spr ing of 1883, wh en as a young man he ca me to Harrold. H e held a 
partnership in on e of the fi rs t stores built in Harrold, but lived on his 
claim south of town. 

On Feb . 24, 1885, he was married to Cyn thia Ann Jackson, of P itts­
ford, Mich ., and he wi th hi s bride settled on their cla im in Web s ter Twp. 
Later the y mov ed to th e old home fiv e mil es sout h of town wh ere his 
family grew to maturi ty. Ten years ago he came to Harrold wh ere he 
resided at th e time of hi s death. 

To this home were born eight child re n , James having preceded his 
father in death on Oct. 7, 1918. He leaves to mourn hi s loss, hi s wife 
and sev en children ; Lee of Highmore, Mrs. Etta Grove of Ellensburg, 
Wash., Edna of Chi cago. Evangelistic Institute, Perry of Rous seau, 
Christy and Walter at home, and Clinton who is pa stor of the Methodist 
churc h at White River. Also a nephew and family at Rousseau a n d ten 
grand children, besides , a host of sorrowing fri ends who will miss hi s 
Christian fellowsh ip a n'd righteous influence. 

For many years he ofHcially fill ed township an d school positions 
of r esponsibility, a nd ente red into th e vartous phases of his communit y 
lif e. Mr . McGaffee with hi s wife joined th e Methodist churc h of Harrold 
32 years ago; th eir hom e always being a ha ven for pastors , eva n ge lists 
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and a ll Chr is t ian work ers. Of th e pr es ent churc h he was on e of the 
cha rte r members, an ardent worker and supporter of th e doctrines of 
Methodi sm , expe r ie ncing th e es sentials for an a bunda n t ent rance at the 
Master's comin g. The pr esent church and parsonage s tan d as a mem­
orial to hi s prayers, hi s labors, hi s gifts and his conti nous interest in 
things e te rna l. He wa s a consta nt r ead er of hi s Bible and a deep 
studen t of ch urc h literature. Mr. McGa ffee ha s been a conttno us mem­
ber of the local churc h board s ince its organization a nd his wis e counse l 
and a bunda nt labors will be greatly, greatly missed . Truly he wa s a 
workman that need eth not be ashamed. 

- Dec. 20, 1934, Harrold Journal. 

An Early Catt le Man 
My hnsband, John Laughlin, ca me to Hughes County in th e fall of 

1883, and filed on a homestead south of Harrold , in th e township of Web­
ster. We lived on this homest ead until 1913. 

I came to South Dakota in May, 1884 with an infant son . 
My husband was a s tone cutter by trade, and continued working at 

th e trade after homest eading here. He went to Chicago and cut stone 
for th e Chi cago Postoffice, al so worked In Winona and Ro ch ester, Min­
n esota , cut ti ng stone for th e large buildings th ere. I remained in South 
Dakota on t he cla im, and he made trips ba ck and forth in th e summer 
bu t spen t the en ti re winter in South Dakota. 

We farmed the first years we were here, and th en in 1888, we started 
in th e ca t t le business. My hu sband purchased ca t tle in Iowa and wa s 
just returning home with them at the time of th e big blizzard of 1888. 
H e wa s layed over at Tracy , Minnesota with th e cattle for a week , be­
ca use of th e se ve re storms, but was for tunate en ough to not lose any of 
th e cat tle. We were a lso lu cky to have plenty of food and coal, so that we 
did not suffe r an y during th e winter storms. 

In the fa li of 1890 th er e was a n Indian sc are, so I took my fam ily 
of four small children a nd wen t to Iowa, and rem ain ed th ere with rela­
tives through the winter. My hu sband and brother remained on the 
ran ch, th ey gained fri endship with the Indians, and on various occasion s, 
fed t he m and traded with them. 

In 1892 we had a very hard winter, and many people lost lots of 
stock, du e to la ck of feed an d poor barns. 

The win ter of 1895-96 my hu sband wa s ill , and in bed for sev en 
mon th s. W e had great difficul ty getting medical attention for we had 
to ca ll a physi cian fr om Pi erre, forty mil es away, and in those days the 
mod e of travel wa s very slow. He recov ered and wa s able to be out in 
June. With th e kind help of our neighbors we managed to get along 
without any sp eci al hardships . We had a very se ve re winter and a cold 
late spring and it too k a lot of hard work to keep the s tock from perish­
ing. \Ve nev er fa rme d very exte ns ive ly bu t always put up ab out four or 
five hundred tons of hay each year. 
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In 1910-11 th e ha y crop wa s scarce but we harvested th e Ru ss ian 
this tles an d s tac ke d a ll the a va ila ble hay. The hay crop was mu ch 
bett er here tha n in th e wes tern section of the state, for my hu sb and 
wintered abo ut three hund red head of ca t tle for a wes tern rancher. 

In th e fifty-on e years I have liv ed here in South Dak ot a , I have 
nev er expe rienc ed dus t stor ms tha t wer e to be compa red with the 
du st of th e past on e and on e-half years. W e had lot s of ho t wind s in 
t he 'summer but not a ccompanied by th e dust. 

In th e summe r of 1916 we had a very se vere wind s torm, blowing 
a wa y fro m us , a n entire secti on of ha y that had just been raked . In the 
win ter we ha d man y Iblizza rds with sno w two or three feet deep on t he 
lev el. 

My hus ba nd was los t in sev era l of th ese blizzard s bu t in eac h case 
ga ve th e horses a free r ein an d th ey wen t strai ght ho me. 

\Ve sold our hom es tea d in 1913, and moved to Hyde County where 
we liv ed fo r nine years. My hu sb an d pa ssed aw ay that ye a r and I 
moved to Ha rr old a nd buil t a res iden ce whe re I have mad e my home 
since th at da te. 

- Kat ie M. Laughlin . 
(Mother of Mr s. Floren ce Martin, of Harrold .) 

William Summerside 
George Summe rs ide, a civil enginee r, and his wife , Mary, E ngli sh 

peopl e living in Lond on wen t to Pi sa , It al y, Where, hired by George 
Stephen son . inventor of the first success ful st eam engine. in 1814, laid 
ou t a railroad from the re to F lor en ce. \Vhil e th ere a so n. \ViIli am , was 
born to th em . 

\Vh en William wa s 8 years of age they mov ed to the U. S. an d af ter 
a short v isit with relatives in Boston loca ted on a farm near Black 
E ar th , Wi scon sin. 

At th e age of l !l William joined t he Union army a s a private in 
Ba tt ery M, F'lr at Wlseou s tu H eavy Artillery . \Vh en di scharged a t th e 
end of th e war he attended a business college in Chi cago for ab ou t a 
year and for th e next fe w years worked a s a clerk in stor es in Minnesota 
an d Neced ah , 'Wis consin. 

In 1869 he mov ed to Neillsvill e, \Visconsin, wh ere he and a brot her­
in-law en gage d in the gen era l mer chandise bu sine ss an d in cutti ng a 
million fee t of pin e logs for Governor C. C. Washburn. 

In 1883 hi s do ct or ordered a change of cli mate so he and h is fa mily 
came to Harrold , South Dakota, and engaged in th e lumber, hardware, 
r ea l es ta te a nd ranching busin es s. He took an active part in promoting 
the welfare of t he comm un ity. 

.Mr, Summerside was e lec te d a member of th e first terri torial legi s­
lature and twice a member of th e sta te legis la tu re, 

In 1909 he bought a home in Pi erre. He passed a wa y on August 15, 
1915. leaving h is wi fe 's sons, J ohn of Harrold and Frank of Redfield and 
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daughters , Georgia of Harrold, and Elizab eth (now Mr s. H erbert H epper­
le of Berkeley, Ca lif.) ; ' t wo daughters having died in infancy and a 
daughter , F aith (Mrs. Hav en Bradford) having died in Hawarden, Iowa, 
her hom e, in 1901. 

Landmark Is Removed 
Another on e of th e old buildings of this commun it y disappeared this 

week wh en workmen completed the demolishing of th e building formerly 
used by Jacob Win ckl er as a s tor e. The 'building was erec te d in 1884 
by Thos. H . Leach a nd Moses Young who conduc te d a hardware s tore 
and a small banking bu siness there for a number of years. Later Young 
left for California after which Mr. Lea ch disposed of it to Mr . P ettyjohn . 
Jacob Winckler later had possession until hi s death. The count y has 
a cquired th e property through tax title and reli ef workers have to rn it 
down for r emoval to the County Home wh er e it will be used in the 
e rec ti on of another build ing.-Harrold Journal , F eb . 7, 1935. 

Harrold Churches 
Dear Mr. Hall: 

In complia nce wi th your r equ es t for some in formati on conce rn ing 
H arrold churches, I am se n ding the hi story of St. John's Ca th olic Ch urch . 

As ea rly as Ma y 26, 1882, th e Rev. B. H. Bunning was a m issi onary 
pri es t sent to Harrold fro m Pi erre. At t hat time St. P eter's Missi on , 
as hi s pari sh was designated, in cluded P ierre, Rousseau, on Medicine 
Cre ek, Ft. P ierre, F t. Sully a nd Ft. Ben nett. During Sep tember, of t ha t 
yea r , the Mission wa s exten de d by Bisho p Mart y and comprised P ierre, 
Rousseau , Can ni ng, Blunt, H arrold, Holabird, Hi ghmore, Ree Heigh ts , 
Wesein gton , Mill er, St. Lawrenc e, W ols ey; F t. P ierre an d F t. Bennett; 
in a word the co unties of Hu gh es, Sully and Stanley , an a rea of 6,699 
squa re mil es an d a lso a par t of Hyd e, Hand a nd Bea dle. 

Th ese s ta t ions were attend ed from P ier r e during th e pastora te of 
Rev. B. H . Bunn ing . 

Th e hi stor y of Ha rrold church is closely a lli ed wit h that of Pierre 
for a nu mber of years an d was se rve d by Rev . J. A. Bushman , Rev . Pl a ci­
du s Zarn, Rev . Fi ntan an d R ev . Straetten. 

Th e first se rvices were held in th e ho me of Mik e Feen ey, now de­
cease d. Mr s. Mik e F een ey recall s with mu ch fee ling the un selfi sh dev o­
ti on of the rev e rend gen tl emen of t hat ea rly dat e. 

Th e Church of St. J ohn th e Ev angelist, in Harrold, wa s dedi ca ted 
in 1904 and wa s ser ve d from Pi erre or t he Mission at Stephan by R ev. 
Ambrose Ma ttingly O. S. B., Rev. Fox, Rev. De -Guey an d Rev. Kell ey. 
Rev. W all och was the ce le brant in 1912 to 1914 ; Rev. H arty 1914 to 1916, 
Rev . Kell ey 1912 to 1914. P a s tors a lso ca me from Mill er . Rev. DeGuey 
was fro m tha t ci ty. 

Th e firs t r es iden t priest was Rev . O'Brien , who was in charge from 
1919-1926. H e wa s follo wed by Rev . Coyne, who se pa s tor ate wa s fr om 
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1926 to 1931. At that time R ev . Kappenman was appointed to serve In 
Ha rrold a n d is still serving th e congre ga tion in Harrold. 

At presen t th e parish in cludes the m embers fro m Blnn t, H a r rold a n d 
Highmore . Services a re held in th e three ch urc he s eac h week , with 
many s pec ia l services at s ta te d tim es. 

The m embe r ship from Highmore .a n d its hi story will prob ably be 
g iven in Hyde county h is t ory. 

T ha t por ti on of t he pa ri sh in Hu ghes coun ty numbers about 275 
sonls . Th e priest resides in Harrold , dr iving fro m this ce n tra l loca tion 
to hi s pastoral duties. 

Pastors of Harrold Methodist Church 
Wh en Appoin ted 

J . W. Ha rtle y Oct., 1907� 
Harold P . K . Cornish 1908� 

B. K . Bierer May, 1919� 

E . J . P ro ss e r Oct .. 1920� 

Leon S. K och 1909� 
Geo . T . Mat th ew s 1910� 
J . T. B. Sm it h 1911� 
Re v. F ri zzell e 191 2� 
J . E ly mas Will iams 1913� 
P. H . Weston 1914� 
G. A. Trodie 1915� 
C. D. Wa ter s 1917� 

U. B. Arnold 1919� 

A r th ur Mayer 1921� 
A. H. nux Ju ne 1. 1924 
J . , V. Walton June, 1!)25� 
Edward E . Wil son Oct.. 1926� 
F or es t B. Heb r on 1927� 
K ermi t E. Ear les 1928� 
C. R. F oun ta in 1929� 
F. O. Hill 19:10 
J . E. Washburn 1932� 
Walter S . Van 1936� 

Take n fr om offi cial record, book of church records.� 

Immanuel Ev. Lutheran Congregation, Harrold, S. D. 
Immanue l Evangelica l L u theran Con gr egation, member o f th e Ev. 

; ,lIth. Sy nod of Missourt, Ohio , and other States , was organized March 
20, 1:11 0. It has been bi-lingual , both German and English be in g used 
in services from th e beginning, during the time since it s organiza ti on , 
and both languages are bei ng us ed toda y, but th e use of the Engli sh 
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la ng ua ge ha s be come pred ominant of late years. At th e time of the or­
gani za t ion the Rev. E . A. Dautenhahn was resident pastor and rern at nod 
in cha rge until abou t July , 1911. Since th a t t ime the following h ave 
served : 

Stud ent Pastor, R. Deye, Aug. 1911 to Aug., 1912. 
Stud ent P a s tor , Geo . C. E hle rs , Sep t. , 1912 to Aug., 1914. 
S tmle nt Pastor , C. Thom . Spitz , Sept ., 1913 t o Aug. 1914 . 
S tuden t P astor , R. C. 1\1. Felter, Sept., 1914 to Au g., 1915. 
Reaid en t Pa stor , C. Thom . Spitz, Sept. 1915 t o March , 1920. 
Resident Pas to r, W . H . Schul tz, Oct. 1920 to July, 1921. 
S t ude n t P astor , A. E . Going, s ept., 1922 to Aug., 1923. 
S tudent P astor, H . C. Stahnke , Sept. 1923 to July, 1924. 
Resident Pastor, H . M. Bauer, Aug., 1924 to March , 1928. 
Reside n t Pastor, A. Sander, July, 1928 to Oct. , 1931. 
S ince Nov., 1931, the pres ent in cumbent , Paul F . S iegel, is in charge 

of the cong re ga t ion, re s ident pa stor. 
During th e pa stora te of th e Rev. A. Sander, a la ngua ge di sagreement 

caused a spli t in the congrega tion an d t he drought of r ecen t years has 
fur th e r grea tl y reduced the m ember ship. 

Zion American Lutheran 
Organized Ma rc h 17, 1929. The firs t minis ter was H . Ko ver, who 

took cha rge in the fall of 1930 and .s ta yed a bou t a year. W . A. Humel 
ca me in 1931 and wa s here about 31,.2 years. O. H. Voelke arrived the 
first of Jun e, 1935. Membership, 130. 

-Mrs . F . \V. Pynch e on, H arrold . 

The Big Blizzard 
By C. J . Ens tad , Hi ghmore, S. Dak. 

J anuary 12th, 1888 dawned cle ar a nd warm, bidding fa ir to being a n 
id eal day for sc hool ch ild re n. Mi ss Ca lis ta Hall with her pupils, Mary 
P eterson (E lle r to n), Ca rrie Pete rson (E ise ma nn), Albe r t, Magnus, and 
John E ns ta d, and Ed Garrett, had ga thered a t the sc ho ol house a few 
mile s south west of H arrold . Sch ool had ju st been ca lled wh en out of 
th e nor th west ca me a rushing, roaring monster to pour out its fury up on 
an un suspecting world, and to blow it s elf into hi story a s the blizzard 
of '88. 

The day wore on with no s igns of the s t orm abating. The Enstad 
boys fea r ing th at their father, who wa s getting along in years, migh t 
a ttem p t to come for them, asked to be a ll owe d to go home. Assuring 
their teache r th a t th ey could find the way home, she let the four boys 
go . A ft er what s eemed hours of battling the ele men ts and s t r uggli ng 
to foll ow the creek bed , and with their s t re ngth n early s pe n t , th ey 
finally r ea ched the Enstad home wh ere Ed s ta ye d for the night. Mis s 
Hall r emained in the school house through th e night with the two 
little girls . It was a happy te ache r that greeted the four boys the next 
morning. 
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CANNING CONTRIBUTES 
Canning, South Dakota 

F ounded 1883 

The t own of Ca n n ing was found ed a nd platted .in 1883 by George 
Harris (C oun ty Comm issioner in 1883 and in 1884 was the third Hughes 
County Sh eriff) . Th e town of Ca n n ing wa s nam ed for George Ca n n ing, 
Ch ie f Engineer of th e C. & N. W . Ry. Compa n y. At that tim e Can n ing 
had a population of a ppr ox ima te ly 275. 

The leadin g bu siness hou ses in 1883 co ns isted of three hotels , 2 
r estaurants , t wo hardware s to res , two sa loons , on e meat market and 
on e 'ba r ber shop. M. E . Billings, was the first grocery m erchant in 
Ca nn ing . 

On the 27th da y of F ebruary, 1885, ,th e 'W innebago a n d the Cr ow 
Creek Reservation were op ened up for se ttle me n t- the village of 
Canning took on a new life and the population was in creased by about 
75 persons . Later, owing to drought con diti ons, the t own began to 
dwindle a way. 

J. W. Pyne built a first class flour mill (hydraulic po wer ) which 
wa s operated for about three years and the n went out of bu siness 
because of drought condit ion s. 

The present popula tion of Canning in 1934 is abou t 75; a nd the 
leading business houses co ns is t of two s tores, Post Offi ce a n d tw o 
garages. 

Som e of the old timers were : 
M. E . Billings-Grocery Store 
Martin Luther-Grocery Store 
Scott Thomps on-Hardware Store 
Zack Thompson-Hardware Store 
Mr. Berry-Hardware Store 
So cra tes Drew-Es tablished Ca n n ing Ban k in 1884 
Mr. Evans-Restaurant 
Ri chard Op ey-Barber Shop 
Fred Der ingd inger-Real Estate Office 
Ole Beam-Saloon 
John O'Dowd-Saloon 
Mr . Stacy-Butch er Shop 
Walter Stevens- Carpenter 
John Kramer- C. & N. W. Ry. 

The a bove is a con t r ibu tion from John Kramer who h as been a 
con t inuo us resident of Ca n n ing s ince 1883. 

CANNING 

From th e Oct. 13, 1883 fil e, Blunt Advocate 

This com pac t and 'bea u ti full y lo cated lit tl e village is s itua te d on the 
main lin e of th e C. & N. W. Ry. in the Medicin e Valley about 10 miles 
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southwest of Blunt, sur rounde d by a very large area of th e ri ch es t 
farming lands in sout he rn Dakota, and as it li es adjoining th e Old Winne­
bag o Ind ian Reservation , its cit ize ns and merchants will be among th e 
first to receive th e ben efits of th e va s t tra ct of land now aw aiting only 
th e Presi den t 's pr oclamation for it s final opening to act ua l set tl er s. 
Canning ha s fine wa ter pow er, wi th fa ll sufficient to operate a grist 
mill of four run of buhrs, by th e virtue of wh ich a mill in th e near future 
is a ssured. The town al so affords a fine op po rt unity to th e right man 
for t he manu fa ctu ring of brick s , having all the natural adva ntage s 
requisi te to th e su ccessful ca r rying on of thi s branch of th e industry. 
Th e cit izens of Canning a re compose d of thoroughly s t ir r ing people . c t 
wh om th e follo wing ma y be cla ssed a s t he fore mo s t : 

George \V. Harr is, pr in cip al owne r of th e to wn-s ite . is a large s tock 
raiser of th e vicinity and owns over 900 ac re s of land . 

Miles E. Redick, al so one of t he own ers of th e town-site, is s ta ti on 
agent and Postmast er . 

M. E. Billings seem s to be comforta bly located a nd doing a ni ce 
bu siness in th e grocery, flour a nd feed lin e. 

O'Crowley & Barry a re th e hardware dealers. Th ey ca rry a very 
large stock and apparently receiving a lib eral sha re of th e public patron­
ag e. 

Canning Man Has Rare Book 
Book Wa s Published In 1865, a nd Con ta ins Papers a nd Messages of� 

Abrah am Lincoln� 

One evening wh en sno w bound at hi s hom e in Canning, Leon Redick 
was s itt ing co mfor ta bly by th e fa mily radi o and happen ed to hear a ll 
one program that th ere wa s a great demand for rare books. 

Aft er a bri ef medi ta ti on , he recall ed to hi mself t hat hi s fat her was 
a n old Civ il \Var off ice r, an d was a g reat lov er of books. 

After se a rc hi ng around t hroug h t he attic at hi s home that eve ning 
he ca me up on a du st lad en book which wa s a mo ng his fa th er's pos­
session s, e nt itle d "The Li fe and P ublic Service of Abraham Li ncoln ." 

This book in cludes a ll s ta te pa pers , in cludiug th e sp eec he s, 
address es , messages, letter s an d proclamations and th e clos ing sce nes, 
con nect ed with his life an d death . An ecdotes and personal reminiscenses 
or P residen t Lincoln together with s teel portraits and ot he r illu strations 
are a lso sh own in this rare find . 

This book wa s publish ed in 1865, a t which time th e New York Times 
was th en in th e 15th year of it s publication, an d wa s th en known as on e 
of th e most firmly es ta blished and su ccessful newspaper s. in the United 
St ates. 

Though this book is in a rather tattered con diti on, and shows water 
s ta ins . it may prove to be of exceptional value to the Redick family . 

- 141­



What Happened to John Kramer 
Fifty years ago Horace Greeley said, "Go West young man, go Wes t." 

Mr. K ramer too k th is a dv ice a nd ca me to Ca nn ing in 1883 wh ere he ha s 
been living e ver s ince. H e a n d other old set t le ns deserve much cre dit 
for th eir s tron g de te rmination to s tick it out through all the hardships 
th a t bef ell th em. It was a bo ut fif ty years ago that he helped con struct 
th e railroad th rou gh Ca nn in g. H e has fa it hf ull y served the co m pa ny 
many yea rs-most of th e time a s sect ion boss. The fir st train that wen t 
through was not a s e ffic ie nt, a nd it didn ' t have a s m any ca r s a s the 
tra in s th at run now . H e thinks it is quite a jump from the old-tashloned 
s te a m locom oti ve to th e present electr ic trains. At an y ra te it ha s more 
sp eed , silence and power. Thes e t ra ins have helped so mewha t to make 
Ca nning m ore lively altho ug h Mr. Kramer r egrets that it is so dead 
com pa re d t o wh at it used to be. Two hundred and fifty pe ople lived 
here wh en th ey first came . Houses- both large a nd small dotted th e 
hills . In th e days of th e h or se a n d bu ggy th ere u sed to be many dances. 
This form of amusem ent too k the place of m ovies. 

When th e dry seasons came the people became so di scouraged , that 
most of th em pulled up stakes and went back to their native sta te s. 
Mr s. Kram er' s brother so ld hi s homes tead claim of on e h undred and 
s ixt y acres fo r n in ety doll ars. Many othe rs did likewise . When so 
m any people were leaving, th e land wa s reopen ed to settlemen t. This 
tim e Mr . Kramer only had to li ve on th e homestead one day out of 
e ve ry m on th in order to hold it. They had m ore th an th eir sha re of 
hardships too. The r oads and other m eans of transportation were poor; 
th erefore , it was hard for them to get th eir products to market. They 
used to raise s uga r cane a nd take it down to the sorg hum mill which 
was right a cross the cree k fro m wh ere Do ty 's now liv e. Some of th e old 
m achinery is still the re . A big tunnel wa s du g through the hills to me 
in th e m ill. Rather close to the mill was a large still. The liquor m ad e 
here wa s sold in th e saloons of Ca nn ing. Besides th e saloon s, Can ni ng 
had ot her hou ses of bu sines s; namely, a b lacksmith s hop, a drug s to re , 
Doct or Mey ers ' offi ce, th ree ho t els , t wo res taurants and two land offices. 

Th e Indians often gave th em scares. Wlien th e two Indian r eserva­
tions were opened , the Indian warriors used t o come to Canning and have 
th ei r war dances.-Anna Jorgensen . 

Experiences of Mr. George Coates 
Mr. Coa te s came to Ca nning in the 80's. H e had many thrilling 

expe r iences. The following is wh at he told m e wh en I vi sited him. 
Canning was es ta blished in 1880 wh en a ra ilroad was put through 

by a civil e ng ineer named Canning. This en g ineer sur veye d out th e 
p la ce wh ere th e railroad was to be built. A ra il road s ta ti on was built 
along the track, north of wh ere Cla y ton Ny e 's house now stands. There 
wa s a lso a water supply tank th ere. 
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Cann ing met its first boom, under Pres. Arthur's admin istration 
wh en he op en ed the Winnebago R ese rva ti on, sou th of town. This Res­
ervation was opened by proclamation in 1885. On March 4, a ne w presi­
dent wa s elec te d and he clo sed th e reservation, after it had heen op en 
about sixty days , Before this reservation had been op en ed , 1000 Indians 
camped along th e ridge waiting a nd protesting against th e opening of 
it . Aft er it was opened many white settlers also ru sh ed in . In 1886, 
a ft er th e reservation had been closed, so ldie rs march ed from F t. Sully, 
rem oved th e se tt le rs fr om the reservation and march ed on down to the 
Big Bend. The people that were forced off, were paid by th e govern­
ment. This helped th em for th ey all need ed money. Sev en fa milies 
r emained on th e r eservation. 

Th ere was al so a flour mill in Cann ing; th e bu ild ing was wo oden, 
but later it fell , so it wa s r ep la ced by a s tone bu ilding in 1888, but this 
building burned down. A crea me ry wa s th e n erect ed, Mr. Estal l'yne 
wa s th e on e who operated th e flour mill. T he power to run th is m ill 
wa s gained by digging a t unnel through the hi ll a nd con necti ng it with 
th e s pr ing on th e other side. Mr. Kramer helped dig this tunnel. 

1\1 r. Stoddard s ta r ted a n irriga ti on ga rden on the place wh e re Duty's 
liv e. H e rec eived th e water to ir ri ga te it th ro ugh pipes connec te d with 
th e s p r ing. Th ese pipes s t ill remain and can easily be seen .-Ida Patzer. 

From Mace SamCO 

I have been a sk ed to g ive a n accouu t of my sel f s ince co ming into 
th e state. Ou r fa m ily ca me to Blunt th e s pr ing of 1883 from Clinton, 
Iowa, where I wa s born th e fa ll of 1875. My father ca me to Blunt the 
s pring of 1882 to fil e on a ho me stead a nd fil ed on S.E . of 3:;, Summit 
Township, Sully County. W e liv ed th e re until th e fall of 1888 a nd moved 
to Blun t, a nd th e spring of 1889 moved nor th of Pi erre wh ere Mrs. 
Pi e t ru s now liv es . My fa ther pas sed away the summer of 1890 and my 
m other decid ed to move t o Pi erre . Sh e m oved a hou se we owned at 
Blunt (no w the Ber t H all hom e in E as t Pi erre ) anil lived there until 
sh e di sp os ed of it in 1915. My mothe r and s is te r, who is Mr s . Chas. 
Stough, moved to th e wes t coas t and my mother di ed at th e remarkable 
age of 95 years. 

As a young man I worked at anything I could get to do . J ohn 
Erickson hired me a s a flunky behind the co unter in hi s restaurant, 
th e old OWl restaurant as most of yo u old timers k now. I worked some 
ti m e for J ohn a n d on e night after work he came to m e and sa id, "Mace, 
how would yo u like cle rk ing in a store? " Of cou rse, I was all ears a n d 
tho ught that wo uld be fiue . J ohn sa id , "M r. L ockhar t would li ke t o 
have yo u cle rk in hi s s to re ." So I went to wo rk at once a nd worked fo r 
him e ig h t years or un til he so ld out. While working in the store I 
too k a fan cy to a young la dy and ma rried her . She wa s a So uth Dakota 
produ ct as she was born at Sioux Falls . ' Ve have 4 child r en that ha ve 
grown into man and womanhood. 
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In the spring of 1910 I bought the W . S. Nye business, a general 
store at Canning wh ere I have resided up to the .present time. Credit is 
du e J ohn Erickson and J. L. Lockhart for th e fr endship th ey gave me 
as a young man and s ta r ted me out on the right road to success. I am 
the same Ma ce Samco you old timers knew at Blunt 54 years ago. 

Former Canning Resident Dies 
Hot Springs, ·March 19, 1936- J . H . Gou ld , 87, Civ il war veterau 

who, as a boy of 13 years was sa id to have increased hi s age to be­
come a drummer boy in th e union troops, was dea d today. 

La st Civil war veteran at the Battle Mountain sanitorium, John 
Hamilton Goula died here Tuesda y, the day before hi s 88t h bir th day, of 
old ag e infirmiti es . 

Born in Ontario, Cana da, h is ca reer included military lif e, book 
selling, wood turning, comme rc ia l traveling, ran ching, real es ta te work 
and managing a gen eral s tore . 

L. B. Gou ld , a surviving son, liv es in Portland, Or e. 

Mr . Gould is well known in th is territory, having for nearly twenty 
years , been in th e farming a nd ranching bu siness near Can n ing. He 
wa s a well known figure in count y politics , having se r ve d at one tim e 
on th e county board . 

J am es Elwood DeHart 
James Elwood DeHart, eldest son of Mr . an d Mr s . William DeHart , 

wa s born in th e state of Ohio July 29, 1858 an d pa ssed from this lif e 
F riday, J a nuary 18, 1935 a t 4 : 50 A. M., a t the age of 76 years , 5 months 
and 19 day s. 

Hi s ch ildhood days were spe nt in Ohio, moving to Illinois wh en bu t 
a lad . Late r he moved to Indiana a nd spen t se ve ra l years of hi s life 
in that state. He came to South Dakota in 1881, t wo years pr eceding 
his paren ts an d fa mily, locatin g near Blunt. 

H e leaves to mourn his pas sing four brothers: Rolland, Lyman, 
Scott and Charles an d on e sister . Mr s. Alta Thompson, all of Ca nn ing, 
a nd many other relatives and fr iends. Hi s fa th er preced ed him in dea th 
'in 1891 an d hi s mother followed ten years later, a lso three brothers, 
Arthur, Andrew an d William. 

The Deharts 
William a nd Lovina Deh art came from North Rhode, Ind . in 1883 

and settled in Blunt. Jim, th e old est son , came to Pi erre in 1881 an d 
later lo cated 3 miles north of Cann ing on a homest ead, wh ere he liv ed 
for 7 years. He then made hi s home in Deadwood an d Canning until 
his death on January 18, 1935. 

William homesteaded north of Canning in 1883 an d liv ed there for 
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15 years, engaging in farming a nd stock rarsrug. He then moved to the 
old George Harris place just west of Canning. Roll , Liman, Scott, 
Andrew, Arthur, Alta and Charles are the other chil dren. An drew, 
W illie a nd Arthur a re dec eased. Those living resi de In Canning, 

T wen ty-five years ago J im ran a big ranch for W. W. Wait e in Good­
wa ter township in Sully county. He farmed a tho usand ac res a nd ra n 
fr om 200 to 300 ca ttle. Mr . Waite was Interested In the Hughes County 
Ba nk, Bl unt, whic h s tarted In 1882 an d ha s now been closed over 20 
years. William the father died J anuary 10, 1891. Hi s wife passed away 
March 14, 1901 an d both are buried at Blu nt. 

Obituar y 

Mrs. Lovina Dehart, a highly esteemed, resident of Canning, after a 
short illnes s, died at her home Thursday morning, March 14th, 1901, aged 
63 years, 6 months and 17 days. 

Sh e wa s born in Coshocton Co., Oh io, August 27, 1837. She was 
married to W lll tam Dehar t, March 10, 1856. She leaves eight children, 
seven sons and on e da ughter. 

At an early age she embraced re lig ion an d unit ed with th e Chrtstian 
ch urch and li ved a kindly generous li fe . 

H er la s t ho urs were ca lm and pea cef ul and we fee l that she now 
knows " H ow beautiful it is to be with God" and th e loved on es who 
have gon e before. 

Although sh e has pa ss ed from lif e, she lives in th e thoughts, the 
affections of many. 

Bright, fra gran t flowers were all about he r, fond tributes 1:<1 her 
m emory fr om her many fri ends, while sh e ds "resting sw eetly resting." 

J esus has ca lle d her hen ce , to bloom 
In Paradise , more fair, 

H is own immortal bow er, to shed 
A ri ch er influ en ce there. 

A Friend. 

The Nye and Coates Families 
Thoma s Ny e and family came to Hughes County in 1886 from Wis­

consin. H e filed on land 2 mil es so ut h an d * mil es west of Canning; 
here he farm ed for severa l years until he disposed of hi s land, and 
moved out of th e county. Hi s son 'Villard stayed in the county as a 
farmer and stock raiser. Later he located * of a mil e west of Can­
rrlng. He en gage d in banking and oth er interests in Canning. 

He crossed the wide river in to a more blessed world In 1931. His 
son, Clayton, operates th e old home ranc h and Mrs. Ny e, his wid ow, 
lives in a cottage in Canning. 

George Coates came to Dakota from Scotsville, New York, In 1885. 
For a number of years he lived three mil es west of Canning where he 
was for eman of the McDonald horse ranch. At one tim e he was al so 
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in the sheep business . In la ter life he se rve d se ve ra l terms as co un ty 
comm is sione r. Mr. Coa tes read mu ch and took an act ive interest in 
public a ffa irs , although hand ica ppe d by excess ive wei gh t and a per­
manently disabled foot. 

One of the larges t funerals held in t he Ca nn in g church assem bled 
for the la s t r ite s for Geo rge Coates. T he se r v ice was cond ucted by Rev . 
Ben jamin Schwab, of Pierre. 

The Red icks 
Albe rt Redi ck wa s wed to E d na Wil lls in 1883. Th e y fir s t l ived in 

Hu gh es County on t he hom es t ead .of Mil es R ed ick, Albe r t's brothe l', two 
mil es nor th west of Ca nning . Alb e rt later m ov ed to Ca n ning a nd ran a 
s tore ; he was al so de pot operator in t he early day s . La ter they m oved 
to the ri ver n ea r where the Baade pla ce now is and re maine d there fo r a 
numb er of years . In 1925 the y m oved to Arkansa s, MI'. Red ick died 
in 1934 and hi s bod y was ret urn ed to Blunt fo r bu ri al. Hi s widow resides 
at Pe rry, Ark. wi th her son, Will. Bert Redi ck is in Portla nd, Or egon; 
Myra is dead ; Dot is Mrs . H om er Dw iggins ; J e nny Gunderson is in Hu­
ron ; E dna Bloom enrad e r li ves in Hi ghm ore ; Leon is in Wa shiug tou . 

The Redick fa m ily wa s we ll known th r ou gh ou t th e count y and their 
man y fr ien ds will be plea sed to get th is reminder a bout t he m. 

-Alta 'I'ho m pscn. 

Pastors a t Ca nn ing 

AHa Th omps on has fur nished the na mes of the follo wing a s be in g 
pastors of the Ca nn ing co m munity ch urch. 

Mantorrl Ash ;-iVorks; Roy K ofski ; Bert Ra yson ; Go r don Granger; 
- T ro di; W . F. Doty ; Hannah Groseth; R oemeg ;- Colson ;- P r yth er ;­
Da vis ;-Hood ; H arry F . T a plin . 

"The Challenge of Our Pioneers" 
Mu ch has been a cco mplis hed by our F ounde rs in a ch ieving th e real 

objecti ve s of the Na ti on al Congress. New goa ls have been reache d. 
Difficultie·s have bee n met a nd overcome . Th e pa th of th e pi onee r s has 
not a lways been s m ooth, bu t it has pointed toward a definite goal-­
the goal of child we lfa re. 

We accept th e cha lle nge of the pion eers wh o tu rned t he ir pa ti ent 
ox-te ams to th e wes t au d builded there a h om e. 

" St a unc h hear ts had they, these builders of our pra irie homes , 
Th ey builded well a nd in to the firm fa br ic of their dreams, 

Th ey wov e th e pra ir ies ' tranquil peace , th e s trength of ru gged hills. 
Th eir faith in God , th emselves, a n d this fair land."-Gertrud e E . Flyte. 

- So D. Parent T each er, J an., 1937. 
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RURAL HUGHES RESPONDS� 
Hughes County Rural School Assn.� 

The old es t written reco rd we have of thi s organization was in 1928. 
Apparently it wa s fo rm ed in th e fa ll of 1927, with th e following offi cer s 
electe d : Josephine Bos, presid ent; Anna O. Hall, vice president; ' ''m. 
C. Bu ol, secretary-trea sure r. 
P URPOSE: Th e educationa l advan cem ent of the rural sc hoo ls in Hughes 

coun ty. 
MEMBERSHIP & DUES: Any one interested in th e above objective was 

eligible [or mem bership upon paym en t of dues ; a t the beg inning 
t hey were se t at $1.50. Later anyone pa ying the S.D.E.A. dues 
of $1.50 wa s a ccepted into th e member sh ip without further cha rge . 

ANN UAL OBJECT IVES : Each fall an exec uti ve com mit tee of 5 mem­
ber s is set up . The county supe rinte n de nt and pr es iden t of the 
orga nization are automatically member s ; 3 more a re selected 
by th e presid ent, one to be from eac h r ural commiss ione r di st r ict. 
T hey recommend objectives or projects for the yea r but final 
a ction is ta ken by the member ship of th e organiza ti on whi ch may 
a ccept, change or rej ect t he various pro posa ls . 

Here are samples of pr ojects wh ich have been a dopted. Exhi­
bits, Y.C.L. and P .T.A. exte ns ion, teach ers ' chorus , n ewsl ett ers, 
's peaking a nd sp elling contes ts, be tt er penmansh ip, compili ng a 
bibliography for unit s tudy, com pil ing a Hughes County H istory. 

The officers fo r th e years following 1927-28 a re : 
1928-29 Or va R. Olso n, pr es iden t; Ethel Byrum, vi ce president; Clari­

bel Bronema nn, secretary- t reasure r. 
1929-30 Mr s. Ethel Ki nyon, pr es iden t ; Ma rtha Ca rli n , vice pres ident; 

Ma rie Sias, secre ta ry-t reasure r. 
1930-31 Mrs. Ev angeline Dolan, preside nt ; Mazen Owens, vi ce pr es iden t; 

Orville Ho efer, secretary-treasurer. 
1932-33 Mrs. Marjorie Ca lho on, p res id en t ; Cla ra Goglln, v ice pr esi dent ; 

Blan ch e Crow, secre ta ry -t re asure r. 
1932-33 Mrs . Marjo ri e Ca lhoo n, pr esid ent ; Clara Goglin, vice pesiden t 

Delil a J . Ba ne, secretary- t reasur er. 
1933-34 Ali ce H. W es tove r, pres iden t ; E velyn McCall, vice pr esiden t ; 

Clara Gog lin, secre ta ry ; Ze t ta Lau ghlin, treasurer. 
1934-35 Carol Gunnison , pres ident; Ka ther in e Bruce, vice pr esi dent; 

Stell a Stephenson , secret ary; Ze tt a La ughlin, treasure r. 
1935-36 Mildred Roda, pr esident; E th e l Robley, vice pre si dent; Lu ella 

Siegel, secre ta ry ; Mary E llen Byrum, treasure r . 
1936-37 Ethel Robley, pr es ident ; Katherin e Bruce, vi ce pr esident ; Kath­

ryn Hogan, se cre ta r y-treasure r. 
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"Tribute To The Pioneer Mother" 
'V e ca n not begin to bes tow up on yo u the crow n that you ha ve 8 0 

graciously won . You have a lwa ys been the hub upon which a ll great 
civili zat ion ha s revolved. 

We love to glance up on your s t rong courage, to leav e a go od com­
fortable hom e, to follow and help your venturesome mate build and 
settle a new count ry. Oh! th e heartach es and th e homesickness th at 
you have endure d. 'V e lov e those toil-worn hands; hands t ha t have 
worked diligently and soothe d many a sa d and discouraged hea r t. 

Your perserveran ce, love, kindnes s, ingenuity, purity , hospi tality, 
devo tednes s, a nd s t re ng th of characte r hav e withstood the raging storm 
of time. You have laid t he firm foun dation for this splendid de velop ­
men t of ours. 

You have hand ed to us mod ern daughters, a to rch of fine ac h ieve­
ment. Let us hold it high .-Sylvia Edge. 

P. T. A. In Hughes County 
Th e idea of parents and tea ch ers working together in the in terest 

of th e child is not new . Th e headmaster of a sc hool in London several 
centuries ago wrote : "Teachers and parents should be linked in amit y 
and con ti nua l conference for the ir common charge ." 

In 1897 Mrs. Theod ore Birney and Mr s. Phoeb e Hearst ca lled a 
meeting of mothers in Washington . D. C. an d put th e idea in to concrete 
for m by organizing the Nati onal Cong re ss of Paren ts a nd Teachers. 

In the forty years s inc e. the mov em en t ha s spread into every state 
and on to Haw aii, Alask a a nd Dis trict of Colum bia . 

Th e P . T. A. is al truistic in its objectives; it is non-secta ri an , non­
political a nd no n-commercial. 

South Dak ota ha s more th an 11,000 member s compr ised in 160 units . 
'V e read and hear mu ch these days th at parents should be tra ine d 

for t he job of parenthood ; th at the y ne ed educa tion alo ng lin es of ch ild 
s tudy so tha t t he ch ild and his pr obl em s might be bett er un ders tood , 
and that he might be g iven wise r guida nc e in hi s phys ica l. mental a nd 
moral dev elopm ent, an d in hi s so cia l ad justme nt. 

A pa ren t-teacher association, toget her with it s s tudy group and the 
splendid articles in the Na ti onal Parent- Teach er l\Iagazine (wh ich is the 
official organ of th e P . T. A.) pr ovid es one means for obta ini ng th is edu­
ca tio n-aud it is wit hin rea ch of a ll. 

Hu gh es county teach er s are eve r al e r t for wor th while idea s that 
will ra ise the standard of effici ency in th e schools an d in cr ease t heir in­
fluen ce for good. Un der the supe rin te nde nc y of both C. E . Wes tover a nd 
Bert L. Hall th e P. T. A. idea ha s been fostered and a number of sc hools 
are working with five units : Byron-Sunnyside-Logan ; Four-Square; Rou­
sseau; Springdale ; De Grey. Th ese are join ed a s a County Council. In 
Pierre th ere a re four uni ts , working toget he r as a cit y coun cil ; they a re 
Li ncoln ; Wa shington ; Sen ior-Junior Hi ; l\IcKinley. 
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Th e writer knows more about Li n coln P. T. A. and will incl ude a few 
fa cts concern ing its hi story, tho th e ea r ly records ca nn ot be foun d. How. 
eve r since a m embership ca rd signed by Mrs. E . H. Wood a s local pr esi­
den t and Mrs. S. H. S callon a s State Pre sident is in her pos se ssion, it 
is k nown th a t t he uni t was in ex istence prior, or during Mr s. Scallon's 
pre sidency which wa s in 1915, and Mr s. Chas. McCaffrey was local pres' 
id ent be for e Mr s . \Vood. Lin coln P . T. A. has fun ctioned co n t inuo us ly 
exce pt during the W orld W a r , wh en th e m embers engaged in pulli ng 
oa kem, kni tting a nd Red Cross work. 

Th e pr es id e nt s of Lin coln P . T . A. have been Mrs. Chas . McCaffrey, 
Mr s , E. H . woou, l\Irs . A. L. H egglund , Mrs. B. W . Baer , Mrs. F . G. Allen, 
Mr. David Rad sliffe, Mrs . Glen n Ma r tens, Mr s. Archi e P otter, Mr . Ar t 
Lindstrom , Mr s. D. W. Louck s, Mr s. Dana McN eil , Mr s . D. W. Loucks, 
Mrs. Arthur Turner, Mr s. Glenn Doren, Mrs. A. R. Potter, Mr . Behrens. 
Mrs. Karl Graf ha s been elected president for th e com ing year , 1937-38. 
Mrs . Harry Notrn eyer , Mrs. Robert Bagby, Mr s. Archie Potter and Supt. 
R. E. Rawlin s have been a ctive me mbe r s i n P. T. A. longer th a n anyon e 
else in Pi erre. 

The brick use d in buil din g L inco ln, W a shington a nd the old Ce ntral 
s cho ols we re m a de by Mr . W ard , assisted by Wm. Schuma ch er, in th e 
b r ick yard jus t west of th e br idg e, a nd we re ha uled to th e 'build ing s ite s 
by Mortimer Root. 

La te r Ca rrie W a rd (the daughter ) and W m 'Sch uma ck e r were wed 
and made the ir hom e in F ielder. Edna , their da ughter graduated from 
Our high s chool, c lass of '26 and their grandson , J un ior , is a memo 
ber of the .sophornore class at t he present time . 

- Mrs. Archie P otter. 

S pringd al e P . T . A. wa s organized Octob er 20, 1933. 
Names of all pr esi dent s in ord er s in ce then : Mr s . Os ca r Payne, Mrs. 

Ge rtru de Clark, Mrs . Albe rt Bu rk i, Mrs . .Ja m es Bur le y, Mr s . Oscar Payne . 
Thi s unit has a lso be en fait hf ul attende rs a t d istrict an d co u nty 

confe ren ces. 

Th e pre s id en ts of W ash in gtnu P . T. A., of whom we ha ve record 
are: H. L . E vel and, Glen P re ston, .J. F red Ola n der, Bert L. Hall, Mrs. 
J . W . Raish, C. E. W estover, Mr s . Will smith, Emil J a ssman , Mr s. E . .J. Kel. 
son , R . ' V. Krau sh a ar, Mrs. Howard Trask , Bert L. H al l. Mr s . A. R. Potter 
sa ys tha t the unit was likely fo rmed about 1920 wh e n, a Mis s Ca r be r ry 
ca me out from the national office and was ins t rum en tal in s tarti ng th is 
P. T . A. She wa s a ls o of service in re-organizing the L incoln unit which 
had neg le ct ed th e P. T . A. objec ti ve s and program du e to th e press -er 
e mergency eff or t in W orld W ar r eq u ir ements. 

4-Square P . T. A. was organ ized in the fa ll of 1"9 32. T he Presidents 
who h a ve served are, Harry Morse, 1932 to 1934 ; C. E . W estover, 1934­
35; Kath erine Bruce, 1935-36 ; Mrs . W ill Va:nd erwaal, 1936-38. 
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Byron-S un nys ide P. T . A. was organized in the fall of 1929. Officers 
since that time : 

President Vice Presid ent Se c-Treasurer 
1929-31- Mr5. Sam F ry George Schmidt ~I rs . C. S. Pi etrus 
1931-32- :\l ro . Gil bert Pearson Will Hi ck ey Mrs . H . n. Lambert 
1932-33- Chas. S. P ietrus Will Hi ck ey Gil be rt P earson 
1933-3-l- Chas. S. Pietrus Mrs . W ill H ick ey Margaret Elli s 
1934-35- ;\l r5. Chas. S . P ietrus 1\Ir5. Arthur Mill er ~[rs. He nry Ellis 
1935-36- l\Irs. Will Hickey 1\lrs . C. S. P ietrus ~I rs . Raymond Si egel 
f936-37- ;\Irs. A. Glassmaker Mrs . C. S. Pi etrus Mrs. Will Hi ckey 

In 1936 Loga n di s t r ic t jo ined in with th is un it and the name was 
changed to Byron-Logan P. T. A. -1\Irs. C. S. P ietrus . 

Th e Pi erre City Council wa s organ ized in March 1937 wit h the 
Iollowlng officers elec ted. Mrs . W. F . Coch rane, pr esiden t ; Mrs. Chas. 
Carr, vice presiden t; Mrs. Ed J a cob s, secretary-t reasurer. 

Th e Hu ghes County Co u ncil was fonned in F e brua ry 1933 at t he 
Li ncoln sc hoo l buil din g in P ie r re . Ea ch Found er s' day s inc e there 
ha s heen an observa nce s po nso r ed by the Counc il to which all units 
of the co un ty were in vited . T he officers of the Co unc il s ince its in ­
s tiga tion a re a s follo ws: 
1933-193'1- President V. P res id ent Secr etary T r ea sur er 
Mrs . Arch ie Potter H a rry Morse Margurite Ma nnaug h Sarah Burk i 
1935-1936­
Be r t L . Hall Ha rry Morse Mr s. Charles Pietrus Sarah Burki 
1937 
C. E.� Wes tover Mrs. O. E . Payne Mrs. Byron Swartz Mrs . Anton 

maker 

A P . T. A. was started at Central in 1933 with Mrs. Guy Erickson 
a s pr esid ent. In 1934 Senior Hi organized with Mrs. Archie Potter as 
presid ent. In 1935 J uni or-Se n ior WUl S la unched and ha s progressed with 
th e following presidents. Mrs. Bert Neiber, Mrs. Os car J ohn son a nd 
Mrs. W. F. Cochrane. 

Rousseau was found ed about 1928 with Mrs. P erry McGaffee a s 
pres ide nt; preside nts who fo llowed we re, Mrs. Frank C. Hall. Mr s. 
Perry McGa ffee , Mrs. Byron F . Swa r tz , Mrs. Sam Mc Gaffee, Mrs. Byron 
S wartz, Mrs. Glen H ei serman. 

McKinley uni t was organi zed in J a nu ary 1936. The presidents have 
be en Mr s. A. F. Co re, Mr s . Art Miller a nd Mrs. Earl Boyse n. The 
circ le of P , T. A.' s were pl eased to add th is n e w as·soc la tion . 

DeG rey P . T . A. ca me In to exis te nce in t he fa ll of 1936, wi th the 
foll owing officers in charge : Mr s . WiII Harvey, presiden t ; Mns. Kenneth 
Ackman ; ; Mrs . Am os Ba rtl et t, secre tar y; Le w Ri chards, t reasure r. 
Sa me offi cers re-elected in 1937. 
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Grace E. Matteson, Co. Supt . 1921-25 
Dear Mr . Hall: 

I am glad to cont ribute bri efly on th e growth of Contest and Exhibit 
a ctivity during my 4 years in offi ce. 

Alii sure my pred ecessor, Miss Daisy Solberg, had selected 2 child­
ren to represent Hughes coun ty in th e state fair sp elling con tes t, 1921. 
Thi s wa s probably the first attempt for r epres entation in tha t state-wide 
gra de pupil t est of skill. 

Som e unfavorable cr iticism ca me from conscie ntio us pa trons a nd 
school off ice rs. Th eir idea wa s th at this was expenditure for a " fad" 
outs ide the 3 R 's whi ch had been pr edominent fa ctors, in th eir own 
school days. 

H ow co uld I bes t help teach ers to r eally hel p parents and sc hool 
officia ls to realize that th e "3 R's " were still taugh t, not as an end in 
the mselves , howev er, but a s a mean s of accomplishing some thing prac­
ti cal in eve r y day li fe . 

County contest organization with regular sch ool work in the fore­
ground seeme d to off er th e best solutio n. Accordingly effor ts wer e made 
a long tha t lin e. Th e ca use advanced slowly but surely with a gra ti fying 
number of prizes won at th e State Fair eac h year. 

The first year only a very few schools furnish ed exhibit s . However 
the idea spread and gr ew un til th e climax was reached in 1925, whe n 
th e con te s t was held at Canning. There every school did it s part an d a 
large crowd was in a tt endance. Thanks to the efforts of Bert L. Ha ll, 
Sup erinten de nt of the Schools th en a nd Co. Supt. of Schools-elect , a th­
le ti cs were in trodu ced for the fir st time. 

T he grea t a r ra y of practi cal , as we ll as artis ti c di splay s of school 
wor k brought fo r th many exc la mations of surprise, adm ir ati on an d grati­
fica ti on . 

Tha t the sc hoo ls we re actua lly doing wort h while thing s, seem ed to 
be realized by a ll who attended. 
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Am glad to note th at my su ccessors, you a nd Ca r los Westover, 
have ca r r ied on and improved th e work. 

-Grace E. Matteson , Ex. Co . Supt. 

Children Tell of M. C. Rousseau 
We rem ember that father had a s tore in ou r big ho use on th e hill 

west of Rousseau in 1883 and la te r he built a building close to th e 
Northwestern tracks. In 1885 th e con te n ts of th e store were moved to 
th e latter building which wa s s t ruc k by lightning in 1887 aud burned 
down . He had a s tore in Fort Pi erre in th e ea r ly days and later sold 
it to Geor ge Mathieson : this was doubtl ess in 1870, bu t Cha rle y F al es 
co uld tell more definitel y. Mace Martin and St ev e Tra vis also knew our 
fa th er a nd kne w his dealings qui te well. 

I would like a copy of the sp eech that father m ade which was in the 
box in th e corne rs tone of the old Hugh es co unty cour t house. I am s u re 
th a t John Hipple of the Capital J ou rn al has it . The Journ al and Guide 
here hav e a s ke d m e for it seve ra l times . We believ e that Cha r les De 
La nd wro te our father 's memo irs. Fathe r was 19 years old wh en he 
ca me here a bout 1859. 

Ma rcel Cyr il Rouss eau wa s born May 15, 1836 a nd ca me here fro m 
Mon t real , Cana da, a bout the da te indica ted above . H e was married 
January 12, 1869 to Cleo phee Mercier. He often to ld us how he liv ed 
on r ose buds and bu ffal o berries n in e days while hiding in the woods 
when th e Indi an s were on the wa rp a t h. Th at was be fore he wa s ma rried. 

T he ch ildre n a re as fo llo ws : Cleophas, ",apid City ; Am ed ee, d ied 
1935 ; Oscar, La Plant ; Marcelline Ben ton , d ied 1907 ; Cyr il , proba bly in 
Ohi o ; Eugene. died 1936 ; Josep h, di ed 1896; Regina Po well, F ort Pi erre ; 
Alb ert, died 1933. 

Wh ile dr iving hom e fr om Fort Pi erre with a team on Sept. 6, 1902 
father died , probably fr om a heart attack . H e th en r an a s tore and 
post offi ce on the Cheye nne Ri ver, 6 miles up from the mou th. Mother 
died in 1888 and was buried on th e hill a bove our ho me at Rousseau in 
Hu gh es coun ty ; some others were bu r ied t here too . She a nd fathe r 
a re now resting in t he F or t Pi erre bu ri al ground . 

- Reg ina P ow ell a nd Cleophas Rou sseau . 
Note: T he father's s peech m en ti oned a bove , if in t he old co ur t 

house corne rs to ne , was pu t hack in t he box sea le d in the new corne r­
s to ne. Soph ie De Land , a sis te r of Cha r les, did n ot find a ma n uscri pt on 
M.� C. R ousseau wh en going over th e pap ers of h er decea sed b rother. 

- Supt . H all . 

Sam & Sadie 
Sa m McGaffee came to Hughes co unty in the win ter of 1897 and 

hom es tead ed so uth of whe re Cha r les Hazel rigg II O W lives, down th e 
river fr om De Gr ey. Charley's fathe r, D. O. a n d famil y were not ye t he re. 
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Mr. McGaHee fa rmed a li ttle and r a ised sto ck . In May, 1901 he 
married Sadie Kell ey . Th ey had only one ch ild, Samuel J . He ac­
quired some prominen ce as a radio singer, having a ri ch barit on e voi ce. 

For some years th ey liv ed in the upper end of Raber to wns hip bu t 
mo ved to th e P e te Laughlin pla ce bel ow De Gre y ab ou t 1912. Th e 
McGaffee's ga ined an intimate acqua intance with t he India n fa milies 
who Jived on th e reserva ti on below . It was quite commo n fo r the 
Redmen t o s t op a t th eir farm to buy an d ba rter for wood, ch lckens, dairy 
produ cts, meat, e t c. 

Sam was a lover a n d co m petent judge of goo d horses a nrl usually 
had a number of better an ima ls on hand. Th e McGaffees no w res ide be­
tw een Pi erre and Rou s seau an d Sadie is st ill one of th e best cooks a lon g 
tb e river . 

Indian Relics Found Near De Grey 
Some very fin e reli cs h ave been pi ck ed up on th e site of a n old Re e 

Indian village near De Gr ey . Th e Gr andle family has a fine collecti on 
of arrowheads, in cluding on e large wh it e flint a r r ow notch ed down both 
s ides. Also a long sl ender point of a pecu liar glossy substance. Th ey 
also have a number of cla m s he ll ornaments. 

There are sm a ll pipeston e pipes, carved pipestone ornaments, 
m any s pe a r points, knives and thumbstones, a perfect bon e a wl, a pol­
ish ed 'bone 'bea d, and some human bon es. 

Th e George Bowman famil y found two la rge hollowed-ou t ro ck s 
for grinding. Another has prints of th e whorls of th e fing ers. 
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Some pottery is colore d r ed on th e out sid e, some red on the in sid e. A 
few pieces are cord ma rk ed. The other s are deco rated quite ar ti sticall y 
with st ra ight lines . 

I dug abou t ten mi nu tes in a moun d and t ur ned up a perfe ct bon e 
aw l. I turned over tons of dirt afte r -t ha t without finding an ything 01' 
va lue. Th e ligh t poro us lava had been pick ed up by the Ind ians a lon g 
t he r iver, down whi ch it had floa ted fr om th e moun tai ns. It wa s used for 
sh arpening, boring, scraping and cutt ing tools . 

I hav e a large aw l mad e from a rib an d a small bowl ca rve d fr om 
stone. - By Mrs. Will S. Harvey . 

Kossuth M. Byrum 
Ko ssut h M. Byrum was born Sep tember 20, 1852 in J oe Da vis co un ty 

Illinois , and passed a wa y at St. Mary's ho sp ital in Pi erre , Sa turda y 
morning, Se pte mbe r 20, 1934, a ft er a lingering illness , at th e age of 82 
years a nd 9 day s. 

He came to South Dakota wh ere he wa s a ranch er for eleven yea rs 
in Sully county and west of th e river. 

On December 15, 1897, he was united in marri ag e to Ev a Ann 
Rubel of Le Mars, Iowa. To this union six children were born. He liv ed 
In Iowa nine years aft er th e marriag e. After this he re turned to Sout h 
Dakota an d r esided in Hugh es county until hi s death. 

He is survived by hi s wif e, Mrs. Eva Ann Bryum ; three sons a n d 
thre e da ug hters, P aul , Ray, Lee Roy, and Mary Ellen of De Grey , Mr s. 
J ohn Kinyon, of H arrold, and Mrs. Merle Sinclair of Ha rri son , Ida ho; 
t hree s is te rs, Mrs . Ha tti e Wlley and Mr s. Hul die McCowin, of Ro ck ford, 
Ill inois, and Mrs . Cora Tucker of Sto ckton, Illi noi s ; four brothers, 
Cha rl es of Onida, Elezer of W hite Lak e a nd J oe and Coe of Stock ton, 
Illi nois . 

The Rodas 
In 1880 Fred Roda came from Rocheste r , New York , wi th his folks 

who loca ted a t Groton, S. D. At the age of 21 he st a r te d out wi th ' VIII 
Welhro uch , Marion Masters and Nick Gro ce with a team of oxen to look 
for a hom estead . Afte r traveling a s far wes t as W h ite river , they t urned 
back a nd located temp orarily nea r P ierre. F red and ' Viii hom es tead ed 
near DeGrey . Mr. Roda resid ed on hi s hom estead un til h is dea th in Oct­
ober, 1936. He was bu r ied at R iverside, P ierre. 

In 1889 he married Marie Ha usma n and to them 8 childre n were born 
of whi ch 7 a re s till livin g : Orva R. Olson , Ben F'ranklin cle rk ; Velma 
La Roche, Coro na , Califo rnia ; Crystal, Cleve la nd, Ohi o ; Mildred, tea ch er 
nea r Pi erre; E rma Br on em ann, t ea ch er near Ha rrold ; Vern , Brookings ; 
Ivan, dead ; Ir en e, student No rt her n No rmal. 

Th e Roda family hav e been noted for the ir frugal ways and their 
Interes t in educa tion. Mr . Roda sur roun de d his ho me with a ce da r she l­
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ter-belt; also elms wh ich were quite vigorous until drough t ' a nd ho ppers 
becam e so detrimental to vegetation. Mrs. Rod a still liv es on th e home­
s tead. 

Lew Richards' Story 
Lew Rich ards arrived in th is coun ty from Wi scon sin in the s pr ing of 

1884. H e was 19 years old wh en he arrived at Blunt. He ca me with 
hi s fa ther, Rob ert F. Ri ch ards. The oth er childre n in Robert's fa mily 
were Merwin, Winifred , Birdie, Roy and Hobart. Th e fa th er le ft here 
in 1904; bo th he and his wife are st ill living at Ab erdeen. Lew's mother 
wa s 82 on March 3, 1937. 

Robert Ri chards while at Blunt was a harness maker. Lew s pen t 
mos t of hi s time running ca t tle west of Blu nt until about 1910. Late r he 
farm ed his moth er 's 1h secti on in Pl easant Va lley TwV. for a fe w years. 
In September, 1917, he married R uby H elen Coop er . Le w had been 
staying a t th e W. S. Sparks ' home bnt after marrying he and his wife 
moved to th e De Gr ey neighborhood. Mrs. R icha rd s died J ul y 16, 1933, 
a nd was buried at th e Gidding's Cemetery. T he moth er left 5 ch ildren. 

Lew says the dro ug ht wa s to ug h in 1900; they had to go to H yde 
Coun ty to make ha y. But h e think s the pas t few years we have passed 
through have been the tou ghest in h is expe r ience. In 1900-01 anthrax 
ca use d a big liv estock loss es pecia ll y a long the Chapelle Cr eek . Little 
wa s known about th e disease then; vaccine came from France. Large 
numbers of ca t tle died quick ly and many of th em were not burned. Lew : 
helped dump 90 head in the Oln ey ci stern and the 'We ll man well, 6 or 
7 m iles southea st of Blunt ; he was working for Ed Carey . In the 
Rich ards' herd were 125 head and half of th es e were lost with anthrax. 

During the days when people were pulling out , th e s t reets of Blunt 
were crowde d with prairie schooners, horses, oxen, mules and co ws till 
t ra ffic wa s badly blo ck ed at times. Some went east driving th e fami­
liar Democrat buggy. 

"Mort" Howard Passes On 
Mort Howard came to Sully County in 1881 and filed on a hom estead. 

H e shipped his goods to Blunt in 1882 and practically all th ere wa s at 
the s ta ti on was a platform. The other s t ructure wa s th e land office 
bu ilding. His fa ther and a br oth er , Link, also made fi lings in Sully 
County. T hey too k t ree claims and put ou t many t rees bu t the ravages 
of bad years have destroyed m os t of t hem. Arnold, a P ierre ba rber, 
sti ll has a liv in g grove in that co unty, n ot far fr om trail 83. 

Mort fa rme d on a large scale and used on e of the firs t tractors eve r 
brought in t o the co u nty. H e di d blacks m ithi ng and th reshing for h'is 
neighborhood, using hor se power an d many tim es length ened ou t the 
long autumn days at this strenuo us work . He did not move to Hughes 
County until 1910 and was rewarded with good crops here as he was in 
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Sully Cou nty ; yet e ndure d the many hardships whi ch all p ion eers 
ex pe r ienced. 

La ter he did truck gardening extens ive ly nea r Rousseau. Wh ile there 
he sa w thr ee flood s on the Mis souri ; th e last on e in 1927 brough t wa ter 
up to th e chai r bottoms in hi s house. 

It should have been r elated bef or e tha t in 1880 he ma rried Evelyn 
McClure, a SUlly County girl. Their child re n were: Harr-isou , Noma 
Baad e, Cecl la. Delby Fergurson, lana B. Putnam, Corbot and Cla rk . The 
mother di erl In 1933 and a year la ter the fa th er .died a nd both a re buri ed 
in th e Onida Ce metery. 

As men tioned above Mort wa s a n ea rly pow er fa r me r owning a Twin 
City tractor; a forge and blacksmith ou t fit wa s sta ti oned in th e field to 
straighten out plow beams and shares whi ch need ed fr equent attention 
on ac count of the rocks. At times he al so had cons tde r a bls stock and 
suffered substantial loss In some of th e bad winters. Hi s family knew 
th e limitations of sad houses and straw she ds. 

The Baade Family 
Fred Baad e moved from Michigan to Aberdeen in 1880 and later 

fil ed on a hom estead in Day co un ty. He helped build the Milwaukee 
road east fro m Ab erdeen. He a ls o farm ed with ox en during t he farming 
se as on. He worked at well drilling and helped in th e harvest field s. 
Br eaking th e virgin sod with oxen was s trenuous work but in those years 
th ey were rewarded with bountiful c rops ; wh eat ran about 20 bushels 
per acre and wa s worth $1.00 a bushel . When th e farmer weut to town 
he took wheat and traded it for groceries , furniture or whatever he need­
ed ; not mu ch money c ha nge d hands. In the '90's m any people left, 
some walking out, some driviug in ca r ts, e tc. Those who staye d came 
out a nd ma de money . 
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In 1904 he came to Hu gh es county reach ing Harrold on the railroad 
with a few oxe n and cow s. He loca ted near Gidd ings, 20 mil es so ut h­
wes t of Harrold. An a nt hrax epidemic broke out and he lost a ll but one big 
white ox wh ich had s tray ed ba ck as far as Harrold. Th is he sold to a buy er 
for $30. Experiencing th is hard lu ck he walked to P ie rre looking for 
wor k and was happy to ge t a job on the government gang which was 
rip ra pping Ma r ion 's Island to pro tect Fort Pi erre. La ter he help ed to 
pu t in a nd ta ke out th e pontoon bridge a cross th e riv er. In 1897 h e 
wo rk ed for 'th e No rth W es tern railway a nd con tinue d for 9 years as sec­
t ion for ema n. In 1906 he moved down to De Gr ey township wh er e he has 
s inc e resided. In 1888 he had ma rried Alvina Metz at Web st er. Sh e 
d ied in 1920 an d wa s bu ri ed at Pi erre. Fred ilied in 1933 at St. Mary's 
hospital at th e age of 72 a nd was buried in Pierre. Th e ch ild re n are 
Frank and Martin. 

H e oft en men ti on ed the pan ic of 1895-96; mos t peo ple ha d no money 
except for the bare necessities. A go vern me nt project of r ip rapping th e 
Misso ur i ba nk for qu it e a distan ce bel ow P ie rre helpe d ma ny a home­
s te ade r ; in fa ct eve ry profes s ion almost fr om a golds mit h to a ho bo wa s 
em ploy ed . Most a ll of th e work was don e with whe el ba rr ows except 
the hau ling down of th e boulders from t he hill s to the north . Though 
t imes were hard th en th ey a re worse now with more peopl e bein g un­
employ ed an d grassho ppers, beetles an d hot winds dev astating gardens 
an d crops. 

'F red wa s a gr eat booster in a quiet way and had implici t fait h in 
thi s coun try. H e was a ble to judge it because he t ra ve le d cons ide rably. 
He was noted for hi s thr ift a n d alway s beli ev ed th a t a farmer or stock 
man sho uld keep two yea rs of fee d an d seed on hand. 

Reminiscences of Henry Lewis Jones 
H. L. J on es (mos tly plain " Han k") ca me to thi s locality in 

1866 by joini ng a mule team load ed with provisions for old Ft. Sully. 
In 1871 Mr. Jones participated in th e r emoval of the Spott ed Tail 

Indians from 'Whetstone, th eir Agen cy, four mil es above Wh eeler , to the 
Big 'Whit e Clay c re ek , near Crow Butte. 

H e worked for th e J. W , Bosler Ca ttle Co. of Omaha, "Bill" Paxton 
of th at plac e being th e gen eral superintendent. Th ey had the cont rac t 
for furni shing beef to th e Indian ag encies along th e Missouri. He worked 
for this com pany four years. In 187 5, while in th eir employ, he married 
Mis s Th eresa DeGr ey , a mixed blood Sioux. 

In the spr ing of 1876 he quit the Bosler outfit 'and started three wood 
yards, th e same being at F t. George Island ; a t th e mouth of Chapelle 
creek, a nd near th e present King & Taylor buildings sout h of De Gr ey. 
H e a ls o open ed two road ranches, on e at th e h ead of Chain de Ro ch e 
south of the John Sayer .butldings and th e other at th e Charley DeGrey 
place, south of th e present DeGrey post office. A road ranch was a pla ce 
wh ere meals were served a nd teams fe d for the t ra veling ,public. Tra­
vel ers usually ca rried the ir bed s . 
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Mr. Jones died April 17, 1927 

A li ttle colony sta r te d to layout a townsit e about where Logan Du ff 
now liv es, whi ch is northwes t of the Ma ssey store abo ut 40 rods. They 
named it Winnebago City. Will Ingh am pu t ou t a n ewspap er shingle 
and the project look ed lik e a su re go. (Mr . Ingham died las t year at 
Miles City.) But ho pes of the new com ers were doo me d to disappoint­
ment. (Note: P re s. Cle ve lan d c lose d th e reservation to set tl em en t. ) 

On July I , 1877, he to ok th e cont ract for ca r rying th e m ail between 
Ft. Thompson and Ft. Sully. He retained this job until December, 1878, 
wh en he took over th e Ft. Pi erre-Rapid City Route. 

Mrs. Jon es di ed in 1881 and Mr. Jones and 3 children the n mad e 
th eir home in Pi erre. F our child re n had been born to this marr iage, 
namely, Cha rles, William. Mab el a nd a baby. The baby di ed in infancy 
and Mab el pa ssed away in Pi erre in ~910. The so ns, n ow men wit h 
families, liv e on th e Che ye nne reservation. 

On March I , 1883, Mr. Jones en te re d the governmen t se r vice as 
Boss Herder for th e Big Bend portion of th e local res ervation , which 
position he held until July I , 1890. 

Presid ent Arthur opene d th e res ervation to settleme nt on F eb . 28, 
1885. Many hom e-seekers rushed in and staked ou t clai ms. Ten days 
after the Ar thur proclamati on Presid en t Cle ve la nd r escinded that a ction 
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and ordered th e would be homesteaders to withdraw. Soldiers were 
se nt to rem ove t he most obs t ina te on es. 

On Jun e 30, 1887, he married Anna Jane Raber. To this parentage 
were born six child ren. Those living are Mr s. Charle s Fratzke, Mrs. 
Charles Cole r, Mrs. J esse Albright and Samuel. Mrs. Jones has a 
daughter, Annie, by previous ma rr ia ge, who is now Mrs. J oe Knig ht. 

On F ebrua ry 14, 1896, t he J on es hom e at the mouth of Chapelle 
creek was burned. A la rge part of "Hank's" diaries burned. 

From th e remain ing records we catch a glim ps e of current happen­
ings in this prairie r iver co untry in early days. The diar ies we re kept 
while Mr. Jones ran a road ranch . Mention is made of prospectors, 
traders, outlaws, ho meseekers, and In dia ns , s topping for meals or 
lodging at the Jones quarters. T he stage usually ca r ried fro m one to 
half a doz en passengers. 

"Hank" says he liked the old days be tt e r. More people we re t ravel­
ing ; li fe was freer, neighbors we ren't so close. 

Th e local In dian s hav e a fr iend ly and earnest respect for Mr. J on es, 
wh o ha s been so long in the ir m ids t, trea t ing the m fai rl y an d nev er t rying 
to tak e a dvanta ge of the ir m ea ger bu siness abil ity. 

- Sou th Da kota Hi s torical Collection Vol. XI, Page 391-Written 1921 

For Mrs. Tutin's 80th Birthday 
\Ve 're glad to be with you on this happy even t 

And pay honor to th e 80 years of lif e you have spe nt. 
In this country you've been a real pioneer; 

And to you those days will always be dear. 

\Ve know yo u've had sorrow, tr ials and ca re ! 
But that shows you 're human, for we all have our sh are. 

But mixed in with th is, yo u've had joy and gladness 
And we find that th ey a lways outweigh our sadnes s. 

You 'v e g iven se r vice and aid to many a fr ie nd ;� 
In this, may you con tin ue cl ear thru to th e en d,� 

F or th e sun st ill sh ines a nd the wind blows cold� 
But why tell you th is , th at story is old .� 

F or yo u've endure d Dakota, its sno w and its heat ,� 
And the real pion eer spirit is sure hard to beat.� 

And today with fri ends her e gathered a ro un d� 
Our wish is that your lif e with joy will abound.� 

\Ve might wish you travel, fame, r iches and wea lth, 
But our wish for you is contentment, kind fri ends and good health . 

May your lif e be enriched with fri ends loyal and true 
And again ou r club sa ys Happy Birthday to yo u. 

-Composed by Mrs. Ray Pool. 
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What Happened to Mr. G. C. Tutin 
Mr. an d Mrs. G. C. Tutin a re th e old est pioneers living in this n eigh­

borhood. George arrived in Harrold , April 17, 1883. At this time there 
was no thing, but a box car in the town now known as Harrold. The 
'I'ut.in family s ettled 3 miles west and 4 miles south of H arrold on the 
Krull pla ce, and moved on Chapelle creek in 1886. This land was open ed 
to se ttleme nt, F eb ., 1885. People flocked in .by th e hundreds. When 
Pres. Cleve lan d close d the land to settlement, soldiers were se nt out to 
get th em off. 

Then ca me th e Indian W ar threats in 1885. The Si oux tribe suc­
cee de d in burning 150 shanties between Rousseau and this neighborhood. 
Th ere were rumors that Sitting Bull was com ing th is way . Ammunition 
wa s sent to Col. Waite at Blunt to protect th e se t tle rs. Th e old mill 
at Blunt wa s to s e r ve as th e fort. This wa s only a scare; Sitting Bull 
didn 't come . 

July 4, 1884 marks the date of the first pioneer picnic a t R. A. 
Jack son home. Two days before, a hail storm pounded th e corn into 
the ground. Th e hail stones were as la rge a s tea cups and didn ' t melt 
until th e next day. Prairie dogs and rattlesnakes were wa sh ed ou t and 
drowned. 

The first Sunday scho ol in Pl ea sant Valley township wa s started 
in 1883 at the home of John Nead. Mrs. R. A. Jackson wa s th e leader. 
An ea rly minist er pr eached in a little red school house on the Tutin 
homestead . Rev. W . F. Doty, a Sunday sc hool missionary, came la te r and 
preached . 

The first school ho us e was built in 1894 ea s t of Giddings. Annie 
Ma rso was th e tea ch er. This township was named after Mr . Raber, 
anoth er old pioneer. Mr . Raber hauled wood to Blunt with oxe n ,an d 
brought ba ck groceries m aking the t r ip of 50 mil es in 2 days. 

There wa s over two feet of snow on th e prairi e on May 5, 1883. In 
1886 the drought came ; on ly 3 peop le remained in P leasant Valley at the 
end of th e summer ; Jim Ryan, J. T. Baines and W ill Baines. Th e 
Chape lle Cr eek country r eop ened for se t tl eme nt about 1890. 

A regular s teamboat trade went up the Missouri River to Bism arck 
unt il th e rail road was es ta blis hed in 1880. 

There wa s very little grass on the pr airie for se ve ra l years due to 
the prairie fir es . There were no fli es or weeds. Nothing grew in th e 
fi elds ex cept what was planted. Th ey received a fa ir pr ice for a ll th ey 
so ld . Th e fir e breaks were plowed ev ery s ix miles to prevent fires . 
Later th ey were pla ced every three miles. 

-Contributed. 

Charlie West, Our Colored Neighbor 
Charles F. West was born in Fayette county, Ohi o, but came from 

Pueblo, Colo. , and filed on a ho mestead near De Grey in 1901. He was 
without funds but accompanied by his small so n Charles, who now ope r­
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ates a garage a t Canning, he managed to persevere and by thrift be­
came an exte ns ive stoc k ra iser, farmer and garden er. H is sp ecialty 
has been alfalfa, melons and potatoes. He owns 322 ac res of land , part 
of it being on the river bottom southe as t of De Gr ey. He nev er saw 
suc h a long period wh en crops couldn 't be raised . Other se t tl e r s of 
that day were Corning, Fowler and Dell Daniels. 

Marion Ma ssey 's father homes teaded n ear Black Lake and Charley 
te lls how he found him 'wit h a bob s le d which had tipped over a s he 
wa s returning .from Can ni ng with ro ad s badly drifted . Th ey re- loade d 
th e coa l an d finally succeede d in getting it home. Jo e Gr eenwood was 
a not he r neighbor . One handicap of th at day wa s th e scarci ty of water ; 
se t tle rs in many cases d id not have good wells. Many ca ttle ro amed 
th e pr airies . 

Mr . \Vest has had the mi sf ortune to have tw o ho uses burn down ; 
a ls o hi s au to mo bile wa s destroyed by fire . 

Michael Nelson Thomson 
Mike was born in Denmark in 1857. In 1883 he to ok up a pre-amp­

tion 12 mil es north and ' west of Pi erre in P eoria towns hip. He n ev er 
married. He .sol tl milk in Pi erre from 1885 to 1898. He first liv ed be­
yo nd th e s tockyards near th e brickyard and later moved down on the 
pr esent Tyler ran ch. H e expe rie nce d som e hard t ime s the n as people 
ofte n couldn' t pay their milk bills. So he returned to his land in th e 
co unt ry an d ran ch ed for a fe w years but later r eturned to Pi erre. 
In 1901 he placed a homest ead filing on the SE l,4 32-110-76 which lies 
wes t of De Gre y. He took out his second naturalization papers in Pierre 
befor e H. R. Tarbell, cle rk of courts . 

An Early De Grey Settler 
Ed Hau sm an ca me fr om Lebanon , N. Y. in 1882 with hi s ' Wife ' a nd 

hom est ead ed a t De Gr ey . Th ere were 11 childre n 'in the fa mily ; 8 
a re still living. They a re J ohn, Mar ie Roda, Carl, L ottie W elch , Ev a 
Eakri gh t, Cly de, Milton an d Jake. 

E d ba rb ered in Pi erre fo r many yea rs. In 1914 he lost hi s a rm 
in a well r ig in th e P ock e t, and SOon afterward he di ed . Moth er died 
in t he spr ing of 1936 a nd both are buried a t Riverside. 

- Carl Hausm an. 

The Greenwoods 
J ess ie J on es a rr ived from Wisconsin and filed on the N\V14 23-110-76 

in the fa ll of 1905. Sh e establis he d permanent re sidence here in 
t he s pri ng of 1906 an d taught sc h ool west of De Grey the follo wing 
win ter. Th e building had only two window s on the side. She married 
J oe Gr eenwood who had come fr om Oshkosh , Wi s. Jo e had filed on 
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SE% 13-110-76. Their home has been on this tract of land for many 
years, wh ere there is plenty of good water. 

A sa d ac cident darken ed this hom e in 1920 when Horace was killed 
while riding a horse. There was no cemetery in the neighborhood so the 
Chapelle Cem etery Assn . was formed and a burial ground platted a mile 
so uth of Giddings and in its firs t grave Horace' s body wa s pla ced. By 
1937 thei'e are a bout 24 graves in the cemetery. 

Ot her Greenwood children a re: Lilli an , now Mrs. Pa ul E. Brown, 
n ea r Arlington; Mary, going t o sc hool in Aberdeen; Ri chard , a Junior 
in Blunt High School. 

J es s ie Greenwood has been active in Home E xtension work s in ce 1922. 
H er children have achieved ex ceptional 4-H Club recognition. Mrs. Green­
wood has always assumed a responsible position in Sunday School ac ­
tivity, both at Giddings and Sunnyview. She and her husband have 
se rved on the school board a number of terms. 

The Coopers Come and Stay 
In the fa ll of 1907 Warren Cooper a nd fa mily a r r ive d in Hu gh es 

county. The ch ildren were, Fred , Lawren ce, 'Valte l', Ruby (la ter mar­
r ied L ew Ri ch ards; now is deceased). 

La wrence and W alter hom est eaded on Dorian Isl and in th e wester n 
por tion of the Big Ben d. This wa s the fam ily home for 7 years. Afte r 
proving u p the holdi ngs were sold to H en ry P e ters of Sp earfish who 
accum ulated over 800 acres in that loca li ty. 

Ther e are some graves on the Isl and and over one of the m s tan ds 
a headstone. It says, accordin g to Wal ts memory : " Owen Holl and, 
so ldie r, died In se r vice." The da te he does not r em ember. Ther e is 
an inscri pti on of the American flag on th e stone, an d the beli ef is that 
a passing boat gave burial to on e of their departed . 

The Coope rs ran ch ed in Sully county for 4 years and th en moved 
to th e Billy Congdo n r an ch on Chapell e creek ; after r emaining th ere 
for 2 years th e F . M. Ma ssey st ore was purch as ed by Cooper Bros., who 
al so operated a ca t tle ranch up the creek from the De Gr ey store. MI'S, 
Warren Cooper, the m other, died about 1910 a nd the fa th er 10 years 
later. They are bu r ied at Mattoon, Ill. A us eful addition wa s made 
to the De Grey center in 1931 when the W oodman hall was erec te d by 
the local energe tic lodge. 
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The Allemans 'Among Pioneers 
P et er All eman and wife arrived in local terrt tory in 1882 from near 

Council Bluffs, Iowa. They came overland with wagons wh ich contain­
ed household effec ts , chicke ns , etc. Ca ttle were trailed th e long dis tance, 
They se t tled in Peoria bottom. The ch ildren of this family were, P et e, 
ranch er in the ce n tra l part of th e townshi p ; Sam, P eoria bottom ran ch­
e r; Ha ttie Grab el' and George, in Iowa ; Mary Bunch, life los t In auto 
a cc ident ; Albert and 'Will, Haak on Co. : Lawren ce, a stockman in wes tern 
Mentor township. \Vill is quite a successful rancher near the Carlin 
bridge ac ross the Che ye nne river. Th is bridge Is named for Douglas Ca rlin 
wh o ra nch ed in ea r ly day s a bout 7 mlle s west of the pr esent bridge. 
Bef ore th e bridge wa s built the ma in ford cross ing was west of th e pres­
ent s ite. This bridge was de dica te d In 1922 and th e cost was $99,600. 
Since then a spa n h as been adde d, making th e total cos t $120,000. Will 
ha s e rected a n elegant horn e just so ut hwest of th e br idge a t an a ppro xi­
mate cost of $10,000. 

P e ter All eman, SI" J,di ed about 20 years ago a nd hi s wi fe a bout 10 
years later. The remains lie in Oahe ce me te r y ab out Ih mil e north of 

th e Riggs ranch buildings. All um ber of Indians resided in that vicinity 
in th e ea rly days. In P lerre ia confec ti one r y s tore stood where the ,J. C. 
P enny s to re is now located . P et er Jr. marr-Ied J ennie Cla rk a t P ierre 
on Dec. 12, 1896. , Thei r childre n are, Hugo, Clinton, Herman , Cla rence 
an d Iva n. Sam has only one child , Gladys , Lawren ce married St ella Bane 
a nd the ir childre n are, Marjorie, Aus ti n, Harold, Anni e and Maxine, 

P eter, Sr. and the old er boys used to a cquire ext ra money by hauling 
wood an d ha y to to wn an d by fr e ight ing for F t . Sully, and F t. Ben nett , the 
la tter over th e ice in win ter. 

In 1894 or '95 Lieutenant Calla han's wif e was re turning from Pl erra in 
an ambulance or coach draw n by 4 mules. H e wa s a n off icer staticne d 
at Ft. Ben nett an d as 'it wa s win ter an d the ice deemed safe, a c ros s ing was 
attem pted . The who le thing wen t t hrough the ice and Pete (the son) 
helped pull the m out. Th e 4 mules were dr own ed as was al so M rs , 
Calla ha n. Th e driver was never found. Quite a supply of groceries 
was badly damag ed by the accide n t. 

Joseph Pitlick Perseveres 
Mr . Pitlick was born In Pllsen, Boh emia, September 16th, 1861. 

When a lad of five he came to Am erica with his parents. Th e tr ip wa s 
made on a saili ng ve ssel , r equiring 13 weeks to make th e journ ey across 
the ocean. They arrived In America In August, 1866. His parents 
immi gra ted to Iowa City, Iowa, an d it wa s there in 1882 that Mr. an d 
Mrs. P ltli ck we re mar ried. 

Many hardships we re endured du ring their ea rlier days here. Mr. 
Pltlick reca ll s the time he hauled hogs to market for $1.25 per hundred , 
oats for 6c a bushel a nd corn for 10c. He ha uled these hogs tw enty­
five m iles In a lu mber wagon fro m Iowa City to Ceda r Rapids. 
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Mr. Pi tlick and hi s family carne to Sully County in 1903. He is the 
fa th er of 10 ch ildren, 8 of whom are living. H e thought th a t the land 
of South Dakot a off ered better opportuni ti es for a man with a large 
family. He lived in Sully Co un ty until 1910 . In 1910 th ey moved t o 
Pierre. They lived there 2 years, corning to P eoria Bottom in 1912, wh ere 
they have since resided . 

Mr . Pitlick bought a farm known as the Yellowhawk land. On this 
land stood an old log house, about 40x16 feet. This house was made 
from hand hewn cottonwood logs and wa s built by Harney's soldiers 
e igh ty years ago. It is s uppose d to be the oldest log structure in the 
cou nty . The family lived in this house till 1918, wh en they moved 
into a new house built a few rods away from it. Mr. Pitlick, with the 
help of hi s s on Carl. built a fin e set of buildings on th is land. A new home 
was n ecessary, for the old log house would no longer k eep out sn a kes. 
This place makes th e fifth home that he has es ta blished and built up. 

In 1907 he sh ippe d his fir st ca r load of hogs to Chicago, probably the 
first car load shipped from Pierre. When h e arrived in Chicago with 
the hogs, h e was asked what he fed them, for South Dakota wasn't 
supposed to be able to produce any fe ed that would fatten hogs. S ince 
that time he has averaged 2 ca rloads of hogs every year until two years 
ago, wh en he and his son were compelled to quit raising them on a c­
count of drought. He has a lwa ys been an active ca t tle and hog feeder. 

Mr. Pitlick has gone through several drouth periods suc h as 1911 
and 1912. In 1926 hog chole ra s tr uc k for the first time and caused a lo ss 
of $8000. A few years ago lightning s truck and killed 21 head of ca ttle. 
In 1932 rye and corn were s even cents a bushel. Now for the past few 
years h e ha s been pa ssing through this terrible si eg e of drouth and 
hoppers. But he h as th e nature of a pioneer, for h e nev er co m pla in s . 
On e neighbor sa id of him, " I n ev er saw anyone take a s much abuse and 
punishment with this drouth and hopper plague as Mr. Pitllck has taken 
and k eep su ch a stiff upper lip." 

Cyrus Gain Robinson 
Cy rus Gain Robinson. first s on of Dr. Ga in R obinson and Mary 

L ouise Tayl or Robinson , wa s boru April 1, 1850, at Baton Rou ge , 
L oui s iana , a n d passed pea cefully a wa y in his hom e at Oa he, S .D., Sept. 
1, 1933, at the age of e ighty-th ree yea rs a n d fi ve m onths. Ther e is on ly 
one left of th is family of te n; h is parents , five brothers a n d on e sister 
having pre ced ed hi m in dea th . One s is te r , Mrs. H elen R . Baker, of 
Ma comb, Illinois is s t ill livin g. 

March 23, 1885, he was married to Bess1e Brisco Burmood in Mt. 
S terling. Illinois. Mr s. Robinson di ed J anuary 1, 1921 , and t wo infant 
sons di ed many years ago . Mr. Robinson leaves to mourn hi s death 
t win sons, Harvey Philip a nd Gain Henry Robinson an d one daughte r , 
Ma ry Robinson Pitlick, a n d their famili es , a ll of Oahe, S. D. 

'Vhile a you ng man he taught school severa l terms in Ill in ois , 
proved u p on a cla im in Kansa s , wa s a registered pharma cist. and wa s 

-164­



admitted to th e bar. But most of hi s time was s pent on a farm in 
Illinoi s and the ranch in South Dakot a . 

:\11'. Robinson .was among th e ea rly se ttle rs of this vicini ty , hav ing 
come with his wi fe fro m Illinois in th e early eighties. For years Mr. 
Robin son wa s connec te d in th e banking bu siness with his brother in 
th e cit y of Pi erre ; they owning what was known as th e Bank of Pi erre, 
which was on e of the rlrst , if not the flrst, bank in Pi erre. While in 
Pierre he wa s a member of the Masonic lodge; becoming a Knight s 
T emplar. He fell away from th e lodge about forty years ago, wh en th e 
family moved to Oahe, where they have made their hom e since. Aft er 
moving to th e country Mr. Robinson and hi s sons did a great deal of 
freighting of Indian supplie s, going overland with teams and wagons 10 

the Che ye nne Agen cy , where hi s brother had a store. 

Mr. Robinson ca me of good old Presbyterian Scottish and English 
s toc k on one s ide and th e Pilgrim and P ennsylvania Dut ch or Quaker 
stock on th e othe r side. His outstanding traits of characte r were hi s 
quiet, unassuming ways ; always thinking of others fir st, trying to do 
something to make some one else happy , n ev er complaining, and always 
keeping hi s sorrows to himself. To th e very last his mind was al ert 
and his body active. Hi s sickness was only of a few days duration. Ev er 
since th e death of hi s wife, he has suffe red loneliness, but suffered in 
sile nce. 'So we mu st think of him as having only left us for awhile 
to join hi s wif e and two infant sons. We lov ed him, ah! perhaps too well, 
but God ha s taken him hom e to a well deserved rest ; his last word ') 
bei ng "Ga in, Harvey, Mary, where Is she ?" 

- Da lly Ca pit a l Journal, Pierre , South Dakota-Sept. 20, 19:1 3 

Hans Sorensen, a Noted Frontiersman 
Han s Sorensen was born In Denmark a rid later married. H e came 

to this co untry, and rea ch ed this coun ty In 1889. He located north of 
Blunt in Sully Co. The wif e died soon after th ey became se t t led, lea v­
Ing 7 ch ildre n to th e rather's care. Those child re n were : Chris, now 
man ager Ft. Pi erre elevator ; James, F t. Pi erre; Margaret Moulton, 
Oa he ; Grondlna Giddi ngs, F t. P ierre; Chris ti na , Annie ami Martin died 
previous to 1937. 

In 1892 Ha ns married Maggie Weis ch edel in Pierre. H e was a 
master of ma ny trades, He was sk illed at mas on ry ; construc tio n work ; 
music ; shoe re pa iring ; a nd had an inventive turn of mind. He heLped 
build the pontoon bri dg e ac ross th e Missouri. Th e childre n fr om th e 
secon d marriage a re, Helen Redden , Stanley Co.; Alfred , deceased; 
An ina Lu nd , Ca na da; 'Val tel' , Pi erre flori s t ; Howard, in Pi erre Auto­
motive shop. 

Mr. Sorensen moved with hi s family to P eoria bottom in 1897 as 
he had se cure d th e old Hump Rib pla ce fr om Mason P. Marti n. Hump 
Ri b was a Sioux chief and we felt quite pr oud occ upy ing his domic ile, 
to wh ich we la ter added 2 log room s. 
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Ha ns had managed a brick yard in Denmark 'and was sure that 
he could make bricks from th e soil near Oahe. In 1903 h e began pre­
parations : he built a round vat about 3 feet high and - 12 feet across. 
Between it s double walls was a 5 inch space which was filled with ea r th. 
Against th is on the inside was const ructed the "mixer," a box made 
of heavy planks about 4 ft. sq uare and 5 ft. high'. A contraption some­
thing lik e th e ladle on the inside of an ice cream -tr eezer did th e mix" 
ing. Gumbo and sandy soil were the ingred ients used. Water was 
carried to it from th e well through a garden hos e. A horse was h itched 
to a: long sw eep ' and th e sti rring began, Hans stood in ' 'a hol e a r.d 'a s 
th e mixture came out into a se cond vate he filled moulds. The gr een 
bri cks were pla ced "til the sun to dry by 2 'ca rr ie r s . When suffi cientIy 
cure d th ey were smoothed up and ' taken in wh eel ',barrows and pla ced 
in long ri cks , about 2 72 . feet wid e and 3' ftl ,high, a lways with ai r spac e 
between . Open sh eds protect ed : the brieks from rain .but all owed ' the 
entrance of sunligh t. 

Wh en t he bricks were th oroughly dry they were' placed in : the kiln, 
20 x 30 ,ft. by 12 tt. . high. This , was made from broken an d ' dam aged 
bricks and .was plaster ed up with "mixture" 011 the ou tsid e so ' that the 
heat would not esca pe. ' Th ree ' archways had been constructed With 
op en ings r ea chingvup to a top op ening; in the se fir es were ' butltva ud 
kept going for 3 day s. At th e la st firing th 'e fuel doors were mudded 
shut: caus ing the fires to die ,aw ay slowly. At the end of 10 days the 
kiln would be opene d and the harvest of reddish brick , perfec t exce pt 
for th e on es directly over th e arch es, greeted the enthus ias tic workers. . 

A st eamboat, the Scotty Philip. t ook th e fir st kiln ' of bri ck s to 
Pi erre. M r. Soren sen us ed th e secon d kiln product to build an 8 ro om 
home. Running water was supplie d by th e windmill; thus we ha d on e 
of th e first "modern" rural homes in t his area . The firs t kiln of brick s 
paid for th e lumber and hardware in the n ew home. 

Father died in 1911. 
- He le n Redden , a daugh ter, 

Among the Teton Dako tas 
Thomas L. R iggs 

In 1840, Stephen Riggs pr ea ched his first sermon in Dakota Territory, 
not far from Fort Pi erre monum ent, where h e hoped to es tablish a 
mission. Th e roving Dakota Indians, howev er, did not make it possible 
to es tablis h a perman ent settlement. 

Thirty-two years after his father' s visit to Dakota, Thomas L. Riggs, 
the second son, began a log cabin mission house ca lled Hope Station. 
Of the expe rie nces of th ese early days, Mr . Riggs wrote : " Beginn ing our 
rniss ton among th e Teton Sioux involved much hard work and real 
danger. In th e woods with an axe, rafting on th e muddy and turbulent 
Missouri, lifting and fitting th e green cottonwood logs to pla ce in the 
station building-all is fresh and vivid even to the soreness and pain in 
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th e han ds and ba ck. I could get no help at that ti me- the summe r of 
1872. No whit e man would hi re to work unprotect ed a mo ng In dians here , 
and hen ce with the help of an occa si on al Ind ia n, a younger bro th er and 
I wor ked on Hope Station. We liv ed as th e na tiv es liv ed , on bacon , 
greasy br ea d a nti bla ck co ffee .An Indian wom an, th e helper's wife, cook­
ed for us. After the burning h eat of the day we sl ep t on the groun d 
with our rifl es und er our blankets bes ide us . Often we were awak ener! at 
da wn a nd sa lute d during t he day by the n ear re port of a r ifle , the ping 
of the ba ll overhead sho wing that it wa s the gun of so me In dian to 
sca re us, an d grim fun it wa s. Two 111en wer e kill ed a t th e agen cy ; 
a few m iles awa y a m essenger was shot dead; an d at Fort Sully on th e 
oppos it e si de of the r iver, that hav en of safe ty as we regarded it , an 
officer wa s sho t in t he hea d and severely wounded with in sight of th e F ort. 

" W e wor ke d on th e h ouse week day s and on the Sab bath , ser vices 
were h eld lon g before I could ta lk Dakota other th a n in a lame way. 
Th e attendance was fitf ul and uncer tatn-e-now a full ho use and the n bu t 
on e or t wo dirty child re n . Then, as th ey would not come to us, I went 
to th em . In to th ei r dirty houses or smoky ten ts I took the A B C 
book a nd in thi s way gathered th em in. " 

Later t wo n ew miss ion s were e st a blishe d, on e on th e west s ide of 
the Misso uri , the ot her ea s t of the river a t P eo ria Bottom. The la tt e r 
site wa s known a s Oahe where the hi stori c Cha pel still sta nds and 
wh er e Mr . Ri ggs s t ill mak es hi s hom e. The missi on was di scon tinued 
in 1913. 

Mr . Riggs has been on e of the dev oted Ch ri s tian mi ssionaries of 
ea r ly wes tern Sou th Dakota. Hi s work among the Indian s is a la sting 
mem oria l to hi s heroic ef for t. His lab ors affe ct ed th e liv es of many men 
and women among the Indlan s of th e wes t river count ry. 

Th e work of ou r Ch ris tian mi ssionari es is one of our inheritances 
to be con tinued and passed on to th e next ge ne ra tion , a sugges ti on for 
"My Heritage a nd th e Future-A Trus t." - Young Cit izen, 1933. 

Fielder Bottom Pioneers 
J oseph Ihli came to Fi elder bottom in th e late fall of 1884 from 

Stevenso n Co., Illinois and wa s joined by hi s wif e later tn the fall. His 
father Xavier and family also came to that location and lived on part 
of what is now the Fred Elbert pla ce. The Joseph Ihli family after 
living 20 years at Fielder, moved to East Pi erre wh ere th ey have since 
r esided. Xavier died in 1897 and his wif e in 1906; both were buried in 
Ca lva ry Cemeter y north of Pierre. Their childre n were: Magdalena, 
who married Fred Eb ert; Louise became Mrs. Bert Benton, Pierre ; 
John who died in Pierre in 1922 ; Wendel died in Idaho ; and Joseph 
men tio ned above. This son engage d in farming, s tock raising and 
tea ching sc hool until h e was appointed deputy county a uditor in 1905. 
He served rather con tinuously in the Court House until 1925 wh en h e 
did field work with th e state hail insurance department ; he wa s later 
Pi erre cit y assessor for 7 yea rs . 
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He sa ys th at by the latter part of 1884 a ll the land s in this part of 
value had b een filed on . Population then far exce ed ed that of today. 
In th e fir st P eor'i a e lec t ion h e a ttende d, 66 vot e s were cast; these were 
by men because wom en could not vote; now th a t township has le s s than 
66 voters, both men a nd wome n. T hi s wou ld h old t rue for all parts of 
t he co u nty outside of Pi erre. 

One was impres s ed with the fac t that educ a ted men a n d wo men 
who had se t tle d on land seemingly lived in con te ntme n t in s mall sod 
house s a nd s hacks of eve ry de scription. In thos e days it did n ot r e­
qu ire th e glare tha t peopl e in m od ern days seem to seek. 

In tho se days th e Bla ck Hills stage a n d the bull trains were still 
making the ir regular trips fr om Pi erre t o t h e Hills. Soldiers were a 
common sight on th e street s of Pi erre a s at that tim e both F t. Sully and 
Ft. Bennett were lo cated up on th e river; the former being 23 mil es 
from P ie r re and the lat ter 30 miles . These po sts re ceived their sup­
pli es by steam boat on the Mis sou ri. W hile the 11th In fantry , U . S. A., 
wa s stat ioned here, F iorell o La Gua rdi a, ,fa the r of the pre sen t )Iayor of 
New York, was ch ie f musici an of the 11th Regimen tal band at Ft. S ull y. 
Fiorello, who was th en a very sma ll b oy, is now quite a na tion al figure . 

In th e literary socie ty in the Fi elder com m unity were a lawye r , a 
fo rmer s uperintendent a nd ot hers wh o h ad formerly held res po ns ible 
position s. Mr. Ihli wa s secretary. Wilbur Rudy , wh o had ma rried a 
squa w, was ca lled up on a t on e of the programs a nd gave a sp le n did 
ta lk on th e h is tory of e duca tio n. This surpr ised hi s lis ten ers wh o lit tle 
suspect ed his ability a n d training. He later had difficulty with the 
Indians who in si s ted on foll owing an old t ra il ac ros s land wh ic h he had 
fen ce d a nd he la te r kUe d a n Indian who in si s ted on trespassi ng. He was 
ac quitted before Jud ge J . F. Hugh es. 

J . C. Aeger wa s co unty comm iss ioner; othe rs were Hilly ' Veil s of 
th e W ell s Hou se , and J . F . Hughe s, a n d John Gou ld of Ca n n ing. Th ey 
s ta r te d to improve the Cou r t Honse grounds about 40 years ago a nd 
th ey wer e put in a bo ut th eir pr esen t co n di tion by 1907. Qui te a dra w 
ra n east of the ol d Cou rt Hou se and th is of co urse wa s fille d in. 

Roa ds were n il- trails ra n everywhere. E a rly set tle rs had the 
s pi r it to d iv id e w ith ot hers. 

Mr . a nd Mrs. Fred Ebert have be en married 41 years an d mos t of 
th e ir a c tivity has cons is te d of ranching, farming and raising al falfa in 
Fi el der bottom a n d a cross the river in Stanley coun ty. Th e ir ch ild ren 
a re : J ames, J oe, Len a ( M rs. H arry Meyer), H ayward, Ca lif.; Gert rude 
(M rs. Harry Amos ), Pi erre . 

Louise Ihli married Ben Benton in the Gus Bergen hotel in F t. S u lly 
in 1892. Cha pla in Barry performed th e ce re m on y. Their c hildren a re 
E thel (Mrs. Hi Davis ); Bell e Ashcroft, Long Beach, Ca li f. (he r husband 
is a high s chool a thleti c director ) ; Don ald, a uto welding, Pierre ; Louise, 
(:\l rs. Ed Mich a el son, Pi e r re ) ; F rankie, Riverside, Ca lif.; Clara, Rock­
ford, Illi nois. 

-An in terview with J oseph Ihli , Sr . 
-168­



Early Fielder History 
By J ohn Millett 

My fathe r , George J . Millett , Jr., a nd his 'fa th er , George, a rrived 
here in t ime to h elp move old Ft. Su ll y up th e ri ver 25 miles to the 
new loca ti on in 18 70. My rather was born in Cr awford Co., TIl, in 1847. 
H e serve d in th e Civil war in Co. C 45th Wis. infantry. My fa ther's 
family m oved , fr om Yankton here in a covered wagon in 1880 a n d 
lo ca ted on what was the n Okobojo isl and . Thi s land has now been 
join ed to t he mainland a nd at present is owned by Pearl Telford. 

,My b rothe rs and s is te rs wer e: Effi e; Lucy A. ; George F.; Emma 
A.; Cla na 'E.; Alice R.; Fanny M.; and 3 boys who di ed Vn infancy . 
My fattel' was the first s he ri ff of Sully Co., an d my grandfather on e 
of th E]' first com m iss ione rs of tha t coun ty. It was found by survey 
later tha t th e land we oc cupied wa s r eally in Hughes and not Sully Co. 
My father married Carr ie A. Brooks in Sioux Ci ty in 1872. H e and 
my gra n dfa the r had done cons ide rable r ive r fr ei ghting up from Sioux 
C ity to F t . Sully, Ft. Bennett, an d F t. Yates. Father and Jim W ebb 
la ter had a wood and hay contract with F t. Sully. 

Clifton wa s th e first seat of government in Sully C o. and I remember 
on e stormy da y father wa s ca lle d th ere. H e went on horse ba ck and 
wo re m oth er's kni tted hood . H e a ls o wor e a coat my mo th er had made 
fro m tan ned wild ca t pelts . 

Ft. Sully's pay r oll ca me to Blunt and was taken from there over­
land . On one trip an offi cer from th e Fort and a half breed s t oppe d 
a t Ok ob oj o creek to cook dinner as th ey were ca rrying th e payoff t o 
th e Fort. Wh en the offi ce r ' s ba ck was turned the breed hit him with 
a ha t che t a n d ki lled him. The robber was apprehended at Harrold 
th e next day aboard a t ra in going ea st. The funds were r ecov er ed 
but 'the Indian wa s la ter hanged in Nebra ska. 

l\ly fathe r r esided on th e hom e place for 40 years . He died Aug. 
15. 1913 and mother passed away 'in 1932. A Frenchman by the nam e 
of Claymore and a darky by the name of Kackley di ed a bout 1881 
and m y fat her a nd others buried th em up from the mouth o f Spring 
creek. A you ng Indian boy was also buried some di stance fro m th em. 
Their gra ves ca n st ill be seen. 

My father and grandfather bought the tel egraph lin e between 
Ft. Sully a nd F t. Yates in 1889 wh en th e latter place wa s a bandoned . 
We took down th e line and rafted th e material down stream to our place. 

Som e of m y ea r ly t ea ch ers were, Sarah Dake, Harry Van Tress, 
Maggie K ing and Mrs. Sherwood. Geo . Mos eley was on ce the black­
sm it h at Ft. Bennett. Stev e Moseley ran a saloon n ear th e pres ent 
F . N. Putn am place . J ohn McClure wa s another ear ly se t tler wh o lived 
abou t wh e re Matt Moseley lives now. Bill Field er wa s one of the 
bes t known fro n tier sme n in th a t locali ty. His paren t s had been killed 
in th e New Dim massacre wh en he wa s quite young. H e wa s raised 
by Indi ans an d was of Scotch descent. H e was wed to an In dian 
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woman and th ey e stablis hed th e Fi eld er pos t office. He wa s quite a 
cha racter an d usu ally ca r r ied, ple nty of mo ney. H e was also in clined 
to consume liquor and wa s often up to som eth tng un usual. As an 
exam ple , my fa th er had an old Oliv er mower which could be u sed 
onl y with diffi culty. He mashed it up on e ni gh t and th en ga ve fa the r 
money to ge t a n ew on e. He la ter m oved up nort h wes t of Fores t 
City and finally was kill ed by Indian police who had gone out to bring 
him in on a charge. All en, a son , 'is em ploye d at Cheyenn e Agen cy. 

There wail a bu tch er ra nch up above the mouth of Ok c bolo cr eek. 
Beef was killed twice a week. It was us ed by whoev er had \t he beef con. 
tract. Som e who had it wer e Bob Tompkins, Chas , and .J oe Bunch, 
Bill Fl oyd (fa the r of Alden ). Andy Forsyth e came from I rela nd an d 
set tl ed up "the river from us. Three children h e left in Ir eIali,d were 
brough t over here 12 years later by John Hack ett, a cous in . J oh n 
s t ill spends most of hi s time near th e Forsythe location. 

I married Icaphine Bunch on Jan . 3D, 1908. Sh e was the dau ght er 
of Col. E . P . Bunch, a Civil war vet eran . She was a sch oolma' a m 
and s ta r ted the fir st library in the county. A pie socia l was held du ri ng 
th e term of 1897-98 and th e proceeds went to buy Iibrary book s, wh ic h 
wer e used both by th e school and community. 

My parents are buried at Oahe ce me te ry. 

John Sutherland, D. W. March an d C. H . Anderson can tell mu ch 
ab ou t ea r ly happenings. All have been clo sely allied with th e dev el op­
ment of th e city and county. Their memories are trained in a ccura cy 
an d many are th e in cidents whi ch on e can li sten to without tir ing. 
We regre t th at we cann ot provide sp ace for contributions a long with 
se vera l others . Supt. R . E. Rawlins is preparing quite an exte nsive 
compila ti on on th e history of the Pi erre sc hools an d we r egr et that 
it wa s not comple te d in time so th at we might be able to u se a t l,east 
a summary fr om it.-B. L. H . 

Who Is Older Than J ohn McGrin? 
J ohn MeGrfn, of Dry Run, wa s born in Coun ty Cla ire, Ireland, in 1841, 

whi ch makes him 96 in 1937. He ca me to th'is coun ty from Harting ton, 
Nebraska in 1910. His wife died in 1916. She was Margare t Kearn ey 
and married John at Dennison , Iow a in 1874. Their children a re James, 
in Nebrask a ; Joseph in Washington, D. C. ; Belle and Mary r esid e in 
the s tate; Ell en McDon ald k eep s house for her father an d brother , J . P. 
Ellen's daughter, Margaret, is Mrs. Tom Ma thews in P ierre. Sh e has 
4 childre n , so 4 gen erations are here represented. 

The writer enjoye d his vi sit wi th this centen a rian very mu ch . AI· 
though age has impaired vision and hearing to some exte n t, the spir it 
of friendship, cordiality and outlook on life is stlll young-B, L. H. 
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The Biwer Family 
George Biw er and wife ca me to this locality on March 1, 18S2, 

a ird homesteade d in Dr y Run Township, 35-111-78. Ther e are 7 
ch ildren in th e family, and so me member of the fa m ily has liv ed on the 
pla ce con ti nuously s ince the da te of filing. The children are, Kate 
Th orn e, Ca pa ; J ohn, P ierre ; Mike, Pierre; P et e, liv es on th e ori ginal 
hom est ead ; Th eresa Chaus see, Pi erre ; Katherine Bruce, Pi er r e. J ohn, 
Th eresa, an d Ni ck a re decea s ed. 

George had a br other Ni ck wh o lived here for some time. George 
pa ssed a way In 1906 and was preced ed In death 4 ye a rs by hi s wif e. 
P eter an d family lived for some years In Deu el Co., but returned here in 
1933 an d liv e on the home pla ce in Dry Run. H e al so ranch ed a few years 
n ear Ca pa , going there in 1891. May Walsh became hi s bride in 1897. 

A South Dakota Prairie Fire 
(E ditor 's note: We are indebt ed to Mr . C. E . Westover for this 

week s 'copy' for ou r See-Ba ck-a-Graph. T he follo wing is tak en fr om 
a ' th em e writte n 'by a rel ative of Mr. W estov er in 1889, It being part of 
a high sc hool ass ignme nt of the wr it er .) 

Pe rha ps t here are n ot many peopl e left in Hughes county w11 0 
r emem ber th e fearful prairie- fire tha t roa red an d s izz le d its way across 
tha t region on the second da y of Ap ril, 1889. I have experienced ma ny 
pra ir ie fires, bu t that wa s the mo s t se r ious wit hin my recollection . The 
loss of proper ty an d liv e s toc k was wid e spread an d ca used un told ha rd­
shi ps a mo ng the peopl e. 

Th a t spring of 1889 was an unusu ally ea rly one, and there had been 
a lmo st no rain. By the first of April the winter sno w had lon g va nished 
and the grass a nd weeds were dry as tinder. In th is year I wa s livin g 
in Blunt wi th my father and mother, Mr. an d Mrs. Ca rlos S. W estover , 
in a sm all ho use across th e stree t fro m the old P re sbyter ia n church. On 
th e morn ing of th e second of April the wind was blowing a gal e terrific 
even for Sout h Dak ota . The a ir wa s so fill ed with fine du st that often , 
look ing out ou r windows, we co uld not see the ch urc h ac ross the s t reet. 
T oward fo ur o'clock In th e a ft ernoon a heavy da rkness as of ni gh t se t tl ed 
do wn ove r us, a nd looking northward, we saw bla ck clo uds rolling over 
the blu ffs. At firs t t he y were tho ught to be dust, bu t stepping out s ide 
we sme lled th e smo ke and realized th a t a pra iri e fire, fi er ce , and moving 
lik e th e win d, was a lmost upon us . Soon we saw th e flames leaping 
high into the bla ck smo ke . F or tuna tely the main fi re passed a little to 
t he eas t of us, just bey ond the fir st r ange of hills ; ot he r wise, so furious 
wa s it s pa ce, th at nothing could hav e prev ented it fr om going through 
the to wn and bu rning eve ry thing. 

All t he men a nd boys in town. on foot. ho r seb ack , or with teams 
ru sh ed ou t to meet the on coming fir e. Ther e, with ba ckfires an d all 
other mean s kn own to these expe rienced men of the plains , they fought 
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long a nd va liantl y to pr otect thei r homes. The te r rified women an d 
ch ild ren ran to a nd fro, scarcely a ware of wh at they were doing. So me 
of th e wom en actua lly took their furniture and clothes and stack ed the m 
a sh or t d is tan ce fro m their hom es, n o doub t th ink ing if the house burned 
the goo ds would be safe . 

My s is te r Minnie an d I worked frantica lly at . the pum p in the ya rd, 
trying to ge t enough wa te r to wet the grass aroun d th e hou se a nd so 
save it in case t he fir e jump ed the gu ards on th e outskirts of to wn. Bu t 
th e wind wa s so s trong tha t it blew most of the water a way be for e it 
rea ched the pail , and we were dren ch ed . At least, we wer e too wet to 
bu rn! We ta lke d it ove r and decid ed tha t if th e fir e did come we would 
roll our selv es in wet blankets , li e down in the middle of th e garden, an d 
cov er our heads until it had pa ssed. F or half an hour we wai ted , ex­
pec ting to see the flam es burst upon us at any moment. F ina lly a man 
drove up to th e house for water a nd told us th e danger was ove r . 

All night th e wind was like a hurricane. Watchmen were pla ced at 
various poin ts to s ee th at the fire did not revive in spots and se nd spa rks 
insid e th e guard . Women whose hu sbands were on watch were a fra id 
to stay alone , and I remember I was se n t to s tay with a Mr s. Butler 
who se husband had a hardware s tore . I hope I was a comf ort and a 
" pill a r of strength" to her, though 1 certainly didn't feel that way. 

Th e next morning th e wind had subs ide d and only the bla ck en ed 
prairies, s tret ching out in a ll directions, told th e story of the excitemen t 
and horror of th e day befor e. P eople began com in g in fro m th e sur­
rounding countr y; many of them had lost houses, barns, and stock , a nd 
ha d i t been fa ll in stead of early spring, t he outlook would hav e been dis­
coura ging ind eed. \Vhen t he new s r each ed t he east, peopl e ga ve 
gene ro usly to help the " Dakota sufferers." Committees were formed to 
rece ive a nd dis tribute th e goods that were sent. As is often th e ca se, 
those who des erved the mos t often go t t he lea st. Some fam ili e s we re 
so well fitte d out wi th clot he s that they were better off than th ey ha d 
ever been be for e. F armers who had nev er worn a nyth ing exce pting 
ove ralls an d de nim shirts and ja cke t s c rea ted mu ch amus em ent by a p­
pea ring in town dressed in swallo w-ta ile d coats and s tiff hats . One man 
is said to hav e receiv ed seve n te en suit s of clothe s . 

A prairie fire is a beautiful si ght wh en seen at a di s tan ce on a st ill 
nigh t from th e top of some high butte , but it is a diffe ren t s ight when 
it is coming s t ra igh t toward your home driven by a terrific ga le . It 
leav es a n imprin t on on e's mem ory th a t is not soon e ffaced. 

-Calla Westover Llo yd-Jon es. 

Clearwater 
(\Vr itten by Philomena Hoefer from in formation told her by 

Mr s. E . F . Mercer) 

A Mr. Price, who built th e building which is now the poor fa rm , 
planned and s ta r te d th e town of Cle a r wa te r on th e pr esen t s it e of the 
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poor fa rm, a bout four miles eas t of Blunt. Because he did not build 
it up enough and would not give land to th e railroad, his town did not 
grow in to m or e. than a wa ter tank a nd aiding. Th e rival town s ta rte d 
on land owne d by a man named Blunt a nd becam e th e big to wn, Blunt. 
Howev er, the wa ter tank s tood for many years at Cle a rwa te r where th e 
e ngines s topped to take on water. 

Mrs. Snell's Early Adventures in Hughes Co. 
It wa s in the spr ing of 1884 when I had my first glimpse of Hughes 

County. At th e age of six my parents brought me her e in a cove re d 
wagon, drawn by a team of oxen. We were two week s coming from 
How ard to Harrold. 

Wh an we rea ch ed Harrold we pitch ed our te nts and prepared supper."fe took th e clo th cove r off the wagon and sle pt in it. When winter 
ca me we liv ed in a dugout with a sod roof. Many a night I have help ed 
my folks twist hay for fue ]. 

In our spa re tim e my s is te r and I would go out and pick up buffalo 
horns, and my grandmother would clea n th em, ,make them into pin 
cus hions, and se nd them to our re la tives in Iowa. 

My fath er wou ld plow la nd for a living. H e would plow for the 
neighbors. Th e oxen would not stay in th e furrow, so my s ister and I 
barefoot, led th e oxen . 

In th e winter of 1888 on January 12, a great blizzard swe pt th rough 
Hughes Count y. My s is te r, mo ther, and I were staying in a small 
house a bout a mil e fr om th e sc hool house, so th at my si ster and I could 
att end sc hool. It wa s about 8 o' clock in the morning wh en it sta r te d (0 

s now and blow . We had but one chun k of coal in the house, so we 
took th e quilts off th e two beds, put the m all on on e bed , the n we all 
went to bed to keep from fr eezing to death, expec ti ng a ny mi nute that 
th e house would blow down; but it stood the awful wind. 

Th en in th e year 1889 a great fire sw ept through . It burned many 
hom es and people, but we sa w it coming in time and father plowed a 
fire gu ard a ro und th e farm , and our plac e esca pe d the disaster. 

- Be rtha Thorne 

Anothe r Early Family 
I came to S. Dak. in April, 1886, worked in th e range country until 

June, 1892, wh en I ca me to Hughes count y with a horse out fit, se lling 
horses . 

Settled in Bretton township in October, 1893. In those days wh en 
we went to th e county se a t we generally drove a team, taking several 
days to make th e trip . 

Taxes were very low. We rented th e place we liv ed on for th e 
taxes wbi ch wa s about tw enty-five dolla rs for three quarter sect ions. 
We cut hay wh er e we could find it, depending on how far fr om th e wa­
ter t he s toc k would go. 
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Our teacher received thirty to thirty-five dollars per month for a 
term of six months. 

Money could be borrowed at th e bank for twelve percent interest, 
on stock. On la nd it was ha rd to obtain-twelve pe rcent interest, with 
one year 's interest taken out when you received the mon ey. 

We bought artic les chea per in those days. W e bough t a five 
foot Deering mower in Harro ld fro m T om Leach Hardware for tw enty­
four do llars. . 

The winter of 1896 and '97 was extra long and snow was deep . 
We had to buy la rge quantities of feed, but It looks now like it waa 
chea p. Mixed bran and shorts, car lots at seven dollars and a quarter 
per ton in Harrold. Ground corn eleven dollars per ton. Shell ed corn 
twenty-six cents per bushel-all sh ipped in. 

Stockmen figur ed growth of st eers at ten doll ars per year and 
gen erally kept th em till three or four years old. A great many sold by 
the head . 

Sh eep were abo ut four dollars per head In 1892 but took a bad 
slump the next year and did not r ecover for several yea rs . " I know, I 
tried it ." Horses were plentiful and easy to obtain. Livery barns were 
about as numerous in this town as oil stations are now and had plenty 
of business . - J . C. Higgins. 

June 1889 we arrived in Blunt, S. D., to remain till October. We 
spent th at summer on South Chapelle creek, a mil e from th e junction of 
north and south forks. Neighbors were few and far between . 

Th e work of getting hay for winter feed was not an easy task . Th ere 
wa s la ck of moisture and hay wa s obtained from dry lake beds 8 or 10 
miles away, making a long haul. The mowers cut part of th e day, then 
th e hay wa s raked an d loaded in racks to take hom e. Th e native grass 
cured qui ckl y, so eac h day's trip with a team mean t a load of hay on reo 
turning . 

In 1890 we filed and se ttled on a claim at th e juncti on of North and 
South Chapelle, where we operated a cattle and horse ranch for anum· 
ber of years. 

Our nearest post offi ce was De Grey about two mil es down th e 
creek. "Ha nk" J ones, Po stmaster for many years, was a prominent 
charact er in th e history, settl em ent and activities a long the Missouri 
riv er in that locality. 

Indians stopped at our place fr equently, often pitching th eir tepees 
near an d remaining a day or two on th ei r journeys to or fro m th e In dian 
Agency or where their wa nderings took them. 

Durin g all our ex perie nces with our Indian neighbor s the re was 
ne ver any evi dence of hostility, even at the t ime of th e trouble of the 
Mes siah War and the killing of S itti ng Bull. 

Aft er selling our ranch we lived in Blunt a few years operating the 
W estover livery barn. With but one train a da y traveling salesmen were 
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forced to hire liv ery rigs to tak e them to surroun dlng towns in ' orde r to 
save time. 

The winter of 1896 and '97 wa s se ve re , beginning October 27th and 
cont inuing till la te March and ea r ly April, wh en th e deep snow melted, 
raising Med icine creek almost to the point of flooding th e to wn . 

The following summe r wa s very dry. 
In 1899 we mov ed to Bretton township. In 1900 an outbreak of 

anthrax ca use d sev ere loss to cattle raisers in this locality, For a few 
years new se t tlers ca me in an d farming wa s don e 011 a larger sca le, 
flax being planted on new br eaking. About this time steam tra ctors 
came into use in farming and later ga s tract or s were used to br eak up 
the count ry and it has been "broke " eve r since. 

Th e dep ression, gr a sshoppers and drouth of th e years 1929 to 1937 
have resulted in a greater percentage of the people being now on re lief. 

- (Mrs ,) Etta B. (Westover) Higgins. 
P hilip Pi etrus and wi fe ca me to this county in 1894 an d soo n leased 

the pla ce 7 mil es northeast of Pi erre where Mrs. P ietrus an d son George 
still r eside. After r enting for a whHe they bought the pla ce ani! now 
hav e 6 deeded quarters of excellen t la nd. Philip di ed in 1911. Both 
were bo rn in Germany. Their marriage took place at Minnesota Lake, 
l\finn. Mr s. Pi etrus wa s form erly Pauline Roadkiewka . Th e childre n are 
Hattie H engel, Pi erre ; Bertha, Mitch ell; Ann Rit, St. Peter, Minn. ; 
George and Charley, Hughes coun ty ranchers. 

**** ** 
Andrew P et erson came from Sweed en and landed in Hughes county 

in 1883, settli ng on a ho me s tead 17 miles northeast of Pierre. Hi s wife 
and daughter , Alma, did not arrive until 1898. Mr . P eter son la ter sold 
out to Mrs. Eliza Hi ckey. He died May 29, 1926 and r es ts in Riverside 
ce me te ry. The mo th er still lives in Au stin, Tex a s. 

Ole W estland 's parents came here in 1882. Hi s father was Magnus 
Westlund. H e di ed in 1911 and hi s wife died in March , 1931. Ole an d 
Alma P et erson were wed March 18, 1906 and r es ided in Byron town ship. 
They have two children , Ruth Jacobs and Edith Davis. Oth er childre n 
of Magnus,-Selma Brown, Pete , Ida Sm ith , Ben , J ohn, M agnus, Alb ert, 
a nd Ernest. 

Life of a Pion eer Family 
In 1882 Cla rk Howard ca me to South Dakota and fil ed on a hom estead 

in th e nor thwestern part of Hughes county. After arranging busines s 
ma tt ers sa tis factorily, this pioneer returned to his native st ate , Iowa, 
and in the ea r ly par t of the summe r of 1883 he ca me back wi th h is 
family to his new hom e in th e Middle 'Vest. 

After traveling some days in an old-fas h ioned train, th ese people 
arrived a t the wou ld-be-town of Blunt. Their few properties were gather­
ed Into wagcns ' to be taken to th e country. The first meal was enjoyed 
in the ope n. A cookstove and a vtable had been unload ed from on e 
wagon and dinner was prepared. 
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Mr. How ard at once built a kind of house-barn for te m pora ry us e. 
It was 64 feet long and was partitioned into two parts. The cat tle, 
horses, and a very few other animal s had posses sion of on e-half of this 
building, whil e th e childre n a nd parents liv ed in th e oth er h al f. Th e 
tw o daughter s and one of th e sons ,pre pared some of the land to plant 
some la te grain whil e th e fath er s ta r te d to build a house. The ch ildre n 
used a one-horse walking plow and a very cr ude seede r to sow the 
grain . A gr eat deal of suga r cane was planted and wh en harvest ca me 
th is was ground up and th e juice was made into molass es. Some of 
t his was sold and some was kept fo-r home us e. 

Before winter came th e hou se was a lmost complete d. Th ere wa s no 
windo w glass in th e windows and no shingles on th e roof, but th e floor 
of the ups tairs se rved as a roof for th e floor below. What a proud 
family mo ved in to this "pl ace." 

Most of th e water had to be hauled fro m Blunt in barrels ; very 
fe w people were fortunate eno ugh to have wells on the ir cla ims. One 
day th e only barrel of water was spille d and Mr . Howard went to hi s 
neighbor's padlocked well to borrow on e pail of wa te r. Th e neighbor 
kindly but firmly told th e newcomer he would not lend an y wa ter. 
Many barrels of wa ter had to be kept on hand in case a pr airie fire 
should s ta r t. 

New buildings were built on th e "fa rm," bu t only those that were 
a bsolutely necessary. Mr. H oward plan ted many trees around his 
place to imp rov e it s appea ra nce. A few of these t rees a re s ti ll a live 
and hav e grown ve ry large. 

Oth er interesting events we re expe rienced by this pion eer and his 
fa mily. Th e old homest ead ha s no w been greatly improved. Th e old 
house has been remodeled and other buildings hav e been built. Some 
tools a nd an old cellarhole of th e black smith shop rem ain to t ell of 
one occ upatio n of th e old pioneer. 

- Harriet Miles. 

Early Hughes County Pioneer Answers Call 
An oth er of Hughes county's pioneers ans were d the ca ll of time wh en 

Lor enz e Osterkamp, 71, passed aw ay at th e hom e of his son Alb ert a t 
Bruno, Min nesota , Tu esday eve ning. . Th e decea sed, a resid ent of this 
section for 50 years, wen t to Mus ca tin e, Iow a, during th e month of May 
thi s year to seek medi cal aid from an illnes s of many years s tanding, 
and for th e past se vera l months had mad e hi s home a t Bruno. 

. Lorenz e Os terkamp was born near Ceda r Rapids, Iowa, on January 
20, 1865, coming to South Dakota during th e se t tleme n t of th e cen tral 
pa rt of th e s tate in 1884 at whi ch time he was 20 years of ag e. He home­
st eaded on a farm in Sully coun ty, northwest of Blunt wh ere he resided 
until. r etiring to a small farm at th e western border of Blunt in 1910. · 
At ~he a ge of 28 he en te red ma trimony with -Mis s F ena Mundt and the 
young peopl e. toil ed under the exis ti ng conditi ons and hardships of ea rl y 
South Dakot a pion eer life. Five child re n ca me to bless th e home of this 
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union and were reared under the guiding hand a nd strict regulations 
of th e fath er. 

Lorenze Osterkamp is survive d by five ch ildre n- four sons, Albert 
of Bruno, Minnesota ; Carl, John and Harry, of Blunt; on e daughter, 
Tessie, of Blunt; two si st ers Mrs. Mary Garner of Ap to s, California; Mrs. 
Lizzie S now of Anoka, Minnesota . H e was pr eceed ed in death by his 
wife a number of years ago.-Blunt Advocate, September, 1936. 

Mrs. Sarah Fillmore Enters Eternal Sleep 
Remorse ente red the hearts of th e enti re commun ity today as news 

came that Mr s. Sa rah Fillmore, on e of Blunt's grand old women, had 
passed away. Few people have been afforded th e high es teem of the 
community a s wa s this pion ee r of ea rly So uth Da kota history. 

Sarah F illmore had r ea ch ed the r ipe old age of 80 years when she 
succumbed to her eternal s leep but possessed a keen and br ill iant 
m ental capaci ty until a few days before death came . Sh e wa s at a ll 
ti mes interest ed in affa ir s concern ing the betterment of the community. 
Sh e a lso was k eenl y an d ea rn estly interested in prom oti on of re ligious 
advancem ent and was a lways in close comm un ion wit h her Heavenly 
Father an d her faith wa s a sacred insti tute. 

The deceased ca me to Blunt with he r hus ba nd with a group of ea rly 
immigrants and re s id ed for a number of years on a farm near Blunt. 
Since th e death of Mr . Fillmore some fift een years ago, she has made 
her hom e a t the J ames A. Howard home. Mrs. Howard , a daughter , 
preced ed her in death a numherof years ago. Since th e pa ssing of 
James Howard, Mr s. Fillmor e made her home with Rich ard Howard, 
a grandson.-Blunt Advocate, Sept., 1936. 

Mrs. Walter Hunsley Will Be Missed 
F ri ends and acquaintances of Mrs. Walt er Hunsley , form erly J es sie 

Chamberlain, were sor ry to hear this spring (1937) of her death. AI· 
though she had 'been a sufferer for some ti me with a cancerous condition, 
she was able until ne a rly th e time of her death to be about. Her ap­
pearance and general behavior did not a larm those with whom she came 
in contac t as sh e was not prone to compla in. 

Mr s. H un sley s er ved as a sc h ool treasurer for a number of years 
in Byron district. She neve r los t in te res t in educa ti on and community 
affairs. Only two years ago sh e represented the Sun ny side P. T. A. a s 
a de legate at t he s ta te conv ention at Rapid City. 

She wa s bo rn and reared in Clifton town ship, Sully county. 'She Is 
s urv ived by th ree manly sons, Maur ice, Cle ment an d Lyle. Her hu s­
band still con ti nues to res ide on the ran ch near Bl unt, wh ere t he family 
lias lived man y years.-March , 1937. 
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·Trask-Babel Past 
In l li94 Lor enzo Tra sk left We st Pl ai nes, :\10 ., in a prairie schooner 

and reached Blunt the same yea r. \Vith him were" 4 so ns; Albe rt, Art, 
Sherman and Wal ter, :\h' s. Tra sk and two smaller sons ca me by train by 
way of Renwick, Iowa. Howard wa s one of these. Lor enzo made a hom e 
in Blun t whi ch was OCCU IJ ied by the family until a cyc lone des tro ye d 
it in 1915. 

H e worked with \V. W. Waite in th e implem ent bu siness ; h e a lso 
did co nstderabt n farming. He al so ran a rurnl tura s to re and did an under­
taking bustns s. Mr . Trask died in 1926 and his wif e preceed ed him to 
the promised land in 1911. 'T'hey rest in the Renwick ce me te ry. Lor enzo 
wa s in se r vice in th e Civ il WaT for 4 years, an d wa s 84 at the time of 
his death. 

H e was under Sh erman wh en the military lead er was a colone l. 
Trask's com pa ny won highest honors at Vicksburg by planting the Un ion 
colors on th e spot wh ere th ey would do th e m os t good. 63% of th e com­
pany were killed. Only two sons are alive a t pr esen t ; Alb ert of Ab er­
deen and Howard, of Pi erre. Th e latter wed Gen evi ev e Bab el in 1917. 

G. C. Babel and fam ily arrived in Blunt in 1908. Although th e family 
li ved in town, Mr . Ba bel was an exten sive farmer in the su rroun di ng 
comm un ity. H e own ed the Blunt Light Plant for 10 years or until it 
was so ld to th e Northern States Power Co. He di ed in 1929. They had 
only on e ch ild, Gen evi ev e, who is now Mr s. Howard Trask of Pi erre. 
H er mother llv es with th em . The Trasks and Babels jointly owned a 
high-wh eeled Int ernational auto ; ; the y need ed to as it took severa l to 
run it . - :'l rs . Howard Tra sk. 

Letter From Mrs. Alvord 
3928 Hnntington Street, JUly 11, 1934, Che vy Chase, D. C. 

My dear Mr . (Gus) Kleinschmidt: 
Your letter came a s a great surpri se a nd it wa s ce r ta inly ni ce of 

you to r em ember me by writing. It is many years s ince I heard fr om 
anyone who kn ew me a t Blunt. 

\Ve see Charles H . Burk e occa stonally, tho ugh not often. 
My br other Ar thur died in September, 1932 in Ava , Missou rt . He 

ca me to Washington the year before tha t an d s pen t th e win ter with us , 
but at that time he was very fee ble and did not liv e long. My brother 
Ed is in Fargo and we expected him to m eet us this summer but illnes s 
prev ented the t rip a t that time. 

The photo shows that you have a ni ce looking family; I am glad th e 
mo th er was spared un til t he child re n were old enough to look out for 
you and th em selve s. 

Mr. A lv~rd and I have been .ble ssed with good h ea lU) and we think 
we have a tin e family too . My son is a lawyer in partnership with hi s 
father. We have on e daughter married living in Washington and an­
other wh o works in New York. 

Neither Mr . Alvord nor myself are " Wh ite as a rabbit" tho ugh th ere 
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are some streaks of gray visible . He looks a bout 60 yet he is 74. He goes 
to work eve ry day and enjoys it. I am too busy to think about my age, 
just past 70. I am active In ch urch and Sunday School and lots of other 
things. 

I beli eve J en nie Stone is the on ly one of her family living. Isn't May 
Cowan married? Do you k now anything about Alice, Bob or Harry Hall? 

I often think of my days In Blunt; it was a great experience. Mr. 
Alvord and I are taking a trip to England this summer lea ving New 
York the 28th to be gone a month. 

Sincerest regards to you and former friend·s, 
-Mrs. E.C.A lvord . 

Note: E. J . Moore, Grand Re corder, A. O. U. "V., Fargo, Is a bro­
ther of .Mrs, Alvo rd. Bob Hall she sp ea ks about is State Gam e Warden 
at Mobridg e. Edward E . Gra ham, 515 North Marian St., Mt. Pulaski, 
Ill., wa s a schoolmate in th e ear ly 80's of Mrs. Alvord and the un der-
signed a t Blunt. -Gus Kl einschmidt. 
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The above drawing made by 'David Hall shows a bird ba th and swings 
In the yard at the Frank A. House home in Blunt. Mr . and Mrs. House 
also hav e provided a number of bird ho us es in trees and under th e ea ves 
of the commodious hom e. A feeding shelter is near the bath . Many va­
rfeties of bird frien ds have learned to visit and make their sea sonal homes 
here. This shows a comme nda ble interes t 'on ,the part of thts ho spita ble 
couple. 'They have spen t many 'years and Invested con siderable money 
within th e borders of the county. 
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Edw. Nothd urft Contributes 
I'1I gi ve you a little of my own his tory. I ca me to Ha rrold, May 20, 

1885. It was quite a cha nge fro m Germany to Harrold ; we were two 
wee ks on the ocean. T he Indians used to go in tribes in 1885. I had to 
wa lk. three m iles to sc hool and re ce ived about four months schooling a 
ye a r. 

I worked out herding ca ttle north of Harrold wh en tw elve ye a rs old. 
I herded .six ty head of ca t tle, a lwa ys on foot, for whi ch I received board 
an d clothing that sum mer. Th e nex t year I he rded cattle at home most 
of t he t ime . My brother or siste r were wit h me ; we used to milk 
co ws when we got th irsty. 

From the n on I work ed out here, th ere, and eve ry whe re wh en I did 
no t go to sc hool. The years of 1888 and 1889 were tough. I rem ember 
the 'blizza rd of 1888. I t hink in th e year of 1889 we a ll worked in th e 
fie ld. This includes moth er and sister; we pulle d the flax out by the 
foo ts on a bout twenty ac res. It grew in pa tch es ; it too k us a bo ut t wo 
weeks to finfsh the job. Dad woul d co me ev ery night with a stone boa t 
and haul it hom e. Som e of it was destroyed by th e nelghbora ' ca t tl e ; 
we received a fe w doll ars dam ag e. That same winter we had no meat 
except ja ck rabbits : it took tw o jack s a day. 'Ve a lso had no pota toes ; 
jus t br ead and ja ck s. 

In spring we ha d re lief which consisted of one pa il of sa lt ed herrings, 
one sack of flour, and one pa ir of shoes. From that winter on it went a 
littl e better ; th e men got some work. In th e year of 1894 I worked 
a s a section ha n d on th e railroad wh ere I worked 14 months in th ree 
summers . I paid $10 a mon th fo r board and washi ng. a nd $20 for ren t 
at ho me. Th at left me a bout $2 to $3 for my clo thi ng. 

The las t sum me r that I worked there I blew myself for the first suit 
of clo thes for the big sum of $6. I was the n t we nty-one yea rs of age . 
From the n on I wo rk ed on s toc k ran ch es until 1902 wh en I file d on a 
homestead in Web st er township. Th is has been my hom e for for ty­
e ight years . In the wi nter I worked for $8 to $10 a mon t h. 

Chris Bronemann, A Cattleman 
My fa the r ca me here a bout 1904, living t wo years in Hy de county 

befor e locating in W eb ster townsh ip in Hugh es . He ca me fr om Monti­
ce llo, Iowa . 'His wif e was Annie Riggles and the y were married before 
coming to South Dakota . Sh e passed awa y in October, 1936. Their 
child re n a re Alb ert . Claribel Ha rris, Ca rl, Raymond , Glen a nd myself. . 

- \Vill ia m Bronem ann. 

Butte Breezes 
John Ei sem a nn and Paul Kep stine were a mo ng th e firs t set tie l'S 

in this to wns hi p. J ohn was a squatter on th e S' Vl,4 of sectio n 3 whi ch 
he subsequently acquired by ho mestead, before the In dia n trouble with 
se t tlers . 
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J ohn an d P aul he rded cattl e during th e summe rs until the numerous 
set tlers made extensive cattle rai sing dif ficult. Paul remained in the 
ranch busin ess until his death in 1894. 

J ohn Ei sem ann wa s married on April 4, 1894 to Carrie P e terson of 
Harrold . H er fathe r was P e te r Peterson who filed and li ved on section 
12 in Br ett on towns h ip in the fa ll of 1881. 

Alb ert, Magnus an d J ohn E ns tad settled in Bu tte d is trict in 1895. 
Magnus wa s married on Octob er 16, 1901 to Ida Marks of Highm ore. 
They still make th e ir home in Butte. 

P a t and J oe Dav is a re pion eers he re, a rriving about 1892, and sti ll 
rem ain ran ch ers with fine herds of hor ses and ca t tle, 

Ray P. Pool liv ed in Bu tte for a number of years on the pla ce va­
ca ted by Paul DubI'O a co uple of years ago . He taught sc h ool at the 
Snake Butte sc hool, some ti mes ca lle d th e " Steiner" school. It was lo­
ca te d near the cheese fac tory, a modern plant built by John Steiner. 

Alli e De 'Wolfe operated quite a ranch n ear th e r eservation in this 
district. The pla ce is now operated by Robert Morrison . 

Th e first term of sc hool in Butte was held in 1901-02 in the P et er 
P et erson hom e. Mr s. Maud e Hammer Latta was th e teach er. The first 
school house was built in 1905 on section 8. 

P e ter P eterson wa s a half brother of mine. He reache d Hugh es 
coun ty in 1889 as the ra il roa d pu sh ed into this t erritory. H e home­
stead ed in Bre tt on al ong with Ri ch Garre tt, Ca pt. Latta and my father, 
Peter P . E nstad. I taught sc hool here in 1902-03. 

-Magnus P. Enstad. 

A Resident Near Harrold 
H enrikus Krull was born Dec. 27, 1861, In Strakholt, Germany. Died 

Ma y 6, 1932. H e ca me to Am erica in 1881 a nd se t tled in Grundy Connty, 
Iowa. He went to school some to learn the Engli sh languag e, He was 
married to Reenstine Claassen at Sibley , Iowa, Mar. 14, 1894, wh ere 
the y lived for 5 years before moving to South Dakota, settling in Cla rk 
county a nd la ter moving to Kin gsbury county . In 1907 he ca me to 
Hughes county and took up a cla im 9 mil es so uthwest of H arrold . 

Reen stine E tt a J ohanna Claasse n was born Nov. 17, 1869, in Gro sz 
Medium, Germany, and died Oct. 7, 1934. 

Sh e and her si st er, Mr s. Kate P et ersen of Harrold, ca me to Am erica 
in 1891. Going to St. Louis , Missouri, where th ey liv ed 2 years, th en 
moving to Grundy county, Iowa , wh ere she met Mr. Krull. 

- Mrs . Alb ert Burki, a daugh ter, Blunt. 

A large number of fri ends and neighbors were in a ttendance at the 
fun eral of Henry Krull Sunday to pay th eir last respects to on e who 
wa s an old settler here. The Krull home has long been noted for its 
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hos pitality and many a traveler has received food and shelter there. 
Mr. Krull will be greatly missed by a ll who knew him and the family 
has the sympathy of the ' en ti re community. 

The pa ssing of Mrs. Krull has removed one of Webster township 's 
long tim e and highly respect ed citi zens. No doubt Mrs. Krull has ex­
tend ed hospitality to more people, both fri ends and strangers, than any 
other resident of this locality as th e latch string was always out at the 
Kru ll home. Th e sympathy of the en tire commun it y is extended to th e 
fa mily at this time. From Harrold Journal 

Claus Erp, A Harely Pioneer 
Claus Fred erick Erp was born in Holstein, Germany, in 1857. H e 

came to Dakota in 1883. He took up a homestead in Webster township, 
Hughes coun ty. In addition he filed on a pr eemption and tree claim. He 
did his first br eaking with tw o mules, one horse and one ox . Some team ! 
One mule wa s handy to shake hands with hi s hind legs ; Claus became 
mad one day and threw a u axe at t he mule, nearly cuttin g off the mule's 
root, 

About 1886 a nd 1887 he walked to the Bla ck Hills four times; the 
la st tim e he rod e a pony ba ck. He wa s working in Fall River county 
as work was sca rce near hi s hom est ead. After tha t he went to 'Viscon­
s in and work ed in a lumber cam p two years. After returning he looked 
for water on his land. H e dug on e well a lone, 25 fee t deep; he pulled 
th e dirt up from the bottom and had a device for du mping it. H e also le t 
himse lf up and down in th e well by ha nd. Mr . Erp th en spent two yea rs 
in a Washington lumber ca mp. On his return he stoppe d a t Cla rk, S. 
D. and bought som e cattl e which he drove home af oot. He seeme d to 
ge t ah ead raising ca t tle a nd horses and went to Iowa where he married 
:\lrs. Chris t ina J essen in 1900. Besides being bu sy on his ran ch Cla us 
found tim e to make extra mon ey by making hay and othe r suc h tasks 
!or n eighbors. H e acc umulated cons ide ra ble property by thri ft and in­
du stry in th e live stock busines s; he nev er raised grain for market but 
fed what he raised on the place. H e had oue of the be st built up fa rm­
steads in th e co unty. The ho use cos t $7500, without th e exca va ti ng and 
gravel hauling; it is modern in eve r y way. 

He lost $1800 in the First State Bank of Harrold. In 1888, January 12, 
he nearly lost his life in a blizzard. He became cold and bewilder ed 
but happily ran upon a little tree which he recognized, and going from 
tree to t ree he reached his house . Thes e t rees were planted in rows 
four f eet apart by J oh n P. Nothd urft. 

On Dec. 7, 1929 he left for that haven where troubles are un kn own. 
He wa s a member of the Lutheran church. He was 21 years of ag e wh en 
he ca me from Germany, th erefore he could read and write German. He 
had 5 children: Frank Erp, Lilly Erp, Henry, Herman and Hannah J essen. 
Burial was mad e at Harrold. 
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What Happened to Mr. Charles Brekke 
Charles Brekke was born in 1872. Hi s !'ife luis been on e of ro mance 

and a dven ture. 
Wh en he wa s a boy So uth Dakota was wil d and wooly, especia lly 

Hu ghes County, iu the da ys of the saloo ns when it was not unco mmon 
for four or fiv e men to be kn ock ed ou t with beer bottles in one night. 
In the nin eties wh en Mr . Bre kke ca me to Canni ng it was quite a large 
to wn. 

In 1897 some hor se thieves rustled ab out t we nty head of Mr. 
Brekke's thorough bre d ho rses . Cha r les and his broth er t r ack ed th e 
horses clear up .in to Sully Coun ty wh ere th ey found the h orses. 

When Mr . Brekke s ta rted fa rm ing h e was very unsuccessful , if it 
wasn 't drouth, the grasshoppers were s o thick tha t they hid the sun; 
th eref or e, he didn't raise many crops. Cha rle s has killed ninety-nine 
rattlesnakes in on e day while worki ng .. He al so saved hi s, broth er from 
being harmed by a rattlesnake. 

-James Forney. 

Henry H. Brekke 
H enry H. Brekke wa s born in Norway. He and his wi fe came to 

Pi erre in 1881 and ran a F eed and Gro cery Store. To this union was 
born e ight children, four boys and four girls . In 1882 he fil ed claim on 
Home Place midway between Blunt an d Can ning. He co n tin ue I to 
operate his store. He enla rge d hi s bu siness by dealing in Iivestock . In 
his s tore he furn ishe d dressed mea t, eggs , and crea m, (he m ilked 
se veral cows .) 

In a dditi on to H om e Pl ace, he had property and liv ed In P ierre. 
He didn 't fa r m, altho ugh he r an many ca t tle and horses an d de veloped 
qui te a ranch. In Pi erre he ran a Meat Market an d Bakery. H e was 
cha ir ma n on t he Valley Sch ool District for sev eral years. 

Cha rles Brekke, hi s son, who liv es 6 mil es N. W. of Cann ing lost 
hi s m oth er, Mrs. H enry H . Br ekke, in 1920. It wa s during a Marcl: 
sto rm. Sh e s lipped and fe ll out sid e a nd was unable to get up and ge t 
ba ck in the h ouse. It wa s n igh t and her presen ce from the house was 
no t n oticed at once. Her ri gh t hand wa s frozen and gangren e sec in . 

Cha rles was married in 1905 to Kate Rasmussen and t he y located 
22 mil es north of Highmore, in Banner towns h ip. They sold out t he re 
in 1918 and hav e s ince liv ed in Hughes coun ty ; most of the tim e In 
Ca nning township. He had six ch ild re n-four girl s, two boy s. Char les 
engage d in a number of occupations, su ch a s, railroad work and fa r ming, 
e tc . 

H e bas seen seve ra l floods on Medicine Cr eek which mounted up 
to th e railroad grading. On Sunday, J un e 5, 1892, S .W. of Harrold at 
th e P eter Enstad pla ce occupied by Charles Brekke, storm clouds were 
seen to gather ' in the northwest. It proved to be a cloud burst and 
water came down In va st qu antities . He had two pure bred Durham bulla 
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staked out on the opposite side of the creek and he swam over to r e­
lease th eir picket chains. Midway he stopped to rest himself by holding 
on to a bridge which wa sh ed away while he was thus resting. He 
su cce ed ed in releasing th e bulls satisfactorily and crossed th e stream 
by hanging on th e tail of one of th e animal s a s it swam a cross the stream. 

K. M. Foo te live d on e mile south of Medicine Creek in the same 
locality. They were at the home of a neighbo r, John O'Donnell. and 
started hom e. Mrs . Foote, Myrtle, Be rt a nd the ba by were in a bu ggy. 
It upset in th e c re ek and a ll were drowned . T he bodies were found a 
mil e down s tream. When they were buried K. M. Foote had to be h eld; 
he wanted to jump into hi s wif e 's grave. 

- Chas. Brekke. 

Mrs. Harris In Texas 
I am sure t ha t all living here wh o knew th e George H arris family 

before they mo ved to T ex as (a bo ut 1914) will welcome word as to how 
they have fared s in ce rea ching th e Lon e Star s ta te . I visited th eir home 
fi rst whe n stati oned at Ellington Aviation field , Houston , at Christmas 
in 1918. 

They 'purcha sed a hi storic 2000 acre ranch be longing to a nation­
all y known ma the ma ticia n an d philosopher named Mon tgomery. Eliza­
beth A., his wife, wa s a niece of Marsh al Ney , of France. Sh e was th e 
first not ed so uthe rn sc ulpturess, Their home, ca lle d " Li endo," wa s a 

confederate ca m ping ground in 1863-64. The mail and trading point is 
He mp s tead. Bef or e I knew of the Harris location in 1918 I wand er ed 
one S unday nea r San Leon a few mil es from wh ere I was stat ione d a nd 
was att ra cted to an old grav eyard wh ere tfme and ag e had toppled a 

num ber of th e tombstones awry ; my eyes popped as I read an inscription, 
"Ca ptain Peter Trumbo, 1st S. D. Cavalry." This referred to th e grand­
fa t he r of Mr s. Harris, form erly Laura Trumbo. 

Four times since 1918 I have visited at the Harris Texas home, 
o nce for a week 4 years ago with my family. Their plantation ha s about 
20 te na n ts , each caring for a small tract of land. Watermelons are 
raised mos tl y and without irr igation as it is in a fav or ed region about 
40 miles north of Houston. The pla ce is a mecca for tour is ts interested 
in history. 

We are sure that Mrs. Harri s would wish to be remem bere d to her 
many fr iends up in Dakota . Her husband, Geo rge, died in 1935. 

-Charles Lee Hyde. 

The Raber Tumbleweed 
We are indebted to Mrs. C. G. Mathews, of Miller, for th e June, 

August and Nov ember issues of THE RABER T UMBLE WE E D for 1918. 
This publication was is su ed for a period during the World War by some 
of the patriotic citizen s of R ab er township. W e find this edit orial staff 
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li sted : E di tor, Gr ace Du Bois ; Rep or ters , Georg e Mathews, J ohn Kinyon , 
Lu cil e P otter, Conrad Coope r, Laura Key es and Floren ce Nole . Ca r­
tonist, Judd Key es ; Secre tary-Trea surer, Cec il Coope r. 

Th ey list th e boys in service wh o r eceived THE T UMBLEWEED: 
Norval , Kenneth an d Fred Cooper ; Edward J. and Frank Ma th ews ; Grant 
Sylvester; Fred erick Steiner; Douglas Junkman; Arthur Mayer ; Sam­
uel Gardner P et erson ; Rudolph Steiner ; Cla r k Dri sty ; William A. Blake; 
David ·W. Junkman ; Milton Hausman; Ray Grove ; Wade Wil son. 

Th is four-page publication ca r rie d n ew s from th e home folk s, with 
plenty of jok es to make th e boys happy and with articles loaded wi th 
e ncouragemen t for hom es ick soldier s. 

Th ese sheets a re becoming yellow ed wit h age and need tender ca r e 
so we a re di sp atch ing the m ba ck t o Mr s. Ma th ew s wi th our tha nks [or 
the loan of th em. - Bert L. H all. 

C. G. Mathews and Family 
In 1907 C. G. Ma th ews m oved fr om H ow ard to Hughes Coun ty with 

hi s family a nd loca ted a t Arnott. Gottlieb Geiger owned th e land and 
he op erated a s ma ll s tore a nd postoffice. Tills was purch ased by Mr. 
Mathews who co nti n ue d to op erate the sa me. Mrs. WiII Congdon was 
t he on'ly ch ild of th e Gei gers . 

There were t en ch ild ren in the Mathe ws family , si x of whom a re 
a li ve a s thi s is writ ten in 1937. Th ey are, J ames , Gr ea t Falls, Montana; 
T om, Pi erre, S. D. ; Frank, George, Ed wa rd . Mill er, S . D. ; Laura, (Mrs. 
Mik e Hogan ) , Pi erre. . 

T om , wh o has a responsibl e po sition as field man for th e Kansas 
City Life In surance Com pa ny, has g ive n t he writer mu ch encourageme nt 
in the promotion of this publication. He is a firm beli ev er in th e value 
of permanently preserving th e hi story a s handed down by th e pioneers. 
H e is convinced that Hu gh es coun ty is ov erlooking an asset by n e­
gl ecting to have an Old S ettlers Association. H e will be on e wtlllng to 
hel p 'pr'om n t e s uch an orga niza ti on wh en th ere is suffi cient interest a mong 
th e old tim e rs. Su ch g ro ups in oth er co unties have accom plished mu ch 
by way of a nn ua l pi cn ics, gat hering a nd pr ese rving old recor ds and in 
marking hi s toric spots. -B. L. H . 

The Blake Family 
Mr . an d Mr s. Frank M. Blake, originally from Bremer coun ty, Iowa, 

ca me t o Hughes coun ty in 1906 to liv e on th eir homestead ; they had 
fil ed ori a qu ar ter sect .on of land in Butte township. 

As th ey had several h ead of ca t tle, th e fine buffalo grass was 
attractive, and th ey planned to make th e homestead the ir permanent 
home. 

Five of th eir eigh t ch ildre n were living at home at this time. One 
son al so too k go ve rn ment land adjoining his father's cla im , which gave 
the a dva ntage of m ore graz in g land and wa ter. 
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Mr. and Mr s. Blak e beli eved in educa ti on. The two yo unge st 
ch ildren atten ded the grade s chools of Hu gh es co unty wh en the sc hoo l­
houses were not the comfor table modern buildin gs of to da y. A gr ea t 
number of. the tea ch ers we re fro m ot her states, es pec ia lly th ose fa rther 
east. 

St ock-ra taing was pr ofitable but fa rming wa s not so successf ul , so 
after living on the ir h om es tea d for a bout e leven years, they m oved to 
Pi er re, la ter buying a home. 

Th e .Blakes li ved in Pier re a bout 9 years, bu t t he ir la st ye ars we re 
not spent in Hu gh es coun ty. In the spri ng of 1927 they wen t to Beadle 
county to live with a son wh o was farming there, bu t they later moved 
to Huron becau se of failing health. 

Mr . Blak e passed aw ay Au g. 13, 1935 a nd Mr s. llI ake liv ed un til 
Ju ne 20, 1936. They we re buried in the ce metery a t Highmore. 

- La ura Blake, Pi erre, South Dakota. 

By An Old Timer 
I came to Blunt on April 1, 1884 a t th e ag e of six years with my 

widow ed mo th er, a young br other and sis te r. My mother brought an 
emigrant ca r con ta ining a team, cow, chicke ns , farm machinery, and 
household poss es sions in cluding a maltese ca t and kittens. 

Sh e came intending to tile on a homestead and expecte d to make 
it our hom e but found all desirable land within 19 or 20 mil es of Blunt 
wa s taken. We resided in Blunt and waited for th e opening of the 
Winnebago r es ervation wh ich wa s about 18 mil es south of town. It 
wa s tinally opened by Pres. Chester Arthur wh en sh e placed a filing 
along Chapell e creek and had a house and fen ce built. Pres. Cleveland 
close d th e r es ervation again and evic te d all settlers which of course 
ruled us out. We then made Blunt our home for se ve ra l years. 

On july 4, 1884 Blunt held a celehra ti on . It wa s very cold for this 
time of year and we kept a tire in the stove all day. There was a war 
dance of 500 braves in all their glory of war paint and feathers and not 
much el se. They were a ccompanied by their . families whi ch were large 
in those days. It was a most aw e inspiring sp ectacle to the Easterners. 
A number of us had come from Lincoln, Ill . and had settled in a colony. 

A big prairie tir e raged through the coun ti es of Potter, Sully and 
Hughes from the Mis souri on the west to th e James river on the ea st 
and pretty thoroughly devastated the entire region . There were no relief 
agencies to help out in those days but lots of supplies of food , clothing, 
fuel and some money from the East helped to ,relieve suffe r ing. 

I remember the first session of the legislature held in Pierre and 
our Civil Government class came over and attended a session held In 
the original State House. 

I married Will Potter in the spring of 1895 and made my home with 
him on a ranch on Chapelle creek where we resided for many years. 
We had a number of Indian neighbors which we lilt ed a s well a s any we 
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had. We mov ed to Pi erre in 1919. It was a cha nge to get away from t!lil 
ranch life. The coun try was we ll adapted to th e stock bu siness an d 
Blun t and H ar rold we re big shipping points. 

We will never fo rget the plea sant as soc iations and the strong cum­
munity sp irit which prevailed in the Chapelle neighborhood. Soc ia l oc­
casions, Sunday school and occasional churc h meetings ma ke thOSH 
years lin ger as a pl easan t memor y. 

I have liv ed now in Stanley county for the pas t 7 years bu t st ill 
cling to P ierre as my favorite t ra ding place an d ' my "home town" and 
retain my ch urch mem bersh ip there . I st ilt hope to s e~ th e cou ntry reo 
turn to its past glory and ma ny more prosperous years. 

. .' , 
-Mary Condon Potter. 

Remin iscences of Ranch Life 
A ranch, hidden among th e -htlls. .c . 

-A sunse t, th at aw es and thrills , 
Ca t tle lowing, along the creek, 

Coyotes yapping, so sly and sleek. 
Horse s, r unning dow n to drink 

Qua ils ca lli ng, and bob-o-link , 
Ca mp-tires, smoulde ring in th e breeze, 

Tents pit ch ed , near a clump of trees. 
Branding-irons, hanging near th e gate 

Cowboys, settling down to wait, 
Saddles th rown down in careless array, 

Lariats ready for use next day. 
Six-shooters oil ed and hung on a peg, 

Water founll, to fill th e keg. 
Ba con, sizzling, in a pan­

Coffee bo iling, in a can. 
Pi ct ures, fad ing wit h th e ligh t, 

Sta rs shini ng, o'erhead at night, 
Memories only of days th at are past, 

Regretful always that th ey could not last. 
- Ma ud Kirley Keyes, Pi edmont, S. Dak., July 6, 1935. 

Crow Creek Reservation 
Not e : Mr s. Key es wa s th e wife of Judd K eyes; th ey were piou eers 

n ear Giddings. After Mr . Key es di ed , the widow and sons, Burrel and 
Low ell , moved ne a r Pi edmont. La ura Doeden, a da ughter, with her ram­
'ily lives nearby. Anoth er da ughter, Alice Ba rtlett, lives at DeGrey. 
J oe Kirley, on e of the "firsts" at Pi erre, was Mrs. Keyes' father. 

Mrs. Joseph Not Afraid Bear 
Mrs. J osep h Not Afraid Bear was born at Med ici ne R ock near the 

Cheyenne Agency about 1846. When she was a year old her mother 
died. 
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Wh en she was 16 years old, whil e r id ing a hor se nea r F aulkton, she 
was shot thro ugh t he hand an d the pony whi ch she wa s r iding wa s killed . 

She was married wh en 19. Afte r her marriage she and her hu sb and 
wen t to Bismarck , North Dakota , to make th eir ho me. To th is uni on 
was born 9 childre n, Mrs . J ennie St. John, being the el dest. A'~ l of the 
rest of th e children are decea sed . 

Mrs. Not Afraid Bear can rem ember wh en the 'I'rav ols wa s in 
common use among th e Indians. 

Her husband is buried in St ephan , Hyde County. 
Mrs . Not Afraid Bea r makes h er home with he r daughter, Mr s. 

J ennie St. John on Reynold 's Creek, near Jo e Creek P . O. 
- Nov. 13, 1936, Mr s. Edw. Little Eagle, 

A Friend of Indians and Whites 
Lou Oakley Gregory was born Sept. 29, 1866, at Fairfax , Io wa, and 

passed away at St. Mary's hospital in Pi erre on April 20, 1935, after a 
week's illn es s from pn eumonia , at th e ag e of 68 years, 6 months and 
21 days. 

Th e deceased ca me to Sou th Dak ot a in the year 1902 fili ng on a 
clai m in Hughes coun ty s out he as t of Arnott and has since mad e her 
home in that vi cinity and in th e Big Bend. She was married to William 
Gregory in 1903, who sti ll survives her. Sh e wa s known to r elatives 
and fri end s as Aunt Lou and was a very lik eable woman, always willing 
to help any one in need . Sh e joined the United Brethren churc h wh en 
a girl a nd later became a member of th e Episcopal churc h a t Joe Creek 
and always took a n a ctive part in churc h and Sunday sc hool ac ti vit ies. 

Besides her hu sb and and close relatives are a sis te r , Mr s. M. T . 
Skinner of St. Lawren ce ; t wo bro th ers , Charles of Man ch es ter, Iowa, 
an d J am es of Spangl e, Wash ., a nd a stepmother re s iding at th e latte r 
place. Sh e was pr eced ed in death by 'both pa re nts, two s isters and two 
brothers. 

Burial was made in th e I. O. O. F. ce me te ry at St. Lawrence bes ide 
he r si s ter, Bell e, foll ow ing fune ra l se rv ice s at Harrold and St. Lawrence 
conducted by Rev Davi.d W. Clark . Thus has passed another of the fa ith­
ful st urdy pioneers, May th is Chris t ia n ha ve t he deserved r ewa rd fo llo w­
in g a ca reer fill ed wit h fro ntier ha rd ships. 

- Ma rc h 25, 1935, Ha r rold J ournal. 

The Big Bend 
In th e pros pero us days the Big Ben d compr is ing th e sou th ern por­

ti on of the county was a parad ise of productiven es s with it 3 nutritious 
grasses, proli fic hay crop an d fields of grain. Farmi ng wa s not ca rried 
on exte ns ive ly until after the W or ld 'Wa r. J. F. Schen egge, P . T. Han sen 
an d the Gregg broth er s we re among tho se wh o did extensive tractor 
fa rm ing. Princ ipally, this reg ion has been used fo r live s tock rais ing . 
In the ea rly '80's the F edera l Gov ern ment used t he area for ho ld ing beef 
catt le for the Sioux Indians. Henr y L. J on es and hi s bro ther-in -la w, 
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Antoin e De Gr ey had mu ch t o do with th e handling of th ese ca ttle for 
a numbe r of years. The la tter died on Cha pe lle Cr eek a nd wa s buried 
on a hill eas t of De Gr ey postoffice, which wa s named fo r h im. 

About t he old timers ! My mother, Many Tra cks, to ld abou t be ing 
taken to old Ft. Sully whe n it was es ta blished in 1863 al ong with a 
numbe r of ot her pea ceable Sioux wh o were taken th ere by Ge neral Arm­
strong fo r sa fe ty. Sh e wa s on ly ten years old th en. Her fat her was 
Standing Buffalo. Sh e stayed in th a t vicinity until 16 years old. wh en 
she ma rried Wm. Gill and, a n offi cer ; th ey settled near th e Bad Ri ver 
m outh. Willlam a nd Joseph were born th ere ; Mary wa s born wh en the 
parents l ived near Ceda r Island; John (myself) wa s born a bove Ft. 
Thompson . Later my mother married Charles Barry about 1874. To this 
marriage was born Mary (Campbell ), Catherine (Ross ) , Lu cy (Falli s), 
Charley. This boy wa s killed by a horse in 1912 wh en hi s foot ca ugh t 
in a sa ddle stirrup. He wa s rescued In th e clump of timber n ear the 
Wm. Dougherty buildings. H e was 14 years old. 

Mother said two Sioux women were scalped by Rees as th ey went 
to get water at the river; this was during the encampment at old Ft. 
Sully. On e of them lived for quite awhile after being treated by an 
Indian m edicine man. 

St. John, a Frenchman, di ed before I could remember. H e had 
two sons, P ete and Joe, both sti ll r esidents of the Big Bend. Hi s widow 
married D. K. Howe. George Howe and Mrs. Wm. Walker were th eir ch ild­
ren . Later s he married Mark W ells, a half-breed . Mark wa s occupied m ain­
ly as a n agen cy Interpreter. H e wa s a n un cle of John S. Wells. for 
many years a bonanza ca ttle man In Buffalo county. Sarah La Cr oix 
wa s Mark's sister. Mr s. Well s liv ed with her daughter, Mr s. Walker, 
until her dea th some m onths ago . 

Sargent was an ea r ly se t tle r a nd had two sons, J ohn and 
Ste ven . Amo s Arrow firs t lived at the m ou th of Chaney Ru sh creek. 
H e is on e of th e fe w Indian men still wearing lon g brai ds . Levi Big 
Eagle ca me he re la t er th a n some of t he othe rs, ye t ha s li ved here a long 
time. George Core y, fath e r of Mrs. Big E agl e, was a n E ngli shm an . Mrs , 
Big Eagl e ha s been an in vali d with rh eu ma ti sm fo r a numb e r of years. 
H e nry J acob s came here pr ior to 1890. He ha d been a s tude n t at H a mp­
ton In st itute. Hi s ch il dre n , 'ViII ie, Ruth, a nd R en ben , are s t ill a live . 
Ruth is Mrs , F rank Bla ck ; Willie is in Ma ss . in YM CA wor k ; Reuben 
has a go od po s ition in the New En gland state s . Leo Ra bb it is anot her 
Bend In di an. Am os Shield was here in 1884 a nd with hi s wife s t ill dw ell s 
bel ow th e Charles Ar ch ran ch . Hi s m oth er was Walk s With Ir on . T om 
White ca m e a bo ut the sa me time a nd is a cous in of Amos. H is wife was 
Odelia Ag a r d. They ha ve a reputation for being neat a nd th r if ty. 
William Dougherty a nd wife ca me about 1894 foll owing th e issuing of ' 
a llo tm en ts s ta r ti ng in 1892-93. Hi s wife wa s Louise 'Wa r d. Both a re 
dead . Dog Clo ud a nd Run All Around lived not fa r fro m the Doughert y 
ra n ch a nd were cous ins . Bo th a re dead . 

- J ohn A. Barr y. 
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Indi an Woman Tanning A Hide 

Pocket Items 
Mr s. Not Afraid B ear, a Lower Ya nktoni an Sioux, was born near 

Bi sm arck , in N. D., 95 years ago . Her h us ba nd was th e S Oil of Chief 
Whit e Bear wh om she married wh en 19 years old. She re mem bers 
some of th e pea ce t reaties mad e betw een the Indian s and the Govern­
ment. Sh e beli eves that 1936 wa s th e driest and hottest summer of a ll 
her lifetime. 

Edward Little Ea gle , ag e 70, belongs t o t he same tr ibe . He on ce liv­
e d on th e J am es riv er and rem embers the re was a Medi cin e Stone all a 
mound along th at riv er. Only on e person (Indian ) could in terpret th e 
m es sages as revealed by this Stone. H e would transla te th e messages to 
ht s. people, such as " Buff aloes are near." Out in tlrls coun try in th ese 
dry years we hav e no Medi cin e Stone to tell us th at ra in is coming, crops 
ca n ,be raised, or there a re buffaloes to ea t. 

Bill Walker ha s been here about 30 years ; Benny St. John wa s born 
here abou t 51 years ago; I came here 25 years ago . 

- J oh n Middle Te nt, 1937. 

Boss Farmers at Gov. St ation, Big Bend-
Michael V. O'Shea; Jim W ells ; Frank K irk ;-lniss; ­ An s ted; 

George Boesl t Fred Fl eu ry . 
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Center of South Dakota, in Hughes County 

Extracts from "My County" 
By Marian Porter--1933 

My coun ty marks th e ce n te r of a great s tate within the hear t of a 
grea t con ti nen t. What location could pron;i se a be tt er background for 
in teresting history and dev elopment? It a bo unds in Indian legends and 
hi s torical facts, from the begi nning of t he exploration of the region, 
wh ich dates from the earlies t Missouri River navigation, to the present 
tim e. 

Hughes Coun ty li es in the . exact geographical ce nte r of Sou th 
Dakota . .It is bounded on the north ' by Sully County, on th e eas t by 
Hyde County, an d on the sou th and west by the Mis souri River. It s 
area is a pproxima tely 765 square miles and its pop ulation . in 1930 was 
7,006. 

In 1855 General Harney wintered two cantonments of soldiers in 
Pe or ia Bottom about eighteen miles above Pi erre. An offJeers ' house 
was built then and still s t ands at the Joseph ·P itl lck pla ce. How­
eve r, these buildings were abandoned in 1856. 

In 1907 the Chicago & Northwestern Railroad comple te d a railroad 
bridge across the Missouri River. Before this was comple ted all traffic 
had to cross the river in ferry boats or on nature's btldge of ice . A 
highway bridge was completed in 1926. This was ~. memorlal to Stephen 
R . Riggs and sons. ;: i . . 

We have other memorials in ou r co unty. A \m~ss i ,:e monument to 
the soldiers of the Grand Army of the Republic ls located near the 
statehouse at Pi erre. A granite monument marks the site of old Fort 
Sully about a mil e ea s t of Pi erre Indian School. ' On th e summit of 
Sn ake Butte stands a m onument th at marks the ce nte r of South 
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Photograph by The Mill er Studio 
Center Monume nt , 5 Mil es North of Pi erre, 

Built by Chas. L . Hyd e, Sr. a n d Dr. Doane Robinson 

Dakota a nd th e a.pproxlmate center of North Am erica . A bron ze tablet 
upon Medicine Kn oll near Blun t is in co m mem ora t ion of the fir st In­
dep endence Day ce le bra ti on in South Dakota, held July 4t h, 1839, by 
John C. Fremont and hi s soldie rs a t that point. At the pres en t time 
a Memorial Building to th e so ldi ers of the World War is being constr uc ted 
nea r th e Ca pitol in Pi erre . (No te : It is now com ple te d and ope n to the 
publlc . ) 
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Monuments 
L. K. Fox 

Th e Lewis and Clark expe di ti on of 1804-1806 has been gi ven three 
monuments or markers in the s ta te. The fir st wa s placed at Spirit 
Mound near Vermillion by th e D. A. R. ; th e second west of th e Missouri 
River nea r Mobridge by th e Hi ckory Stick organization in specia l re cog­
nit ion of th e services of Sakaka wea, th e Indian woman ; and th e third 
was buil t on Farm Island, Pi erre c ity park, in 1935. Monuments to this 
expedit ion may be properly built all a long the course of th e Mis souri 
riv er in South Dakota. 

Markers Put on Medicine Butte 
Early last year a geod etic sur ve y tower was constructed on th e top 

of Med icine Butte, near the big snake, and was used to es ta blish a 
definit e a nd un changeable loca ti on for all future geographic r efer en ce. 
It was a part of a cha in of points bei ng established a ll th e way ac ross 
t he United States by t he United States Department of Commerce 
Coasta l and Geo de tic Survey. 

The tow er , on ly tem pora ry, was topped by in tr ica te in s tru men ts to 
tie in with othe r s im ila r t owers so that th e loca ti on co uld be definit ely 
fixed . 

I 

Aft er the to wers ha d been e rec te d eve r ything wa s r eady for the ob­
serving party, whi ch cons isted of on e obse rve r , two or three a ssistants, 
and s ix or sev en light k eep ers. Ob servations to determine th e ap­
proximate dif feren ce of ele va tion of the various stations were mad e in 
th e aft ernoon, but a ll m easurem en ts of horizon tal angles by whi ch t he 
distance be tw een s ta t ions a re com pute d were mad e a t night. An in­
s tr ument 'ca lle d a theod olite wa s used to measure angles. 

Si nce points obser ved were 50 mil es or mor e a wa y, a ligh t k eep er 
was ,pos ted a t ea ch s tation to be obs erved up on. In th e afte rnoon Il ~ 

s howed a heliogra ph a t each station, an d a t nigh t a speciall y co ns tructed 
elec t r ic light run by d ry ba tt e ries wa s shown. Th e total cost of t r i­
a ng ula tio n party per day it was es ti ma te d could run as high as $75.00. 

Nex t ti me you a re on top of Medi cin e Bu t te , look for th e ce me nt 
ma rk ers mad e by th e geo de tic pa r t.y.s-e-Aug. 1, 1935. 

Government Trails 
Anot her in teres ting th ing whi ch few peopl e n oti ce is the old Gov­

e rn me nt Tra ils. Many of th ese ca n s t ill be seen, a nd fr om the looks 
of th e many beaten pa th s a great many hours were sp en t on t hese roads, 
a nd no telling a ll th e ha rd ship th at has been encounte red n ot only in a 
day, but for a grea t many years, by both wh it es and Indians. 

An or dina ry red colore d rock th at wa s in Sec ti on 14 of De Gr ey 
Town shi p caused a grea t dea l of co mme n t, becau se of the fac t tha t a n 
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imprint of a human hand and two crow feet could be seen on the top. 
Recently this rock ha s been rem oved from its natural surroundings, th us 
spoiling part of its historical value to th e people of th e county and also 
So uth Dakota. No one se ems to know what has become of th is ro ck 
whi ch has probably been in th at same place for hundreds of years. (It 
would be fitting to place a MARKER on th e old Schooner trail.)-B.L.H. 

Medicine Butte 
About 51h mil es southwest of Blunt th ere are some hills call ed 

Medicine Bu t te. This high peak ,is th e highes t for many mil es eas t 
of the Missouri river. A very pr etty view of Medicin e creek is vi sible 
from this prominen ce. On th e eas t s ide th ere is a large landslide which 
does no t sho w so plainly now bu t for a few years wh en fresh looked 
like plowed ground, a t least from a di s tance. On th e nor thwest side 
th e re is a rock sna ke , 2 feet wide and less than a blo ck long. Many war­
like tribes liv ed in this Vicin ity. \Vhen Indians near here found any 
of th e oth er tribes or white peopl e on th eir territory the y attem pte d to 
ca pt ure th em, and if su cces sful, would lin e th eir wa rriors up on eac h side 
of th e snake and require th e ca pti ve s to run the gauntle t (over the 
snake). If the fugi ti ve ca me thro ugh alive he was giv en fr eedom, but 
t hi s did not often happen. 

This snake is hard to locate because stone s have been rolled out 
by ca t tle and ca re less people. Many Indian graves may be found here 
also. On th e ea s t sid e is a large grave, thought to be th e chi ef's. If it 
is we might find s igns of hi s horse, dog, and weapons buried With him 
(should we dig down ) . 'I'hi s would ena ble h im to r ide and hunt in th /3 
"Happy Hu nting Grounds." Som e of th e dead wer e buried s it ti ng up 
fa cing th e eas t. Som etimes th ey buried th e beads and orn am ents with 
th e Ind ian wom en . For 3 or 4 fee t down th ey wedged ro cks down tight 
so the ene mies or wild anima ls cou ldn' t get th em out. 

-Centerview School. 
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Snake Butte 
On Snake Butte th ere is a long stone snake which wa s mad e by t h e 

India ns. This is on e of the s tor ie s to ld about it . When the Indians 
liv ed here th ey had many battles. Th e Ind ia n ch ie f was hurt and 
wa n ted t o get hack to hi s t ep ee . F or eve ry drop of blood th ey put a 
stone whi ch makes t h is ston e sna ke which is ov er an e ight h of a mil e 
lon g. Aft er the ch ief got t o hi s tepee he (lied a ml some th ink h e is 
buried within th e iron fe nce whi ch is th ere now. T he fen ce surroun ds 
a s tone t urtle. 

- An nis All ema n, Gra de V, Centerview. 

Fr. Ambrose Mattingly O. S. B. 
Rev erend Fa th er Ambros e Ma ttingly O. S. n.. bet ter known to mo st 

peop le a s ju st Fr. Ambrose, ca me to Stephan Missi on, south of Highmore 
September 30t h. 1888. H e was only a cl eri c th en but wa s orda ine d the 
fo llow ing Jun e 17th by th e fa mo us India n Apo stl e Most Rev. Bis hop M. 
Marty. 

Fr. P ius Bo eh m wa s th en Sup e rt nten de.nt at the Mission a nd Fr. 
Ambrose im media tely t ook over th e job of teach er and boy s' discipli ­
narian. Besides h is du ti es at St ephan hi s mi ssionary work took hi m 
far a n d wid e . As ide fr om t he work he d id with th e Indi a ns on t he Crow 
Creek a nd Lower Brule Reservation s he ca re d fo r the white mi ss ions 
at H a r rold, H igh more , l31unt, Arno tt a nd DeG rey . 

Since 19:H he has assisted F r. S ilv este r E isema n O. S. B. in h is 
wo rk a mo ng the Yan k ton In dians at Marty. So ut h Da kota . 

Fr. Ambrose ha s s pe nt for ty-eigh t years on th e Dak ot a prairies anrl 
alt hou gh not a ll of them h a ve been spent in or near Hugh es Couuty, b e 
ha s ma ny fr iends and ac qua intances here. He ar r ive d here the fa ll af­
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tel' that big event which marks tim e in the lives of so many old timers, 
th e "Big Blizzard of '88." 

Sun, rain, cold and sn ow found th e good Father on the road with 
his trusty .t ea m "Pet" and "Buck" which will be remembered by so 
many people. If a ca ll came t here was no hesitation on hi s part to 
start and a t least try to r each hi s destination. 

On e of Fr. Ambrose's e xpe riences in South Dakota wa s on e he had 
with ,t he " Old Muddy" J anuary 1, 1914. H e was crossing th e river on 
th e dee near De Gr ey wh en hi s t eam went into an air hole. They were 
drown ed and it wa s with grea t difficulty that he saved himself. At first 
he was un abl e to pull himself out upon th e ice but at last he hit upon 
th e idea of letting his mitten fr eeze to th e ice and then us ed tha t to hold 
to . H e took a s ix mile walk afterwards. 

January 13th, 1916 th e main building at Stephan Mission burned . 
Fr. Ambrose traveled many weary miles in his little Ford in th e 

cause of hi s ,beloved Indian children . H e at la st su cceeded in collecti ng 
enough money and Marty Hall, -th e new main building was e rec te d . At 
all times hi s interest was in th e Indians both large and small. 

I am a sked to .s ta te that Fr. Ambrose is one of th e few. m en whom 
Kipling's "If" fit's to perfection . 

-Zetta Laughlin. 

Crow Hunt 
Th e following ex pla na ti on of a Cr ow Hunt is given by Harry Piner, 

a warden with th e Game and Fish Department. 
In th e latter part of th e afternoon , watch which way th e cro w fli es. 

T hey co llect a t nigh t usually in some trees. This is ca lle d the Crow 
Roos t. Have your ca p ta in bring in his m en quietiy under the trees 
la te in the tw illght and if th e me n are quie t the y can s tart to s ho ot 
while the crows are st ill roos ting a nd ca n co ntinue to shoot as they s tart 
to fly aw a y. As many as 200 crows have been kill ed in a si ng le 
expe dition of this kind . Stuffed cro ws and owls make good decoys . 
Cro w ca ll s a re qu ite effecti ve. Imita ti on grave l co ntain ing dynamite is 
so m etimes s uspende d in tree roosts . When pick ed by th e crows it 
explo des, som etimes killing large num bers . 

Franklin Hyde , wh o has s ho t ove r 100 coyotes fro m a plane in 
th is vi cinity of th e state, has had so me pictures taken th at show the 
hunters an d th e plane th ey use, along with a number of co yote skins. 
Pilot Robert Wrley operates th e plane , while Mr. Hyde does the shoot­
ing. Th ey use a Curaice Wright Puch er plane wi th the prop ell er ba ck 
of th e wings. The plane is not s peedy and has a s low landing s peed, 
which helps th e hunters after s pottin g th e coyotes . 

-Daily Dakotan, Dec. 14, 1936. 
Not e: Since the a bove wa s pri nted Franklin ha s a dded another 100 

pelts to his cr edit. T he banner da y sla ugh t er was 9 coyot es, killed n ear 
Faith . 
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Winter of 1935-36 
For a bout si x weeks beginning ea rly in January th e coun ty and 

s tate pa ssed through th e sev erest stretch es of cold weather that 
wea the r records te ll. During that period the th ermom et er got above 
zero for only a fe w hours. Temperatures dropped as low as 40° below 
by priva te 'ins t r umen ts in so me par ts of t he co un ty. The coldest sho wn 
by th e government the rmometer was 25° below on F eb. 5. 

W hil e the snowfa ll for the co un t y perhaps did not exceed a foot. 
th e wind rep ea tedly fm ed s ide" roads wi th impassable drifts . Even the 
trunk high ways were kept open wi th d ifficulty. Train se r vice was 
irregular being stopped en ti re ly on ce for three days. 

Over th e s ta te -in pla ces conditio ns were even worse. Clyde Ice 
le ft Pi e rre on Sunda y, F eb . 16. t o go to isolated co mmun ities in the 
n or t hw estern part of the st a te bu t wa s forced to lan d hi s sk i-equippe d 
plan e at th e Bill Horton ra nc h 3 % mil es so utheast of Dalz ell in ea s te rn 
Meade county. 3 days la ter he was in se rvice sco utin g via ai r from 
t he Rapid ai r port. Fred Hight, Bell e F ourch e a nd Walt Williams. Sp ear­
fish . were engage d in s imila r se r vice. F amilies in distress were a sked 
to wav e a bla ck rag or build a smudge out away from th e buildings to 
att ract th e a tte ntio n of th e fli ers . Snow was mu ch deeper in th e western 
a nd eastern par ts of the s ta te th an here. corrsequentlv traffic was much 
worse blo caded . Ra dio ac cou nts stated that s to res, chur ches and 
sc hoo ls we re being opened in parts of Lincoln co unty on February 21, 
th e fi rst time for sev eral days. 

(An ext rac t from th e Blunt Advoca te of F eb. 14, 1936.) 

Hughes County Lakes 
Due to dam building activity on the part of th e Government a 

goodly number of well filled lakes are in e vide nce over th e County. 
This imp ounding of run-off waters is eviden tly a wise program for. this 
pa r t of th e countr y. Del ow is li s ted the location and water acre ca pacit y 
of our dam Jakes : 

N W1,4-29-112-76: 14 acr es 13-112-75 : 25 acr es 
6-112-76: 33.59 ac r es 13-112-74: 22 a cr es 

13-111-75 : 7.81 acres 16-112-74: 35 acres 
36-111-78 : 36.72 acres 22-112-74: 3 acr es 

5-111-76: 18.55 a cr es 31-110-75: 2 acr es 
9-110-76: 2.00 a cr es 16-112-76 : 13 acr es 

24-25-111-77: 11.06 ac res 15-112-76: 15 acr es 
30-111-78: 37.06 a cr es 18-112-74 : 103.79 a cr es is 

stock ed wit h crop ples, 
Total water a cre ca pac ity of th e above is 379.57 a cr es. 
Th ere a re three dam s on th e reservation a ls o. 

- D. W. Chesl ey, Highway Superintendent , 1937. 
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The Gateway to the West Empire 
Historic Fort Pierre 

F ort Pi erre, h is tori a ns tell us. is th e most in teresti ng point in th e 
central northwest. It was here. in 1743. that Veren dry e pla ced th e 
lea den plate a n d took possession of the North west for France. LaRaye 
vt sited her e in 1802, an d it was he re Lewis an d Clark held counc il in 
1804. 

First White Settlement 
The perman ent se t tleme n t began in 1817 wh en J oseph LaFrambols 

built Fort Teton at t he mouth of Bad river, whi ch wa s take n ove r by 
the Columbian Fur Co. in 1822 and rebuilt as F or t Tecumseh . And 
at about th is time t he Fren ch Com pa ny erected an oppos ition post om 
th e opposite side of Bad r iver . 

First July Fourth Observance 
In 1825 th e P ea ce and Intercou rse Commission, headed by Gen. 

At k inson and Ma jor O'Fallon, arrived at F ort Tecumseh wit h an es cort 
of 500 offi ce l's and m en and concluded a tr eaty of pea ce with th e Oglal a , 
and al so had the first formal cel ebration of Independ ence Day in Sonth 
Dakota . 

First Steamboat Up Missouri 
Th e fir st st eamboat, "The Yellowst one," navigated to thi s point 

in 1831, and in 1832 a new pos t, Fort Pi erre Chou teau, wa s com ple te d, 
and for a quarter of a century was th e cen te r of th e con ti ne n ta l iur trade. 

North Western Rail way from Pierre to Rapid City 
I wish to advise that th e cost of th e br idge over th e Misso uri Riv er 

bet ween P ierre an d F t. Pi erre. in cluding approaches, was $945,000.00. 
The cos t of the pa ssen ger s ta ti on and office building was a li ttle 

un der $90,000.00. 
Wor k on the b ridge wa s start ed ea rly in 1906 and completed for 

the passage of trains in Nov ember 1907. 
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The Pennsylvania Stee l Company furnished and erected the su per­
structure and Arthur McMullen of New York City had th e contract 
for th e foundations, that is , substructure. 

It wa s necessary to construct and m a intain a pile bridge ove r th e 
Mis souri River, during the ti m e the river was froz en up in the winter 
of 1905-1906 and 1906-1907, in order to transport all of the construction 
material, ti es, rail , bridge material, lumber, etc., for use in constructing 
th e easter ly eighty miles of th e line. The material for th e westerly 
nine ty mil es wa s shipped to and handled from Rapid City, that i s to' 
say, t he eas te rly e ight y miles of th e lin e was built from Ft. Pierre 
west and the westerly ninety miles from Rapid City east, th e two se c­
tions having been joined ju s t west of P hilip, about June 1907. 

In audition to th e bridge and depot, it wa s necessary to build what 
is kn own as th e high lin e for the eas te rly approach to the bridge and, 
al so , to build a consid erable yard, ro undhouse an d engine terminal at 
Eas t Pi erre. C. F. DIKE, Vice Pres., & Chie f Engineer. 

Histori an Reports On First Celebration 
So ut h Dakota's first Fourth of July ce lebration was staged dn F or t 

Pierre 112 years ago-in 1825, according to Doan e Robinson, former state 
hi storian . 

Says Robinson : "In 1825 Gen . Henry Atkinson and Dr. Benj. O'Fallon 
were se nt up th e Missouri r lver wi th an esc or t of 476 men to make 
trade treaties with th e Indians . Wh en July 4th arrived th ey found th em. 
se lves at Fort Pierre and r eso lved to stage a typica l ea s te rn ce le br a ti on . 
Orations and a disp lay of fireworks were aw e insp iring to th e na ti ve's, 
who part icipated. "Th e Oglala Sioux feasted on th e flesh of thirteen 
dog s-boiled in seven kettles much don e." 

Th e second Fourth of July ce lebra tio n record ed in South Dakota was 
held across t he river from Fort Pi erre te n years la ter. It wa s s ta ge d by 
th e John C. Fremont expe dition.-F ort Pi erre Times. 

Old Farm Island Residents Return 
Th e four Marsh brothers, Roy and Guy, of Prior, Montana, and Fay 

and Glenn of Rapid City, sons of F. B. Marsh, who is well known by the 
pioneer resid ents of this vi cinity, pai d a vi si t to Fa rm Island yest erday 
for the firs t time since th ey lef t the island in 1907, having liv ed there for 
fourteen years. These boys were raised on the island and were looking 
for old landmarks of th eir farm hom e, a nd found tha t their old log house 
was s t ill standing near wh ere th e Izaak 'Walt on club-house is 1I 0W. They 
recalled th e time wh en th e ten foot walI of water ca rne uj -on th e Isla n r; 
in 1902 and necessitated th eir family to hang on tree limbs un ti l the wa­
tel' re ced ed, having suffe re d th e loss of hundred s of chicke ns and other 
liv es to ck , in cluding several little coyotes. 

Th ey also stated th a t the ir education whil e living on th e isl and wa s 
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ltm'l ted to a tten din g school only wh en th e ice wa s thick en ough to c ross. 
Mu ch praise was gi ven th e CCC boy s for the fin e a ppear a nc e of th e island, 
and th e new buildings which had been r ecently construc te d by CC C 
workman ship.-Daily Dakotan, July 8, 1937. 

Important Indian Collection 
The Henry Li en family living 16 miles north ea s t of Pi erre, have an 

exten s ive Indian collecti on whi ch in cludes weapons, reli cs , tool s , e tc . 
This d isplay is being consta n tl y added to. One son, Bob , is fixing a 
power se pa ra tor in ord er to gather .such material wh olesale. It is run 
with a Ma y tag motor and separates th e a r t ic les sought fr om dirt a n d sa nd. 

Guy F . Barn es has one of the m ost exte n sSve priva t e Indian collectio ns 
in th e co un ty. H e has s pent mu ch time in searching t hrough lon g aband­
oned habita ts of the ea r ly Redmen . 

The mu seum at the Mem orial building acr os s fr om t he ca pitol, hou ses 
thou sand s of hi stori cal a rtic les a s well a s a number of s t uffe d a n ima ls 
on ce com mon on t hese pl ain s. 

P ersons interested in suc h co llectio ns sh ould n ot fa il t o vi sit the Al 
Hildebrand t di splay whi ch has been ga th ered at a cons ide ra b le out la y 
of t ime an d m on ey. AI's interest in wild li fe is r es pons ible fo r the 
m a ny moun ted speci me n in th is a rray. A. 1\, . Jackley, ra ttle sna ke spec­
.ia lts t , has m or e r eptil e s pecimen a nd data pe r tain in g there to t han is t o 
be found a nywhe re in the co untr y. Hi s se r vices are mu ch in dem and in 
cur ta il ing these poi sonou s serpents. Ea rl y in 1937 he wa s e m ployed by 
t he s tate t o co n duc t a ca mpa ign of era dica tio n agai n st t he creeping' 
enem y of m a n a nd bea st. 

Pioneers of Hughes County 
H e rma n And ing ca m e to Pierre from Winon a , Min n., in 1896 and be­

ca me eng in ee r on t he fe rry boat, "J im L eighton ," which occupation he 
followed un til h is dea th in 1905. Hi s wife a nd 5 da ug hters are still 
r esiden ts of the state . T he daugh te rs are, Mr s . Dan a McNe'll ; Mr s. C. J . 
L oom er ; Mrs . J . H . Hulse, all of Pi e rre. Mr s. Myron W il son liv es in 
Rapid City a nd Mrs . Paul J on es r esides at Mobri dge. The m othe r at 
pr esen t makes her hom e a t Pi e rre. Sh e is a n active Eastern Star a nd 
a Me th odi s t. 

Mr s . McNeil cond ucts the radio s ta t ion KGFX at P ierre. T he station 
fir st came into exis te nce in F eb ., 1922 un der the caption, 9 CLS , which 
m a kes th is one of the fir s t br oa dca s t ing plants in the nor t hwes t . T he 
s ta ti on ma intain s s uffic ie n t powe r to r ea ch a ll pa rts of the state w'ithout 
eli ffi cult y . 

* * * * * 
Wm. \Vh it em a n , who resides a few mil es below P ierre on the r iver, 

came to Blunt with h is pa ren t s , Jo b W hi t em an a nd wife. in 1883. H is 
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father ra n a dray a nd la t e r filed a preemp ti on r igh t on la nd 9 miles 1101"th 
of Bl unt. T h a t land sold for $52.59 per a cre during th e W orl d Wa r. 

W illi a m was married in 1891 to Harr ie t E . Tall ma n in P ierre. H e 
had loca ted 'in Pi erre in 1889. Both parents are bu r ied in Loga n Co., 
Il l. W ill ia m an d Ha rrie t have 5 chi ldren Iivlng, Willia m , Alb ert , Archie . 
Dori s an d Le one. 

Willtarn Le lsch er, a pi one er h om e st eader n ear De Gr ey promised an 
ar ti c le bu t n e ver fu rni shed sa me. H e is one of th e old ti mers do wn 
ther e a n d we r egret that h e fa ile d to give us m ore in forma t ion about h is 
fa m ily . H e lives w ith h is 5On , Cha r les. Both have shown a g reat dea l o f 
determinat ion in ba t tl in g ad vers e e le men ts in thi s wes te rn count ry. 

H a lv or Olso n ca me to Hu g hes Co , in 1880 as a ca r pe nter fo r th e 
North wes tern R y, In 1883 he se tt led in Byron T w p, a n d la ter moved to 
Blunt wh ere the family r es id ed 8 years . For a lon g numbe r' of years 
Ole a nd P e te hav e r esided in th t no rth en d of De Grey di stric t. Halvor 
di ed in 1922 and his wife pa ss ed a wa y in 1927. T h e chil dren a re Ole, Pete, 
A nnie So re nson and P ethra Soren son . 

H orner, a no ted ex-scout of Ind ian esc a pa des, Bi smar ck , marched 
wi th Gen . Cu ster on the fata l ex pe dit ion which to ok pl a ce in Wyoming. 
He was taking orders to Gen . T erry wh en the " la st ch a rge" trage dy took 
pl a ce , an d th us e sc a pe d dea th . Horne r helped to bury Si t t in g Bull a t Ft. 
Ya tes . Hi s ea r ly tra in ing wa s in th e Prus sia n arm y. He is very ac ti ve 
for hi s age a nd is much in d em an d a s a . s peaker. I plan to ge t him. 
dow n here for the s em i-ce ntenn ia l in 1939. H e and Burke O'Brien will 
ha ve some gr eat Vis it s . - T om Ma t hews . 

Mr . a nd Mr 3. B. D. Dick ey sh ould be given cons ide ra ble men t ion in 
a bo ok of thi s type a s th ey were early set tle r s here . Bu r t ca me in 1880 ; 
wa s marr ie d in 1882 a n d brou g ht h is brid e her e in 1883. They settl ed 
on la n d th at is n ow a pa rt of east Pi erre. T hi s co u ple ha ve stood well 
the passi ng of the years . 

A. L. Hegglund ca me to Pi erre i n 1883 with hi s parents , 1\1 , L, R eg­
glung and wi fe . 1\1 . L . wa s a m er chant t a ilor. A. L. was a ran ch er wes t 
of Ca nn in g for 10 years on the pl a ce n ow occ upie d by ' Viii Schomer, H e 
bega n a s a ca rrie r for th e Pi erre post office in 1905, a n d for many years 
made delivery with a horse a n d ca r t. F or 30 y ears h e enga ged in the 
music a n d typewriter business bu t discontinued th e m usi c department in 
1935. Albe rt wa s for tuna te in ge t ti n g into pay oil in the I-Iidden Dom e 
field 46 mil e s northwest of Ca sp er, Wyo. 

Frank Knowl es and Fred Meyer r eached P ierre on April 6, 1889, com­
ing from Omaha . Frank wa s k ept busy for seve ra l mon th s laying out 
additions to the townsile of that time . H e la te r became city e ngin ee r . 
Fred di ed s om e time ago in th e Bl a ck Hills bu t Mr. Know les slii! is a ctive 
eno ugh to follow his profe ssion wh en ca lle d. 
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The Dickens Club 
This Club wa s form ed a t th e home of Royal F. King on Dec. 30, 1890. 

It was organized for the s tudy of Dick ens but the minute s di sc los e that 
other a uthors were .soon taken up . Th e Club m et r egula rl y on Monday 
evening at the hom es of th e me mbers (ex cept in the sum mer), un til 
recently when th e sc he dule wa s changed to mont hly dinners. An aunual 
out doo r picni c spons ore d by J ohu Sutherla n d an d Zell Guthe rie was 
a lways a pleasant affair. The bes t from garden and farm yard greet ed 
the guest s on s uch oc casions. 

Among th e organ izers of th e Club and charter members were: Mr. 
an d Mrs. Royal F . King, J ohn Sutherland , the Eugen e Steere family, J . L. 
Keyes and mother, Mrs. H. E . Key es and Mrs. Ada Estabrook. Mrs. 
Elotabrook was the first pr es ident or '<leader." 

M. E. Wi lltams was th e se cond lea der , follow ed by Ju dge Kellam and 
J oh n Sutherland . At th e Dec. 16, 1895 s ession E. F . Swantz wa s ele cted 
pr estd eu t a nd con tin ue d as s uch until his dea th on Aug ust 7, 1937. 
Mr s. J . K. Breeden , Vice President. E lias J acob sen , Secreta ry. 

Sts. Peter & Paul's Rectory, Pierre 
Dear Mr . Hall: 

In r eply to your r eques t for the names of the various priests wh o 
served in P ierre at this Church , I have the following list, wh ich begins 
with the year indica ted. 

Rev. J . J. O'Neill, sent., 1899 to J uly, 1904. 
Rev. F . E. Stenzel, Aug., 1904 to Sept, 1913. 
Rev. Geo . Ke lly, Sept. , 1913 to March, 1914. 
Rev. J . J . Har r in gton, June, 1914 to June, 1917. 
R ev . L oui s F. Millard, J uly, 1917 to Aug., 1923. 
Rev. P aul McGuire, .Sept., 1923 to pres ent date. 
Rev. Father O'Neill had duri ng his charge here th e follow ing assis­

tan e pri est s : 
Rev . Ed M. Fierek, ocr., 1901 to May 1902. 
Rev. W. R. Leheck a , Aug ., 1902 to Ap ril, 1903. 
Rev . M. J . McCarthy, J uly, 1903 to July , 1904. 

- Rev. Paul McGui re . 

" ~ 
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Pierre Banking History 
Ban k of Pierre 

Establi sh ed 1880 
Liqu idated , 1884 

Cit izens Bank 
Established J an. I , 1881 
L iquida ted a bout 1889 

First National Bank 
Establish ed June, 1883 
Clos ed March, 1933 

Da kota Central Bank 
Establish ed about 1883 
Liquidated about 1891 

T raders Bank 

Established 1884 
Liquid ated 1890 

Private Bank.� 
Establish ed 1880 by M. P . Ki nkaid.� 
Sm all fram e building NW . corner Coteau� 

St. an d Dakota Av e. 

Sold to Robinson Brothers 1881.� 
Cyrus G. Ro binson, Cashier� 

P rivate Bank� 
President, S. S. Cloug h� 
Vice President, John Sutherland� 
Cashiers, J . L. Keyes� 

E ugene Steere� 
Capital $50,000.00.� 
S. E. Corner Pi er re Street and Dak ota Ave. 

Nationa l Bank, Ca pita l $50,000.00� 
P res idents, Fred T. E vans� 

C. C. Bennett 
Ral ph E ldri dge 
A. D. H en gel 
W . D. Nelson 
W. N. Va nCamp 

Ca shiers, W . G. Nix on� 
Eugen e St eere� 
B. A. Cummins 
B. J . Binford 
Lyle L . Branch� 

JLoca ted S. W. Cor. P ierre St. & Dak ota Ave.� 

Priva te Bank 
E stablished by F ishback , Pratt and W ellman 

Occupied brick building in East Pie rre 
Centra l (now Dakota) Av e., opposite th e 

Wel ls Ho us e. (Seve ra l blo cks eas t of 
St. Mary's Hospital). 

p riva te Bank.� 
P resi dent, H. H. McDona ld� 
Cash ier, W. W. McDonald� 
Corn er P ierre Street and P leasant Drive.�1

La ter moved to Ea s t P ierre about two 
blocks west of \Vell s Hau se on Central 
(n ow Dak ota ) Ave. J 
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P ie r re Sav ings Ba nk 
Established 1887 
Close d J un e, 1897 

Pierre National Bank 
Establish ed Sept. 2, 1889 

National Bank of Comme rce 
Established April 10th, 1889 
Closed F eb. 5, 1925 

Savings Bank Ca pital $50,000.00 
Pres id ent, C. C. Bennett 
Vice P r esident, Ba sil J . Templeton 
Ca sh ier, Eugen e Steere 

Lo cated in a fram e building immed ia tely 
eas t present Spargur Hardware stor e ra e. 
ing un Dakota Av e. Later moved to sa m e 
quarters with First National Bank. 

National Bank Ca pit a l, $50,000 .00 
Presidents, P . F . McClure 

J. R. McKnight 
Vice Presidents, Louis Kehr 

L. B. Albright 
Cha s. H. Burke 
F. M. Rood 

Ca shiers, E. H . Andrew s 
Max J. Kehr 
J . R. McKnight 
H . P. Williams 
Walter H . Burke 

First� located 4 doors west ofS. "'iV. corne r 
Pierre Street an d Dak. Av e. In 1890 mov­
ed t il th e building it still occupies. 

National Bank Ca pita l $75,000.00 
Presidents , B. J . Templeton 

J . C. Eager 
A. W . Ewert 

Vice Pres., J . J . Kl einer 
Ca shiers, Adolph Ewert 

V. V. Ketchum 
H. C. Quack enbush 

S."'iV. Corner Dakota Av e. and Cot eau Streets 
Later S. E. Corner Pierre Stree t a nd Da­
kota Ave. 

P ierre Banking & T rust Co. l State Bank Ca pital $75,000.00 
Established June 13, 1910 jPreSid ents , R. S. Vessey 
Liquidated a nd paid out in E . H. Wood 
full between June 30, 1914 Cas h ie r , John Hirning 
and Ju ne 30, 1916 
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Ame r ican Exch ange Ba nk 
Es ta bli s hed Au g., 1907 
Clos ed Dec. 15, 1930 

F irst Nat ional Ban k 
in Pierre 

Establlsh ed Aug. 25, 1934 

S ta te Ba nk Capita l $50,000.00 

P resident, C. L . H yd e 
Vice Presidents , N. Newbanks 

E . A. Platts 
A. Whee lan 
Byron S. Payne 

Ca sh iers, L. A. Munson 
J . E . Mallery 

National Bank 
Capit a l $20,000.00 Com mo n Stock 

$30,000.00 Pref erred Stock 

President, E . P . The im 
Vice Pres ., F . E. Hilts 
Cash ie r, L . L . Branch 



Pulling Together 

Th ese professional and business firms have cheer fu lly given s u ppor t 
to th e financial task of pu tti ng t h is HISTORY in print. They have done 
a worthy se rvice. W e beli ev e th e public will give them the patronage 
the y deserv e. They r en der fu l! value for your dollar a nd stand for 
co m munity building, 

t ·-··- ·-·-·-··-- --··-·-··-·--··-·-·- ·-·-·-·-·-··--·t 
1: II 
f Ij Establ ished, September 2n d, 1889 I 

i P res., J . R, McKnight Vice Pres., Chas. H. Burke 

ICashier, Walter H. Burke Vice Pres., F. M. Rood 
Asst. Cash., Curtis B. Matee r 
As st. Cash ., Paul S. Dewell 

I The Oldest Bank in Pierre 
i 
1 A lmost 50 years of Continuous S eroice to the P ublic 
i 
i Cap it a l $50,000.00 Su rp lus $41 ,700 .00 

Un d iv ided P ro fits $17, 000.00 I 
I1 Member Fede ra l De posit Insu rance Co rpora t ion 

! $5,000.00 Maxi m um Insurance for each De pos itor I' 
I "+-..- ._._ ..- ..- - ..- ..- .- .-..- ..- --..- .- ---_ ..- ..- ..- ..- ._ ..- .+ 

T(.l-··--,,-,,-,,-,,-,,-,,-,,-,,-,,-,,-,,-,,-,-,,-,-,,-,·-··-··-··_·_-t

I tIT'S THE START THAT COUNTS 
1 Eve ry youngster shou ld be taught the elementary pr inc iples of " 
: fin ance . . , . and the rudimentary pr inciples of bank ing. Early train- t 
I ing along these li nes cu lt ivates the desire to place these ideas In I 
"j actual operation. The benefits are self-evident. Hundreds of I: 
", present F irst National Bank in Pierre customers started early in ", 

life . , .. th ey and the institution have gone forward.j : 
i FIRST NATIONAL BANK IN PIERRE ! 
" Member Fede ral Deposi t Insurance Corporation !
1 $5,000 Max imum Insurance for each depos itor i+.-..- ._. ._._._.. II II •• . ft_••- ••- ._._••_._ .+ 
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i: :f 
t CHRONOLOGICAL t 
i History of Pierre's I 
1 1 
ii FIRST DRUG STORE i: 
of I,

Established In April, 1880
i (Black Hawk Medicine ce. ) i 
i
° 

I
I

f Passed to Ownership of i 
i FRED L. VILAS APRIL, 1909 i 

Ii Ii Acquired�
I CORNER DRUG STORK APRIL, 1928 I� 
t Incorporated Each Separately APRIL, 1936 J 

ii A Stockholders Corporation- if 

t F red L. Vilas Cla rence A. He rzog Fre d L. Vilas , J r. i 
I I�Now in 57th year of Service to Pierre 
i and Vicinity ! 
I
: 

" We Filled yow' Gra.ndad's Prescription" I
! 

~ ! 
IUD Ii ptown owntown : 
: I 
! ! 
i ! 
f i
i i-
I I� 
I I 
+'--" '-'-'-"-"-"-"-I'-"-I--"-"-" ~'_I.-"-" ~" -'. ,,:,-,, ~,,_, , _,+ 
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I
i 

THE L & L DEPARTMENT STORE 
PIERRE'S LEADING STORE

i 
1fTe are not a Cluiin. S tore-s-P at ronize m«i 

I Abe L indenbaum, Owner 

We w ish to become better acqua inted with the people of Hughesi County and su rrounding counties. When in Pi erre stop at the� 
L & L. We handle only quality me rchand ise and our prices are the� 
l owest, W e have everything for men, women and childre n, each de­�
pa r tment i s an exclusive sto r e in it se l f . We have footwear for the� 
entire f ami ly .� 

Full line of toil et goods and cosmetics fo r ev ery pu rpose. 

PARKWAY CLOTHES For Men KIN GSWEAR JACKETS� 

I PORTIS-KEITH HATS For Men M en and Wo m en� 

: STAR BRAND SHOES For Men LADIES SUITS, COATS, HATS� 

j COOPER'S UNDERWEAR and DRESSES� 
j BALL BAND RUBBER ADMIRATION HOSIERY� 

i FOOTWEAR�

i HANOVER PUBLIX SHIRTS For Women� 

i .+.- ..-.-..-._..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ._..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- .+ 
+.-..- ..- .._ .-..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- -----..- ..- .._._._._._.-.-..-.._ + 
I !: I 
· II
I 

ST. CHARLES I
: 

· II : 

:

· 
J HOTEL 1

I

II : 
I· :I 
• jI . 
: 0 !I . 
· II : 
I .I
· 

St. Charles Hotel Co., Operators 
I
t 

I . 
i R. E. Ray, Manager ! 
· !j • 
I ! 
f I+-_._ .e-. .._.._.-..-.__. .._.rt-. .._..j. 
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i !I I�,
j I 

:I Lower's i� i
. 

H ollywood I
I 

I Cafe I� t Shop I 
JExclusive Line of Rea-l 
i dy-to-Wear. I 

tEverything in LadY'slI II� f Apparel. !r A Good Place to Eat 
!
: 

Modestly Priced 1I 

I II� I ! Down Town, Pie rre I 
I Rose Volz, Prop. iIOpposite Court House I 

I . I: · 11I \ ! JPierre 
"1'- ._._._.__._----+� +-_.-_.__.__._-----+ 

t 4
_ " - " - ' . _ - ' - - - - - - - - - ' - " - - - - ' - - ' - ' - ' - - - ' - ' - ' - - ' - ' - ' _ · · __·t 

!
I .

j 
: I 

I 
I 

Gillis Cleaners I
. 

I� : 
·� II The oldest established cleaning business in i 
! Pierre History J

I We specialize in fine ladies garments-Cleaners, 1 
f pressing, tailoring, hatters. Suits made to ! 

Measure 111

r� I
• 

Free Delivery Service 
1I 

· Phone 2578 1
J� ." 
1 Opposite Court House, Pierre i 
I 1 
~-	 -.---.----.-.-.....:.1 
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I· ~tapbon .~tubio I! 
i
r 

Pierre 
.
! 

• 1
I P Iiotos that Please i 
:r .!

L..._.._.~.::.:~~:_:::.~~o~h:.~:_~~ :._ .._ .._ .._ ..-,1 
...._._.._.._..- .._.-..- ..- ..- .._..- .._._.--._.-..- .._._.---·-··-·t 

f I
I ! 
I !
• 1 
J PIERRE I

I· Shoe Repair Shop I! 
J John Uveges, Prop. I 
: I 
J :: I 
f Where Quality is Best and Workmanship is I 
i guaranteed. We have everything in the line of ! 
i
: 

polishes and laces. !
II :: II : 

!
: 

. i
I 

+.-..- ..- ..- ..- .._.._..-..- ..- ..- ..-..- ..- ._._..- ..- ..___. .._.._.._.._r+ 
'1"'-"-"-'-"-"-"- "-"-"-"-"-"-"-"-'-"-"-"-"-'-"-"-"-'r 
f Cigarettes Cigars Tobacco All Kinds i 
i i 
J Hinsey'sRecreation Parlor J 

i the place you buy i 
i That Good Schlitz Beer iIPhone 2622 Two New Tables I 
+ ._._. ..-.._ ..-.tt-._.__.._.._._ ._.._.. .._" (+ 
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·I 

PIERRE CLINIC l
:I 

j
I 

!
: 

: 1I .I T. F. Riggs, M. D. t 
! C. E. Robbins, M. D. . I 
1 !I I. R. Salladay, M. D. . 
·
J J. M. Kibler, M. D. 

!I 
!• H. M. Isenberg, DDS. 1i 
I : 
· George Kienholz, Administrator 1i . 
i Glasses Fitted !: 1
!I i: 
· I 
.l.'-"-I_ 'I-'_'_ '-"-'.-"-"-"-"-"-"-"- '-"-"-"_.._ .._ .. r.j. 
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i !: I
I : 

!
:

I ST. MARY'S :i
I 

• 
J HOSPITAL I

1 

• I
II i. 
· Ii :
: I
! .iI Conducted by the Benedictine Sisters : 
· !I . 

• 
:
I Accredited Training School for Nurses 

1
:I 

I .
: I! Approved by the American College of Surgeons i 
I .: 1
! Pierre, South Dakota i
I :: 1
! I+_...-. ••_.I-..-I_II_._...-II-II_ .._ .I_.._ .._ .._ .._ .._ ._ ..lNI-I_••_ _
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, " Th e Sign of Q uality J ew elJ'Y and S er vice" 1
1 Diamonds Silverwa re� 
I Wedd ing HOWARD MARSHALL Clocks�i Rings Jewelry� 

Ham ilton JEWELER Fostoria�i and Glass�
i Elg in Pierre , South Dakota Leather� 

Watches Goods 
I.,l Bring or ma il your watch repa ir ing to us , 

We give you an estimate befo re Do ing the Worki Satisfaction Guaranteed Prices Right •+__.1_"_'_"_"_1._1._.1_..__._.._. .._1._. .1_ "_ "_" _" _ 1+ 

+ ,- ,'- '__'1_ _- '1 '- -- ,,--- -,_ 1,-,,- ,----- ,,- ,-
rj 

-- -- ,+ 
i ! 
1· NORGE iI 

f Refrigerators-Washers--Ironers-Oil Burners ! 
I· ,I 
i ZENITH RADIOS ! 
1
· 

i
I 

I Modern Electric Store I 
I tI Ac ross From Grand Theatre • 

I
· 

i
I 

Phone 2588I , 

I
·

I i.
I 

i Expert Radio Service ! 
, I 
! i
! w. O. Lindqu ist F . A. Downes i 
I : 
+i ._.1_1_._ ._ 1._.1_.._.._,, .._.._.. ._,,_,, "__1+! 
+ ,_ ,,_ ,,_ "_ "_ 1'_ "_ ' "_ 1'_ '__ '_ "_ 1_ ' "_'_'1 "_ 1'_'_ ';' 

J 
We buy, sell and trade land and c ity property and do a generali 

Real Estate business in central Soufh Dakota. We look after pro­j 

I
perty for non -resident owners on a small percentage bas is. Also 
write insuran ce and bonds. 

II Vandercook ReaIt y C o, 113 Dakota Ave., Pierre S. D. . 

+_-'_11-"-"-- "-1'-"-_---,-----,,-,,-,,-..- ..- .._n_.._ .._ + 
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j 1 
i i 
i i 
i i 
I i 

I
I 
Merrill-Schaaf I

I� 
I 1

I Lumber Co. I� 
i i 
I ! 
i i 
i i: I! : 
I 1: The Home Concern i
I . 
i Lumber, Building Material and Coal i
I: i

i 
Pierre and Fort Pierre 

i i: I 
f : . I 
I i 

J I 
i Ii T o serre you pleases us. i 
i T o be served pleases you. i 
j i 
:! Let 1/8 all be pleased 1: 

i i 
i i
i i 
i i 
i i 
I I. - ..- ..__...-.-.-._._.-.-._ _._._._.- .- ._._._._--,+ 
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Capitol City Plumbing 
r & Heating
I 
j 

" O ll e Sf,oj! S en;'iee" r 
I 
j 

CRANE FIXTURESi 
Ii Telephone 2834 Clarence Krimbill 

J Competent Workmen at Reasonable Pricesi 
I 
I •+,,_ .,,_ ••_ ••_ ••_ ••_ ••_ ••_ ••_ •._ ••_ ••_ ••_ ••_ ••_ ••_ ••_ ••_ ",_,,_,,_,,_"_"_1+ 

+J_"_"_"_,,,_,,_,,_,,_,,_,,_,,_,,,_,,_,,_,,_,_,_,__,,_.1_.._.._1.-.' 
I i� 
I 

Jaynes Market I'� f 
: II A Del>endablc Food Store Since 1895 i 
! Quality Groceries, Fruits and Vegetablesi 
i Featuring Richilieu and Del Monte Brands 

Quality Meats, Fish and Poultry, Featuring 

U. S. Inspected Corn Fed Beef 1 
REASONABLE PRICES j 

IPhone 2288 I 
jFour Prompt Deliveries Daily i8:45 and 10:30 a. m, 2:00 and 4:00 p, m. I 

Ed Jaynes Hugh Jaynes, Jr. j
j+.-_._-..-..---.--..-._._..-.._--.-..- ..-.-..- ..-..-.-..- ..- -+ 



+- .. . -.-._+ +__ II I_' II n II II , 

, t I I 
, Peterson I , 
· I . McKay 
,Barber Shop i I Kelly 

.1 

i . i 
,
• 1 

t 
DrugICater to both Ladies andI i I 

I • I '1· Gents. ! i1I ! I Prescription Specialist I 
iii I
I Under Jaynes Market , I321 Pierre St. 

Pierre, S. D.I Best ir; the OentrallV"t I i 
I I +1+- - - - - - - - - + +---_.-----­; . -.: , '\ 'j; '7! f+.- ..- ._._. ._ .._ .__._. I' II '~--_I--'_'_I-I_a-u-e+ 

I 
i
f Dr J E Bowen 1 

iii .. z, I 
Pierre Street Block I 

I I�Of f ice Phone 2742 Res. 24339 

I I+._._----_..- .._._._._._-_._._-_..-.__.._-_.._---._+ 
+_ . ._._._. ._._._. .__. II .1 __.-.+ 

I Ii St ea m Heated Rooms Soft Running Wa te r in all Rooms i 
I Qu iet Homelike i 

, THE WAVERLY HOTEL I 
i ' Steam H eated R ooms I 
I• Mrs. Tillie Blake , P ropr ietress 1.I I�PI E R RE, SO UT H DA KOTA 

+ . I I .~.-..-.-I-_._._.-~~.. .1 .~ ._+ 
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I II 

I' 
i 

I 
i
i I 

f 

j 
1 I
I M arilyn Y uollne ,ll illa P rincess j?ar·e-LiJ.:e-th e-SJ.:y i
! America's Most Beautiful Baby Sioux Indian Title i
i Century of Progress &. Sears, 1934 i 

I i 

i " P hotoqrapl,» l. i l'e F ore ver" i 
j i 
i MILLER STUDIO i 
l.~~~:~.__.._.__._._.._.._._._.._._.._._.._..~~~-=:- .l 

+_..- ..- .._ .._._._._.-.._._._._._._._.-._.-._._._--.+ 

I
j 

BARNSDALL BULK & SERVICE STATION I
j 

I ri B Square Gas and Motor Oils i 
j Distributors of Quaker State Oils and Greases i 
1 . 
• Tires - Tubes - Batteries Ii . 
1 Car Washing - Greasing - Vulcanizing f 
j ,
• AI Schwem, Agent Fritz Hosman, State Mgr. 1 
J Phone 2891 Pierre, near the Bridge I 
·+--_.-._-------.._-.-...-.-._----_._._----,+1 
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.j I · ! 
· I ! ij : I • 
: I : I
I : I : 
: I : I 
l1881 1937 : !G hiI reenoug i 

I
I

I 
Hardware l

:

:I
i

!?h/t? : ! 
! i 
I Q I' H d :1.1 ua ity ar ware :I

I
qg~/hula C@O. : 1! or 1 •: 1i !Hc usehold Merchandise]i For 57 years th is store has 1 : 
been doing bus iness In an honest · I 
>Nay. What you get h~re musti l Louie Greenough established i 
be right, or we make it right. i i hardware business in Pierre in I 

i 1884. Ii 
i · I

1 ii ••1.•_. .-it 
1~-" -" -' I-I I -I ' -'_'_" -'_'_I+ 

• 

T'-..- ··-··-..- ·-·-..-·-··-··--..-··-·---·-·-·----·t
I .
: I 
1 :
: I

IA. E. Lucas Co.1� 
! iI . 

I
· 

i
I 

: 
I 

Dry Goods !: I . 
: 1! Ready-to-Wear Garments i 
iI Millinery 

. 
1: i 

iI Til e liotue of Lram e F l18hio/l's latest fads and f ancies !. 
: II :
i Lower Pierre Street ! 
· II : 
: I
I : 
: I 
+I .-..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ._ ..- ._ ..- ..- .- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- -_ ..- ..- ..- ,+• 
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j ! 
i MAHER MOTOR CO. t 
I Dodge Brothers and Plymouth Motor Vehicles 1 
. r 
t Sales and Service = 

i tI Pierre, S. D. i 
+--'-'-"---"-"-"-1'-"-"-"-"-"-"-"-"-'1-"-.._ .._ .._ .._ .._ .+ 
t--"-"-"-'-"-"-"-"-"-"-.'-IIl-"-"-"-"-"-"-.'_1-.1-11-.1-1-1: 

t We look to the future with the aim of serving you t 
j with quality merchandise at reasonable prices i 
j i
j Locally Owned i 
i i 
r Coast To Coast Store . . ! 
! Roy W. White Pierre, S . Oak. 1 
r I+.-I._.._.._.._.I_.._n_.._.._..~.._.._.._.._.._.._.._..,;......- ..- ..- ..- ..- .+ 

r-"-"-"-'-'-"-"-"-"-"-"-"-"-"-"-"-"-"-"-"-"-"-"-'r 

i i 
r 'f!: ri i 
, Quality Footwear for the Entire Family J 

J Pierre, South Dakota i 
i i+_-..- 1_11-.1-1.-.1-.1-..- ..- .1-..- ..- __ 1.- ..- ..- ..---" _" _I' _" _" _~ 

T'-"-'-'-'--'-:-'-:-'-"-'-'--"-'-"-'-"-'-"-'-'-'I� 
r ·· Q. i
j = 
i Plumbing & Heating & Tinning t 
J . is our business = 
· =11I Weare glad to make estimates 
r ii Phone 2703 112 Dakota Ave. = 

i "You've Tried the R est, Now Try the 'Best" I 
+_-'I_'_U " "_"_"_"_"_"_"_"_"_"_"_"_"_ .._ .._._._.+ 
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i ! 

i

I 

Gamble Stores I
: 

"CORONADO" i 
i 

RADIOS - REFRIGERATORS i 
fWASHERS - IRONERS - STOVES 
i 
i 
iAUTO SUPPLIES i 
i

TIRES - BATTERIES i 

MECHANIC'S TOOLS-PAINT-HARDWARE j 
I . I 
~'-" -" -" -'.-'.-••_ ••_ ••_ ••_ ..._ ••-:--.n_'._."_H_ ••_ "_'._••_ ••_ ••_ ••_ ••_,+ 
"':1_.'_.._.,_.._"._.._,,_.,_,, .__.,_.._,,_.._,._.._.._.._.._.._.._.._ .+ 
i !• I 

:f r-~ III . 
: II : 

!: REGISTERED OPTOMETRIST iI 

I GLASSES FITTED 
i 
I 
I 
i 27 YEARS IN SAME LOCATION 

103 E. CAPITOL AVE. PIERRE, SO. OAK. 

!.+.-..- ..- ..- .._.._.._.._.._.._.._.._.._.. .._.._.._,,-,.-..- ,.-.,-.'-1+ 
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iI
i

RED OWL 
i

i 
I 
t STORES I

i 

I Quality grocers to the i 
!
i� 

I Northwest. Featuring i I Benedicta M.� 
II Nationally advertised i I�
. Foods at low prices.� 
! I Lewis 1 

. 0 hi Ph .. I1 QUALITY MEATS I stepat IC ysrcian I 
I 1Pier re, S. D. Phone 2571 !i For complete selec-]�
i tion of good quality! I i� 
i meats economically pri-] i 1� 
iced shop at ! !�
: !

'.1 iI . I Ii Red Owl, Pierre! ! Ii I+.-._._..-..- ..- .._.-..- ..- ..- .+ +!_..- ..- ..- ._.._..- ..- ..- ._ ..- . ... 

~-,-..- ,,-..- ,-..- ,-..- ..- ..- ..- ..- .'-..- ..- ..- ..- .'-.·_··-··_··-··-·t
I :

I 

J. C. Penney i
i 

i
Company I

I 
Department Store i 

1I 
i Ready-to-Wear, Millinery tI !i 1i 

I
IDry Goods, Shoes 

i Men's Clothing, Furnishings
I 
i

.1.._..- ..- ..- ._..- .._..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- .-..- ,+ 
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i� ! I:� II� : 'i :� I 

I� :1� i 
Pierre FruitI

. 

Dr. S. A. Tjaden f 

I 

1i Ch"� :iropracter 1 Company I
I� ! 

X.Ray Serv ice I " lVall.; tip and Save" I 
I� 1
I Wholesale and� Retail tPierre, S, D.� I 
1. Fresh Fruit and Vege- i 

Phones: 
. d i

Residence 2842 1 tables all year aroun i 
Office 2637 Hengel Block I 

1 Free Del ivery Phone 2610 1 
i ! 

• 
1
I� 

I
I

+--,,-,,-"_"-1'_"_',-,,-,,-,,-,+ +.-..- ..- ..- .-..- ..- ..- ._..- ..- .+ 

+--"-,,-,,-,,-,,-,,-,,-,.-,'-"-.1-"-"-.1_ '-"_ --,,_1'_"_"_"_"_'+ 

,� t 

{O u a lity� i� 
j 

1 Furniture 
i 
,� For Less 
i 1i ii 

i
I Pierre Furniture t 
i� 1 
I Cornprmy i

I 

I I1 I
~'_ _ I ' II I I II II� .. .. .. .. I ' II ._' _ . II I ' • -_.---._ .- -+.

http:1-"-"-.1
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i i 
i I
i = 
= !
I ! 

COMPLIMENTS OF I 
I 
i 

L. 8. Albright 
I 

I 
& Company i

I 

I 

ESTABLISHED IN 

1886 

I 
Our congratulations to Hughes County 

Schools on this worthy project I 
I 

: ! 
I I __._._._._._._. ~-+.-..- ..__..- ..-.__.__._..-.__._. + 
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I ! 
· I I I
f Windsor .I i. I 

· 1
I II Cafeteria I I 
· 1

. 

• 1 I M. M, Morrissey IJ *** . 
J .
• II 
• 1 

= I M. D. I
I Come and Enjoy a ! I .

I I.J Good Home Cooked 1Physician and Surgeon 1
i I 

11

= 1I MEAL I f Hengel Block, P ierre, S. D. 1 
, *** ! 
, 1 , t 
· I • 1
I 107 Capital Avenue I
I Across from P ierre Postoffice I I

I ! 
I 

I = · 1 I !+_1._.._1._1_.._.._.._1.-.1_1__1'+ +.-._..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- .-._.+ 
T'-··_'-'·_'---·--.-.'_e-I.'-"_'_'_'-··-·--'-"-··-·-·'-·-'·-f 

f
I 

Historically Famous , 
. 

1 But II As Modem As Today I� 
I The Locke Hotel I� 
+--'1-"-'_---" + 
+--,,-,,-,,-,,-,,-,'-"-'1-.1-"-"---,,-,,-,,---,--,,-,._.._ .._ .._ .._ .+" 
1 I. M. Dotson Rosella H. Dotson Ivan S. Dotson I 

I. M. DOTSON i 
F7tneral Director and L icensed E mbalmers I 

LADY ASSISTANT • 
P~M 2W50m~ ! 

2205 Resid en ce 439 Pi erre St., Pierre .:1,

The Dotson F un eral Home has been favore d with the patrona ge 
of th is vicinity for many ye ars, t he busin ess having been est ablis hed I 
in 1898. Mod ern Funeral H ome wit h Chap el, seating 100. F ully i 

• equippe d show room and stock . I 
+--'-"-'1-'_"-'-1'-'-"-,,-,,-,,-,,-,,-,- ,,-"-"-".....-..- ..- ..- ..- .+ 
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I Ij : 
i Fischer Brothers I 

Fort Pierre, S. Oak. 
J� 
I "EVERYTHING TO EAT AND WEAR"� 
I The Store of Quality and Service for Nearly 50 Years 

! Established 1889+I._._.._.._.._.._.._.._.._.._.._.._.._.__.._.._.._.._.. .__,,_'__"_1+ 

1')-"--'-"-"-"-'--"-"-"-"-.'-'-'-"-"-"-"-" _··-··- ··- ··_·- ·t 
1- -"" I 

,tleter ilintener lLumber (tCompanp f 

Lumber-Shingles-Sash-Doors--Cement i 
Lime-Brick-Coal I 

"The House of Service" I 
Phone 2641 I 

. I+--..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ._-..- ..- _.-..- ..- ..- ..- ..- + 
+..- ..__.- ..- ._-..- ..- ._-..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ._-..- ..- ..- .+ 

J 
j Hilts Grocery
I STAPLE AND FANCY GROCERIES 

i FRESH FRUIT AND VEGETABLES IN SEASON
j
j FREE DELIVERY PHONE 2636 
i F. E. HILTS, Prop. j+--._-..- ._-._-..- .._.._.._.._.._.._.._u__.._.._.__.._"_II._u._u._..__._r+ 
+I-_"_. .._ ._.II_ .._ _ __II. .._.._. .._.._ .._ .._ .+__.._ _ .._ .._._U._II _ __ .._ .._ .._
I TOM'S PIERRE SERVICE STATION J 

Batteries-Tires-Alemite Service-Car Washing ·.f 

CONOCO GASOLINE & OIL 
TWO STATIONS I 

1 Block South of St. Charles Hote l I 
2 Blocks West of J. C. Penny ce., on T rails No. 14 &. 83 I 

Phone 2614 and 2727 T. M. Devine, P rop. i+.-__. _.- .._..- ..- .._..- .._. .. .._.._.._.__.._._- ..- ..- ..___. _._r+ 



t - --------------"_ _- _'1-__- __-------._----._----_.-._-.._--•.- ..-.+ 
! j 

Second-Hand Store� 
Gottlieb Scheid, Prop. 

200 Dakota Avenue 
Pierre 

FURNITURE - STOVES 

J..---._-_..- ._-.._._---- - _.- ..- ..- ..- ..--- -- ..-.- +� 

Antique Goods 

f r Tools ­ Glassware ­ Dishes ­ Clothing 

II "A Place of il/ any B argains" I 
I I _ .__..-.~-. __.

" _ ' _ ' __" _ ' __N " _'_' '__'_ '_ '_ "_ '_ '_ '_ '_ -+ 
I 

The Library Binders� 
" As Oheap as Good lVol'k Can. B e Done" 

Library and Magazine Binding Exclusively 

We gladly cooperate with the schools and li­
brarians of the state in any way making for great­
er efficiency in our work, and we welcome any 
constructive criticism. Our customers are entitl­
ed to the best and we want them to have it. 

Paul C. Moorehead, Prop. , 
--,-,,-,,-,----,,-._..- '_-11_'-__ '---'--'- 11_ ,- ,-- ,-- 1__._.._ .._+ 

http:1-_-__-------._----._----_.-._-.._--�
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. BRANDT ELECTRIC CO. I 
" T he S tore of Quali ty llIerclwndiBe" i 

Refrigerators - Electrical Contracting I� 
I Radios i
IPhone 2665 Sales and Service Pierre, S. Oak. I 
ttt.-••- ••- ••- ••- ••- ••- ••- ••- ••- n.-..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- .,,_.._ .._.11_.11_..._ + 
'.J-_._.;J_lln_.._.._.._.._IIl_.I_.._III_II._.._IIIl_I_.._I._._I._.-..- .._ ._..;. 
i Become better acqua inted with i 
i your HOME COUNTY i 
i i
i DAKOTA MAP COM- i 
i PANY at Pierre i 
i iCan supp ly y our needs for 

i County Maps and Plat Books i
i Lim ited number of new and us- i
i ed " sc ~ool desks. . i+1I-..- II.-.._n._.._.._~._.II_.._.._.n_.._.._.._.._.II_.._.._.._11._.._.._.11_1+ 
+ .11_.._11 11_.,_.._.._.._,,_.._.._.._.,_.,,_.._.._.._.._.._.._.._.._.._.._ .+_
i· ' . i 
i <The Modern Cleaners i 
, TAILORS ­ HATTERS ­ RUG CLEANERS , 

i A Class of Service that Merits Particular Patronage :IPh,", 2800 Ho race C. £III_ Prop. , 

l._oo_.._.._oo_ oo_ oo_ oo=-~.~~"~..~..St ~.':'~.~ ~"~oo~~ oo_oo_._oo_oo_00_ 00-1 
t _ ..-.~-..- .II-.._.._IC._.._II._.._ . n:""-••_ ••_.II_.._.II_.._.._.._._.._.._.._..a. 

f Jassmann & Sons, Inc. I 
i 42-1- Fort St., ( H a lf Block South of Locke Hotel) Ii :
i HUDSON - TERRAPLANE AUTOMOBILES ! 
J 1st Class Repair Service i 
t Washing and Greasing Jobs Promptly Done t 
l._oo_.._.,_._.._._.._.~.:~:':~ :Ph.~':~': ~::.._oo_.._.._.._,,_.,_.._~ 

;.- .. . 



+ I-"-"-~'-"-"-"-"-"-"-"-"-"-"-"-"-"-"-..- ••- ..- ..- .•- ••- .+ 

If Dealer In Hides, Furs and Wool J 

j i
j : 
j Pierre Hide and metal Company I 
· II . 
i Telephone 2853 H. Chandler, Prop. I 
t PIERRE, SOUTH DAKOTA I 
+· .-..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ...- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- +! 
+'_1._.._.._.._.1_1._11._.__.._.1_.1_111_1._.__.._ .._.._" _" _" _" _'~_I ' _" 

i 14 Years Ago I Established the 

i 
I MASON PAINT & BODY SHOPi 
i In Pierre 

iI I give employment to 7 men; have built an apartment and a I 
I number of residences. 

I As a taxpayer and employer I ask your Patronage for 

! 
i COMPLETE BODY BUILDINGj 

Fenders, Axles and Frames Straightened 

Authorized Duco & Wrecker Service I 
Day or Night Phone 2776 I 

c. W. Mason, Prop. I 
+· .._ _._ .._ . .__ .__ .._ .._ .._ .._ .__ .._ .._ .._ .._ .._ ... u__ •• _ •• _ :+i 
t _ ,,_,,_,,_"_"_11'_"__ '._" _'_-" - "-' '_" _" _" _'"_ ··- ··_ ·__ ··-_·-·t 
I Phone 2789 

I Kirkpatrick Electric Comparuj 
iI Electrical Contracting 
I R. C. A. Victor Radios Monarch Electric Ranges 

i Kelvinator Refrigeration 

ii Pierre, So. Oak. 
+.-..- ..- ..- ._..- ..- ..- ._-..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ._-..- ._-..- ..- _.-..- .+ 



+,_..- .._.._._.__.-.__ ._._._--_.-..-._.-.._.-..- .._.-..-.-.+ 
. I 
f Sessions Printing Companq i 
i iI PRINTERS - PUBLISHERS I
I .i Sioux Falls, South Dakota ! 
I Advertising - Analysis - Plans - Copy I�
I Telephone 147 I� 
+-_..- ..- ..- ..-_..- .._ ..- ..- ._.-..- ..- .-..- ..- ..__._._ ..- + 
+ -..- .._ .-.-.-..__.- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- .-.._ .-..- ..-._.-..- .._.-+ 

f .»: I'M I'M C/A .i
i 

~/he ;;/(}oletle ;;/(}eaal1t J %ojtjte I
i 

i t/ . 
. All Lines of Beauty Work , I 
I St. Charles Barber Shop in Connection I 
I For Style & Service that Pleases I 
I Come in or Phone 2232 I+.-._.__.-..-._..-..-._-..- ..- ..-.-._.-..-._._..- ..-..-..- ...� 

..-.._.-.._._._.-.._.-..-..-..-..-..-.-..-..-._._.-.._._.-.+i ­
. CAPITAL MELODY SHOP II I�Upper Pierre Street 

I� 
I SPECIALIZES IN I� 

Band and Orchestra Instruments (New and Used)� ·.1 

Accessories-Reeds-Strings-Phonograph Needles 

Popular & Classical Sheet Music NEW & USED PIANOS II� 
I Also S inger Sewing Mach ines & Vacuum Cleaners�

I IUsed Machines of All Makes 

L_._._._._~:.~.~~~~:.~.-=.~~~~.~e:.a i~_~':~._._._.._ .._l 
T-"-'-'-'-'-'-'-'-'-:-'-'-'-'-"-'-"-'--'-'-'-'~'T

I Parkview Hotel I� 
I QUIET - CLEAN - COMFORTABLE II Newly Built and Furnished . 

I210 Pleasant Drive Phone 2272 t 
JENNIE WELCH, Prop. I 

+ .__._._._._._.._ .._ .._ .._ .._._..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- 1I+ 
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J ha s been se r vJ~~ lI~~~IT s~t~~a~t~"~y ~!c~~Ewas opened In , 
.i 1910 by Frank Cra ig. We wel com e t he pres en t gen eration as cus ­
i turn ers as well a s th e pion eers who have fixed the habit of trad'ing 
"I with liS. 

A General Line of Grocer ies for your Table
i Fresh and Cu red Meats� 
I We Inv ite New Customers at 125 So . Van Buren�I Phone 2847 Mrs. A. W . Harv ey , P rop.� 

! lre com-metul th e P/lblication of this B ook 
+.-..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ._..- ..- ..-_.-._._._._-_._._._ ­
+"-,,-,,-,,-,,-,,-,,_ '-"-1.-"-',-,-,,-,,-- ,._,-,---_._---+ 

ii For Insurance of any Kind 

i EARL F. HALL
i
I Fire - Tornado - Automobile - LifeI Accid ent - Health 
I Surety and Fidelity Bonds I 
l.~~.~~~~~..~~.~ .._.._.._.._.._.._.._.._.._.._.._.._..~~.:~~.:-.~ 1 
+,.-..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- .._.-.._ --..- .+ 

Ii.; ~igbt <!&ur ~otto J.lap II� 
"Jl.ltrt ~o ~trbt "
 

t 1!}oIst jfuneral1!}ome 
I� 808 'OOte5t lBlea5ant mribt� 

lBbont 269l 

I~ierre . ~. malt.1+__,_,,_,,_,,_,,_,,_ ,;1_ ,,_,,_,,_,, ,,_,,_,,_,_,,_,,_••_ ._ ••_ ••_ ••_ . 

+ - ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- .._.-..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- .+ 

!
I 

Spargur-Hensen 
I
!I Pierre'« F;~,;on Oente: I 

I Women's and Children's I 
i READY-TO-WEAR II Upper Pie rre Street P ierre I 
+.-..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ._..- ._ ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- .+ 
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ROTHMOOR * 

COATS 

Lithe young lines 
that fairly breathe 

of spririg. 

$29.75� 
Other Rothmoor Coats 

$29 .75 to $49.50 

Rothmoor Suits 
$27.75 to $59.00 

*T rade M aek Reut eeered 
U. S. Pal. Office 

London~
 
New Location 

P ierre, S. Oak. .._..- ._..- -_._.-._._--_..- ._-_._._.,--+� 
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I

Il IM ES 
! 

II 
I PRINTING I 

I COMPANY 
}. Printers - Binders - Publishers 
, +--,---,,-,,-,'-"-__1'- 1'-'_- .._ .._ .._ ._.._ ._.._ .._ .._ .._ .._ .+ 

I�
I We congratulate those respon sibl e for th e I production of the HUGHES COUNTY HISTORY. 

r It is something that the pioneers and descendents I of that locali ty can well be proud of. ! 
I ! 

, * * * I 
IIi "IT IS OU R PURPOSE TO SERVE PEOPLE II I�ON BOTH SIDES OF THE MISSOURI 

i Phone 52 Fort Pierre 1 
!

i I 
r i 

L,~_--,----l
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! PAINTING & INTERIOR DECORATING 1 
Quality Workmanship plus Prompt Service 

JOHN HAUSMAN, JR. 

Note: Grandfather H ank H a usman ca me here in the spring of 1880. 
He m et Gen . Custe r and ta lked with h im prio r to the catastropheof 
the L it tl e Big H orn. 

+.---.-.-._..- ._--.-._..- ..- ._-.-..- ._-.-..- ..- .-----..--+ 

T__"_ "_ H_ "_ "_ '_ '_ "__"_"_'_'_"_'_'_"_'_"_':~- i 
I Barney's Florists I 

J ' 0 1l1' Fl ol'i.~t 1"0 1' J! ore T han Th irty Y ea1'8 _ I 

And now better than eve r prepared to ta ke care of your need in \ 
flowers and flowering plants. 

We are Flor ist Telegra ph Deliv ery Members and can re lay your 
orders for flowers to your di stant fr iends. I 

Vegetable Plants In Season 

Greenhouses near foot of Pierre Street 

Vieitors TVelcome 

•� BARNEY FLORISTS, Phone 2662 
+__H_ '_ ' '_"_'_" _ _'_'I-" _" _" _" _'_" H_.+ 
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Commemo atio of 

Those Living an Dead 

•� An AcUve Old Settlers' 

Memorallzatl\ln of Historic Yet Un ark d 

•� Keep Alive the Memories a of Y r 

Correct the MIt.takes tb t '8 Bounty 
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